
COMING UPFROM THE PRINCIPAL

BEAR FACTS

Page 01 

:

Sept. 8-908 Day!
Sept. 8-6th Grade Camp
Meeting 6:30
Sept. 9-New-to-Bethany
Parent Zoom-6:30
Sept. 10-8th Grade Launch
Party
Sept. 14-School Picture Day

            8  Grade DC Meeting 6:30th

Sept. 17-5  Grade Astrocamp
Meeting 6:30 PM

th

Sept. 20-Troubadour sings 8,
                      Trinity sings 9:30 AM
                           8  Grade Meat-th

                      Smoking Competition
                      Fundraiser 5 PM

Sept. 21-25  7  Grade
Catalina Trip

th

Sept. 22-PTL Meeting 6:30 

      

Issue 2:  September 8, 2026

Bethany Lutheran School
Long Beach, CA

Bethany students will be logging into their school-
owned/managed devices soon. Recent news about screen
time has brought attention to an important question: What
role should technology play in a child’s education?

Concerns about children’s increasing exposure to screens
deserve to be taken seriously. We have discussed and will
continue to address those as a staff. At Bethany, however,
we believe there is an important distinction between screen
time and purposeful use of technology for learning.
Scrolling through short-form videos, playing games, or
passively consuming content is very different from using a
device to write an essay, conduct research, create a
presentation, collaborate on a project, or practice a
targeted skill.

Technology can be especially valuable in helping teachers
personalize instruction.  Used thoughtfully, technology can
help us meet students where they are and move them
forward. That doesn’t mean a screen is always the best tool.
Sometimes it’s a Chromebook or iPad; just as often, it’s a
pencil, a book, an experiment, a math manipulative, an art
project, a conversation with a classmate—or, most
importantly, a great teacher. We are especially mindful of
our youngest learners, for whom handwriting, movement,
play, hands-on learning, and face-to-face interaction are
essential.

Our guiding principle is simple: Our goal is not simply to
count minutes. Our goal is to make the minutes count.
We encourage families to take the same thoughtful
approach at home. Even when an app is educational—JiJi
Math, for example—more is not necessarily better. Children
need guidance to achieve balance at home, as well.

At Bethany, we want our students to think deeply,
communicate clearly, create rather than merely consume,
and learn to use technology wisely. Technology is one of the
tools we use to accomplish those goals—it is not the
teacher, not the curriculum, and certainly not the goal.

Learning along with you!
Dr. Fink

Leading Chapel this week:
Dr. Fink

Chapel offerings this month:
Convoy of Hope

Parents, you are always welcome to join
us for worship at 9:00 in the church!



Camp/Outdoor Ed
Meetings

Dress Code Reminders
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Parents, please plan to attend the
mandatory information meetings:
6th Grade: Sept. 8, 6:30  Room 204
8th Grade: Sept. 14, 6:30 Room 203
5th Grade: Sept. 17, 6:30 Room 222

Students should be in uniform dress with red,
white or navy polos on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

On Wednesdays, everyone (staff, too!) should be
wearing their Bethany chapel polo.

On Fridays, students may wear jeans (or jean
shorts or skirts) and Bethany theme/spirit shirts.

Teachers may choose to offer "free dress" as a
class incentive on occasion at their discretion.

The dress code is outlined here on the Bethany
website. 

School Photos
School pictures are scheduled for Monday,
Sept. 14. Please avoid out-of-school
appointments that day.  We do have a make-
up day for absent students, but they will
miss being in the class photo.

Your picture package is pre-paid with your
registration fee.  You may also order
additional prints.

Students should be in uniform dress for
photos.

Welcome!
New-to-Bethany Parent Orientation is
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 6:30
PM by Zoom. (We will email you the link later.)
This informational meeting IS REQUIRED and
it is important that one or both parents
attend. You will receive your electronic copy
of our Parent Handbook, meet members of
the staff and Bethany community and hear
about many of the happenings here on the
Bethany campus. 
We’re looking forward to seeing you!

https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/u/0e17842638_1711468064_uniform-dress-code-policydocx.pdf


Supervisory Volunteers

Earn BIG with FOUR days of Raise Days bonuses!
Raise Days is back and it’s BIG. Earn up to 23% with
125+ bonuses on eCards reloaded gift cards. It’s the
perfect time to stock up for fall, get a jump start on
holiday shopping, or just make the most of your
household budget.
How it works:

Limited time bonuses, Sept. 11 - 14 only
Bonuses exclusively apply to eGift cards and
reloaded gift cards.
Participants must have an online account to
participate.

Ruth Lopez
Scrip Coordinator
Bethany Lutheran Church and School
562-420-7783 ext. 58
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Would you like to drive for field trips or sports, or supervise a small group of students on a
field trip?  Sign up to be a “supervisory volunteer” by completing the following:

Complete a Volunteer Application (if you haven’t completed one in the past.)
Complete Mandated Reporter training for volunteers.
Complete a Driver Form.
Provide your DMV driving record.

Turn in all forms/certificates to the school office.  We will notify you when you’ve been
cleared.

THANK YOU SO MUCH!!

A Bear-y Long Time Ago
In honor of our 80  Year, we hope to bring  you a
little ‘tidbit” of Bethany Lutheran School history
each week, and maybe a few fun photos, as well!

th

This week:
Bethany Lutheran School began in 1947 as a
partnership with St. John Lutheran in North
Long Beach.  St. John provided the principal, Mr.
Eggert, and Bethany hired two teachers:  Mrs.
Eggert and Miss Schwimming.

The first school building had 3 classrooms, 3
teachers and 130 students!

https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=1BL8EE69719L
https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/v/0e7288841_1787598135_volunteer-worker-application.pdf
https://mandatedreporterca.com/
https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/d/0e20054826_1787350366_driver-form-7-28-25.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/customer-service/records-request/online-driver-record-request/


Middle School Corner
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Advisory Teams!
Every middle school student is a member of a multi-grade Advisory Team. 

Each week in Advisory, the students check their grades using Gradelink and graph their grade
percentages on an online graph. Plus, they will check their school email account to practice
building these skills for high school. The teams also focus on building skills in areas like executive
functions, social and emotional development, growth mindset, and test-taking skills.
 
Throughout the year, the teams will participate in a few team tournaments that provide them
with the opportunity to be part of a team, grow their communication skills, and have a good time.

Advisory Team leaders include (and each team has a color as well):
Mr. Royuk (orange), Miss Einspahr (blue), Mr. Brege (red), Mrs. Evans (green), and Mrs. Brege
(yellow).

Last week, the 6th graders joined their Advisory Teams. Now the teams will get to work on
choosing a team name - let the fun begin!





Not all Heroes wear capes!
Check out the QR code above

 to volunteer for PTL activities! 
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ORDERS DUE TOMORROW, 9/9!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScwDBsuOIl_FmDULqPTanZXCbXW2V1LWF-ot5aNCG9Uzg4gWw/viewform


Bethany Family Ministry Groups/Events

All Bethany Bears are welcome!!
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