
Coming up
From the Principal

BEAR FACTS
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Sept. 17-5  Grade Astrocamp
Meeting 6:30 PM

th

Sept. 20-Troubadour sings 8,
                      Trinity sings 9:30 AM
                       8  Grade Meat-th

                      Smoking Competition
                      Fundraiser 5 PM

Sept. 21-25  7  Grade
Catalina Trip

th

Sept. 22-PTL Meeting 6:30 
Sept. 29-SEEDS Virtual Parent
Education Night
Sept. 30-Oct. 2-5  Grade to
Astrocamp

th

Oct. 2-Middle School Movie
Night
Oct. 5-7-6  Grade Campth

      

Issue 3:  September 15, 2026

Bethany Lutheran School
Long Beach, CA

Leading Chapel this week:
Xavria Schwarz

PSD Education Executive

Chapel offerings this month:
Convoy of Hope

Parents, you are always welcome to join
us for worship at 9:00 in the church!

This fall marks my 44th year as a Lutheran educator, my
30th year at Bethany, and my 23rd year serving as your
principal. What an extraordinary blessing these years have
been! Bethany has become much more than the place
where I serve—it is a community and ministry that I dearly
love.

Perhaps that is what makes the news I am sharing with you
especially bittersweet: There comes a time in every season
of ministry to trust the Lord with what comes next and to
make room for new leadership. To that end, I have decided
that this will be my final school year as Bethany’s principal.  I
will retire from this position at the end of the school year,
effective July 1, 2027, and will prayerfully seek where the
Lord may be calling me to serve in my retirement years. For
the record, Mr. Fink will also be retiring as of February 2027
and we are definitely looking forward to spending more time
with our four adorable grandchildren!  :)

We still have an entire school year ahead of us, and I am "all
in" for everything the year will hold.  But for now, I do want
to say thank you. Thank you for granting me the privilege of
partnering with you in the education and nurture of your
children and for entrusting me with the leadership of this
precious school ministry.

As Bethany begins the search for its next principal, please
join me praying that the Lord will guide every step and begin
preparing the person who will lead Bethany into its next
chapter. After 80 years of God’s faithfulness to this school,
we know we can trust Him with what comes next. Great is
His faithfulness!

Blessed to be at Bethany,
Dr. Fink



Camp/Outdoor Ed
Meetings

Middle School Corner
Getting to know Mrs. Evans

 
Birthplace: Chicago, Illinois (flew on a plane at only 8 days old to move to Phoenix, AZ)

Middle School Memory: My dad and I wrote faith-based lyrics to popular songs and played them
on the guitar and sang them with my friends during youth group. We wrote one to Green Day's song,
“She,” but titled it, “He," and it was all about the Trinity- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Education:  B.A. - Concordia University Irvine, English major, Theology minor
M.Ed. - Concordia University Irvine, Curriculum and Instruction

Favorite Bible Verse: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105

Lives: In Long Beach near Heartwell Park

Favorite Hobby: Reading, watching baseball, and attending Broadway musicals
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Parents, please plan to attend the
mandatory information meetings:
5th Grade: Sept. 17, 6:30 Room 222

Parents, our most up-to-date
handbook can always be found on
our website:  Parent Handbook

Some updated policies to note in
this 2026 edition:

Supervisory Volunteers
Professional Boundaries
Student Illness
Parties and Treats
Artificial Intelligence

Let us know if you have any
questions or concerns!

Parent Handbook

https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/p/0e21448184_1788986577_parent-handbook-2026.pdf


Supervisory Volunteers
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Would you like to drive for field trips or sports, or supervise a small group of students on a
field trip?  Sign up to be a “supervisory volunteer” by completing the following:

Complete a Volunteer Application (if you haven’t completed one in the past.)
Complete Mandated Reporter training for volunteers.
Complete a Driver Form.
Provide your DMV driving record.

Turn in all forms/certificates to the school office.  We will notify you when you’ve been
cleared.

THANK YOU SO MUCH!!

A Bear-y Long Time Ago
In honor of our 80  Year, we hope to bring  you
a little ‘tidbit” of Bethany Lutheran School
history each week, and maybe a few fun
photos, as well!

th

This week:
From the notes of Philip Pohlman, the first
principal called by Bethany:  "When I came,
Bethany was just a few buildings sitting in a
big field.  Our parking lot was a dirt field as
was our playground.  Winter rains sometimes
created interesting situations, such as getting
your car stuck in the mud on the parking
lot....some of you remember "Lake Bethany."
A good rain would change a low spot into a
mud puddle about 100 feet in diameter
which sometimes remained for a week or
longer. On occasion, our school children
would sail boats around the edge. One day a
second grade girl fell in, face down.  We had
to wash off the mud before we could tell who
it was!

Are you a Ralphs shopper? It may not be on
RaiseRight, but you can still earn a rebate!
If you already have a Ralphs Shoppers/Rewards
card, you can link it to Bethany. Look for
BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL /
NPO - PM735 
OR if you don’t have a digital account - create
one, and then link to Bethany.

Bethany receives a check a few times a year
from Ralphs, but with no designations to
individuals. All you need to do is screenshot
your earnings page and share it with me. I will
add it to your rebate.

Don't need a tuition rebate? You can still join
and let your grocery shopping contribute to the
Scrip program!

Use the link to connect to Ralphs Community
Reward program and get started today!

https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/v/0e7288841_1787598135_volunteer-worker-application.pdf
https://mandatedreporterca.com/
https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/17792/uploaded/d/0e20054826_1787350366_driver-form-7-28-25.pdf
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/customer-service/records-request/online-driver-record-request/


Bethany Family Ministry Groups/Events

All Bethany Bears are welcome!!





https://www.eventbrite.com/e/movie-screening-the-dyslexic-advantage-tickets-2000522500652
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