FROM THE PRINCIPAL

A few years ago, | got the greatest birthday gift: my
brother-in-law built a Little Free Library for me and
installed it on the parkway in front of our home. He
built it to “my specs”....| asked that the bottom shelf be
tall enough to hold children'’s picture books and the top
shelf the right size for novels.

The library brings me so much joy...I love watching
adults and kids stop by to see what's new. (I've even
spied a few Bethany Bears out there!) | love seeing
what people drop off for others to read. | love stocking
it with donations, especially quality kids' books.
Occasionally | find “treasures” in the library, too. (Last
week it was seashells!)

Have you visited a Little Free Library in your
neighborhood? It can be a great way to get your kids
(and you!) in the habit of reading for pleasure! Did you
know there’s a map of all the registered libraries in the
world?? https://littlefreelibrary.org/map/ You can find
them absolutely everywhere! (You can also find plans
for building your own library on their website.)

“More reading for pleasure!l” That's my rallying cry for
kids and parents! :)

Happy Reading,
Dr. Fink

Bethany Lutheran School
Long Beach, CA

BEAR FACTS

Issue 33: May 4, 2026

COMING UP

e May 4-15 MAP Testing
e May 10 K-2 Sings 9:30 service
e May 11-12 4" Grade to Sacramento
e May 13-5" Grade State Project Fair
e May 15 Trinity, Troubadour and
TrebleMakers to Knotts
e May 22-High School/College Dress-
Up Day
e May 25 Memorial Day-No School
e May 26-PTL Meeting 6:30 PM
e May 29-Spring Concert 7:00 PM
e May 31-8" Grade Graduation 4:00
e June 1-Fun Day!
e June 2-Field Day!
¢ June 3-Park and Pool Day!
e June 4-Last Day of School
Kinder Graduation 10:30
Minimum Day
¢ June 22-26-Vacation Bible School
e Aug. 26/30-Family Classroom Visits

Leading chapel this week:
6" Grade
Parents, you are welcome to join us at
9:00 AM in the church.

Our chapel offerings this month will go
to the Long Beach Rescue Mission
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https://www.persecution.com/
https://lbrm.org/
https://littlefreelibrary.org/map/

@ RaiseRight.

May Monthly Earning Challenge
Stay motivated to earn big all year long! Every month brings a new challenge, and a new chance to win a $500 gift
card of your choice.
How it works:
e Each month RaiseRight will announce a new earning challenge.
e Complete any month's challenge to qualify for that month's $500 gift card drawing.
May 2026:

e Between 5/1/26 and 5/31/26, every purchase of a gift card on bonus (or reloaded gift card on bonus) = 1
entry to win

Mother's Day bonuses end 5/8/26 - take advantage while they last!




Book Fair

Thank you to the volunteers who helped with the Book Fair last week! The willing participation of
our Bethany family makes everything better! Consider volunteering next year for our Spring
2027 Book Fair...it's a great way to make new friends as you work together to bring the joy of
reading to our Bethany students.

Finally, if your child didn't get to order, or if the book they wanted was sold out, IT'S NOT TOO
LATE! You can order online:

e (o to bookfairs.scholastic.com

e Click on “Find Your Fair”

e Find our school

e Scroll to “shop even more titles online”

e (Click on “shop now"

partnering with Long Beach Rescue Mission, who supplies diapers for
Lydia House to help mothers, babies, and toddlers in our community who are in need.
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Diaper St
Drive |

May 11-22, 2026 9;’

Students, Bring diapers to your classroom; diapers will be collected at the end of the drive.

Congregation Members, Please drop off diapers in the designated container in the Narthex
during the above dates.

Questions? Ask a member of Student Council or Alissa Brege at abrege@bethanylutheran.org



http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/

TEACHER

mNTH

MAY 2026

Taco Bar Lunch for Staff!
Give your teacher a
2handmade card or sweet
note!

Staff, enjoy a Garden Party
themed lunch!
abce - Bring your teacher their
‘ L Wiy favorite flower!

Thanks a Latte! Coffee cart and continental

S breakfast for staff!

Students, bring your teachers
TueS. 5/ 19 .) their favorite snacks!

A luau lunch for staff!
Students, bring your

Tues.5/26 /7 ™ f reachers ther fovorie

Thank ‘Teacher upportStaﬁ allthat

Tove, ‘Bethany ‘lutheran and ‘Parents
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“FURTHER YOUR EDUCATION"
HIGH SCHOOL & COLLEGE WEAR
DRESS UP DAY

8" Graders,
Wear a shirt/ sweatshirt showing other Bethany Bears where you will be
attending high school next year.

Kindergarten - 7" Grades,
Gear up in a shirt/ sweatshirt of your favorite college.

Teachers,
Represent your college alma mater(s) proudly!

MAY 22 2026
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