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John 18:1–3 (NLT) After saying these things, Jesus crossed the Kidron Valley with his 

disciples and entered a grove of olive trees. 2 Judas, the betrayer, knew this place, because 

Jesus had often gone there with his disciples. 3 The leading priests and Pharisees had given 

Judas a contingent of Roman soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with 

blazing torches, lanterns, and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 

 

The Apostle John opens his Gospel with the words, “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God”  (John 1:1) The words “In the beginning 

. . .” echo Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

Isaiah 53:5 (NKJV) But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

 

John 18:3 (NLT) The leading priests and Pharisees had given Judas a contingent of 

Roman soldiers and Temple guards to accompany him. Now with blazing torches, lanterns, 

and weapons, they arrived at the olive grove. 

 

John 18:4–6 (NLT) 4 Jesus fully realized all that was going to happen to him, so he 

stepped forward to meet them. “Who are you looking for?” he asked. 5 “Jesus the 

Nazarene,” they replied. “I Am he,” Jesus said. (Judas, who betrayed him, was standing 

with them.) 6 As Jesus said “I Am he,” they all drew back and fell to the ground! 

 

John 18:12–13 (NLT) 12 So the soldiers, their commanding officer, and the Temple 

guards arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 First they took him to Annas, since he was the 

father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest at that time. 

 

2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NLT) 3 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound 

and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who 

will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will reject the truth and 

chase after myths. 
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~ 
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Acts 17:11 (NLT)  And the people of Berea were more open-minded than those in 

Thessalonica, and they listened eagerly to Paul’s message. They searched the Scriptures 

day after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


