


Join Us for Our Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

December 24, 2024 @ 6:00 pm 

Our Sunday School Children will sing Go Tell It on the Mountain during the 
service. For families of school-age children, please contact Maggie Lee at

maggie.lee86@gmail.com.
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And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Prelude 8:30 – Rick Betts  |  11:15 – Oakwood Musicians

Welcome and Announcements                                Christmas Eve Service 

8:30 Silent time of reflection                    

11:15 Oakwood Choir                           Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

THE CALL TO WORSHIP

WELCOME

             December 15, 2024

By God’s grace, we long to 
become “Oaks of Righteousness,” 

Growing Roots deep in God’s 
Word, Bearing Fruit of God-

centered holiness and worship, 
and Branching Out with Gospel-
centered witness and service to 

State College, Penn State, Central 
Pennsylvania, and the world.
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Our Prayer of Adoration Rev.  Ben Lee

8:30 SERVICE MUSIC

O Come, All Ye Faithful    Hymn #208

1. Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come,
Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

3. Hail, the heav’n-born 
Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

11:15 SERVICE MUSIC

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Words: Charles Wesley, Hymns and Sacred Poems, 1739, alt. Music: Felix Mendelssohn, in his cantata Festgesang an die Künstler, 1840 
(second movement, Vaterland, in deinem Gauen); the cantata celebrated the 400th anniversary of Johann Gutenberg’s invention of the 
printing press. This arrangement, by William H. Cummings, appeared in the Congregational Hymn and Tune Book, by Richard R. Chope, 1857. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN &  
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
God’s Law                           Ephesians 4:12-16

Prayer of Confession

Silent Prayer

God’s Promise to Pardon        1 Corinthians 12:12-13

8:30 SERVICE MUSIC

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Hymn #216

11:15 SERVICE MUSIC

’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
Words by Louisa M. R. Stead, 1882. Music by William J. Kirkpatrick, Canzetta Staton, Louisa M. Stead. ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus lyrics © 
Universal Music Publishing Group, Essential Music Publishing, Capitol Christian Music Group. | CCLI License No. 478868

1. ’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to take Him at His Word;
Just to rest upon His promise,
Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”

CHORUS
Jesus, Jesus, how I trust Him!
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!
O for grace to trust Him more!

2. O how sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just to trust His cleansing blood;
And in simple faith to plunge me
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

CHORUS

3. Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,
Just from sin and self to cease;
Just from Jesus simply taking
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

CHORUS

4. I’m so glad I learned to trust Him,
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend;
And I know that Thou art with me,
Wilt be with me to the end.

CHORUS
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THE BLESSINGS OF REDEMPTION
Advent Explanation

“Advent is a tradition observed throughout many centuries of church history, where the four 
Sundays leading up to Christmas day are focused upon the “advent” (“coming” or “arrival”) 
of Jesus Christ.  With its association to the celebration of Christmas, it’s primary focus has 
been upon Christ’s first coming, His incarnation.  But, historically, Advent has also been a time 
to focus on Christ’s second coming, when He will bring to completion the deliverance and 
transformation promised to His people and all creation.”

Advent Reading                    

3rd Sunday of Advent                                       Jeremiah 31:31-34, Philippians 2:5-11

8:30 – The Cornaggia Family | 11:15 – The Breon Family

                                                                         Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made 

with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the 

Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one 

teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive 

their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 

was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 

emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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God’s Promise to Hear                                          Mark 10:14-15
Prayer of Petition                                                                                 Elder Doug Sharp

God’s Promise to Provide       Luke 12:20-21

Our Tithes and Offerings                                                                               Offertory

11:15 Oakwood Choir              The First Noel/Pachelbel’s Canon

8:30 SERVICE MUSIC 

It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                          Hymn #200

11:15 SERVICE MUSIC

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen
Public Domain

1. God rest you merry, gentlemen,
Let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior
Was born upon this day,
To save us all from Satan’s power
When we were gone astray

CHORUS 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy,
O tidings of comfort and joy.

2. From God our heav’nly Father,
A blessed angel came;
And unto certain shepherds
Brought tidings of the same:
How that in Bethlehem was born
The son of God by name.

CHORUS

3. Now to the Lord sing praises  
All you within this place,  
And with true love and brotherhood
Each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface.

CHORUS
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*Children are excused to the nursery (7 mo. - 2 yrs) and Stepping Stones (3 yrs - 1st grade) during the sermon.

THE WORD OF LIFE*
Isaiah 61:1-4; Matthew 13:1-9; 31,32                                 Senior Pastor Rev. Dan Kiehl 

HOW THE KINGDOM COMES  
61:1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those 
who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who 
mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint 
spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he may be glorified. 4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; they 
shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.

13:1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And 
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds 
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately 
they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they 
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other 
seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”

31 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is 
like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.

32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the 
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.”
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*Children are excused to the nursery (7 mo. - 2 yrs) and Stepping Stones (3 yrs - 1st grade) during the sermon.

SERMON NOTES
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THE BLESSING & SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
God’s Promise of Blessing                          Revelation 22:20-21

DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen, Amen.

Postlude                         8:30 – Rick Betts  |  11:15 – Oakwood Musicians

8:30 SERVICE MUSIC* 

Angels We Have Heard on High                                                                   Hymn #214

* Parents are asked to pick up their children from nursery and Stepping Stones.

1. Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven 
and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, 
rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world 
with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders of His love.

11:15 SERVICE MUSIC*

Joy to the World! 
Words by Isaac Watts based on Psalms 98, 1719. Music by George Frideric Handel. Antioch C.M. rep. Arranged by Lowell Mason, 1836. 
Public Domain | Arranged by Keith Getty and Fionan de Barra



WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S 
HAPPENING AT  
OAKWOOD?

Want to receive the weekly email 
announcements? You can fill out the 
tear off portion of the bulletin and check 
“Receive the e-announcements,” send an 
email to churchoffice@oakwoodpca.org 
or sign up on the website at  
www.oakwoodpca.org

Looking to get involved 
with a community of 
believers on campus?
Contact Matt Dabeiro:
matt.dabeiro@ruf.org

Contact Richard Smith: 
richard.smith@ruf.org for 
RUF International
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OAKWOOD ONLINE 
GIVING AVAILABLE

Online giving is available by going to 

 www.oakwoodpca.org/give                  



WHAT ELSE IS 
HAPPENING 
AT OAKWOOD?

GET > > > >       
CONNECTED

Learn about ministry events  
going on throughout the week, 
& learn more about our church online!

www.oakwoodpca.org 

Complete online by using the 
QR code or complete the sec-
tion below and place it in the 
offering plate.

FIRST NAME

LAST NAME

EMAIL

PHONE

SPOUSE / CHILDREN’S NAMES

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

OAKWOOD CHURCH OFFICE
Need to get in touch with  
us during the week? 

OFFICE HOURS: M–F | By Appointment

PHONE: 814.238.5442

EMAIL: churchoffice@oakwoodpca.org

ADDRESS: 1865 Waddle Rd. 
       State College, PA 16803

I WOULD LIKE TO:

Have a prayer request?  
Please complete the other side.

 ¨ Become a member

 ¨ Be contacted by an Elder

 ¨ Join a small group

 ¨ Volunteer for: 

 ¨ Receive the e-announcements

 ¨ Add my info to the directory

 ¨ Get more info about Oakwood


