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Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) ! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross,

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NIV) ! Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross,

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Great faith is important, but we won’t have great faith without a great relationship.

Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen.

Hebrews 11:7-8 (NLT) ’ It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save his family
from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned him about things that had never happened
before. By his faith Noah condemned the rest of the world, and he received the
righteousness that comes by faith. 8 It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called
him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He

went without knowing where he was going.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NKJV) ° Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your

own understanding; ¢ In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

Perhaps this is the very thing that determines just how far and how deep we go with God.

Hebrews 11:8 (NLT) It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave

home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance . . .
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Hebrews 11:17 (NLT) It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when
God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice

his only son, Isaac,

The key to all these folks is that they had faith in the faithfulness of God!

The Hall of Famers of faith survived all these things because their confidence in God was

stronger than their fears. 1 John 4:18 (NK3JV) . . . perfect love casts out fear . . .

Hebrews 11:32-38 (NLT) 32 How much more do I need to say? It would take too long
to recount the stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel,
and all the prophets. 33 By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice, and
received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions, 3% quenched the
flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword. Their weakness was turned
to strength. They became strong in battle and put whole armies to flight. 3> Women
received their loved ones back again from death. But others were tortured, refusing to
turn from God in order to be set free. They placed their hope in a better life after the
resurrection. 3¢ Some were jeered at, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others
were chained in prisons. 3/ Some died by stoning, some were sawed in half, and others
were killed with the sword. Some went about wearing skins of sheep and goats, destitute
and oppressed and mistreated. 38 They were too good for this world, wandering over

deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground.



