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Three Main Views of Millennium (1,000 yrs.):

1. Amillennialism: (No “literal” millennium) The 
millennium is a symbolic reference to the period 
of time we are in right now as Christ rules and 
reigns in and through his church. 

Proponents: Augustine, John Calvin, Martin Luther, 
Sam Storms, Louis Berkhof



The Millennial Reign of Christ
(Revelation 20:1-15)

Three Main Views of Millennium (1,000 yrs.):

2.  Postmillennialism: The millennium is a period of 
time that will occur just before Christ returns so 
that the gospel triumphs in the world.  After the 
triumph of Christianity (post) Christ returns to 
establish his millennial reign.

Proponents: Jonathan Edwards, many Puritans, 
Doug Wilson



The Millennial Reign of Christ
(Revelation 20:1-15)

Three Main Views of Millennium (1,000 yrs.):

3.  Premillennialism: The millennium is a period of 
time that will occur after Christ returns.  
Therefore, Jesus’ second coming comes before 
(pre) the millennium.

Proponents: Iraenus, Justin Martyr, John MacArthur, 
John Piper, D.A. Carson, Wayne Grudem
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The Millennial Reign of Christ
(Revelation 20:1-15)

I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)

“key to the bottomless pit”
Grk: abyssou = abyss

[Used 9x’s: Luke (1) and Revelation (8)]

Four Different Names:
• “dragon”—dangerous, powerful, and vicious
• “ancient serpent”—ancient foe who works through 

deception (Gen. 3)
• “devil”—slanderer and accuser
• “Satan”—adversary and enemy
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I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)

Satan’s Deception:
• God is not good
• Sin is not bad
• You’re a good person
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In the millennial kingdom, believers will be used by the Lord 
to judge (rule) the world with Christ.

Verse 5—”the rest of the dead” = the unsaved dead
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The Millennial Reign of Christ
(Revelation 20:1-15)

I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)
II. The Reign of Christ (v. 4-6)

The first resurrection: the physical resurrection of believers
at the second coming of Christ when the millennium begins.

The (implied) second resurrection: the resurrection of 
unbelievers for judgment after the millennium.
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What will the millennium be like? 
(see Isaiah 11:6-9; Ps. 72; Isaiah 2: Micah 4)
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I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)
II. The Reign of Christ (v. 4-6)
III. The Release of Satan (v. 7-10)

What does the rebellion during the millennium 
teach us?
- The human heart is utterly depraved.
- You cannot legislate morality.
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I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)
II. The Reign of Christ (v. 4-6)
III. The Release of Satan (v. 7-10)
IV. The Righteous Judgment (v. 11-15)

The Great White Throne Judgment
(Verse 5) the resurrection of unbelievers for final judgment
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The Millennial Reign of Christ
(Revelation 20:1-15)

I. The Restraint of Satan (v. 1-3)
II. The Reign of Christ (v. 4-6)
III. The Release of Satan (v. 7-10)
IV. The Righteous Judgment (v. 11-15)

“…books (plural) were opened…”
Possible Suggestions:
- The Bible (Jn. 12:48)
- The Book of Records (Ps. 139:16)
- The Book of Remembrance (Ps. 56:8; Mal. 3:16)
- The Book of Works (Rev. 20:12)
- The Book of Life (Rev. 20:12)—mentioned 9x’s in the bible
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