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Acts 2

Today’s church makes attendance as comfortable as possible and yet the percentage of church membership to the general population is smaller than it has ever been.

In order to establish a church as close to the New Testament church, Acts 2 gives the blueprint for the principles that characterize it.


FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF A NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH


1. An atmosphere where ___________ is free to work.


Two ways:


A. _________________ to His Word

Acts 1:4
4 Once when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised,


B. ________________ in His promise

Acts 1:5
5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

Acts 1:8
8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”


2. Living above the _________________ that draws attention.



Acts 2:7-8
They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages.

Acts 2:12
They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.

People cannot help but notice when others see the miraculous change in people’s lives and hear their testimonies.


3. Opens its doors to _________________.

Acts 2:14
14 Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem!


C – Climate of Acceptance


4. _________________ the Gospel is paramount, both corporately
and individually.


Acts 2:21
21 But everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 2:38
Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


The message of salvation is the message the early church proclaimed, and it is the message that we must proclaim today. Jesus Christ is Lord and has the power to change lives. It is the dynamic message that makes believers out of non-believers. Otherwise, we are just preaching to the choir.
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