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Our mission is to welcome everyone, celebrate God’s grace, and grow

together as one church expressed in two languages.

Welcome to

CLAIREMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH

IGLESIA LUTERANA

STANDING UNITED IN THE FACE OF TRAGEDY

Dear Faith Family,

In the wake of the recent tragic shooting at the Islamic
Center in Clairemont, our hearts are heavy with sorrow. This
event has deeply impacted not only those directly affected
but our entire community. As we come to terms with the
painful reality of such violence, we must remember our
shared values and the strength we find in unity and
compassion.

It's natural to feel an array of emotions- fear, anger, and
confusion as we grapple with what has happened. However,
amidst this turmoil, we are called to respond with love and
understanding. This is a pivotal moment for us to stand
together, transcending barriers and nurturing harmony
within our neighborhood.

Reflecting on Our Values

As a faith community, we uphold
principles of love, acceptance, and
service to one another. This incident
challenges us to actively embody these
values:
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Love Thy Neighbor: We are reminded that our neighbors, regardless of their faith or
background, are deserving of support and compassion. This is an opportunity to show our
solidarity and to extend a hand to our Muslim community.

Healing Through Dialogue: Opening channels for conversation is essential. Understanding
each other's beliefs, traditions, and experiences fosters empathy and builds lasting

relationships.

Opportunities for Action

In response to this tragedy, we can take meaningful steps to support those affected and to
create a sense of hope and unity in our community:

1. Reach Out to the Islamic Center: A message of compassion can make a significant
difference. Whether through a call, a letter, or even flowers, let our Muslim neighbors feel
our support.

2. Participate in Interfaith Vigils: Engaging in local gatherings allows us to unite with
others and demonstrate our collective commitment to peace. These events are essential in
standing against hatred and affirming our shared humanity.

3. Pray Together: Let us come together in prayer, not only for the victims and their families
but also for healing in our community.

4. Volunteer for Support Services: Many organizations are offering aid to those impacted.
Joining forces with these initiatives is a tangible way to extend our help and reflect our
faith in action.

Moving Forward Together

While this incident has cast a shadow over our community, let us choose to shine the light
of hope, resilience, and love. We have the power to transform this moment of grief into one
of growth and deeper connections.

As your Senior Pastor, | encourage each of you to stay engaged and committed to fostering
peace and understanding in our neighborhoods. Together, we can turn sorrow into strength

and unite in compassion as we work toward a community that embraces all.

In Christ’s love and peace,

/ WMM/ ko
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Street Corner Meetings
by Gary Jaus

During my time in law enforcement, | met all sorts of interesting people. Victims traumatized
by horrific crimes, withesses traumatized by what they’'d seen, some truly great cops, a few
bad cops, and all sorts of criminals. Juvenile delinquents, drug dealers, robbers, murderers,
gang members, and my favorite type of criminal, the prostitutes. As a new sergeant, | was
working in the Sports Arena area. The area had a major prostitution problem. One night
there were four prostitutes standing on a major corner, and my conversation with the group
went like this.

“Hello, ladies. How’s everyone doing tonight?”

“It’s not a money-making Friday if that’s what you're asking.”

“No, ladies, | know it’s not Friday, and that’s not what I’'m asking. I'm just curious how
everyone is doing. You know, watching out for each other, keeping your pimp happy, and
trying to stay safe. Your business is dangerous, and I'm just asking if you're okay.”
“We're fine, sergeant, but we'd be better if you left us alone.”

“Ladies, you know | can’t do that.”

“Sure, you can. Just get in your police ride and leave.” (Her words weren’t as nice.)
“Wow. Nice attitude. What’s your name? | haven’t seen you out here before. Are you new
in town?”

“Nope. Just good at staying in the shadows where you don’'t see me.”

“We both know you can’t make money staying in the shadows.
So, saying you stay in the shadows isn’t true.
And you didn’t answer me. | asked for your name.” %
“Roslynn.” ‘

“Do you have a last name, Roslynn?”
“Wilson.”

“How old are you, Roslynn Wilson?”
“Twenty-four.”

“Date of birth?”

“Zero-one, zero-two ninety-eight.”
“Roslynn, it’'s amazing to me how many girls out here were born on January-first or
January-second. Makes your fake DOB easy to remember when lying to the cops,
doesn’t it? Do you have ID?”

“Nope.”

“Of course not.”

| talked with the group for several minutes, then left. That encounter was unremarkable and
typical of the interactions | had with prostitutes on a regular basis.
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In talking with the women, | wanted to know more about them than just their names. |
wanted to create a relationship with them, for selfish and professional reasons. Selfish,
because | wanted to understand how they had been drawn into prostitution. Professional,
so | could convince them through arrest, education, or conversation to get out of
prostitution and escape the degradation they were experiencing.

| frequently saw Roslynn working the streets, and we continued to have casual
conversations. Roslynn eventually shared with me how she had become a prostitute. She'd
lived in a mother-only broken home, been molested by a relative as a pre-teen, met a man
who'd befriended her with false promises and then groomed her into a life of prostitution. |
could tell she was more than just street smart; she was insightful, funny, and beneath it all,
struggling with where she was in life. She had an external attitude that reflected the
tension between cops and prostitutes, but she was also fearful of her pimp, and her words
revealed she felt trapped by her circumstances.

After many conversations, | told her, “Roslynn, deep in your heart, you know all these sex acts
with men you don’t know are disgusting. Something is missing in your soul. This isn't you, and
it’s not what you want. This is destroying you, your spark, the real you.” My statement to her
was shaped by my Christian values, starting with my parents bringing me to church. My faith
grew from what the pastors preached and what our Sunday school teachers taught me. I'd
learned that God gave us the gift of deep, intimate love not only for the creation of life, but
also to have love and joy in our souls. Knowing what Roslyn was doing saddened me because
it was a perversion of the gift God gave us and was destroying Roslynn’s sense of self-worth.

| didn’t preach about God to Roslynn. | met her where she
was, on a street corner selling her body and soul to men.
Nothing remotely emotional or spiritually fulfilling for
Roslynn or her ‘customer’ and ultimately destructive to both
people. | talked with Roslynn for almost a year, giving her
encouragement and options to escape the life she was living. ’ \

One Saturday she came to the police station where | worked. | was shocked to see her and
assumed she was in trouble. She said she wasn’t; she just needed to do something good with
her life. Roslynn knew all sorts of criminals, including a person who had committed murder.
With her help, we were able to arrest and convict that person. | remember watching as the
prosecuting attorney hugged her and said, ‘We couldn’t have done this without you. Roslynn
had tears in her eyes and said, ‘| have never felt this worthwhile.

4



June 2026

| believe the Holy Spirit guided every one of my interactions with Roslynn. Her immediate
and very real need was to do something good with her life. Faith, eternal life, and the love
of Christ are real and abstract. Roslynn needed something tangible and immediate. Her
help in solving a murder was tangible and immediate. It was what she needed for where
she was at, and our loving God knew that.

My connection to Roslynn didn’t start by asking her if she was a Christian, giving her a
Bible, or publicly praying with her. We started where she was at -on a street corner selling
herself. My relationship with Roslynn, guided by The Holy Spirit, started slowly, with
conversations and listening. It deepened, not through judgement or condemnation, but by
respecting each other. | modeled honesty, compassionate listening, and dark humor,
something both cops and prostitutes understand. God knew that what Roslynn needed first
was a relationship with a person she trusted. God used me to be that instrument.

Our ultimate hope as Christians is to have a vibrant personal relationship with our Heavenly
Father. But sometimes, we need to be a careful listener and a caring, compassionate
person, a servant, to walk with others as they find their path to the Holy Saviour.

Share Your Stories with The Clarion!

Your stories help bring our church community to life!

Whether it’s photos from an event, ministry updates, special moments,
celebrations, reflections, or highlights from church life, we invite you to share them
with The Clarion.

Together, we can celebrate the people, ministries, and
moments that make our community so meaningful.
Your contributions help keep everyone connected,
informed, and inspired.

We’d love to hear from you and include your voice in an
upcoming issue!

e. Send submissions to: clarion.editor@clairemontlc.org
~ | Monthly submission deadline: the 20th of each month
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“True Love”
by Bill Fredericks

The Greek language has three words that in English are all translated as Love: Philia (Love as
friends); Eros (Romantic Love), and Agape (Love that God has for all believers).

On Monday, my wife Patricia came home after being away for eight weeks of physical rehab.
Then Wednesday morning | awoke with this song from the 1960’s playing in my mind; "True
Love”. The song was written in 1956 by Cole Porter and was recorded by many artists. The
version that resides in my mental music library was performed by the Everly Brothers.

LALA RS 4 4

The lyrics are:
o | givetoyou,
e And you give to me,
e True love, True love.
e So,onandon,
o It will always be’
e True love, True love.
e For you and | have a guardian angel,
e On high with nothing to do,
o But to give to you and to give to me,
Love forever true.

One might think that the narrative being told by the lyrics only refers to romantic love (Eros).
But | think we could interpret part of the lyrics this way: | think that the last three phrases
proclaim the steadfast love that God has for all believers (Agape).

In Baptism, we are claimed as God’s beloved children. Every Sunday Pastor Manuel and Pastor
Elena remind us that we are forever God’s beloved. That is True Love.

church projects.

$5.00 Donation for charity and prizes.

True Love.
Calling all Bunco players! CLC/ILC MEN’S GROUPS
a & G Meet once a month for
When: 2nd Friday of every month. ¥ ok fellowship, usually
Where: Narthex b H breakfast, and
a1 r S | collaboration on various
Time: 1:00 p.m. > (
gl

All men ages 15 and up are welcome!

If you are interested in joining, please
contact James Acosta or leave a message in
the front office.

All are welcome
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This summer, Women of the ELCA participants will gather in Des Moines, lowa, under the
theme “l am worthy.” When Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee spoke in 2017, she
invited WELCA participants to reclaim space for women and girls to lead and love in bold
ways. This three-part Bible study will help us to define who we are, what we can be, and
what we do in the world, in light of our God-given giftedness, identities, and relationships.

The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is based on Psalm 139:14: “| am fearfully and
wonderfully made.” This statement serves as a reminder of God’s promise to be with us,
even in times of devastation and division. By repeating the phrase “l am worthy,” we can
recognize the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in our lives. This practice of self-affirmation opens
up opportunities for healing and restoration within ourselves, our church, society, and the
world. When we declare, “I am worthy,” we align ourselves with God’s promises. There is
great power in our resolve.

ALL are invited to attend the Gather Bible Study.

Session One: June 8 -10:30 a.m.: Bible Study Leader will be Pastor Manuel.

“l am created in God’s image. No matter what anyone else says.”

We'll begin with the story of God’s creation and the “very goodness” that is spoken over
every human being. The study will then turn to various Scripture texts that have been used
to undermine, silence, and degrade women for centuries. Unpacking the ways these
verses have been read against women shines a light on the realities of sexism and the
ways that, for too long, the Bible has been used to prop up the oppression of women. But
we will also hear how those same scriptures can be read as invitations to new freedom,
community and vocation for people, regardless of gender, for all people were made in
God’s image.
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Session Two: July 14 -10:30 a.m.: Bible Study Leader will be Pastor Elena.

“l am more than one thing: Honoring our many identities.”

In her TED talk, “The Danger of a Single Story,” Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie names this
truth: We are much more than one thing. All of us have intersecting identities, roles and
responsibilities. Beyond our ethnicity, the color of our skin or our birthplace, we may also
be a sister, a mother, a daughter, a friend. We have various vocations, hobbies and joys.

In this session, we'll explore how the multiple
identities of several women in Scripture shape
their faithful living. Esther is not just a queen,
but a niece, as well as part of an oppressed
community of faith. Ruth is so much more than
just a widow. Mary Magdalene has more
identities than can fit within the allowed word
count of this paragraph. So do you!

A dose of humor...

Whg did the sponge
4o to church?
T WAS HolE-Y.
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Gather Bible Study Magazine

The church has received several copies
of the Summer 2026 Gather Magazine.
If you would like a copy, you can find
them in the WELCA mailbox in the
church office or on the wooden display
rack near the entrance to the narthex.

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRY:

The Esperanza Youth Choir travelled to Knott's
Berry Farm for the annual Music in the Parks
choir competition on May 2nd. They placed
first in their division, with an "excellent" rating.
Alex Flores and Addison Bain were awarded
the overall medals for best student
accompanist and best soloist, respectively.

Four of our Esperanza graduating seniors,
including Alex and Addison, will receive a special
blessing in the May 31 service.
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SAN DIEGO CHORISTERS GUILD AND
CLAIREMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH
PRESENT:
17™ ANNUAL SUMMER MUSICAL

THEATRE CAMP!

ND His GREATEST HIT
(THE STDRY OF Bﬂnn AND GOLIATH)

Aﬁ:?\! POTE

Meonday July 13™-Friday July 17
9:30am-3:30pm

Free extended care available
Tuition 5100 Scholarships available

Performance Friday July 17% 7:30pm
For more information contact

Katy Lundeen:
klundeen24@hotmail.com

Clairemont Lutheran Church
4271 Clairemont Mesa Blvd.
San Diego, 92117
(858) 273-7423
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CROSSWORD: SEASONAL FIRST STANZAS, PART I

By Andrea Kulik

ACROSS
1.“Good Christian
friends, rejoice and
_ " (ELW 385)
5.“Oh, | see”
9.“You are the king of
Israel and David’s
royal __" (344)
12. Thought in France
13.The “N” of NFL
(abbr.)
14. Tic-tac-toe loser
15.Small salamander
16.“To all the world
__3D we bring:
Alleluia” (385)
17.“__them with
unmoistened foot
through the Red Sea
waters” (363)
18.Pageant garb
19. Historic time
20.“l am the true _
(John 15:1)
21.Cardinal’s baseball
cap letters
23.Agnus __
25.The journey “then
leads beside 33A
=" [326)
28.“0 __ head, now
wounded” (352)
32.Coffee’s draw
33.The journey “then
leads beside __
25A” (326)
34.“Come, you
faithful, raise the
__oftriumphant
gladness” (363)
36. “Bless now, O God,
the journey that all
your __ make” (326)

»

1 2 3 [a S 6 [7 |8 9 [10 (11
12 i3 S 14
15 16 17
18 19 20
21 |22 23 |24
25 |26 |27 28 29 (30 |31
32 33
33 35 36
hlllllllllll37 38
39 |40 |41 42 |43 34 |45 |46 |47
48 49 50
S1 52 53
54 55 56

37.National Lawyers
Assn.

38.Rochester and
Southern RR

39.“__onin majesty”
(346)

42.Brewed drink

aa. Nest eggs, for short

48. “Watch with him
__ bitter hour; turn
not from his griefs
away” (347)

49.Calf-length dress

s0.Vitner’s prefix

s51. Football’s
Parseghian

s2. “By __ derided, by
thine own rejected, O
most afflicted” (349)

s53. Annapolis inst.

54.“Who __ once upon
the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem
our loss” (365)

ss.Frank in a diary

11

56.“For we observed
his __in the east
and have come to
pay him homage”
(Matthew 2:2)

DOWN

1. “Renew your image
in our hearts, and all
our __ remove” (328)

2.12Ain English

3.“To all the world 16A
__we bring: Alleluia”
(385)

a.Gotodark __,
all who feel the
tempter’s pow’r”
(347)

5.“__in bright raiment
rolled the stone
away” (376)

6.Angelic topping

7.“The cross __ empty
to the sky” (389)

8. “Now beh__ the

Lamb, the precious
Lamb of God” (341)
9.Arias, typically

10. The yoke’s on them

11.Lymph __

20. “Christ is risen!
Alleluia! Risen our
__head” (382)

22.“The __isfoundin
desert” (326)

24.Makes less difficult

25.“l came to Jesus as
| __,soweary,worn
and sad” (332)

26. Paintings

27.Rocky hill

29. Tear

30.Building wing

31.Dig. Learning
Experience

35.“Jesus out of ev’ry
__hasredeemed us
by his blood” (392)

36. “Now be the song of
__ begun. Alleluia”
(366)

39.“O Savior meek,
your __ pursue, with
palms and scattered
garments strewed”
(346)

40.Cross inscription

a1.“Christ is risen from
the __" (382)

43.Biblical garden

as5.“A home within a
wilderness,a __
upon the way” (338)

a6. __ Karenina

a7.Rise quickly

49.Grad. degree for
performers

Solution is on page 58.
All hymns are from Evangelical
Lutheran Worship.
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Clairemont
Lutheran Church

2 down,
4 more to go!
Get your

FELLOWSHIP,

tickets FUN & HOME RUNS

before
they're gone! : © vEscovilyy
yreg Hang out and enjoy the O IS

) (ompany of the (L( communitg @ 6/23vs.Braves  6:40PM
@ 77 vs.Dbacks  6:40PM

r
T
L

FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFO CONTACT OUR

OFFICE AT (858) 273-7423 @ 8/11vs. Brewers 6:40PM
@ 9/8 vs. Nationals 6:40PM

MUST RSVP 30 DAYS PRIOR TO GAME DAY

Our church has several people (team) in this
ministry who carry out a celebration of Holy
Communion. We visit and take Holy Communion
to members who are homebound, in a care
facility, or in a hospital.

If you know of anyone who might want a visit,
please contact Kathy Reed or leave a message
with Tanya in the office.

Remember that the ministry of caring is at the
heart of the church’s life.
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Church Business

February, March, April
Comparison of years 2024, 2025, 2026

Total Income

W 2024 m 2025 = 2026

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

-10,000

February March April

Total Expenses

W 2024 m 2025 [ 2026

160,000
140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
20,000

0

February March April
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BEYOND THE PEWS

The Bible according to Disney

The GLEE and Rise & Shine choirs presented their spring concert on May 4™ to a packed
audience. The theme was Disney songs, and how they can illustrate lessons from scripture. The

choirs were joined by "JunglePoppins", a local band featuring all-autistic artists. The hospitality
team wowed us with an amazing cookie reception!




June 2026

The Faithful Servants Table 2=

Honoring those who served and continue to serve.
During Military Appreciation Month, our community helped create a

special display honoring the brave men and women in our families who
have served or are currently serving in the military.
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“Fellowship, Fun & Home Runs” -

On May 26, our church community attended our second game of the season as the San Diego
Padres faced the Philadelphia Phillies. It was a fun evening of fellowship, baseball, and
community spirit —made even more meaningful by a special veterans' recognition during the
game. Thank you to everyone who joined us!
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@ Faith in the Borderlands @

Our church youth group recently visited a migrant shelter in San Ysidro for a day of learning,
service, and reflection. Through conversation, hospitality, and shared experiences, our youth
witnessed the importance of compassion, dignity, and faith in action.

We are also grateful for the new ministry partnerships we are developing with local
organizations such as Centro Romero as we continue seeking ways to serve our neighbors
together.
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2»¢ An Evening of Music & Fellowship /)¢

On Saturday, May 23, The American Flyboys presented a wonderful concert to help
raise funds for our church’s ministry and community needs.

It was a delightful evening filled with beautiful music, fellowship, and gratitude. We
thank everyone who attended and supported this special event!




CLC Volunteer Schedule - June 2026

Lay Readers

6/7 Bonita Martinez, Lili Mufioz

6/14  Arelene Riordan e < ‘:d.\.“
6/21 Susan Gjerset, Rob Constantine -

6/28  Janet Wood

Communion Assistants
6/7

6/14 Nancy Groesbeck, Sarah Groesbeck

Bonita Martinez, Gary Lange, Holly Boyle, Rita Leatherman

6/21 Pam Allen, Josua Purba, Sandra Logan, Curtis Cline

6/28 Gary & Aida Jaus

6/7 Pam Allen, Thomas Knepple, Curtis Cline
6/14 The Purba Family, Emilie Lauchmen

S T “f

‘_.,

6/21 Teresa & Gabrial Mufioz, Nancy Groesbeck, Holly Boyle

6/28 Sandra Logan, Gary Lange, Kathy Reed

6/7 LeRoy Bannach

6/14 The Purba Family
6/21
6/28

Media Team
6/7 Lewis John TenHulzen, Mitchell Little
Ruth Andersen
6/14 Lewis John TenHulzen, Mitchell Little &
6/21 Lewis John TenHulzen, Mitchell Little Aida Jaus

6/28 Lewis John TenHulzen, Mitchell Little

|
fif

June Andreson

Kristopher Jaus
Peggy Ritchie
Nancy King
Kenneth Juengel
Tommy OsowsKki
Delores Steele
Charlie Sheperd
Steve Anderson
Onofre Luna
Lisa Neal

Gary Jaus

Kenneth Henderson
Morgan Rabe

Doris Seegers

Tricia Hunter

Leroy Shigley
Nancy Procsal

Aida Jaus

Cassy Goldenstein
Joseph Purba
Marjorie Brewer
Eric Engel

Kimberly Goldenstein
Alek Valentan

Laura Gomez

Kathy Reed

Paula Ibey

6/1
6/2
6/3
6/3
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/12

6/13
6/13
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/18
6/20
6/20
6/26
6/26
6/28
6/29
6/29
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Music Camp auditions 4-
8pm

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 9-12pm Spanish 4 5 6
9'12F_)m . 9-12pm Spanish tutoring tutoring program 9-12pm Spanish tutoring | 9-12 pm Spanish 7am SA
Spanish tutoring program 10am Piece & Sew program tutoring program
program 1pm AA 12:30 southern Care 8am Sandwich Ministry | 8am —12pm Food
1pm AA . 6:30pm Handbell 5pm Stephen 10am MorningStar Distribution
8pm AA Meeting rehearsal ministry lpm AA Meeﬁng 1pm AA

7pm Al Anon 6pm Cancer book 6pm Al-Anon
study

7 8 9 9-12pm Spanish tutoring 10 11 12 9-12pm Spanish | 13

9:30am Worship Service 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | Program 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | 9-12 Spanish tutoring tutoring program 7am SA

11:30am Servicio de ing program 10:30 Summer Gather ing program program 8-12pm Food

Adoracién en Espafiol 1pm AA . ?LbertAUdV 10am Piece & Sew 8am Sandwich Ministry | Distribution
8pm AA Meetlng 6:30pm Handbell 1230pm 1pm AA Meeﬁng lpm Bunco

rehearsal southern Care 5:30pm Youth Group 1pm AA

7pm Al Anon 6:00pm Cancer book 6pm Al-Anon
14 15 16 9-12pm Spanish 17 18 19 20
9:30am Worship Service 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | tutoring program 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | 9-12pm Spanish tutoring | 9-12pm Spanish 7am SA
11:30am Servicio de ing program 1pm AA ing program program tutoring program

Adoracién en Espafiol 1pm AA 4:30pm Evangelism team 12:30pm 8am Sandwich Ministry 8am — 12pm Food
8pm AA Meeting 6:30pm Executive Team Southern care 1pm AA Meeting Distribution

7pm Al-Anon 5pm Stephen 6:30pm Worship Ministry | 1pm AA
7:15pm Council meeting ministry 6:00pm Al-Anon
7pm Al-Anon 6:00pm Cancer book

21 Fathers Day 22 23 24 25 26 27

9:30am Worship Service 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | 9-12pm Spanish tutoring 9-12pm Spanish tutor- | 9-12pm Spanish tutoring 9-12pm Spanish 7am SA

11:30am Servicio de ing program program ing program program tutoring program 10am Bible giveaway

Adoracién en Espafiol 1pm AA 1pm AA 12:30pm 8am Sandwich Ministry 8-12pm Food
8pm AA Meeting 6:40pm Padre game Southern care 1pm AA Meeting Distribution
5:30pm Sacra Parfana 7pm Al-Anon 5:30pm Sacra Parfana | 5:30pm Youth Group 1pm AA

6:00pm Cancer book 6pm Al-Anon
28 29 30
9:30am Worship Service 1pm AA, 1pm AA,
11:30am Servicio de 8pm AA Meeting 8pm AA Meeting
Adoracién en Espafiol 7pm Al-Anon
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL INTEREST SURVEY

We are exploring the possibility of offering Vacation Bible School (VBS) and would
love to hear from our church community!

VBS is a wonderful opportunity for children to grow in faith, build friendships,
enjoy music and crafts, and learn about God’s love in a fun and welcoming
environment. We are also looking for volunteers who would enjoy helping make
this ministry possible.

If you are interested in participating, volunteering, or helping us plan, please let us
know!

Please check all that apply:

o | would enroll my child(ren) in VBS

0Ol am interested in volunteering

0 | can help with crafts, snacks, games, or decorations
0 | would help with registration or check-in

0 | would like more information before deciding

ol am interested in helping plan or organize VBS

Child(ren)’s Ages (if applicable):
Preferred time of year for VBS:
O Summer

o Fall

O Flexible

Additional comments or ideas:

Please return this survey to the church office or place it in the offering plate.
Thank you for helping us explore this exciting ministry opportunity!
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	Healing Through Dialogue: Opening channels for conversation is essential. Understanding each other's beliefs, traditions, and experiences fosters empathy and builds lasting relationships.
	Opportunities for Action
	In response to this tragedy, we can take meaningful steps to support those affected and to create a sense of hope and unity in our community:
	1. Reach Out to the Islamic Center: A message of compassion can make a significant difference. Whether through a call, a letter, or even flowers, let our Muslim neighbors feel our support. 2. Participate in Interfaith Vigils: Engaging in local gatherings allows us to unite with others and demonstrate our collective commitment to peace. These events are essential in standing against hatred and affirming our shared humanity. 3. Pray Together: Let us come together in prayer, not only for the victims and their families but also for healing in our community.  4. Volunteer for Support Services: Many organizations are offering aid to those impacted. Joining forces with these initiatives is a tangible way to extend our help and reflect our faith in action.

	Moving Forward Together
	While this incident has cast a shadow over our community, let us choose to shine the light of hope, resilience, and love. We have the power to transform this moment of grief into one of growth and deeper connections.
	As your Senior Pastor, I encourage each of you to stay engaged and committed to fostering peace and understanding in our neighborhoods. Together, we can turn sorrow into strength and unite in compassion as we work toward a community that embraces all.
	In Christ’s love and peace,


	P. Manuel Borbon
	In talking with the women, I wanted to know more about them than just their names. I wanted to create a relationship with them, for selfish and professional reasons. Selfish, because I wanted to understand how they had been drawn into prostitution. Professional, so I could convince them through arrest, education, or conversation to get out of prostitution and escape the degradation they were experiencing.
	I frequently saw Roslynn working the streets, and we continued to have casual conversations. Roslynn eventually shared with me how she had become a prostitute. She’d lived in a mother-only broken home, been molested by a relative as a pre-teen, met a man who’d befriended her with false promises and then groomed her into a life of prostitution. I could tell she was more than just street smart; she was insightful, funny, and beneath it all, struggling with where she was in life. She had an external attitude that reflected the tension between cops and prostitutes, but she was also fearful of her pimp, and her words revealed she felt trapped by her circumstances.
	After many conversations, I told her, “Roslynn, deep in your heart, you know all these sex acts with men you don’t know are disgusting. Something is missing in your soul. This isn’t you, and it’s not what you want. This is destroying you, your spark, the real you.” My statement to her was shaped by my Christian values, starting with my parents bringing me to church. My faith grew from what the pastors preached and what our Sunday school teachers taught me.  I’d learned that God gave us the gift of deep, intimate love not only for the creation of life, but also to have love and joy in our souls. Knowing what Roslyn was doing saddened me because it was a perversion of the gift God gave us and was destroying Roslynn’s sense of self-worth.
	I didn’t preach about God to Roslynn. I met her where she was, on a street corner selling her body and soul to men. Nothing remotely emotional or spiritually fulfilling for Roslynn or her ‘customer’ and ultimately destructive to both people. I talked with Roslynn for almost a year, giving her encouragement and options to escape the life she was living.
	One Saturday she came to the police station where I worked. I was shocked to see her and assumed she was in trouble. She said she wasn’t; she just needed to do something good with her life. Roslynn knew all sorts of criminals, including a person who had committed murder. With her help, we were able to arrest and convict that person. I remember watching as the prosecuting attorney hugged her and said, ‘We couldn’t have done this without you.’ Roslynn had tears in her eyes and said, ‘I have never felt this worthwhile.’
	I believe the Holy Spirit guided every one of my interactions with Roslynn. Her immediate and very real need was to do something good with her life. Faith, eternal life, and the love of Christ are real and abstract. Roslynn needed something tangible and immediate. Her help in solving a murder was tangible and immediate. It was what she needed for where she was at, and our loving God knew that.
	My connection to Roslynn didn’t start by asking her if she was a Christian, giving her a Bible, or publicly praying with her. We started where she was at – on a street corner selling herself. My relationship with Roslynn, guided by The Holy Spirit, started slowly, with conversations and listening. It deepened, not through judgement or condemnation, but by respecting each other. I modeled honesty, compassionate listening, and dark humor, something both cops and prostitutes understand. God knew that what Roslynn needed first was a relationship with a person she trusted. God used me to be that instrument.
	Our ultimate hope as Christians is to have a vibrant personal relationship with our Heavenly Father. But sometimes, we need to be a careful listener and a caring, compassionate person, a servant, to walk with others as they find their path to the Holy Saviour.

	Share Your Stories with The Clarion!
	Gather Bible Study Magazine
	The church has received several copies of the Summer 2026 Gather Magazine. If you would like a copy, you can find them in the WELCA mailbox in the church office or on the wooden display rack near the entrance to the narthex.


	Notes from the music ministry:
	The Esperanza Youth Choir travelled to Knott's Berry Farm for the annual Music in the Parks choir competition on May 2nd. They placed first in their division, with an "excellent" rating. Alex Flores and Addison Bain were awarded the overall medals for best student accompanist and best soloist, respectively.
	Four of our Esperanza graduating seniors, including Alex and Addison, will receive a special blessing in the May 31st service.

	Living Lutheran Spring 2026. Reprinted with permission. © ELCA.”
	2 down,  4 more to go! Get your tickets before they're gone! ⚾️✨

	MINISTRY OF HOLY COMMUNION VISITATION
	BEYOND THE PEWS
	Living the Word wherever we go.
	The Bible according to Disney
	The GLEE and Rise & Shine choirs presented their spring concert on May 4th to a packed audience. The theme was Disney songs, and how they can illustrate lessons from scripture. The choirs were joined by "JunglePoppins", a local band featuring all-autistic artists. The hospitality team wowed us with an amazing cookie reception!



	The Faithful Servants Table
	Honoring those who served and continue to serve. During Military Appreciation Month, our community helped create a special display honoring the brave men and women in our families who have served or are currently serving in the military.
	“Fellowship, Fun & Home Runs” ⚾
	On May 26, our church community attended our second game of the season as the San Diego Padres faced the Philadelphia Phillies. It was a fun evening of fellowship, baseball, and community spirit—made even more meaningful by a special veterans' recognition during the game. Thank you to everyone who joined us!

	🌎 Faith in the Borderlands 🌎
	Our church youth group recently visited a migrant shelter in San Ysidro for a day of learning, service, and reflection. Through conversation, hospitality, and shared experiences, our youth witnessed the importance of compassion, dignity, and faith in action.
	We are also grateful for the new ministry partnerships we are developing with local organizations such as Centro Romero as we continue seeking ways to serve our neighbors together.

	🎶 An Evening of Music & Fellowship 🎶
	On Saturday, May 23, The American Flyboys presented a wonderful concert to help raise funds for our church’s ministry and community needs. It was a delightful evening filled with beautiful music, fellowship, and gratitude. We thank everyone who attended and supported this special event!

	Vacation Bible School Interest Survey
	We are exploring the possibility of offering Vacation Bible School (VBS) and would love to hear from our church community!
	VBS is a wonderful opportunity for children to grow in faith, build friendships, enjoy music and crafts, and learn about God’s love in a fun and welcoming environment. We are also looking for volunteers who would enjoy helping make this ministry possible.
	If you are interested in participating, volunteering, or helping us plan, please let us know!
	Please check all that apply: ☐ I would enroll my child(ren) in VBS  ☐ I am interested in volunteering  ☐ I can help with crafts, snacks, games, or decorations  ☐ I would help with registration or check-in  ☐ I would like more information before deciding  ☐ I am interested in helping plan or organize VBS
	Name: ___________________________ Email/Phone: _____________________ Child(ren)’s Ages (if applicable): _____________________ Preferred time of year for VBS:  ☐ Summer  ☐ Fall  ☐ Flexible Additional comments or ideas:
	Please return this survey to the church office or place it in the offering plate. Thank you for helping us explore this exciting ministry opportunity!


