
SERVING THE LORD IN

Dear friends in Christ,

My favorite holiday of the year is Easter. It

is a time for us to rejoice in the
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ after

He paid the price for our sins at the cross.
This joyous message has been the driving
force behind the spread of the Christian

faith for two thousand years. The
forgiveness of sins and the new life that is

ours in Christ is the source of our greatest
joy, and it is this message that the students
at Lutera Akadēmija are equipped to share

with the world.

This semester, I have been once again
teaching the Homiletics class, which is the
class that students take to prepare and

equip them for preaching. We have looked
at and examined different sermons, and

we have gone through the process of
writing a sermon. I make clear to the
students that this is an art and not a

science. I can only give them the tools and
teach them how to use them, but they

must do the work. One of my students
recently told me that the process helped
the ideas to flow for him. I am also pleased

to say that the sermon he turned in was
quite good.

Being able to be at and teach for Lutera
Akadēmija continues to be a source of

great joy for me. In three years, I have
carried on the initial work of establishing
the program that was started by faithful

LCMS missionaries before me, and we
now have a firmly-planted program that, by
God’s grace, will carry on for years to

come. I have been a part of shaping the 25
current students in the program in addition

to others. We have been a resource to
other Lutherans throughout Europe, from
presenting at monthly pastors’ meetings to

doing pastors’ conferences. I was also able
to serve as a visiting instructor at a sister

institution in India. I am proud of the work
that we have accomplished thus far, and I
see that there is so much further to go.

Sadly, I must leave the continuation of that

work for others. This was not an easy
decision to make by any stretch. I love
being a missionary and serving in this way

of preparing pastors. I trust that many of
you will appreciate that some of the

hardest things we must do in life are the
things that we know are right but are not
easy. This is one such occasion. Needs in

our family have arisen that require us to go
back to the United States, and so we are

preparing to leave the foreign mission field
in June after the completion of the
Summer Intensive class for students. But I

will not be leaving mission behind! I have
been called to serve with the Office of

National Mission, and I am looking forward
to bringing back the amount of experience
and knowledge that I have accumulated

here to the United States, which is the…

(continued on the next page)

Frequently Asked 

Questions

I’m signed up for ongoing
monthly or yearly support.
What do I need to do now?

Excellent question! Right now, we
have several missionaries preparing
for deployment this year, and we
would be grateful if you would
consider continuing your support of
one of them. Please contact Julie
Loehring (Together in Mission
coordinator) or Michelle Beckmann
(Mission Senders coordinator) at
(888)930-4438 to discuss the
transfer of your support. If you
support our work through Mission
Central, you can contact the not
normal Gary Thies or Pastor Steve
Schulz at (712)882-1029.

We are so blessed for all the
support you have shown us over the
past three years, and we hope that
you will consider blessing another
missionary as you have blessed us!

www.lcms.org/cundiff

Two theological faculties meet to discuss cooperation in Gothenburg, Sweden, in April 2025.

To be added to or removed from this 
mailing list, send an email message to 
lindsay.cundiff@lcmsintl.org with the 
word ADD or REMOVE in the subject 
line.
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lcms.org/service

There are many 
opportunities to serve 
as short-term or GEO 
missionaries. Check 
out the current list and 
download an application 
at lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service 
Opportunities.”

Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of Quintin Cundiff 

and his family. Make checks payable to:

On the memo line include Cundiff - Latvia

Give securely from any device: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/cundiff

Text LCMSCUNDIFF to 41444

Call a donor care representative: 888-930-4438

September 2017

The sanctuary of Svēta Jāņa (St. John) Lutheran 

Church in Rīga where we hold our English services.

third-largest mission field in the world. 

The Office of International Mission has 
been a great help so far in helping us 

navigate the transition back to the US, 
and we are grateful for their care. Thank 
you very much to everyone who has 
been a part of this work over the past 
three years, and I pray that walking 

alongside us has been as meaningful for 
you as it has been for us. And more, I 
would encourage you to please consider 
continuing to support the important work 
of mission in Europe, as the Gospel is 

sorely needed by many here. In 
particular, theological education is the 
place where we can really shine and be 
a partner to others here. For this work to 

continue, we need people like you who 

are willing to walk alongside 
missionaries to see the work done. In 
this way, the joyous Easter message of 
Jesus will continue to go out to all the 
earth as our Lord has bid us to do. 

May our Lord graciously bless you and 
give you a share of the peace and joy 
that you have been instrumental in 
bringing to others throughout the world 

by your connection with mission. This is 
a wonderful thing to do, and you are all 
individually blessings to us. 

In Christ’s service,

Pastor Cundiff

Be sure to follow our Facebook 

page, “The Cundiffs in Latvia,” 

where we will continue to share 

information, photos, and stories 

of the Lord’s work in this beautiful 

country until our planned 

repatriation in June 2025.

(Past and future, continued) 

 

Carter’s Corner

Sveiki (hello)! It feels like forever since I last wrote, and so 
much has happened. We went to Oslo, Norway, because my 
dad was speaking at a conference there. That was really neat – 
slightly uneventful, but not a bad trip. At school, I have a little 
trouble with math, but my math teacher is really cool, and he is 
helping me a lot with that – and for that, I thank the Lord! Dad 
had his birthday back here in Rīga, and we took him to an 
exquisite steak house, and their steak burgers were so good! 
Dad received a call back to the States, and it looks like we will 
be moving back to St. Louis on June 17th. Thank you all for 
reading, and God bless!

- Carter (age 13)

PLEASE PRAY FOR:

• Our family as we navigate this 
transition back to the United 
States over the next few 
months. Especially needed are 
prayers for housing, vehicles, 
and employment for Lindsay.

• The continued work of Lutera 
Akadēmija.

• The safety and well-being of 
our faculty, staff, and students.

• Good health and well-being for 
the family and friends of all 
missionaries.

PRAISE GOD FOR:

• The progress that Lutera 
Akadēmija has made over the 
past three years.

• YOU - our generous donors 
and prayer warriors, along with 
the steadfast workers of 
Mission Central and Mission 
Advancement, without whom 
this mission would be 
impossible.

A greener option?

If you would like to help us save on paper 

and postage by getting our newsletters in 

digital form, please email Lindsay at 

Lindsay.Cundif f@lcmsintl.org. We would 

be happy to make that quick and simple 

change for you. Thank you!
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

P.O. Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Mission Central

40718 Highway E 16

Mapleton, IA 51034

OR

Quintin, Carter, and Lindsay on their flight to Oslo, 
Norway, in March.

https://www.lcms.org/service
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/cundiff
mailto:Lindsay.Cundiff@lcmsintl.org

	Slide 1: A look at the past and the future
	Slide 2: (Past and future, continued)   

