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I. Provocation

Acts 4:1–4 (NLT)
While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain of the Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. 2 These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and John were teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. 3 They arrested them and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until morning. 4 But many of the people who heard their message believed it, so the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000.

God is not Safe; but God is always Good.
We are called to do what is Right, not what is Safe.

Matthew 22:23 (NLT)
23 That same day Jesus was approached by some Sadducees—religious leaders who say there is no resurrection from the dead. They posed this question:

Acts 23:8 (NLT)
8 for the Sadducees say there is no resurrection or angels or spirits, but the Pharisees believe in all of these.

2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT)
12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

Matthew 5:10 (NLT)
10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

II. Proclamation

Acts 4:8–12 (NLT)
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people, 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead. 11 For Jesus is the one referred to in the Scriptures, where it says, ‘The stone that you builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.’ 12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.”




Jesus is the Cornerstone to believers and a Stumbling stone to those that Reject Him.

The world is Offended by the Exclusivity of the Word.

Matthew 10:19–20 (NLT)
19 When you are arrested, don’t worry about how to respond or what to say. God will give you the right words at the right time. 20 For it is not you who will be speaking—it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.
Psalm 118:22–23 (NLT)
22 The stone that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone. 23 This is the LORD’s doing, and it is wonderful to see.

Hebrews 13:6 (NLT)
6 So we can say with confidence, “The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me?”

III. Prayer

Acts 4:29–31 (NLT)
29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.

We are called to respond to Persecution with Prayer.

Fear can produce Shaking; this Shaking produced Boldness.

Ephesians 6:19 (NLT)
19 And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike.

Isaiah 6:4 (NLT)
4 Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke.

Philippians 1:14 (NLT)
14 And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence and boldly speak God’s message without fear.
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