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I. Recognize

Matthew 7:15 (NLT)
15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves.

· True prophets point only to Jesus and the Gospel; never Themselves.
· False prophets are not just Wrong; they’re Dangerous.

Acts 20:29–30 (NLT)
29 I know that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you after I leave, not sparing the flock. 30 Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth in order to draw a following.

2 Peter 2:1–2 (NLT)
But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they will bring sudden destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality. And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered.

John 10:12 (NLT)
12 A hired hand will run when he sees a wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him and he isn’t their shepherd. And so, the wolf attacks them and scatters the flock.

II. Reveal

Matthew 7:16–20 (NLT)
16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.

· Everything that is Healthy grows, but not 
Everything growing is Healthy.

· The Fruit of the Spirit is evidence of Internal change.













1 John 4:1 (NLT)
Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. 
You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God.
 For there are many false prophets in the world.

Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness,
 and self-control. There is no law against these things!

Philippians 1:11 (NLT)
11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous
 character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will 
bring much glory and praise to God.

III. Reject

Matthew 7:21–23 (NLT)
21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
 Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.
 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied 
in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles
 in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, 
you who break God’s laws.’

· Counterfeit Christians will be Surprised by the Judgement.
· Christian Activity is not a substitute for Obedience, and Personal Relationship with Jesus.

Luke 6:46 (NLT)
46 “So why do you keep calling me ‘Lord, Lord!’ when you don’t do what I say?

Matthew 24:24–25 (NLT)
24 For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great 
signs and wonders so as to deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen 
ones. 25 See, I have warned you about this ahead of time.

Hebrews 6:8 (NLT)
8 But if a field bears thorns and thistles, it is useless. The farmer
 will soon condemn that field and burn it.
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