
Luke 18:1-14
Parables on Prayer

I. The Widow and the Judge     vv.1-8     
Translation — “And He began to show them a parable to the effect that they 

ought always to prayer and not to become discouraged.”          v.1

Translation — “Saying, ‘There was some judge in a certain city, who neither 
feared God nor was he ever influenced by men.’ ”          v.2

 

Translation — “Now there was a widow in that city and she was always coming 
to him, saying.  ‘Award compensation for me from my adversary.’ ”          v.3

Translation — “But he was not willing for a while; however later he said to 
himself, ‘Though in fact I do not fear God, nor have consideration for man…’ ”          v.4
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Translation — “Yet because this widow is always causing me annoyance, I will 
rule in her favor, lest that by her continual coming here she will finally wear me Out.”          
v.5

Translation — “And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the judge of unrighteousness 
said’ ”          v.6

Translation — “And shall not God settle the account of His elect, who are crying 
to Him by day and by night, even though they try His patience?”          v.7

Translation — “I am telling you that He will vindicate them without delay.  
Nevertheless when the Son of Man arrives, will He indeed find the faith upon the earth?”          
v.8
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II. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector     vv.9-14     

Translation — “And He also spoke to those who had always trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and looked down upon the others, this parable.”          
v.9

Translation — “Two men went up into the temple to pray: the one was a 
Pharisee and the other was a revenue officer.”          v.10

Translation — “The Pharisee stood up and began to pray as follows to himself: ‘0 
God!  I thank you that I am not like the rest of mankind — extortioners, dishonest, 
adulterers or especially like this revenue official.’ ”          v.11

Translation — “I fast regularly twice a week.  I always give back ten percent of all 
of that which I get.”          v.12

Translation — “But when the revenue official had taken his place far away, he 
was unwilling to lift his eyes to heaven, but began to beat upon his breast saying, ‘O God 
be reconciled unto me the sinner.’ ”          v.13
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Translation — “I am telling you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 
than that one.  Because everyone who exalts himself will be brought low, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”          v.14
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