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As We Gather 
 

“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament, and is truly the purest gospel.  It is 
worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that he 
should occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul.  We can never read it 
or ponder over it too much; for the more we deal with it, the more precious it becomes and 
the better it tastes.”   Martin Luther Luther’s Works vol. 35:365 

 
PRELUDE 
   

 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN:   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LSB 790 
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INVOCATION: 
 

L:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father, from the Lord Jesus Christ and from the 
Holy Spirit, who proceeds from both.  (Romans 1:7) 

P: Amen  
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 
L:  Jesus Christ, through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of 

God by His resurrection from the dead. (Rmns 1:4) 

P: We are among those who have been called to belong to Him. (Rmns 1:6) 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
 

L:  When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. 

P: Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned, 
including me. (Romans 5:12) 

 

L:  The Law of God is good.  The trouble is with me! 

P: I am bound in sin.  I don’t even fully understand myself.  There are times in 
which I really want to do what is good and right, but I don’t do it.  Instead, I do 
the very thing I despise.  I am a hypocrite. I know perfectly well that what I do is 
at times wrong, and my guilty conscience shows that I agree that the law is 
good.  But I can’t help myself.  So far as my sinful nature is concerned, I am 
rotten to the core.  No matter which way I turn, I can’t make myself do right.  So 
many have been the times that I have wanted to do right, but I couldn’t.  I wanted 
to do good, but didn’t.  So often when I have tried not to do wrong, I have done 
so anyway.  What a miserable person I am!  Lord, free me from the life that is 
dominated by sin, and rescue me from death.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, my 
Lord.  Amen. (Rmns 7:18-19&25) 

 

L:  I am here to announce that there is no condemnation for you who are Christ’s own 
people.  God didn’t deal with the problem of sin as something remote or 
unimportant.  In His Son, Jesus, He personally took on the human condition and set it 
right once and for all.  Now God has taken up residence in your life, go in peace and 
serve the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

L:  Oh, the depth of the riches of Your wisdom and knowledge, O God. 

P: From You and through You and to You are all things. To You be glory forever! 
(Rmns 11:33 & 36) 

 

SONG OF PRAISE:  “In Christ Alone” 
 

Verse 1   
In Christ alone my hope is found  
He is my light my strength my song  
This Cornerstone this solid Ground   
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm  
What heights of love what depths of peace   
When fears are stilled when strivings cease   
My Comforter my All in All  
Here in the love of Christ I stand  
  

Verse 2  
In Christ alone who took on flesh  
Fullness of God in helpless babe  
This gift of love and righteousness  
Scorned by the ones He came to save  
Till on that cross as Jesus died  
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid  
Here in the death of Christ I live 
  

Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
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PSALM 100 (We read responsively) 

 

L:   Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 
Serve the Lord with gladness! 

P:  Come into His presence with singing! 
 

L:   Know that the Lord, He is God! 
 It is He who made us, and we are His;   

P:  we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 
 

L:   Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! 

P:  Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 
 

L:   For the Lord is good; 

P:  His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations. —ESV® 
 

 
SECOND READING:  Romans 5:6-15 
 

Look at it this way: At the right time, while we were still helpless, Christ died for ungodly 
people. Finding someone who would die for a godly person is rare. Maybe someone would 
have the courage to die for a good person. Christ died for us while we were still sinners. This 
demonstrates God’s love for us. 
 

Since Christ’s blood has now given us God’s approval, we are even more certain that Christ 
will save us from God’s anger. If the death of His Son restored our relationship with God 
while we were still His enemies, we are even more certain that, because of this restored 
relationship, the life of His Son will save us. In addition, our Lord Jesus Christ lets us 
continue to brag about God. After all, it is through Christ that we now have this restored 
relationship with God. 
 

Sin came into the world through one person, and death came through sin. So, death spread 
to everyone, because everyone sinned. Sin was in the world before there were any laws. But 
no record of sin can be kept when there are no laws. Yet, death ruled from the time of Adam 
to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin in the same way Adam did when he 
disobeyed. Adam is an image of the one who would come. 
 

There is no comparison between God’s gift and Adam’s failure. If humanity died as the result 
of one person’s failure, it is certainly true that God’s kindness and the gift given through the 
kindness of one person, Jesus Christ, have been showered on humanity. —GW® 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 9:35-10:8 
 

Jesus went to all the towns and villages. He taught in the synagogues and spread the Good 
News of the kingdom. He also cured every disease and sickness. 
 

When He saw the crowds, He felt sorry for them. They were troubled and helpless like sheep 
without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is large, but the workers are 
few. So, ask the Lord who gives this harvest to send workers to harvest His crops.” 
 

Jesus called His twelve disciples and gave them authority to force evil spirits out of people 
and to cure every disease and sickness. 
 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first and foremost, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and his brother Andrew; James and his brother John, the sons of Zebedee; Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James (son of Alphaeus), and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who later betrayed Jesus. 
 

Jesus sent these twelve out with the following instructions: “Don’t go among people who are 
not Jewish or into any Samaritan city. Instead, go to the lost sheep of the nation of Israel. As 
you go, spread this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ Cure the sick, bring the dead 
back to life, cleanse those with skin diseases, and force demons out of people. Give these 

things without charging, since you received them without paying. –GW® 
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SERMON HYMN:               “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB  594 
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MESSAGE:      Romans 5:6-15 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:   “God Loved the World so that He Gave” LSB 571 

 

 

 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED (*catholic means the universal Christian 

Church) 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
      and born of the virgin Mary, 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      On the third day He rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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OFFERING:    
 

The Offering Box is located in the center aisle.  If you so desire, Text Giving is now available 
by texting GIVE to 562-210-0463.   For On-line Giving information, contact Andria at  
arosas@bethanylutheran.org or call 562-421-4711, ext. 21.  Thank you! 
 

 
CONSECRATING THE GIFTS: 
 

L:  Lord of all good, our gifts we bring You now;  

P:  Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill. 

 
L:  Tokens of love and pledges they shall be 

P:  that our whole life is offered to Your will. 
 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER: 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*** For our 8:00 a.m. worshippers, the service continues on page 12 
 with Announcements. 

 
 
 

*** For our 9:30 a.m. worshippers, the service continues with the Celebration of 
Holy Communion: 

 

 

T  Service of the Sacrament  T 
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Bethany in the joyful confession that our Lord 
gives us His very Body and Blood for the forgiveness of sins in this sacrament.  God 

intends this gift for His children who recognize their sin, trust in Christ as their Savior, 
desire to live for Him alone and join in this joyful confession. 

mailto:mshaeffer@bethanylutheran.org
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To prepare for communion you can find prayer prompts on the front page of the Lutheran Service 
Book.  Or simply pray:  “Dear Lord Jesus, at Your gracious invitation, You invite me to come to 
You; to eat and drink Your holy body and blood as You Yourself have promised to give in this 

sacred meal. Forgive me of my sin, through this Your meal of Forgiveness.  Let me experience 
the fullness of Your love, through this Your meal of love. Strengthen my faith, through this meal of 
Yours that calls for and bestows faith.  Empower me to live for You, through this Your meal that 
promises life everlasting and equips me for daily living as one who has received You and Your 

gifts.  Amen.” 
 

For those communing, who so desire, center cups in each tray are alcohol free. 
For those with dietary restrictions, the wafers next to the Christ candle are gluten free;   

 

In our 9:30. service we will practice the Easter tradition of continuous communion.  We will not 
kneel at the altar, rather we will join the procession of saints and come forward and remain 
standing as we receive the bread and wine.  After receiving the elements, you are invited to 

return to your seat and continue in meditation, prayer and song. 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:  “Thy Body Given for Me, O Savior” LSB 619 
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“Yet Not I, But Through Christ In Me” 
 

Verse 1 
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom 
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

Verse 2 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side the Saviour he will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need his power is displayed 
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley he will lead 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

Verse 3 
No fate I dread I know I am forgiven 
The future sure the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And he was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

Verse 4 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For he has said that he will bring me home 
And day by day I know he will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to him 
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
 

Ending 
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
BENEDICTION: 
 

L: Our salvation is nearer now than when we first believe.  So let us be clothed with Christ 
and forgetting about satisfying the sinful self. (Rmns 13:11&14)   

 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” LSB 918 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE 
   

T                    T                    T 
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COPYRIGHTS & STREAMING PERMISSIONS: 
 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-706149. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Permission to podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.cph.org with license #000012696. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from www.ccli.com with license #20537224. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Liturgy (or the appropriate portion thereof) from Lutheran Service Book ©2006 Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission. 
LSBHymnLicense.net  License #000012696 
 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”   LSB 790 
Text:  Joachim Neander, 1650-80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.   
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, Stralsund, 1665; setting:  The Chorale Book of England, 1863, alt. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
“In Christ Alone” 
CCLI Song No. 3350395 
Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use.  All rights Reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License No. 345836 
 
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”  LSB 594 
Text:  Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756, tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957. 
Tune:  Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt. 
Text:  ©1991 Robert E. Voelker. Northwestern Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149. 
Tune:  Public domain. 
 
“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”  LSB 619 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677-1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.;  
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, Leipzig, 1756. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONELICENSE #A-706149.   
Music: Public domain. 
 
“Yet Not I but Through Christ In Me” 
CCLI Song # 7121852   
Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Rich Thompson  
©2018 CityAlight Music; Farren Love and War Publishing; Integrity’s Alleluia! Music. For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of 
Use.  All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 396555 
 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”  LSB 918 
Text:  William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, st. 1, alt.; 
       tr. William Williams, 1717-91, sts. 2-3.   
Music:  John Hughes, 1873-1932. 
Text and music:  Public domain. 
 
 

T                    T                    T 

 

http://www.cph.org/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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SERVING GOD’S HOUSE TODAY: 
 

Lector 8:00…David Akins  9:30…David Akins 
Liturgist 8:00…Karl Fink   Preacher...Pastor Kevin Kritzer  
Director of Music Ministries & Worship Arts…Noah Freeman  
Children’s Message…Kayleigh Lopez Sound/Production…Felix Rivera & Jon Widmann  
 

 

T                    T                    T 
 

 
 
 

 
 

If You’re a Visitor, WELCOME!  We are so glad you have joined us for 
worship today. If you would like more information about Bethany and its 
ministries, please scan the QR code to the right.  You will be directed to 

Bethany’s fillable information form.  
 

 

T                    T                    T 
 

 
 

 
 

Parents of Young Children:  We are so glad you and your children are here! Children are 
a joyful part of worship—after all, God created them with curiosity, energy, and yes, a few 
wiggles. Please don’t feel pressure to keep them perfectly still in God’s house. Their 
presence is truly a gift to our church family. 
 
 

Worship is where we learn, together, how to listen and speak to God alongside our brothers 
and sisters in faith. You are welcome to quietly explain parts of the service and what our 
worship leaders are doing—children learn how to worship by watching and imitating you. 
 
 

If it would be helpful, “worship bags” are available in the Narthex with items designed to 
support children and families during worship. Childcare is also available in our Nursery for 
children from birth through age five. Our caring and qualified staff look forward to welcoming 
your little one into a safe and loving environment. 
 
 

Bethany’s Nursery is located across the courtyard. Please feel free to ask an usher if you 
need directions—we’re happy to help. 
 
 

T                    T                    T 
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** Please visit our websites to find out more about our Church, School and Preschool. 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran Church and its Ministries are found at: www.bethanylutheran.org 
 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran School information can be found by visiting: 
www.bethanylutheran.org/school/ 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Preschool’s website:  www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/ 
 
 
 
 
 

** Get weekly updates by signing up for the Bethany Broadcast—our weekly capsule of 
worship highlights and campus-wide information. 

 
 
 

To sign up for the weekly Bethany Broadcast: https://bit.ly/BethanyBroadcastSignUp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bethanylutheran.org/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/school/
http://www.bethanylutheran.org/preschool/
https://bit.ly/BethanyBroadcastSignUp
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DONATE TO BETHANY’S FLOWER FUND! 
 
 

Flowers are used to decorate the altar every Sunday, for special seasons such as 
Christmas and Easter, as well as other important dates during the church calendar. You 
are able to make two types of donations to the Altar Flower Fund: a general donation and 
a special request with recognition.  
 
 

• A SPECIAL REQUEST WITH RECOGNITION* is a special type of 
Altar Flower donation. This request will be printed in the bulletin. 
For example, it could be given in memory of a person who has gone 
before us, for a wedding anniversary, baptismal birthday or a 
birthday celebration, etc.  This recognition has a suggested 
donation of $75. 

 

• A GENERAL DONATION TO THE ALTAR FLOWER FUND enables 

Bethany to have flowers in worship and for our shut-in and 
hospitalized members to receive flowers from our flower ministry 
team, even when no one has ordered flowers for specific purposes 
on Sunday. This General Donation is for any amount you wish 
to give. 

 
 

*If you are making a Special Request with Recognition, please use this 
form to let us know of your donation for a specific Sunday date and what 
the significance of that donation is towards. IMPORTANT: Please 
complete this form at least 2 weeks prior to that date, so that information 
regarding your donation can be printed in the Sunday bulletin for the date 
requested. 
 
 

Sign up to donate to Bethany’s Altar Flower Fund, please use this URL: 
 
 

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers 

Or scan Bethany’s Flower Fund QR code to the right:  

https://bit.ly/BLCAltarFlowers

