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June 8, 2025 
Pentecost 

 
PRELUDE:  “Fantasia super "Komm, heiliger Geist, Herre Gott", BWV 651   Organ 
 ~J. S. Bach 

   
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN:  “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” LSB 913 
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OPENING PRAYER:  
 

Leader:   Prior to the first Pentecost, Jesus told His disciples that they would receive 
the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to go into the world as His witnesses. 

 

 Father of Your children and Lord of Your Church, grant us Your people 
anguish over the lost and the erring; and hearts that yearn to share the love 
You have for all with all we know and meet,  

People: so that we may be vehicles through which faith and freedom in Christ 
are received and experienced.     

 

Leader:   Amen.  
  

CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 

Leader:   As the Church we worship and serve the God whose name we bear: 
People:  God the Father, 
 

Leader:   Who sent His Son to be our Savior and Brother and Friend. 
People:   God the Son, 
 

Leader:   Who gave Himself for us on the cross, rose from the grave,  
 ascended into heaven and lives within us. 
People:   God the Holy Spirit, 
 

Leader:   Who gave birth to the church  
 and through baptism has brought us into a living faith. 
People:   Amen.  
 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS: 
 

Leader:   Let us confess that we have not always embraced the new life the Spirit has 
given, nor with zeal sought the renewal of the church to which the same Spirit 
gave birth. 

People: Gracious God we confess that we have failed to love You above all 
things, we have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves, and we have 
failed to share Your love as we ought, let alone as You have 
commanded us to do; for the sake of Jesus Christ forgive us our sins, 
restore us to Yourself, kindle in us the flame of Your Spirit and move us 
to proclaim Your goodness and graciousness in the Crucified, Risen 
and Ascended Lord.  Amen.  

 

Leader:   Through the power of the Spirit, God has made you alive in Christ, when you 
were dead in your transgressions.  As a called servant of Christ and by His 
authority I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.  Now that same God fill this room as He filled that room on 
the first Pentecost with His Spirit of power and transform us, the body of 
Christ here, to reflect and share the love of Jesus.  Amen.   
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RESPONSIVE HYMN:  “Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven” LSB 502 
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THE ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST PENTECOST: 
 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
sitting.  They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under 
heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because 
each one heard them speaking in his own language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not 
all these men who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that each of us hears them in his 
own native language?  Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”  Amazed and perplexed, 
they asked one another, “What does this mean?”  
 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  
 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow 
Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I 
say.  These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!  No, this is 
what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will 
dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy.  
 

I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke.   The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  
 

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’    
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:   Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed & Meaning according 
to Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

ALL: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Leader: What does this mean? 
 

ALL: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength  
 believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him;  
 but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  
 enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.   
 In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens,  
 and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth,  
 and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.   
 In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins  
 and the sins of all believers.   
 On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead,  
 and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.   
 This is most certainly true. 

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC:                 “Spirit, Let Me Know Thee” Bethany Choir 
 ~Benjamin M. Culli 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:00 & 9:30 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:  John 14:23-31 
 

Jesus answered him, “Those who love Me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and 
we will go to them and make our home with them. A person who doesn’t love Me doesn’t do 
what I say. I don’t make up what you hear Me say. What I say comes from the Father who 
sent Me. 
 

“I have told you this while I’m still with you. However, the helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, will teach you everything. He will remind you of everything that I 
have ever told you. 
 

“I’m leaving you peace. I’m giving you my peace. I don’t give you the kind of peace that the 
world gives. So don’t be troubled or cowardly. You heard Me tell you, ‘I’m going away, but 
I’m coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would be glad that I’m going to the Father, 
because the Father is greater than I am. 
 

“I’m telling you this now before it happens. When it does happen, you will believe. The ruler 
of this world has no power over Me. But he’s coming, so I won’t talk with you much 
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longer. However, I want the world to know that I love the Father and that I am doing exactly 
what the Father has commanded Me to do. Get up! We have to leave.”–GW® 

 
 

 
SERMON HYMN: “Come Down, O Love Divine” LSB 501 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  “O Day Full of Grace” LSB 503 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OFFERING:  There is a plate in the Narthex for your gifts.  If you so desire, TEXT GIVING is 
available by texting GIVE to 562 210-0463.  You can also mail in your gifts to the church office. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on page 10 
 with Announcements. 

 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of 
Holy Communion: 

 

T  Holy Communion  T 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord 
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 

To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy 
hymnal.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to 

You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this 
sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience 

the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal of 
Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that 
promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received You and Your 

gifts.  Amen.” 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

For those communing, who so desire, center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers next to the Christ candle are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer.  
 

In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  We will 
not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward and remain 

standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you are invited to 
return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” LSB 496 
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“Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” LSB 811 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
THE BLESSING: 
 
Leader:   Now God Himself, Who through the resurrection of His Son has won life for 

you, by His Holy Spirit, kindle in you the fire of His love, empower your life for 
service and witness and give you a tongue to declare His praise, through 
Jesus Christ, your Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN:  “Voices Raise to You We Offer” LSB 795 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE:  “Veni Creator Spiritus” Organ 
 ~Flor Peeters 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
   
COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS: 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book 
©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission.  License #000012696 
 

“O Holy Spirit, Enter In”   LSB 913 
Text:  Michael Schirmer, 1606-73, adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, sts. 1, 3, alt.;  
tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, st. 2, alt. 
Tune:  Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; setting:  Choralbuch zum Evangelischen Kirchengesangbuch, Berlin, 1955. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
 
 

https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.youtube.com&t=h.eJxdj11LwzAYhf_KCOiVNG2zpWYwHCJ2dTAEMah3b5J-zDVNaFNDJv53lytBOFfngfNwvtE89mi9QJ1zdlpj7L1PgpndLOpEGo09ONndfW0e7SF_PhXn_f792tpNaF-PSvMZXu4_peadKlmodgcPb09W7fi5Kj8mQapWlrxXJQ_SX5GHS9DNAp2iT9SugyH0s-vqEQas_WUPhmH7DyRmbDEw1bAcyEqmTUokCCpzShkDBU1GG8BZsWTpkjKySgqS0fw2euroGY0QQRjnjJ62rYZjH29FrCL-a35-AYveV7g.MEUCIQCyNNnI4CCUMEP2gTEmLlLI7G8dn-HbwsE3a-UHh79OTgIgHKz6iAxop92HGkZLJpWljKvzFAkc3ItwomoUqWkJdkA
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“Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven”  LSB 502 
Text:  Philip W. Blycker, b. 1939; tr. Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955.  Tune:  Philip W. Blycker. 
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. 
Music: © 1977 Philip W. Blycker; admin. Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706149. 
 

“Come Down, O Love Divine”  LSB 501 
Text:  Bianco da Siena, c. 1350-1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-90 
Music:  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 
Text and Music:  Public domain. 
 

“O Day Full of Grace”  LSB 503 
Text:  Scandinavian, DEN SIGNEDE DAG, c. 1450; tr. Gerald Thorson, 19421-2001 
Tune:  Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842; setting:  Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978.  Public domain 
Text:  ©1978 Lutheran  Book of Worship. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”  LSB 496 
Text:  Andrew Reed, 1787-1862. 
Tune: Orlando Gibbons, 1483-1625; setting:  based on Orlando Gibbons 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Oh That I Had a Thousand Voices”  LSB 811 
Text Johann Mentzer. Tune Johann Balthasar König. 
Text:  © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.  Music:  Public domain 
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706149. 
 

“Voices Raised to You We Offer”  LSB 795 
Text:  Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., b. 1923 
Music:  Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936 
Text:  © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149 
Music:  ©1996 Carolyn Jennings.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149 
 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 

 
SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
 

Acolyte 8:00…Penelope Cleven Crucifer 8:00…Connor Cleven 
Liturgist…Pastor John Alwood  Preacher...Pastor Kevin Kritzer 
Director of Music & Worship Arts…Noah Freeman Organist…Robert Bottoms 
Accompanist…Kevin Bowers  Children’s Message…Alissa Brege 
Sound and Livestream…Felix Rivera, Jon Widmann 
 

Pentecost Readers:  Sheri Esswein 8:00…German  Joelee Francos 9:30…German 
Elsie Rivera 8:00…Spanish   Brody Cleven 9:30…Spanish 
Emily Chartier 8:00 & 9:30…Tagalog Brian Cleven 8:00 & 9:30…Norwegian 
Chandara Lee 8:00 & 9:30… Khmer Dyna Sao 8:00 & 9:30…French 
Nutan Sunny 8:00 & 9:30…Hindi Ruth Kusel 8:00 & 9:30…Portuguese  

 
 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
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T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 

 
 

Today’s Flowers are given to the glory of God: 
 

~ In celebration of Morgyn Baca’s 2nd birthday on June 8th –  

Happy Birthday to our beautiful Granddaughter! ~ 
 

~Love Grandpa and Grammy 
 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 

 
 

Today’s Flowers are given to the glory of God: 
 

~ In celebration of Mike and Marilyn Riordan’s 49th Wedding Anniversary  

on June 4th~ 
 

 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 

 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for 
worship today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its 
ministries, please scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to 

Bethany’s fillable information form.  
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 
 

Welcome New Bethany Members! 
 

 Glenda Achziger Cheryl Baggs Velva Blackwell 
 Eleanor Blevins Ethel, Ashlyn, Mikayla & Brody Bowman  
 Judith Christian David & Julie Cole James & Janet Coontz
 Ken Culley Ginny Davis Sharon Dietz  
 Carol Doss Haley, Lily, Kelly & Michael Ellis 
 Les & Pamela Friend Susan & Kurt Fuqua Sandy Giese  
 Ellen Kobayashi Betty Koester Jerry Kruse  
 Ethel Lindenberg Rose McMillen Donna Miller
 Richard Staley Frank Wantuch 
 Andrew & Diana Barch Donna & Scott Engles Victor & Lee Kofahl 
 Dyna Sao Sopie Wehrli Logan Brick
 Isabella Fekjar Parker, Clark & JJ Finch Joelee Francos 
 Janelle, Nathan & Samuel Fresenius Sage Hungerford  
 Lucas Lopez Elliette Menefee Rebecca Neally  
 Blake Oliver Kevin Rice Mark Vilter 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
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T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance: 
 

Average weekly worship attendance Easter Season 2024:  430 per Sunday 
 
 

Average weekly worship attendance Easter Season 2025:  460 per Sunday 
 
 

Average weekly worship attendance May 2024:  396 per Sunday 
 
 

Average weekly worship attendance May 2025:  470 per Sunday.   
 
 

Budget: 
 
Year to date (April 25) actual offerings $1,179,533.49; same period last year 
$1,047,899.76 
 

Year to date (April 25) actual congregational income $3,521,866.16; same period last 
year $3,200,290.52 
 

Year to date (April 25) actual expenses $3,492,912.04; same period last year 
$3,202,201.53 
 

Year to date (April 25) actual income vs. expense $28,954.12; same period last year 
($1,911.01) 
 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
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T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit our websites to find out more about our Church, School and Preschool. 
   

Get weekly updates by signing up for the Bethany Bullet—our weekly capsule of 
worship highlights and campus-wide information. 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church and its Ministries are found at: www.bethanylutheran.org 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran School information can be found by visiting their website at: 
www.bethanylutheran.org/school/ 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Preschool’s website: www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/ 
 
 
 

 
 

To sign up for the weekly Bethany Bullet:  https://bit.ly/BethanyBulletSignUp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T                    T                   T                  T                    T                    T 

 
 
 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/school/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/
https://bit.ly/BethanyBulletSignUp
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DONATE TO BETHANY’S FLOWER FUND! 

 
 

Flowers are used to decorate the altar every Sunday, for special seasons such as 
Christmas and Easter, as well as other important dates during the church calendar. You 
are able to make two types of donations to the Altar Flower Fund: a general donation and 
a special request with recognition.  
 
 

• A SPECIAL REQUEST WITH RECOGNITION* is a special type of 
Altar Flower donation. This request will be printed in the bulletin. 
For example, it could be given in memory of a person who has gone 
before us, for a wedding anniversary, baptismal birthday or a 
birthday celebration, etc.  This recognition has a suggested 
donation of $75. 

 
 

• A GENERAL DONATION TO THE ALTAR FLOWER FUND enables 

Bethany to have flowers in worship and for our shut-in and 
hospitalized members to receive flowers from our flower ministry 
team, even when no one has ordered flowers for specific purposes 
on Sunday. This General Donation is for any amount you wish 
to give. 

 
*If you are making a Special Request with Recognition, please use this 
form to let us know of your donation for a specific Sunday date and what 
the significance of that donation is towards. IMPORTANT: Please 
complete this form at least 2 weeks prior to that date, so that information 
regarding your donation can be printed in the Sunday bulletin for the date 
requested. 
 
 

Sign up to donate to Bethany’s Altar Flower Fund, please use this URL: 
 
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers 

Or scan Bethany’s Flower Fund QR code to the right:  
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers

