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April 26, 2026 
Bethany Lutheran, Long Beach 

 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME 
 

OPENING HYMN: “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” LSB 475 
   

 

 

 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION: (based on I Peter 1:1 & 2) 
 

L:   Strangers in the world, God’s own people, chosen according to the Father’s 
knowledge, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and the blood of Jesus 

P:   Grace and peace are ours in abundance. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  (based on I Peter 1:14 , 1:18-19 & 2:1) 
 

L:   As obedient children rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and 
slander of every kind. 

P:   Most merciful God, we confess that too often we are disobedient children who 
fail to love You with our whole hearts; and who fail to love their neighbors as 
much as we love ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that as obedient children we delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.  
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L:   Beloved children of the Lord, it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect.  Through Him you have been forgiven and so your faith and hope 
are in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE:   “Praise to You and Adoration” LSB 692  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:42-47 
 

The disciples were devoted to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to prayer. A feeling of fear came over everyone as many amazing things and 
miraculous signs happened through the apostles. All the believers kept meeting together, 
and they shared everything with each other. From time to time, they sold their property and 
other possessions and distributed the money to anyone who needed it. The believers had a 
single purpose and went to the temple every day. They were joyful and humble as they ate at 
each other’s homes and shared their food. At the same time, they praised God and had the 
good will of all the people. Every day the Lord saved people, and they were added to the 
group. –GW® 
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SECOND READING:  I Peter 2:19-25 
 
God is pleased if a person is aware of Him while enduring the pains of unjust suffering. What 
credit do you deserve if you endure a beating for doing something wrong? But if you endure 
suffering for doing something good, God is pleased with you. 

 
God called you to endure suffering because Christ suffered for you. He left you an example 
so that you could follow in His footsteps. Christ never committed any sin. He never spoke 
deceitfully. Christ never verbally abused those who verbally abused Him. When He suffered, 
He didn’t make any threats but left everything to the one who judges fairly. Christ carried our 
sins in His body on the cross so that freed from our sins, we could live a life that has God’s 
approval. His wounds have healed you. You were like lost sheep. Now you have come back 
to the shepherd and bishop of your lives. –GW® 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
GOSPEL:  John 10:1-10 
 
“I can guarantee this truth: The person who doesn’t enter the sheep pen through the gate but 
climbs in somewhere else is a thief or a robber. But the one who enters through the gate is 
the shepherd. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep respond to his voice. 
He calls his sheep by name and leads them out of the pen. After he has brought out all his 
sheep, he walks ahead of them. The sheep follow him because they recognize his 
voice. They won’t follow a stranger. Instead, they will run away from a stranger because they 
don’t recognize his voice.” Jesus used this illustration as he talked to the people, but they 
didn’t understand what he meant. 

 
Jesus emphasized, “I can guarantee this truth: I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
before I did were thieves or robbers. However, the sheep didn’t respond to them. I am the 
gate. Those who enter the sheep pen through me will be saved. They will go in and out of 
the sheep pen and find food. A thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy. But I came so that my 
sheep will have life and so that they will have everything they need. –GW® 
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SERMON HYMN:   “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
MESSAGE:  “When You’re a Stranger”  1 Peter 2:19-25 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”  LSB 711  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING:   

The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now 
available by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.   For On-line Giving information, contact 
Andria at  arosas@bethanylutheran.org or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 

 

CONSECRATION OF GIFTS:  (based on I Peter 2:4-5) 
 

L:   You have come to Jesus, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to Him. 

P:   We, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. 

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:   (I Peter 3:15)  
 

L:   The apostle calls us to set Christ apart as Lord and be prepared to share the reason 
for the hope we have in Him.  The hope summarized in the Creed we confess with all 
those who live on earth as strangers and long for Christ’s appearing:    

 
 
NICENE CREED: (*catholic means the universal Christian Church) 

 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
  Through him all things were made.   
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.    
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.   
   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
  He has spoken through the prophets.   
  We believe in one holy *catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:   
 

L: Humbly, under God’s mighty hand we come before Him in prayer, casting all anxiety 
on Him because He cares for us (I Peter 5:6-7) praying, Lord in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer: 
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LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on page 11 
 with Announcements. 

 
 
 
 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of 
Holy Communion: 

 
 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord 
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this 

sacrament.  God intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in 
Christ as their Savior, desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 
To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the burgundy 
hymnal.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to 

come to You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to 
give in this sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let 

me experience the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, 
through this meal of Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, 

through this Your meal that promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one 
who has received You and Your gifts.  Amen.” 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

For those communing, who so desire, center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers next to the Christ candle are gluten free;  

for those with dietary restrictions, please take a gluten free wafer. 
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In our 9:30 a.m. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  We 
will not kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward and 
remain standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you are 

invited to return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:    
 
 “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” LSB 641 
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 “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” LSB 620 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
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HOLY BAPTISM: 
 
 

9:30         T   TREVOR BRIAN CROISSANT   T 
 
 
 

Elder: Through Baptism, God has made Trevor a member of the priesthood we all 
share in Christ Jesus, that together we may present the forgiveness of God in 
Christ to our world. 

 

People: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 
member of the body of Christ and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
BLESSING:  ( based on I Peter 4:11) 
 
L:   The Lord will bless and keep you, make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 

P:  To Him be praise, glory and power forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  “On What Has Now Been Sown”   LSB 921    

 

 

      
 
 

POSTLUDE 
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COPYRIGHT & STREAMING PERMISSIONS: 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-706149. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.cph.org with license #000012696. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.ccli.com with license #20537224. All rights reserved. 
 

Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission, LSBHymnLicense.net #000012696 
 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”   LSB 475  Text:  Cyril A. Alington, alt. Tune:  Melchior Vulpius; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. 
Music:  Public domain Text: © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  
 

“Praise to You and Adoration”  LSB 692  Text:  Thomas Hansen Kingo; tr. Kristen Kvamme, st. 1, alt; tr. Christian Worship, 1993, st. 2. Tune:  Trente 
quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Text and Music:  Public domain. 
 

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”   LSB 685   Text:  Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune:  Georg G. Boltze, 
18th cent. Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, Augsburg Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-
706149.  Music:  Public domain. 
 

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”   LSB 711 
Text:  Hymns for the Young, 4th ed., London, 1836, alt. Music:  William B. Bradbury, 1816-68.  Text and music:  Public domain. 
 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”  LSB 641 
Text:  Omer E. Westendorf, 1916-97  Text:  ©1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”  LSB 620  Text: Heinrich Puchta; tr. David W. Rogner.  Tune:  Johann Löhner; adapt. Johann Balthausar König. 
Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text: ©David W. Rogner. All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Tune:  Public domain 
 

“On What Has Now Been Sown”  LSB 921 
Text:  John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Tune:  John Darwall, 1731-89; setting:  Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978. Text and music:  Public Domain. 
 

T                    T                    T 
 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Acolyte 9:30…Anastasia Kienitz Crucifer 9:30…Henry Cerulle 
Lector 8:00…Greg Goebel   Lector 9:30…Lily Craft  
Liturgist…Karl Fink  Preacher...Pastor Kevin Kritzer 
Organist/Pianist…Kevin Bowers  Children’s Message…Kaley Ross 
 

T                    T                    T 
 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for worship 
today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its ministries, please 
scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to Bethany’s fillable 
information form. 

T                    T                    T 
 

 

Today’s Flowers are given to the glory of God: 
 

~ in celebration of our Grandson’s Baptism 
Trevor Brian Croissant ~ 

 

Love, Brian and Christie Betz 
 

T                    T                    T 

http://www.cph.org/
http://www.ccli.com/

