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PRELUDE: “Carol of the Bells” Jubilate Handbell Choir 
 ~arr. Alex Guebert 
     

WELCOME 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN:     “Jesus Shall Reign”  LSB 832 

 

 

 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: (based on Isaiah 9) 
 

L:   The people walking in darkness have seen a great light! 

P:   For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 

L:   And He is called Wonderful Counselor, Might God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace 

P:   His kingdom, established with justice and righteousness, will never end 

L:   The zeal of the Lord Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit will accomplish this.   

P:  Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN AND FORGIVENESS:  (based on Isaiah 53)   
 

L:   We all like sheep have gone astray, 

P:   Each of us has turned their own way  
 

L:   and the LORD has laid on Christ the iniquity of us all. 
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P:   Forgive us Lord, 

L:   For we have not loved You with our whole heart and we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

P:   And the LORD has laid on Christ the iniquity of us all.  Forgive us Lord, 

L:   For we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed,  

P:   And the LORD has laid on Christ the iniquity of us all.  Forgive us Lord, 

L:   For we have sinned against You in what we have done and in what we have left 
undone. 

P:   And the LORD has laid on Christ my iniquity. 

 
moment of silent reflection 

 
L:   Jesus has taken up your infirmities and carried your sorrows.  He was pierced for 

your transgressions and crushed for your iniquities; the punishment that brings 
you peace was upon Him, for by His wounds you are healed and your sin 
forgiven.  Amen.   

 
RESPONSIVE HYMN: “Lord of All Hopefulness” LSB 738 
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LITANY OF PEACE AND WREATH LIGHTING: 
 

L:   Prince of Peace, 

P:   Lead us in Your paths 

L:   Calm our troubled hearts 

P:   enter our broken and divided world 
All:  and rule and reign in and over us, O Prince of Peace.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Then a shoot will come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch from its roots will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him— 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of advice and power, 
the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
He will gladly bear the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what His eyes see 
or decide by what His ears hear. 
He will judge the poor justly. 
He will make fair decisions for the humble people on earth. 
He will strike the earth with a rod from His mouth. 
He will kill the wicked with the breath from His lips. 
Justice will be the belt around His waist. 
 
Faithfulness will be the belt around his hips. 
Wolves will live with lambs. 
Leopards will lie down with goats. 
Calves, young lions, and year-old lambs will be together, 
and little children will lead them. 
Cows and bears will eat together. 
Their young will lie down together. 
Lions will eat straw like oxen. 
Infants will play near cobras’ holes. 
Toddlers will put their hands into vipers’ nests. 
They will not hurt or destroy anyone anywhere on my holy mountain. 
The world will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
like water covering the sea. 
At that time the root of Jesse will stand as a banner 
for the people to gather around. 
The nations will come to Him. 
His resting place will be glorious.-GW® 
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MINISTRY OF MUSIC: “Carol of the Lamb” 8:00 & 9:30 Bethany Choir 
 ~ David von Kampen 
 
   

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  Romans 15:4-13 
 

Everything written long ago was written to teach us so that we would have confidence 
through the endurance and encouragement which the Scriptures give us. May God, who 
gives you this endurance and encouragement, allow you to live in harmony with each 
other by following the example of Christ Jesus. Then, having the same goal, you will 
praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore, accept each other in the same way that Christ accepted you. He did this to 
bring glory to God. Let me explain. Christ became a servant for the Jewish people to 
reveal God’s truth. As a result, He fulfilled God’s promise to the ancestors of the Jewish 
people. People who are not Jewish praise God for His mercy as well. This is what the 
Scriptures say, 

 

“That is why I will give thanks to You among the nations 
and I will sing praises to Your name.” 

 

And Scripture says again, 
 

“You nations, be happy together with His people!” 
 

And again, 
 

“Praise the Lord, all you nations! 
Praise Him, all you people of the world!” 

 

Again, Isaiah says, 
 

“There will be a root from Jesse. 
He will rise to rule the nations, 
and He will give the nations hope.” 

 

May God, the source of hope, fill you with joy and peace through your faith in Him. Then 
you will overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.-GW® 

 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 8:00 & 9:30 
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HOLY GOSPEL READING: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Later, John the Baptizer appeared in the desert of Judea. His message was, “Turn to 
God and change the way you think and act, because the kingdom of heaven is 
near.” Isaiah the prophet spoke about this man when he said, 
 

“A voice cries out in the desert: 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord! 
Make His paths straight!’ ” 
 

John wore clothes made from camel’s hair and had a leather belt around his waist. His 
diet consisted of locusts and wild honey. 
 

Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole Jordan Valley went to him. As they confessed their 
sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to be baptized, he said to 
them, “You poisonous snakes! Who showed you how to flee from God’s coming 
anger? Do those things that prove you have turned to God and have changed the way 
you think and act. Don’t think you can say, ‘Abraham is our ancestor.’ I can guarantee 
that God can raise up descendants for Abraham from these stones. The ax is now ready 
to cut the roots of the trees. Any tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into a fire. I baptize you with water so that you will change the way you think and 
act. But the one who comes after me is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to remove 
His sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing  shovel is in 
His hand, and He will clean up His threshing floor. He will gather His wheat into a barn, 
but He will burn the husks in a fire that can never be put out.” -GW® 
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SERMON HYMN:     “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” LSB 357 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE:  “It Shall Come to Pass…Paradise”    Isaiah 11:1-10 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” LSB 344  

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED (*catholic means the universal Christian 

Church) 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
      and born of the virgin Mary, 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      On the third day He rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERING:  The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now 
available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.  For On-line Giving information, contact 

Maraley at  mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org  or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 

 
 
CONSECRATION OF GIFTS 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 
 

L:   Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of Your Son.   

P:   Receive our gifts Lord and through them empower ministry that leads 
many, including us, to grow in repentance and peace; 

L:   Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER:    
  

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our  

Lord gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this 

sacrament.  God intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin,  

trust in Christ as their Savior, desire to live for Him alone, and join in  

this joyful confession. 
 

 

To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy 
hymnal.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to 

come to You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to 
give in this sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let 

me experience the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, 
through this meal of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, 

through this Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one 
who has received You and Your gifts.  Amen.” 

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers on the stand next to the pillar pulpit side (when kneeling for communion) or on 
the stand in front of the baptismal font (when processing for communion) are gluten free. 

 
 

In our 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. services, we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous 
communion.  We will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and 
come forward and remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the 

elements, you are invited to return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 

 
DISTRIBUTION: 
 
 “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”  LSB 584 
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 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”   LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BENEDICTION: 
 

L:   Christ Jesus, Lord and Savior, come, we open wide our hearts, Your home.  Oh 
enter with Your radiant grace, on our lives patterns shine Your face, and let Your 
Holy Spirit guide to gracious vistas rich and wide. 

P:   Our God, we praise Your name, forevermore the same. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  “Lift High the Cross” LSB 837 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE  
   

T                    T                    T 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT & STREAMING INFORMATION: 
 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
706149. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.cph.org with license #000012696. All 
rights reserved. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.ccli.com with license 
#20537224. All rights reserved. 
 

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission, LSBHymnLicense.net  
 

“Jesus Shall Reign”  LSB 832 
Text:  Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 
Tune:  attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
 

http://www.cph.org/
http://www.ccli.com/
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“Lord of All Hopefulness”  LSB 738 
Text:  Jan Struther, 1901-53. Tune:  Irish; setting:  Carlton R. Young, b. 1926. 
Text: © Oxford University Press.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Tune:  Public domain 
Setting: ©1964 Abingdon Press; Admin: The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-
706149 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   LSB 357 
Text:  Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66 alt. 
Tune:  French, 15th cent.; setting:  C. Winfred Douglass, 1867-1944 Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344. 
Text:  Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite. 
Tune:  adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621; setting:  George R. Woodward, 1848-1934 Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”  LSB 584 
Text:  Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926.  ©1997 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 
Tune:  Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1825; setting:  Margaret W. Mealey, b. 1922. 
Tune:  Public Domain; setting:  ©1984 Margaret W. Mealey.  All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  LSB 359 
Text:  German, 16th cent., sts. 1-2, 4; Friedrich L.C. Layriz, 1808-59, st. 3; 
tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2, alt.; tr. Harriet R.K. Spaeth, 1845-1925,  
st. 3; tr. John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, Köln, 1599; setting:  Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“Lift High the Cross”   LSB 837 
Text:  George W. Kitchin; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.  Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947. 
Text and music: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.  All rights reserved.   Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 
 
 

T                    T                    T 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
 

Acolyte 8:00…Ben Culley Crucifer 8:00…Timothy O’Conner 
Acolyte 9:30…Anastasia Kienitz Crucifer 9:30…Henry Cerulle  
Liturgist…Karl Fink Preacher…Pastor Kevin Kritzer 
Lector 8:00…Chris Cale Lector 9:30…Mike Riordan Lector 11:00…Nick Davies 
Director of Music and Worship Arts…Noah Freeman Accompanist…Kevin Bowers  
Children’s Message…Emma Schutte 
 

T                    T                    T 
 
 

 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for 
worship today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its 
ministries, please scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to 

Bethany’s fillable information form.  
 

T                    T                    T                    
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Please visit our websites to find out more about our Church, School and Preschool.  Get 
weekly updates by signing up for the Bethany Bullet—our weekly capsule of worship 

highlights and campus-wide information. 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church and its Ministries are found at: www.bethanylutheran.org 
 

Bethany Lutheran School information can be found by visiting their website at: 
www.bethanylutheran.org/school/ 

 

Bethany Preschool’s website: www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/ 
 

To sign up for the weekly Bethany Broadcast: https://bit.ly/BethanyBroadcastSignUp 
 

T                T              T 
 

DONATE TO BETHANY’S FLOWER FUND! 
 

Flowers are used to decorate the altar every Sunday, for special seasons such as Christmas 
and Easter, as well as other important dates during the church calendar. You are able to 
make two types of donations to the Altar Flower Fund: a general donation and a special 
request with recognition.  
 

· A Special Request with Recognition* is a special type of Altar Flower 
donation. This request will be printed in the bulletin. For example, it could be 
given in memory of a person who has gone before us, for a wedding 
anniversary, baptismal birthday or a birthday celebration, etc.  This 
recognition has a suggested donation of $75. 
 

· A General Donation to the Altar Flower Fund enables Bethany to have 
flowers in worship and for our shut-in and hospitalized members to receive 
flowers from our flower ministry team, even when no one has ordered flowers 
for specific purposes on Sunday. This General Donation is for any amount 
you wish to give. 

 

*If you are making a Special Request with Recognition, please use this form to let us 
know of your donation for a specific Sunday date and what the significance of that donation 
is towards. IMPORTANT: Please complete this form at least 2 weeks prior to that date, so 
that information regarding your donation can be printed in the Sunday bulletin for the date 
requested. 
 

Sign up to donate to Bethany’s Altar Flower Fund, please use this URL: 

 
https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers 

Or scan Bethany’s Flower Fund QR code to the right:  

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/school/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/
https://bit.ly/BethanyBroadcastSignUp
https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers

