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Bethany Lutheran, Long Beach 
 
PRELUDE:   “Processional” Jubilate Handbell Choir 
 ~Arnold B. Sherman 

 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN:  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461 

 

 

  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION: (based on I Peter 1:3&4) 
 
L:   Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

P:   In His great mercy He has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead! 

 

L: and an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:   (based on I Peter 2:11-12, 18, 21-22) 

 
L:   Dear Friends, I urge you as aliens and strangers in this world to abstain from sinful 

desires, which war against your soul. 

P:   O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, and by grace bring us to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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L:   Jesus Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, the righteous of the unrighteous, 
to bring us to God.  By His wounds we have been healed. Our sins have been 
forgiven and we have been saved by the risen Jesus, who has gone into heaven and 
is at God’s right hand.  Amen. 

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   “Zion’s Walls” Bethany Choir 
 ~Mark Hayes 
 

FIRST READING:  Acts 7:51-60 
 

“How stubborn can you be? How can you be so heartless and disobedient? You’re just 
like your ancestors. They always opposed the Holy Spirit, and so do you! Was there ever 
a prophet your ancestors didn’t persecute? They killed those who predicted that a man 
with God’s approval would come. You have now become the people who betrayed and 
murdered that man. You are the people who received Moses’ Teachings, which were put 
into effect by angels. But you haven’t obeyed those teachings.” 
 

As council members listened to Stephen, they became noticeably furious. But Stephen 
was full of the Holy Spirit. He looked into heaven, saw God’s glory, and Jesus in the 
honored position—the one next to God the Father on the heavenly throne. So Stephen 
said, “Look, I see heaven opened and the Son of Man in the honored position—the one 
next to God the Father on the throne!” 
 

But the council members shouted and refused to listen. Then they rushed at Stephen 
with one purpose in mind, and after they had thrown him out of the city, they began to 
stone him to death. The witnesses left their coats with a young man named Saul. 
 

While council members were executing Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, welcome 
my spirit.” Then he knelt down and shouted, “Lord, don’t hold this sin against them.” 
After he had said this, he died. –GW® 

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   “Passacaglia No. 2 in C” Crescendo Handbell Choir 
 ~Valerie Stephenson 
  

SECOND READING:  I Peter 2:1-10 
 

So get rid of every kind of evil, every kind of deception, hypocrisy, jealousy, and every 
kind of slander. Desire God’s pure word as newborn babies desire milk. Then you will 
grow in your salvation. Certainly, you have tasted that the Lord is good! 
 

You are coming to Christ, the living stone who was rejected by humans but was chosen 
as precious by God. You come to Him as living stones, a spiritual house that is being 
built into a holy priesthood. So, offer spiritual sacrifices that God accepts through Jesus 
Christ. That is why Scripture says, 
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“I am laying a chosen and precious cornerstone in Zion, 
and the person who believes in Him 
will never be ashamed.” 
 

This honor belongs to those who believe. But to those who don’t believe: 
 

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone, 
a stone that people trip over, 
a large rock that people find offensive.” 
 

The people tripped over the word because they refused to believe it. Therefore, this is 
how they ended up. 
 

However, you are chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, people who belong 
to God. You were chosen to tell about the excellent qualities of God, who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were not God’s people, but now you are. 
Once you were not shown mercy, but now you have been shown mercy. –GW® 
 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   “Make a Joyful Noise” 8:00 am Trinity Choir 
 ~Jeff Reeves 9:30 Troubadour Choir 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC:   “Celebration” 9:30 Preschool 
 ~Forrest Frank & Pera Krstajic 

 
GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14  
 

“Don’t be troubled. Believe in God, and believe in Me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms. If that were not true, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for 
you? If I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again. Then I will bring you into My 
presence so that you will be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 
 

Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where You’re going. So how can we know the 
way?” 
 

Jesus answered him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one goes to the Father 
except through Me. –GW® 
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SERMON HYMN:       “O Word of God” 

 ~Craig Courtney 

 *Congregation will join in singing on this final stanza 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MESSAGE:  “When You’re a Stranger”   I Peter 2:19-25 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  “When In Our Music God is Glorified” LSB 796 

 

 

 

 

  
OFFERING:  
  

The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now available 
by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.   For On-line Giving information, contact Andria at  

arosas@bethanylutheran.org or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 

 
 

CONSECRATION OF GIFTS:   (based on I Peter 4:10)) 
 

L:   Each one of us should use whatever gifts we have received from God to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. 

 
 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:   (I Peter 3:15)  
 

L:   The apostle calls us to set Christ apart as Lord and be prepared to share the 
reason for the hope we have in Him.  The hope summarized in the Creed we 
confess with all those who live on earth as strangers and long for Christ’s 
appearing:    

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (*catholic means the universal Christian Church) 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
      and born of the virgin Mary, 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      On the third day He rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

L: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 
 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord 
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

 
To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the hymnal.  Or 

simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to You; to eat 
and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this sacred meal. 
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Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience the fullness of 
Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal of Yours that 

calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that promises life 
everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received You and Your gifts.  Amen.” 

 

For those communing, who so desire, the center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
The wafers on the stand next to the pillar pulpit side (when kneeling for communion) or on 
the stand in front of the baptismal font (when processing for communion) are gluten free. 

 
 

In our 9:30 am service, we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  We will not 
kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward and remain 
standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you are invited to 

return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  “Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588 
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 “Beautiful Savior” LSB 537 
 *Choir only on Stanzas 2 and 3 

 

 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BLESSING:  ( based on I Peter 4:11) 
 

L:   The Lord will bless and keep you, make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

 

P:  To Him be praise, glory, and power forever and ever. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN:  “Thy Strong Word” LSB 578 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
POSTLUDE:   “Prelude on “EBENEZER” or “TON-Y-BOTEL”  Organ 
 ~Healey Willan  

T                    T                    T 

COPYRIGHT & STREAMING PERMISSIONS: 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-706149. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.cph.org with license #000012696. All rights reserved. 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.ccli.com with license #20537224. All rights reserved. 
 

Liturgy from Lutheran Service Book, © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission, LSBHymnLicense.net #000012696 
 

“I Know That My Redeemer Lives” LSB 461 Text: Samuel Medley. Tune:  John C. Hatton; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941. Public domain. 

http://www.cph.org/
http://www.ccli.com/
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“Zion’s Walls”  Arr. Mark Hayes.  ©2011 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Make a Joyful Noise”  Arr. Jeff Reeves. Tune & Text: © 2013 by HAL LEONARD CORPORATION All rights reserved.  ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Celebration” by Forrest Frank and Pera Krstajic; ©2025 River House Records.  All rights reserved. 
 

“O Word of God” 
Arr. Craig Courtney. ©2023 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved.  Reprinted and Streamed under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“When in Our Music God Is Glorified”  LSB 796  Text:  Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Tune:  ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924. 
Text:  © 1972 Hope Publishing Co.   All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. Tune:  Public domain. Setting:  Sondra K. 
Tucker ©2025 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.  Reprinted and Streamed under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Beautiful Savior”   LSB 537  Text:  Münsterisch Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904. Tune:  Silesian, 19th cent.; 
setting:  Service Book and Hymnal, 1958. Text and music:  Public domain.  Setting:  Robert A. Hobby ©1989 Morning Star Music Publishing 
Company. All rights reserved Reprinted and Streamed under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
 

“Jesus Loves Me”  LSB 588 Text: Anna B. Warner, alt. Music:  William B. Bradbury, Text & music:  Public domain. 
 

“Thy Strong Word”   LSB 578 
Text:  Martin H. Franzmann Tune:  Thomas J. Williams; Setting:  John A. Behnke (ASCAP). ©2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted and Streamed under ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Text & setting: ©1969 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
ONELICENSE #A-706149.  Tune:  Public domain. 

T                    T                    T 
 

SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
 

Acolyte 8:00…Anastasia Kienitz Crucifer 8:00…Liam Quitoriano 
Lector 8:00…Neal and Barbara Hasty Lector 9:30…Ruth Lopez 
Liturgist…Pastor Kevin Kritzer  Preacher…Reverend Mark Siegert 
Director of Music Ministries and Worship Arts…Noah Freeman   
Crescendo Bells Director…Sara Cerulle Organist…Robert Bottoms 
Accompanist…Kevin Bowers Trumpet…Jacob Lange, Mara Widmann 
Trombone…Ken Black Tuba…Craig Dean 
Timpani…Gabriel “Slam” Nobles Children’s Message…Alissa Brege 
Sound/Production…Felix Rivera, Jon Widmann 
 
 

T                    T                    T 
 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for worship 
today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its ministries, 
please scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to Bethany’s fillable 
information form. 
 

T                    T                    T 
 

Parents of Young Children:  We are so glad you and your children are here! Children are 
a joyful part of worship—after all, God created them with curiosity, energy, and yes, a few 
wiggles. Please don’t feel pressure to keep them perfectly still in God’s house. Their 
presence is truly a gift to our church family. 
 

Worship is where we learn, together, how to listen and speak to God alongside our brothers 
and sisters in faith. You are welcome to quietly explain parts of the service and what our 
worship leaders are doing—children learn how to worship by watching and imitating you. 
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If it would be helpful, “worship bags” are available in the Narthex with items designed to 
support children and families during worship. Childcare is also available in our Nursery for 
children from birth through age five. Our caring and qualified staff look forward to welcoming 
your little one into a safe and loving environment. 
 

Bethany’s Nursery is located across the courtyard. Please feel free to ask an usher if you 
need directions—we’re happy to help. 
 

T                    T                    T 
 

TO BETHANY’S FLOWER FUND! 
 

Flowers are used to decorate the altar every Sunday, for special seasons such as Christmas 
and Easter, as well as other important dates during the church calendar. You are able to make 
two types of donations to the Altar Flower Fund: a general donation and a special request with 
recognition.  

 

• A SPECIAL REQUEST WITH RECOGNITION* is a special type of Altar 
Flower donation. This request will be printed in the bulletin. 
For example, it could be given in memory of a person who has gone 
before us, for a wedding anniversary, baptismal birthday or a birthday 
celebration, etc.  This recognition has a suggested donation of 
$75. 

 
• A GENERAL DONATION TO THE ALTAR FLOWER FUND enables 

Bethany to have flowers in worship and for our shut-in and hospitalized 
members to receive flowers from our flower ministry team, even when 
no one has ordered flowers for specific purposes on 
Sunday. This General Donation is for any amount you wish to 
give. 

 
*If you are making a Special Request with Recognition, please use this form 
to let us know of your donation for a specific Sunday date and what the 
significance of that donation is towards. IMPORTANT: Please complete this 
form at least 2 weeks prior to that date, so that information regarding your 
donation can be printed in the Sunday bulletin for the date requested. 
 

Sign up to donate to Bethany’s Altar Flower Fund, please use this URL: 
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers 

Or scan Bethany’s Flower Fund QR code to the right:  
 
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers

