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1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Paul indicates that there are two types of people in the world: those in the process of perishing, and those in the process of being saved.
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
The message of the cross is that Jesus Christ was crucified for our sins — he died in our place, and by his death he did what we could never do on our own: he purchased the pardon and paid the price for the wrong we have done. He paid a debt he did not owe because we owed a debt we couldn't pay. And therefore, our right standing with God is never based on our own goodness, or our own merit, but on his mercy.
You must embrace — every day of your life — the message of the cross. Even while we're on the journey, we never lose sight of the first step. We are saved by the cross of Christ, and we live by the cross of Christ.
Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
If you have already accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are saved, and heaven is your home for all eternity. Between this moment and that moment, it is essential that we continue our journey into holiness and sanctification and becoming like Jesus.
In order to do that, we need to have a no-nonsense approach to truth. I want us to look at three obstacles to truthful thinking that we must meet head-on and overcome.
1. Don’t confuse Popular opinion with Biblical Truth
For Jewish people, the cross itself was a major stumbling block. They saw the coming Messiah as a glorious triumphant leader who would usher in a new age of peace and prosperity. The idea that that he would be crucified was beyond their ability to imagine.


2. Don’t confuse Promises with real evidence of truth - transformation
Anyone can promise but most never deliver. A polished sermon doesn’t prove that the message is true. Great music doesn’t prove that the message is true.
The Jews wanted a sign. Jesus gave them one.
John 2:19
“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.”
Look at His disciples before and after the resurrection.
3. Don’t confuse feeling good with God’s truth
We live in a culture that says, “just make me feel good and I will believe anything you say.”
When it comes to how wisdom is packaged today, we cannot allow ourselves to be so easily convinced. Let’s not confuse the packaging for the product; let’s not confuse the advertisement for the reality; let’s not confuse entertainment with God’s wisdom.
There is a big difference between the world’s wisdom and God’s wisdom: Power
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
Truth has a way of changing those who embrace it. The Gospel never changes but it will change you from the inside out.
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