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We believe prayer is the catalyst that goes before a move of God, in our church and in our lives.
We are so excited to be joining in 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting. Join the journey with us!

Since the beginning of Restoration, we have desired to become a people of prayer. When we
built our current building, we invited everyone to saturate our cement floor and the wood
foundation of our stage with prayer and Scripture. Our encouragement has simply been, “Pray
first with a grateful heart.” In all circumstances, whether good or bad, we try to pray before we
act. Prayer should be our first response, not our last resort.

Praying because we are told to pray is not enough. For prayer to transform our life, it needs to
become something we look forward to doing. Many people don’t enjoy prayer because they have
never been taught how to pray, how to be intimate with God. This guide is intended as a simple
aid. Please use it as you see fit. When you experience the beauty of daily conversation with Him,
you'll experience the presence of God that will change your life. Prayer changes everything!

What is fasting?

Fasting is designed to intensify our dependence on God by weakening our dependence on food
and other things.

Fasting is to voluntarily abstain from eating/drinking for an extended period. “Eating” and
“drinking” can represent anything that is holding you back. What do you “consume” in terms of
social food, intellectual food, spiritual food, and emotional food? Are these things distracting you
from your relationship with God?

Are you relying on things that have nothing to do with God to get you through your day? For
example, if you “have to have” coffee every day.

The goal of this time focusing on prayer is to see transformative, Christ- centered revival. We
want to see people come to faith in Jesus. We want to see the broken healed. We want the body
of Christ to pierce the darkness of our time with the light of the gospel.

Maybe your fast needs to just be about coffee. Ask God what He wants you to fast from and let
Him guide you.

Everyone doing a physical fast should consult a physician first. If you have medical issues,
consider fasting TV or social media. The point is that there is something God wants you to
separate yourself from for three weeks so that you can see and hear Him more clearly.

Whether you have done a 21-day time of prayer and fasting before, or if this is your first time, you
can start where you are and experience what God has in store for you in a powerful way.

Fasting goal: A personal encounter with God

We pray that you will experience the presence and power of God in an extraordinary way as you
commit yourself to Him over the next 21 days. As you seek God first, we pray your relationship
with God when you start the fast looks and feels different than how you finish.

As you prepare for the next 21 days, think about why you are fasting. Is it for spiritual renewal, for
guidance, for healing, for the resolution of problems, for special grace to handle a difficult
situation, or for a major decision? Ask the Holy Spirit to clarify His leading and objectives for your
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fast. This will enable you to pray more specifically and strategically. Think about the top two or
three uppermost issues on your heart and press in on those with God. Write these down in the
space provided below and be open to hearing what God wants to show you in those areas.

When praying, make your primary goal to know Jesus more and experience Him. Focus first on
what’s right about Him, such as His goodness and His greatness, and see everything else through
that filter.

Finally, make time to pray daily. Don’'t over complicate it! Just talk to God. Have that place and
time where you can seek Him every day. If you don’t plan to pray, you won’t. We also want to
remember that it’s a "get to” not a “got to.” It’s a privilege to be able to come to God in prayer.

“He must increase and [we] must decrease.” - John 3:30 “Be ye holy, for | am holy.” - 1 Peter 1:16

You may experience many benefits from fasting (cleansing your body, breaking addictions, etc.),
but the goal of fasting is to experience God. Right now, your life may be all about you, what you
want, and when you want it. Imagine if you separate yourself from your perceived needs (such as
food) you may see that life is all about Him.

During this fast, | am praying and believing God for:

Biblical Examples and Purposes of Fasting

e Jesus fasted to acknowledge His dependence and to gain spiritual strength through
reliance on the Holy Spirit and God’s Word. He did this before He began His public
ministry (Luke 4:1,2).

e Nehemiah fasted for confession, repentance, and favor in the sight of the king to get
permission to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1:4).

e David humbled himself for God to intervene because of injustice (Psalm 35:13). In 2
Samuel 12:17,23, he fasted for healing and miraculous intervention.

e Mordecai and the Jews fasted upon hearing news of Haman’s wicked plot for their
extermination (Esther 4:3).

e The Early Church fasted while worshiping and committing their ministry to the Lord. They
also sought the Lord through fasting for guidance, confirmation, and the appointment of
elders (Acts 13:2; 14:23).

e Jesus expected His disciples to fast, but He did not command it (Matthew 6:16).
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Types of fasts

There are several types of fasting. The one you choose is between you and God. He will honor
your best sacrifice.

Full Fast
Drink only liquids (you establish the number of days).

The Daniel Fast
Eat no meat, no sweets, and no bread. Drink water and juice. Eat fruits and vegetables.

3-Day Fast
This fast can be a Full Fast, Daniel Fast or give up at least one item of food.

Partial Fast
A partial fast is from 6:00 am to 3:00 pm or from sunup to sundown. You can select from three
types of fasting — a Full Fast, Daniel Fast or give up at least one item of food.

Scripture References for Fasting:
Matthew 6:16-18, Matthew 9:14-15, Luke 18:9-14

Relation to Prayer and Reading of the Word:
1 Samuel 1:6-8, 17-18, Nehemiah 1:4, Daniel 9:3, 20, Joel 2:12, Luke 2:37, Acts 10:30, Acts 13:2

Corporate Fasting:
1 Samuel 7:5-6, Ezra 8:21-23, Nehemiah 9:1-3, Joel 2:15-16, Jonah 3:5-10, Acts 27:33-37

Remember that it is the attitude of a heart sincerely seeking Him to which God responds with a
blessing (Isaiah 58, Jeremiah 14:12, 1 Corinthians 8:8). May God greatly bless you as you fast!

Developing a lifestyle of prayer

Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where He prayed. - Mark 1:35

Prayer is most effective when it isn’t something we do every now and then, but when it’s a
lifestyle we cultivate. To understand how to have a lifestyle of prayer, we can look at the example
Jesus gave during His life on earth.

Develop a Set Time

Jesus got up early in the morning to spend time with His Heavenly Father. Make a daily
appointment with God — whether it’s first thing in the morning, at lunch, or in the evening — and
faithfully keep it.

Designate a Certain Place

Jesus had a specific place He went to pray. He prayed in private. He specifically withdrew to a
solitary place to avoid being distracted by others. We can follow His example by designating a
quiet space for ourselves and schedule it at a time that we are less apt to be bothered by family,
friends, and other distractions. Maintaining a focus on God is the main purpose so that we can
hear Him speak to us in return.
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Have a Plan

When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray, He gave them an example of prayer. We call it “The
Lord’s Prayer.” As we pray every day, our plans for our prayer time can vary, maybe include
worship music, Bible reading, and quiet time to listen to God. It doesn’t always have to look the
same; it just helps when we are intentional about connecting regularly with God.

Ending the Fast

Breaking extended fasts should not be done abruptly. Start by taking small portions of food or
liguids. Pace yourselves to return slowly to your normal diet in about a week.

Do not have a big celebration feast when breaking a fast. Your body may not be used to the
sudden increased intake and break down. Be cautious, and always consult your doctor if you are
unsure of your physical condition.

Learn to Fast as a Spiritual Discipline

In addition to the prayer guide and prayer times, we are encouraging everyone to go deeper in
their understanding of fasting this year. Start thinking about fasting as a spiritual discipline that
happens throughout the year and beyond the 21 Days. The power you experience and closeness
you feel to the Lord can become a new way of life all throughout the year. To learn how to make
fasting a regular part of your spiritual life, our life groups will be studying Fasting through a
curriculum called “Practicing the Way”. You can join them by watching four, 20-minute teaching
videos from Pastor John Mark Comer and begin to experience fasting as a regular part of your
rhythm of being with Jesus. Here is the Link:

https://launch.practicingtheway.org/q/restoration

Join Us Daily
For anyone who wants to join us, the following pages include:

e Daily devotional.

e Prayer prompt.

e Listening prayer questions.

e A journaling prompt.

e Optional, for those who want it, a deeper dive into the daily topic.

We pray this journey is transformational for you. If you need encouragement, prayer or just want
to talk through something,
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Day 1: Dedication

Today, we're all about dedication, and we're using Psalm 119:10-11 as our guide. King David knew
it's about wholehearted pursuit. Let’s dig in and see how dedication becomes a beautiful
adventure, a passionate pursuit of the One who's truly worthy. Put aside your cell phone, and
anything else that will distract you from your time with God, whether it is for 5 minutes or 5
hours. Let’s dig in!

Psalm 119:10-11 (NIV)

| seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.
| have hidden your word in my heart that | might not sin against you.

Devotional:

Dedication is the act of committing oneself wholly and passionately to a purpose or cause. It's an
unwavering determination to follow a path with diligence and persistence. In the context of our
spiritual journey, dedication is essential. It's about seeking God with all our hearts, just as the
Psalmist expresses in Psalm 119.

Imagine a ship setting sail in the vast ocean. Dedication is its anchor. It keeps the vessel
grounded and on course, preventing it from drifting aimlessly. In our lives, God's Word serves as
that anchor. As the Psalmist says, "l have hidden your word in my heart.” When we store God's
Word in our hearts, we equip ourselves to navigate the unpredictable waters of life.

Dedication requires intentionality. It's a choice we make daily, sometimes even moment by
moment. We commit to staying close to God, adhering to His commands, and remaining faithful
even when the storms of life threaten to toss us off course.

Why is dedication important? Because it keeps us aligned with God's purposes. It helps us grow
spiritually, make righteous choices, and become more like Christ. Dedication deepens our
relationship with God, allowing us to experience His love, grace, and guidance in profound ways.

Prayer:

Lord, | come before You, heart wide open, ready to dedicate myself to Your ways. Help me to
seek You wholeheartedly, storing Your Word deep within. Help me to prioritize my time so that |
can focus on You and the things that matter most. Let my dedication be a passionate pursuit of
You, the One who's truly worthy.

In Your name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:
1. Lord, how can | deepen my dedication to You in the coming year?

2. What areas of my life do | need to surrender to Your guidance?

Journal:
Write down any impressions, thoughts, or instructions you hear/see that come to you during
your time with God.
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Day 1: Dedication || Deeper Dive

Quotes:
o "Dedication is not just for a season but for a lifetime.” - St. Faustina Kowalska

o "Dedication means aligning our hearts with the heart of Christ, surrendering our will to His
purpose.” - Oswald Chambers

o "Dedication is not just a duty, it is a privilege."” - Charles Stanley
o "The level of our dedication is most accurately measured by our private lives.” - A.W. Tozer

o "Dedication means consecrating yourself, your thoughts, and your actions for God's glory."”
- Billy Graham

o "Dedication is not about perfection; it's about perseverance.” - Max Lucado

PSALM 119:10-11

Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the book of Psalms, with 176 verses, and is a dedication to the
Word of God. It is an acrostic psalm, meaning each stanza begins with a new letter of the
Hebrew alphabet. Verses 10-11 are part of the tenth stanza, which begins with the letter Yodh.

Psalm 119:10-11 is a powerful testimony to the psalmist’s deep love for God and His Word. It is

nestled within the longest chapter in the Bible, Psalm 119, which is a beautiful poetic expression
of the value and significance of God’s law in the lives of His people. This passage highlights the
importance of seeking and treasuring God’s commandments to live a righteous and fulfilled life.

Context:

The context of this passage is essential to understanding its significance. It is believed that this
psalm was written during the reign of David, a time when the nation of Israel was facing great
political and spiritual turmoil. In the previous verses, David expresses his desire to follow God’s
laws and commands, but he also acknowledges his own weakness and need for God’s help. In
these two verses, the psalmist continues this theme of seeking God’s guidance and strength, as
he declares, “With all my heart | have sought You; do not let me wander from Your
commandments” (Psalm 119:10).

The use of the word “heart” in this passage is significant, as it reflects the psalmist’s deep and
sincere devotion to God. In biblical context, the heart is often seen as the center of a person’s
being, encompassing their emotions, thoughts, and will. It is a place of vulnerability and
authenticity, and in this case, the psalmist is confessing that his desire for God’s commandments
is sincere and all-consuming. He is not just seeking God’s laws out of obligation, but rather, out
of a genuine love for God and His word.

The psalmist’s request for God to “not let me wander from Your commandments” is a plea for
divine protection and guidance. He recognizes his own propensity to stray from God’s laws and
seeks God’s help in remaining obedient. This is a reminder of our own human nature and our
constant struggle against sin and temptation. However, the psalmist’s request also reflects his
understanding that true obedience to God’s commands can only be achieved with the help of
God Himself. This aligns with the biblical principle that it is only through God’s grace and
strength that we can live a life pleasing to Him.

The historical and spiritual significance of this passage is evident throughout the Bible. In
Deuteronomy 6:5, God commands His people to love Him with all their heart, soul, and strength.
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This is exactly what the psalmist is expressing in Psalm 119:10-11 - a deep, unwavering love and
commitment to God and His Word. In addition, the phrase “do not let me wander” is a reminder
of God’s faithfulness and promise to guide and protect His people, even when they are prone to
wander.

We see that the psalmist uses the term “commandments” to refer to God'’s laws and instructions.
The Hebrew word used here is “mitsvah” which conveys the idea of a divine requirement or
mandate. This further emphasizes the psalmist’s understanding of the importance of God’s laws
in shaping his life and actions.

This passage carries several practical applications for believers today. It reminds us of the
importance of seeking God with our whole hearts and being obedient to His commands. It also
serves as a reminder of our own weaknesses and the need to rely on God’s strength and
guidance. It encourages us to approach God’s commandments not as a burden, but as a source
of joy and fulfillment in our lives. It challenges us to examine our own hearts and evaluate the
level of dedication and love we have for God and His Word. Are we seeking God with our whole
hearts, or are our motivations and actions deceitful and half-hearted? Do we truly treasure God’s
commandments and see them as a necessary guide for righteous living, or do we view them as
burdensome and restrictive?

Application:

1. Daily Scripture Reading and Memorization: Dedication starts with immersing ourselves in
God's Word. Commit to reading and meditating on Scripture daily. Consider memorizing
verses that resonate with you to keep God's Word close to your heart.

2. Setting Spiritual Goals: Dedication requires intentionality. Set specific spiritual goals for the
coming year. What do you want to accomplish in your relationship with God? These goals
can include prayer, service, or growing in a specific aspect of your faith.

3. Accountability and Community: Share your dedication journey with a trusted friend or
mentor. Accountability and a supportive community can provide encouragement and help
you stay on course.

4. Regular Self-Reflection: Dedication involves continuous self-examination. Take time
regularly to reflect on your commitment to God. Are there areas where you've grown, or
places where you need to recommit your dedication?

5. Practice Surrender: Dedication isn't just about doing more; it's about surrendering control to
God. Identify areas of your life where you need to surrender to His guidance and trust Him
completely.

Conclusion:

Psalm 119:10-11 highlights the importance of seeking and obeying God’s commandments with our
whole hearts. It reminds us of our need for God’s help and guidance in remaining obedient, and it
encourages us to approach God’s word with joy and sincere devotion. As we meditate on these
verses, may we be inspired to deepen our love for God and His Word, and to seek His help in
living a life that is pleasing to Him.

In verses 10-11 of Psalm 119, the psalmist expresses his wholehearted devotion to God and his
desire to keep His commandments. He recognizes the value and importance of storing up God’s
Word in his heart in order to stay on the right path and guard against sin. As we meditate on
these verses, may we also cultivate a deep love for God’s Word and hide it in our hearts, so that
we may follow His ways and live a life that is pleasing to Him.
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Day 2: Gratitude

We are delving into a subject that is life-changing - gratitude. We've got an incredible verse to
anchor our journey: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. So, lean in and let's go deep. Gratitude isn't just good
feeling that pops up when life is going well. It's a way of life, a posture of the heart, and it's
something we're called to in all circumstances. So, let’s explore what it means to rejoice always,
to pray without ceasing, and to give thanks no matter what. It's a journey worth taking, and |
promise you, it will transform your life. Let's get started!

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God'’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Devotional:

Today, we're talking about gratitude, and we've got a powerful verse to guide us -1
Thessalonians 5:16-18. This verse tells us to "rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks
in all circumstances.” Now, that's a tall order, right? But, gratitude isn’t just about warm fuzzies
when life is sweet. It's a lifestyle, a heart posture.

First, "rejoice always." It's not about pretending everything's perfect; it's about finding joy in the
midst of trials, knowing God's got it under control.

Next, "pray without ceasing.” Don't limit prayer to a time or place. Keep that line with God open
24/7. Talk to Him like He's right there, because He is! Just to be clear, I’'m not saying you
shouldn’t set a daily time or place to spend time with Him, I’'m saying just don’t limit Him or
yourself to only this time. God is always available to us.

And finally, "give thanks in all circumstances.” Even when life hits you hard. It's about seeing
God’'s hand in every situation and thanking Him for His goodness. So, let's live out this gratitude.
It's a game-changer, a joy-bringer, a life-transformer, and it aligns us with God's will. Let's rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, and give thanks no matter what. Your heart will thank you for it.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | come before You with my mind and heart wide open, eager and ready to
receive the gift of gratitude. Help me to cultivate a heart that overflows with gratitude, one that
remains steady, unwavering, regardless of the circumstances of life. Teach me to rejoice even in
the midst of trials, to maintain a continuous connection with You through prayer, and to offer my
heartfelt gratitude in every season of life. By living out these principles, | align my heart with
Your divine will, embracing the joy that comes from acknowledging Your goodness, Your
sovereignty, and Your boundless love. Please help me to live life with a heart of gratitude, to
appreciate the little things, and to express my thanks in words and actions to You and others.

In Your precious name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:
1. How can | cultivate a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving in every circumstance?

2. Is there anything specific you want me to do today as an expression of gratitude towards
You or others?

Journal:
Begin each day by writing down at least three things you're thankful for. This simple practice can
help you develop a habit of gratitude.
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Day 2: Gratitude || Deeper Dive

Definition:

The biblical definition of gratitude can be found in various passages throughout the Bible, but it
is often characterized by a heartfelt response of thankfulness, praise, and acknowledgment of
God's goodness, provision, and faithfulness. Gratitude in the Bible is closely tied to recognizing
and appreciating God's blessings, whether they are in the form of answered prayers, daily
provisions, or the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.

One of the passages that encapsulates the biblical concept of gratitude is found in Psalm 100:4
(NIV): "Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and
praise his name.” This verse emphasizes approaching God with thanksgiving and praise as an
essential aspect of our relationship with Him.

Additionally, in the New Testament, the Apostle Paul encourages believers to cultivate an
attitude of gratitude in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV): "Rejoice always, pray continually, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” Here, gratitude is
presented as a continuous response to God, regardless of the circumstances we may face.

In summary, biblical gratitude is a heartfelt and continuous acknowledgment of God's goodness,
provision, and faithfulness in our lives, expressed through thanksgiving, praise, and a joyful
attitude, irrespective of our circumstances.

Quotes:

e "Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for
tomorrow.” - Melody Beattie

e "Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues but the parent of all others.” - C.S. Lewis
e "Gratitude turns what we have into enough.” - Anonymous
¢ "When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed.” - Maya Angelou

e "Gratitude is a currency that we can mint for ourselves and spend without fear of
bankruptcy.” - Fred De Witt Van Amburgh

e "Gratitude is when memory is stored in the heart and not in the mind.” - Lionel Hampton

e "Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for
tomorrow.” - Melody Beattie

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Context:

The book of 1 Thessalonians is a letter written by the Apostle Paul to the Christians in
Thessalonica. In this passage, Paul is giving final instructions to the church before ending his
letter. The Thessalonians were a newly converted group and were facing persecution and
struggles. Paul's aim was to strengthen and encourage them in their faith.
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Exegesis:

Verse 16: "Rejoice always"”

The word "rejoice"” in Greek is "chairo” which means to be glad, delight, or be of good cheer. The
command to rejoice does not suggest a superficial or emotional response but rather it points to
an attitude of the heart. This command is in the present tense, which implies that it is to be a
continuous action. The Thessalonians were facing persecution and struggles, yet Paul urges
them to keep rejoicing in all circumstances because of their salvation in Christ.

Verse 17: "Pray without ceasing”

The phrase "pray without ceasing” does not mean to be in a constant state of kneeling or
uttering prayers. Instead, it means to have a continual attitude of dependence on God and to
have a constant communion with Him throughout the day. The Thessalonians were being urged
to maintain an ongoing conversation with God, seeking His guidance, and laying their worries
and troubles at His feet.

Verse 18: "Give thanks in all circumstances.”

The command to give thanks is difficult, especially in the midst of difficult circumstances.
However, the word "give thanks" in Greek is "eucharisteo” which means to be thankful, grateful,
or express gratitude. This command is not limited to certain circumstances, but it is to be done
in all circumstances, whether good or bad. As believers, we are to be thankful to God at all times,
knowing that He is in control and is working out all things for our good (Romans 8:28).

Application:

1. Cultivate an attitude of joy: We are to rejoice always, not just when things are going well. Our
rejoicing is not based on our circumstances, but on the unchanging truth of our salvation in
Christ. As Christians, we should cultivate joy in our hearts that will be evident to the world, even
in the midst of trials and struggles.

2. Maintain a constant prayer life: Our relationship with God is meant to be ongoing and not just
limited to certain times or circumstances. Be intentional about maintaining a constant attitude of
prayer, seeking God's guidance, and staying connected to Him throughout the day.

3. Give thanks in all circumstances: It is easy to give thanks when things are going well, but the
true test of our faith is giving thanks even in difficult circumstances. We should have a grateful
heart, knowing that God is in control, and He is working out His perfect plan for our lives.

4. Trust in God's will for our lives: The will of God for us is to rejoice, pray, and give thanks
always. When we follow these commands, we are aligning ourselves with God's will and trusting
in His plan for our lives. We can have peace and assurance knowing that our lives are in His
hands.

5. The power of acknowledging God: By giving thanks and praise, we declare our dependence
on God and acknowledge that all good things come from him. This can strengthen our trust and
faith in him, knowing that he is our provider and sustainer.

Conclusion:

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 serves as a reminder for believers to continuously rejoice, pray, and give
thanks in all circumstances. This passage is applicable to us today as we navigate through the
struggles and challenges of life. Let us cultivate an attitude of joy, maintain a constant prayer
life, and always give thanks to God, knowing that it is His will for us in Christ Jesus.
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Day 3: Guidance

This is a topic we all wrestle with at some point on this journey of life - seeking God's guidance.
It's like trying to navigate through a maze blindfolded, right? In this world of chaos and
confusion, we all yearn for some kind of direction, some kind of purpose. We're all searching for
answers, seeking to make sense of this crazy ride we're on. God's guidance is the key. It's the
compass that points us in the right direction, the light that leads us through the darkness. So,
today, let’s explore what it means to seek God's guidance, how we can tune our hearts to His
voice, and how it can transform our lives. It's a journey worth taking. Let's dig in!

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.

Devotional:

Today, we're diving deep into the Word to unpack the beauty of seeking God's guidance, and
we're using Proverbs 3:5-6 as our guiding light. So, grab your Bible, get comfy, and let's get into
it.

Proverbs 3:5-6, a gem of wisdom, says, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Now, let's break it down. Seeking God's guidance is not about relying on our own intellect or
following our own plans. No, it's about trust. It's about surrender. It's about letting go of our
limited wisdom and embracing the infinite wisdom of our Creator.

Solomon, the wise man who penned these words, understood that. He knew that trying to figure
everything out on our own would only lead to confusion and frustration. So, he urged us to trust
in the Lord with all our hearts. Imagine that, trusting God with everything, even when we can't
see the full picture. It's like walking through the dark with our hands in His, knowing that He sees
what we can't and that His plans are always better than ours.

But it doesn't stop there. Solomon also tells us to submit to Him in all our ways. That means
seeking His guidance in every aspect of our lives - our decisions, our relationships, our dreams,
our fears - everything. When we do that, when we truly submit to Him, we'll find that our paths
become straight. It's not about a life without twists and turns, but it's about a life where God's
guidance keeps us on the right track, no matter what obstacles or detours come our way.

So, when you're faced with uncertainty or when life throws you a curveball, remember Proverbs
3:5-6. Trust in the Lord wholeheartedly, surrender your plans to Him, and watch as He makes
your paths straight. Seeking God's guidance isn't just about finding direction; it's about finding
trust, finding peace, and finding a love that will never let you down.

Let's be like Solomon, embracing the wisdom of these words, and trusting that as we submit to
the Lord in all our ways, He will guide us on a path of purpose, fulfillment, and eternal
significance.
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Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | come before You today ready to trust and surrender to you. Your Word in
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds me that my understanding is limited, but Your wisdom is boundless. So,
Lord, | choose to trust in You with all my heart.

In the midst of life's uncertainties, when my understanding fails me, | lean on Your unfailing
wisdom and love. | surrender my plans and desires, knowing that Your ways are higher and
better than my own.

Help me, Father, to submit to You in all my ways - in my decisions, my struggles, my joys, and
my fears. | want to seek Your guidance in every aspect of my life, trusting that You will make my
path straight.

Lord, | thank You for being my guiding light, my constant companion on this journey. | thank You
for the assurance that as | trust and submit to You, You will lead me on a path of purpose, peace,
and fulfillment.

In Your precious name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Search me Lord, show me any areas of my life where | do not trust You. Reveal to me what
you want me know about these areas.

2. Is there anything preventing me from trusting Your direction especially if it differs from my
plans?

Journal:
Reflect on times when you sensed God's guidance.
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Day 3: Guidance || Deeper Dive

Verse 5: "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”

This passage emphasizes the importance of fully trusting in God rather than relying on our own
limited understanding. Trusting in God means surrendering our human reasoning and instead
relying on His wisdom, guidance, and direction. This trust requires a deep, unwavering faith in
God's character and promises.

Verse 6: ”In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”

Submitting to God in all areas of our lives means acknowledging God's authority and seeking His
will in every decision we make. When we allow God to direct our paths, we can trust that He will
lead us on a straight and righteous path, even when it may not make sense to us.

Cross-References:
- Psalm 37:5: "Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this."”

- Isaiah 26:4: "Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.”

Parallel Passages:
- Proverbs 16:3: "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.”

- Proverbs 28:26: "Those who trust in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are
kept safe.”

Explanation:

One of the main themes in this passage is the contrast between trusting in God versus trusting in
ourselves. The author encourages readers to trust in God with their whole being, acknowledging
His sovereignty and infinite wisdom. This trust is then demonstrated through a complete
submission to God in all areas of life, resulting in God directing our paths toward righteousness
and fulfillment. This passage serves as a reminder that true wisdom comes from trusting and
submitting to God, rather than relying on our own limited understanding.

Application

1. Prayerful Decision-Making: Before making significant decisions, take time to pray and seek
God's guidance. Invite Him to lead your choices.

2. Study God's Word: The Bible is a treasure trove of wisdom. Study it regularly to understand
God's principles, and apply them to your decisions.

3. Listen for His Voice: Be attentive to the gentle promptings of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes,
God's guidance comes as a still, small voice in your heart.

4. Seek Counsel: Don't hesitate to seek advice from godly mentors, friends, or family members
who can provide wisdom and perspective.

5. Trust the Process: Understand that God’'s guidance may not always lead to the easiest path,
but it will lead to the best one. Trust His timing and His ways.

Conclusion:

Proverbs 3:5-6 is a powerful and timeless reminder for believers to trust in God and not rely on
their own understanding. The variations in the textual readings do not change the overall
message of the passage. This verse is not only a call to action, but also a promise of guidance
and direction from God if we submit to Him in all aspects of our lives. It serves as a foundational
verse for the Christian faith, and its message is just as relevant today as it was when it was
written thousands of years ago.
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Day 4: Forgiveness

Today, we're getting into a subject that's both profound and personal - forgiveness. We've got
some powerful words from Jesus Himself to guide us, found in Matthew 6:14-15. So, lean in.

Read the passage below. That's a weighty statement, right? But it's also a transformative one.
Jesus is telling us that forgiveness isn't just a suggestion; it's a command, a way of life, and it's
directly linked to our own forgiveness from God. Let’s unpack what it means to forgive others,
why it's crucial for our own spiritual well-being, and how it aligns with the heart of our Heavenly
Father. It's a journey worth taking, and it just might set you free. Let's dive in!

Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV)
For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Devotional:

Today, let’s take in the truth of the transformative power of forgiveness, guided by the words of
Jesus in Matthew 6:14-15 from the New International Version (NIV):

"For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Now, let me tell you, forgiveness isn’t just a casual concept; it's a life-altering command from our
Lord. It's not just about letting go of grudges; it's about setting your heart free and aligning it
with the heart of our Heavenly Father.

First, remember that forgiving others is a command, not a suggestion. Jesus makes it clear that if
we want to experience God's forgiveness in our lives, we must be willing to extend forgiveness
to others. It's a divine exchange, a reflection of God's grace at work.

But why is forgiveness so crucial for us? Well, it's not just about the other person; it's about our
own spiritual well-being. When we hold onto bitterness, anger, and resentment, we're the ones
who suffer. It's like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die. Forgiveness sets us
free from the chains of unforgiveness.

So, today, | challenge you to embrace the power of forgiveness. Let go of grudges, release the
weight of unforgiveness, and watch how God's forgiveness washes over you. Remember, it's not
always easy, but it's always worth it.

And as you walk this journey of forgiveness, you'll discover a profound truth: forgiving others
doesn't just change them; it changes you. It's a path to freedom, healing, and experiencing God's
love in a deeper way.

So, let's be like Jesus, forgiving others as we've been forgiven. Let's choose to extend grace,
mercy, and love to those who've wronged us, knowing that in doing so, we're walking in
obedience to our Heavenly Father. Amen.

Prayer:

Jesus, search my heart and reveal any area where | am holding onto unforgiveness. Help me, to
release others in forgiveness, just as You have forgiven me. Grant me the strength and
willingness to let go of past hurts and grievances, embracing the freedom that forgiveness
brings. May Your love and grace fill my heart, and may | extend the same forgiveness You have
shown me to those | perceive who have wronged me. In Your holy name, | pray. Amen.
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Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Is there anyone | need to forgive or seek forgiveness from?
2. How can | extend Your forgiveness to others in my life?

Journal:
Record your thoughts on the power of forgiveness.
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Day 4: Forgiveness || Deeper Dive

Definition

In Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV), Jesus provides a clear and concise definition of forgiveness:

This passage teaches us that forgiveness is a conscious decision and action of letting go of
resentment, bitterness, and the desire for revenge when someone has wronged us. It involves
pardoning others for their offenses, just as God forgives us for our sins when we seek His
forgiveness. Furthermore, it underscores the reciprocity of forgiveness - as we extend
forgiveness to others, God, in turn, forgives us. However, if we withhold forgiveness from others,
we risk hindering our own forgiveness from God. This biblical definition emphasizes the
relational and spiritual importance of forgiveness in the life of a believer.

Quotes:

1. "To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable because God has forgiven the
inexcusable in you."” - C.S. Lewis

"Forgiveness is not an occasional act; it is a permanent attitude.” - Martin Luther King Jr.
"Forgiveness is the key to action and freedom.” - Hannah Arendt

"Forgive others not because they deserve forgiveness, but because you deserve peace.” -
Jonathan Lockwood Huie

"The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.” - Mahatma Gandhi

6. "Forgiveness liberates the soul. It removes fear. That is why it is such a powerful weapon.” -
Nelson Mandela

7. "The practice of forgiveness is our most important contribution to the healing of the world." -
Marianne Williamson

8. "Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will can function regardless of the temperature of
the heart.” - Corrie ten Boom

9. "Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.” - Paul Boese

10. "Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.” - Jesus Christ (Luke
11:4, NIV)

1. "Forgiveness is the key that unlocks the door of resentment and the handcuffs of hatred. It is
a power that breaks the chains of bitterness and the shackles of selfishness.” - Corrie ten
Boom

12. "Forgiving does not erase the bitter past. A healed memory is not a deleted memory.
Instead, forgiving what we cannot forget creates a new way to remember. We change the
memory of our past into a hope for our future.” - Lewis B. Smedes

13. "Forgiveness doesn't make the other person right; it makes you free."” - Stormie Omartian

The Words of Jesus

1. "But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High,
because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.” - Luke 6:35
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2. "Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 'Lord, how many times shall | forgive my brother or
sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?' Jesus answered, 'l tell you, not seven times, but
seventy-seven times." - Matthew 18:21-22

3. "Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” - Luke 6:37

4. "For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” -
Matthew 6:14-15

5. "But | say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” - Matthew 5:44

6. "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he
sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'l repent,’ forgive
him." - Luke 17:3-4

7. "Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive,
and you will be forgiven.” - Luke 6:37

8. "But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked.” - Luke 6:35_

Commentary:

In these verses, Jesus makes it clear that forgiveness is not optional for His followers. He
presents forgiveness as a two-way street: if we forgive others, we will receive forgiveness from
our heavenly Father, but if we withhold forgiveness from others, we will not receive forgiveness
from God.

One crucial aspect of understanding this passage is recognizing the context in which it appears.
It comes immediately after Jesus teaches the disciples the Lord's Prayer, which includes the
petition, "Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” (Matthew 6:12). By placing
this teaching on forgiveness right after the Lord's Prayer, Jesus reinforces the idea that
forgiveness is an essential part of being a disciple.

Jesus' words in Matthew 6:14-15 also echo the teaching found in the parable of the unmerciful
servant (Matthew 18:21-35), where a servant who was forgiven a huge debt by his master refused
to forgive a fellow servant's smaller debt. This parable illustrates the seriousness of
unforgiveness and the consequences of harboring bitterness and grudges.

Forgiveness, as taught by Jesus, is not merely a transactional act; it is a reflective of the heart
and character of God. When we forgive others, we embody the love, grace, and mercy that God
has shown us through Christ. By forgiving, we demonstrate a willingness to release others from
the offenses they have committed against us, just as God has released us from our sins.

At the same time, Jesus' teaching does not mean that forgiveness is easy or that we should
overlook or condone wrongdoing. Forgiveness involves acknowledging the pain caused by
others but choosing to let go of the resentment and desire for revenge. It is an act of
surrendering to God's justice rather than seeking our own. It is a process that may require time,
prayer, and reliance on the Holy Spirit's work in our hearts.

Ultimately, Jesus’' message on forgiveness challenges us to examine our own hearts and confront
any areas of unforgiveness. It reminds us that we cannot expect to receive God's forgiveness if
we are unwilling to extend the same forgiveness to others. As followers of Christ, we are called
to live in the freedom and peace that comes from forgiving others, reflecting the transformative
power of God's love in our lives.
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Day 5: Strength

This verse is like a burst of energy for the soul. Get ready because we're about to soar to new
heights on wings of strength. Now, picture this: It's a promise that God has woven into the very
fabric of our faith journey. It's about finding our strength, not in our own might, but in the Lord.
It's about soaring above life's challenges, running the race with endurance, and walking
steadfastly even when the road gets tough.

Together, let’s unpack what it means to hope in the Lord, to experience that renewal of strength,
and to soar like eagles on the thermals of His grace. It's a journey worth taking, and it'll empower
you like never before.

Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings
like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

Devotional:

Today, we're soaring into the depths of Isaiah 40:31. It's a verse that packs a punch, and I'm
excited to dive into it with you.

This verse is all about finding strength, not in our own power, but in the Lord. It's about placing
our hope, our trust, and our confidence in Him. When we do that, something incredible happens.
Our strength gets renewed, like we're soaring on wings like eagles. It's not just about surviving;
it's about thriving, even in the face of adversity.

But it doesn't stop there. We're told that we'll run and not grow weary, walk and not be faint. It's
a promise of endurance, of unwavering determination, of a life that keeps moving forward.

So, here's the challenge, In the midst of life's challenges, in moments when you feel like you can't
go on, put your hope in the Lord. Lean into His strength, His grace, and His power. And watch as
you soar above the storms, run with endurance, and walk with unwavering faith.

This verse reminds us that God's strength is more than enough for whatever we face. So, let's be
like those who hope in the Lord, finding our renewal, our endurance, and our unwavering faith in
Him. He's the wind beneath our wings, the source of our strength, and the reason we can soar.

May the Word of the Lord empower you today and every day.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, In our weakness, we come before You, longing to receive Your strength. We
surrender our limitations, knowing that Your power is made perfect in our weakness. Fill us with
Your divine strength, Lord, so that we may face each day with courage and confidence in You. In
Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Listening Questions:
1. Where do | need Your strength in my life right now?

2. How can | rely on Your strength instead of my own?

Journal:

Write about times when God's strength carried you.
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Day 5: Strength || Deeper Dive

Biblical Definition:

The Bible often discusses the concept of strength in both physical and spiritual contexts. Here
are some key biblical passages that provide insight into the biblical definition of strength:

1. Dependence on God's Strength:

o lIsaiah 40:29: "He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might, he increases
strength.”

o Philippians 4:13: "l can do all things through him who strengthens me."
2. Spiritual Strength:
o Ephesians 6:10: "Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might."”

o 2 Timothy 1:7: "For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.”

Spiritual strength, as emphasized in these passages, comes from a relationship with God and is
characterized by qualities such as courage, love, and self-control. It is the inner fortitude to
withstand challenges and live a righteous life. These verses stress the importance of relying on
God's strength rather than relying solely on one’s own abilities. In biblical terms, true strength
often involves acknowledging human limitations and seeking God'’s help and guidance.

In summary, the biblical definition of strength encompasses physical, spiritual, and moral
aspects. It involves not only physical might but also inner fortitude, courage, and dependence on
God's strength for overcoming challenges and living a righteous life.

Quotes:

1. "l can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."” - Philippians 4:13 (Apostle Paul)
This Bible verse is often cited by Christians to emphasize their reliance on Christ for inner
strength and the ability to overcome challenges.

2. "Faith does not eliminate questions. But faith knows where to take them."” - Elisabeth
Elliot Elisabeth Elliot, a well-known Christian author and missionary, highlights the idea
that faith can provide the strength to grapple with life's questions and uncertainties.

3. "God doesn't give us what we can handle. God helps us handle what we are given.” -
Unknown This quote underscores the belief that God provides the strength and support
needed to navigate difficult situations.

4, "The will of God will never take you where the grace of God will not protect you.” -
Unknown This quote emphasizes the idea that God's strength and grace are always
present to protect and guide individuals through His will.

5. "Our greatest fear should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life that don't
really matter.” - Francis Chan Francis Chan, a prominent Christian author and speaker,
encourages Christians to focus on pursuing meaningful endeavors and relying on God's
strength.

6. "When we have nothing left but God, we discover that God is enough.” - Unknown This
qguote highlights the idea that in times of weakness or difficulty, God's strength is
sufficient to sustain us.

7. "Let us be silent, that we may hear the whispers of God." - Ralph Waldo Emerson (though
not a Christian, this quote resonates with many Christians) This quote underscores the
importance of stillness and listening for God's guidance and strength in moments of
reflection and prayer.
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Commentary:

Isaiah 40:31is a well-known and inspirational verse from the Old Testament, found in the Book of
Isaiah. It holds a significant place in Christian theology and has been a source of encouragement
and comfort for believers throughout the centuries.

1.

Waiting on the Lord: The verse begins by emphasizing the importance of waiting on the
Lord. This waiting is not passive but involves trust, hope, and faith in God's timing and
provision. It's about seeking His guidance and strength rather than relying solely on our own
abilities.

Renewing Strength: Those who wait on the Lord can expect their strength to be renewed.
This renewal is not merely physical but also spiritual and emotional. God provides the
necessary endurance, resilience, and perseverance to face life's challenges.

Mounting Up with Wings like Eagles: This imagery conveys the idea that those who trust in
the Lord will be lifted above their troubles and difficulties. Like eagles soaring effortlessly in
the sky, believers will rise above their circumstances with a sense of freedom and victory.

Running and Not Being Weary, Walking and Not Fainting: The verse speaks to the enduring
strength that comes from a relationship with God. Believers will have the ability to run the
race of life without becoming weary and to walk through the trials and challenges without
fainting. This suggests that God'’s strength is not just for momentary bursts of energy but for
sustained endurance.

In essence, Isaiah 40:31 encourages individuals to place their trust in God, patiently waiting on
Him for strength and guidance. It assures believers that God will renew their strength, enabling
them to rise above difficulties, run their race without weariness, and walk through life's
challenges without fainting. This verse serves as a reminder of the hope and empowerment that
come from a deep and abiding faith in God. It encourages believers to lean on His strength in
times of weakness and to rely on His guidance in all aspects of life.
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Day 6: Wisdom

This a powerful scripture that | believe holds the key to unlocking God's wisdom in our lives in
the midst of life's questions and uncertainties. James 1:5 is like a treasure chest of divine insight.
So, grab your Bible, and let's prepare our minds and hearts to receive whatever God has for us
today!

James 1:5 (NIV)
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

Devotional:

In the hustle and bustle of life, we often find ourselves facing questions, decisions, and
challenges that leave us feeling uncertain and in need of guidance. It's in these moments that
James 1:5 shines like a beacon of hope. It reminds us that when we lack wisdom, we have a
loving Father who invites us to come to Him and ask.

But let's not rush past the profound truth within this verse. Notice that it doesn't say God gives
wisdom to those who are perfect, to the ones who've got it all together, or to those who never
make mistakes. No, it says God "gives generously to all without finding fault.” His wisdom is not
reserved for the spiritually elite; it's a gift available to all who believe.

Wisdom, in the biblical sense, is more than just knowledge or cleverness. It's the ability to
discern God's will and apply His principles to our lives. It's about making choices that honor Him
and bless us and those around us. So, how do we access this generous gift of wisdom?

1. Recognize Your Need: The first step is acknowledging that you lack wisdom. Humility is key.
We must come before God with open hearts, recognizing that we can't navigate life's
complexities on our own.

2. Ask in Faith: God delights in our faith. When we come to Him, we should come with the
expectation that He will answer. Our faith is an expression of trust in His character and His
promises.

3. Persist in Prayer: Seeking wisdom may not always lead to an instant revelation. It might
require ongoing prayer and seeking God's face. Be patient and persistent in your search for
wisdom.

4. Study His Word: The Bible is a source of wisdom. Spend time in God's Word, meditate on His
teachings, and allow His truth to shape your decisions.

5. Seek Godly Counsel: Sometimes, God's wisdom comes through the wise counsel of others
who walk closely with Him. Seek out trusted mentors or friends who can offer guidance.

Remember, seeking wisdom is a lifelong journey. God's wisdom isn't just a one-time gift; it's a
continual source of guidance for every aspect of our lives. So, as you face the uncertainties and
challenges of today, remember that you have a loving Father who eagerly desires to grant you
His wisdom. Seek Him with a humble heart, ask in faith, and trust that He will generously provide
the wisdom you need to navigate life's path with grace and purpose.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, grant us, Your children, godly wisdom that surpasses earthly knowledge. Help
us seek Your ways, understand Your Word, and discern Your will. May our decisions and actions
be guided by the wisdom that comes from above, bringing honor and glory to Your name. In
humility, we ask for Your divine insight and understanding. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, what is the next best step | can take to grow in wisdom and understanding according
to Your Word?

2. God, reveal any areas where | need to let go of my self-reliance and lean on Your wisdom
and understanding.

During your listening prayer time, remain still, attentive, and open to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit, allowing God's wisdom to flow into your heart and mind.

Journal:

e Express gratitude for the wisdom you've received from God, from life experiences, and
from others. Reflect on how this wisdom has enriched your life.

e Journal your prayers and thoughts as you seek God's wisdom in specific areas of your life.
Document any insights or guidance you receive during your quiet times with Him.

Remember that journaling is a personal and introspective practice, always feel free to adapt
ideas to suit your own style and needs. It can be a valuable tool for deepening your
understanding and personal growth journey.
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Day 6: Wisdom || Deeper Dive

Biblical Definition:

Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge and understanding in a way that aligns with God'’s
principles and leads to righteous living.

Quotes:

1. "Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many men know a great
deal, and are all the greater fools for it. There is no fool so great a fool as a knowing fool. But
to know how to use knowledge is to have wisdom.” - Charles Spurgeon

2. "Wisdom is the power to see, and the inclination to choose, the best and highest goal,
together with the surest means of attaining it.” - J.I. Packer

3. "The beginning of wisdom is found in doubting; by doubting we come to the question, and
by seeking we may come upon the truth.” - Pierre Abelard

4. "A prudent question is one-half of wisdom." - Francis Bacon

5. "The wisdom of the world is earthly, sensual, and devilish; but the wisdom from above is
pure, peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.” - J.C. Ryle

6. "The function of wisdom is to discriminate between good and evil.” - Marcus Tullius Cicero

Commentary:

1. Wisdom as the Right Use of Knowledge: Charles Spurgeon’s quote highlights the
concept that wisdom is not merely about possessing knowledge but applying it correctly.
It involves making choices that align with God's principles and result in righteous living. In
Christian understanding, wisdom is not theoretical; it's practical and transformative.

2. The Fear of the Lord as the Beginning of Wisdom: Proverbs 9:10, a key biblical verse,
underscores that wisdom begins with a profound reverence and respect for God. It's the
foundation upon which all true wisdom is built. This fear of the Lord is not about being
afraid but acknowledging His authority and seeking His guidance.

3. Prudent Questions and Seeking Truth: The quotes by J.I. Packer and Pierre Abelard
highlight the role of questioning and seeking as pathways to wisdom. Christianity
encourages believers to ask thoughtful questions, engage in sincere inquiry, and seek
truth with a humble heart. This pursuit of understanding leads to growth in wisdom.

4. Discriminating Between Good and Evil: J.C. Ryle's quote references the biblical notion
that wisdom helps individuals discern between good and evil. It emphasizes that wisdom
is not morally neutral but leads to a life characterized by purity, peace, gentleness, and
mercy. It is a guiding light in making righteous choices.

5. Worldly Wisdom vs. Divine Wisdom: While not from a Christian source, Cicero's quote is
often used to highlight the distinction between worldly wisdom, which is often self-
centered and misguided, and divine wisdom, which is grounded in God's truth and leads
to a life of integrity and righteousness.

In summary, wisdom, from a Christian perspective, is not just about intellectual knowledge but
the application of that knowledge in a way that reflects God's values and leads to righteous
living. It starts with a reverence for God, involves seeking truth, making prudent choices, and
discerning between good and evil. Ultimately, wisdom is a lifelong journey of growing in
understanding and living out God's truth in our lives.
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Day 7: Community Focus - Unity

Let’s explore the verses below and discover the richness of community and unity that God
desires for us. Whether you're part of a church, a small group, or any Christian gathering, these
verses remind us that our unity is a testimony of God's love and power working among us. Let's
journey together and learn how we can be ambassadors of unity in a world longing for peace
and togetherness.”

Ephesians 4:3 (NIV)
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Psalm 133:1 (NIV)
How good and pleasant it is when God'’s people live together in unity!

Devotional:

In a world often marked by division and discord, the beauty of Christian unity stands as a
powerful testimony to God's grace and love. Ephesians 4:3 urges us to "make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace,” emphasizing the importance of actively
preserving the unity given to us by the Holy Spirit. Similarly, Psalm 133:1 joyfully declares, "How
good and pleasant it is when God'’s people live together in unity!” These verses paint a vivid
picture of the blessings that flow from a community of believers who are bound together in
Christ.

Reflecting God’'s Nature: Unity among believers reflects the very nature of God. The triune
Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—exists in perfect unity and harmony. When we, as God's
children, live in unity, we mirror this divine attribute to the world.

A Witness to the World: In a fractured world, the unity of believers becomes a powerful
testimony to the transformative work of Christ. When people see Christians loving and caring for
one another despite differences, it captivates their hearts and draws them closer to God.

Differences and Disagreements: Unity doesn’'t mean uniformity. We are diverse in our
backgrounds, opinions, and experiences. Yet, these differences, when submitted to God's love
and truth, can contribute to a richer and more vibrant unity.

Sin and Pride: Sin and pride can disrupt unity. Humility and a willingness to forgive are essential
in maintaining the bond of peace.

Prayer: Pray for unity in your Christian community. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and empower
you to walk in unity with your fellow believers.

Love and Humility: Embrace love as the foundation of unity and practice humility in your
interactions with others.

Forgiveness: Be quick to forgive and seek reconciliation when conflicts arise. Let the love of
Christ compel you to extend grace.

As we reflect on Ephesians 4:3 and Psalm 133:1, may we be inspired to cherish and actively
cultivate Christian unity within our communities. Remember that unity is not just a good idea; it's
a command and a privilege bestowed upon us by the Spirit of God. Together, as we live in unity,
we shine as beacons of God's love, drawing others into the beauty of His family and kingdom.
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Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we approach Your throne with humble hearts, understanding the
importance of unity and peace among us. Lord, give us the determination to make every effort
to preserve the bond of unity through Your Spirit. Help us to walk in love, humility, and patience,
always seeking harmony among our brothers and sisters. May our actions reflect Your heart for
unity, bringing glory to Your name. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, show me how | can be a peacemaker within my community and actively work toward
resolving any existing conflicts or tensions.

2. Are there specific prayers or intercessions You would have me make on behalf of my
community to promote unity and peace?

Journal:

Write about your own experiences with community and the importance of unity within it. Share
any challenges or blessings you've encountered.
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Day 7: Community Focus - Unity || Deeper Dive

Biblical Definition:

Biblical unity, in the context of Christian community, is the harmonious cooperation and shared
purpose among believers who form the body of Christ. It's not about erasing diversity but about
embracing it within a common faith in Jesus.

Key passages like 1 Corinthians 12:12 and Ephesians 4:3 emphasize this unity as a gift of the Holy
Spirit, calling believers to actively maintain it through love and peace. Love, according to
Colossians 3:14, serves as the bond that ties believers together.

In Christian community, unity is a testimony to the world, showing the love and oneness among
believers. It's not about sameness but about sharing a commitment to follow Christ, working
together in harmony, and supporting one another. Ultimately, biblical unity reflects the oneness
believers have in Christ and His love among His followers.

Quotes:

1. "Unity is not an option; it's a command from God. It's not about uniformity; it's about
embracing our differences and still choosing to love and support one another.” - Rick Warren

"In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” - St. Augustine

"The unity of Christendom is not a luxury, but a necessity. The world will go limping until
Christ's prayer that all may be one is answered.” - Charles H. Brent

4, "Where there is unity there is always victory.” - Publilius Syrus
"We are all one - all one body, all one people - in Jesus Christ.” - Corrie ten Boom

6. "There is no strength in unconnected stones. A single stone is fragile, but if it is joined to
others, they can resist the strongest winds.” - St. Hildegard of Bingen

7. "The Church is God's world-changing social experiment of bringing unlikes and differents to
the Eucharist/Communion table to share life with one another as a new kind of family.” -
Bryan Loritts

In summary, these quotes remind us that unity within the Christian community is not an abstract
ideal but a concrete reality that should be actively pursued. It's a reflection of God's design for
His people, a testament to His love, and a catalyst for the transformation of the world.

Commentary:

1. Biblical Foundation: The quotes align with the biblical teaching that unity is not just an
option but a command. Jesus prayed for the unity of His followers in John 17,
emphasizing its importance for the world to see God's love.

2. Diversity and Love: They acknowledge that unity doesn’'t mean everyone being the
same. Instead, it celebrates the beauty of diversity within the body of Christ and
highlights the role of love in binding believers together.

3. World-Changing Power: The concept of unity within the Christian community is
portrayed as a powerful force that can transform the world. When believers come
together in love and unity, they become a compelling witness to the truth of the Gospel.

4. Essential for Growth: Unity is depicted as essential for the growth and impact of the
church. Just as individual stones are vulnerable but strong when connected, so are
believers in Christ stronger when they stand together in unity.
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Day 8: Peace

Today, let's take a moment to reflect on God's incredible peace. In the midst of life's chaos and
uncertainties, God offers us a peace that goes beyond our human understanding. So, come
along as we explore the profound peace that only our Heavenly Father can provide.

Philippians 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

John 14:27

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Devotional:

Paul kicks it off Philippians 4:6-7 by saying, "Don't be anxious about anything!” He's telling us not
to let anxiety rule our lives. Instead, he's giving us the blueprint on how to find that supernatural
peace that only God can give.

First, he says, "Pray about everything!” | mean, seriously, everything! Your worries, your fears,
your concerns - take them all to God. "Petition” is another way of saying "humble requests.” So,
keep it real with God and lay it all out there. We talk about transparency all the time here at
Restoration. The more real and transparent we are with God, the more peace we can receive.
Anything not revealed is like a secret. Secrets steal our peace and God already knows anyway.

And here's the twist - do it with thanksgiving! Yes, even when life is wild and you're in the thick
of it, find something to be grateful for. It's like flipping the script on your worries and shifting
your focus to God's goodness.

Now, here's the kicker: "The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” This isn’t your regular, run-of-the-mill peace. It's that next-
level, mind-blowing, "I-can't-explain-it" kind of peace. It's a peace that's got your back, guarding
your heart and mind from all the chaos and noise.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, As | approach Your throne, I'm desperate for Your peace, the kind that
transcends human comprehension. In this world filled with turmoil and unrest, shower upon me
Your divine tranquility and serenity. Let Your peace, which surpasses all understanding, guard
my heart and mind through Christ Jesus. | surrender to Your perfect peace, Lord. In Your
precious name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1.  What are the barriers that are preventing me from experiencing Your peace more fully in my
life?

2. Is there anything I’'m holding onto that you would like me to surrender to You?

Journal:

Write down moments when you've felt God's peace. Thank Him for His gift of peace.
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Day 8: Peace || Deeper Dive

Biblical Definition:

The biblical definition of peace is multifaceted and rich in its meaning. In the original Hebrew
language of the Old Testament, the word for peace is "shalom,” while in the New Testament
Greek, it is "eirene.” Both words encompass more than just the absence of conflict or turmoil. In
its broadest sense, biblical peace refers to a state of wholeness, completeness, and harmony. It
encompasses spiritual well-being, physical health, emotional stability, and relational harmony
with God and others. Peace is the result of being in right relationship with God and aligning our
lives with His will.

The biblical understanding of peace involves the restoration of brokenness. It speaks of
reconciliation and the removal of enmity between God and humanity. Through the sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross, peace with God was made possible, as He reconciled us to Himself and
offered forgiveness for our sins. Peace is also associated with righteousness and justice. True
peace cannot be separated from living a life marked by righteousness and upholding justice for
all people. It involves acting justly, showing mercy, and pursuing righteousness in our
relationships, communities, and the world.

Furthermore, biblical peace surpasses human understanding. It is not dependent on external
circumstances, but rather it is an inner tranquility and contentment that comes from knowing
God and trusting in His sovereignty and goodness. It is a peace that transcends the chaos and
uncertainty of the world, grounding us in the unchanging nature of God. In the biblical context,
peace is not passive or complacent. It is a dynamic state that requires active engagement in
seeking and promoting peace. It involves being peacemakers, pursuing unity, and actively
working towards reconciliation and justice.

Ultimately, the biblical definition of peace points to Jesus Christ, who is called the Prince of
Peace. He is the embodiment of true peace, offering peace to those who believe in Him. Jesus
provides the pathway to peace with God and empowers us to live lives characterized by peace.

In summary, the biblical definition of peace encompasses wholeness, harmony, reconciliation,
righteousness, justice, tranquility, and the active pursuit of peacemaking. It is rooted in our
relationship with God, made possible through Jesus, and extends to all areas of our lives and
interactions with others. May we strive to embrace and live out this biblical understanding of
peace in our daily lives._

Quotes:
1. "Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of Christ.” - Corrie ten Boom

2. “The most valuable possession you can own is an open heart. The most powerful weapon
you can be is an instrument of peace.” - Carlos Santana

3. "True peace is not merely the absence of tension; it is the presence of justice.” - Martin
Luther King Jr.

4. “To be convinced in our hearts that we have forgiveness of sins and peace with God by
grace alone is the hardest thing.” - Martin Luther

5. "God cannot give us happiness and peace apart from Himself because it is not there. There is
no such thing.” - C.S. Lewis

6. "Peace is not an absence of war, it is a virtue, a state of mind, a disposition for benevolence,
confidence, justice.” - Baruch Spinoza

7. "Peace is not the result of having control over your circumstances, but of surrendering
control to God."” - Unknown

8. "Inner peace is not a destination; it's a journey with God as your guide.” - Unknown
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Commentary

Philippians 4:6-7 and John 14:27 shed light on the profound nature of peace that God offers to
His people.

In Philippians 4:6-7, Paul encourages believers to bring their worries and anxieties to God
through prayer, with a heart of thanksgiving. He assures them that by doing so, they can
experience a peace that surpasses human understanding, guarding their hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus. This passage highlights the importance of exchanging our anxieties for trust in
God's sovereignty and provision, finding peace in His presence.

John 14:27 further emphasizes the unique peace that Jesus imparts to His disciples. He assures
them that His peace is different from the peace the world offers. It is a supernatural peace that
remains unshaken amidst life's trials and tribulations. Jesus challenges His followers not to let
their hearts be troubled or afraid, for His peace is a gift that can anchor and sustain them.

Together, these verses paint a powerful picture of the peace that God generously gives to His
people. It is not a fleeting sensation, dependent on favorable circumstances, but a deep and
abiding calm that springs forth from a vibrant relationship with Him. This peace enables
believers to face challenges and uncertainties with courage and confidence, knowing that God is
with them.

It is important for us to understand that the peace God offers is not the absence of trouble, but
the presence of His reassuring and guiding hand amidst every situation. As we come to Him in
prayer, with a heart of gratitude and trust, we can experience the peace that transcends human
comprehension. This peace becomes a shield, guarding our hearts from anxiety and fear,
allowing us to find rest in His promises.

In a world filled with chaos and instability, let us hold on to the transformative power of God's
peace. Through prayerful dependence on Him, we can experience a peace that defies
circumstances and surpasses human understanding. May we continuously seek His presence and
embrace His gift of peace in every aspect of our lives, knowing that in Him, we find true serenity
and strength._
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Day 9: Healing

We're about to dive into something real special today - God’s healing. Healing isn’t just about
fixing bodies; it's about restoring hearts, minds, and souls. It's about finding hope, comfort, and
transformation in the One who's the ultimate Healer. God's healing touches every part of our
lives. It's about mending the broken, bringing light to the darkest corners, and showing us His
relentless love. My prayer is that this journey will encourage you and renew your faith in the
ultimate Healer.

Jeremiah 17:14
Heal me, Lord, and | will be healed; save me and | will be saved,
for you are the one | praise.

Devotional:

Today, we find ourselves in the book of Jeremiah, where we encounter a heartfelt cry for healing
and salvation. Jeremiah 17:14 (NIV) encapsulates a profound truth that resonates deeply with our
souls. It's a verse that reminds us of our desperate need for the healing touch and saving grace
of our Almighty God.

Jeremiah begins with a simple but powerful plea: "Heal me, Lord.” We've all been there, haven't
we? Moments when our bodies ache with pain, our hearts are burdened by grief, or our souls are
wounded by sin. In those moments, we echo Jeremiah’s prayer, recognizing that true healing can
only come from the Great Physician Himself.

Jeremiah's prayer doesn't stop at healing; it extends to salvation. "Save me and | will be saved.”
Beyond physical ailments, our hearts often carry the weight of sin and guilt. We long for
deliverance from the bondage of our transgressions. Jeremiah's prayer reminds us that God
alone can rescue us from the power of sin and grant us eternal salvation.

The verse concludes with a beautiful declaration: "for you are the one | praise.” In our journey
toward healing and salvation, we come to recognize that God is worthy of all our praise. He is
the source of our restoration, the author of our salvation, and the object of our worship.

In our brokenness and need, let us approach God with the same sincerity as Jeremiah. Let us cry
out for healing and salvation, knowing that He is the One who can mend our wounds, free us
from sin's grip, and offer us eternal life. As we experience His healing and salvation, may our
hearts overflow with praise for the God who is faithful to answer our cries.

Remember that Jeremiah's prayer is an invitation for us to turn to God in our times of need. He is
ready to heal, to save, and to be the recipient of our praise. May this verse serve as a reminder
that true healing and salvation can only be found in our loving and merciful God.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | humbly approach You, seeking Your healing touch. Be it in my body, heart, or
soul, I'm in need of Your restoration. Pour out Your healing grace and peace upon me and renew
me according to Your perfect plan. In Jesus' name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, would you reveal any areas of my life where | may be resisting Your healing touch due
to fear, doubt, or unbelief?

2. How can | be a source of encouragement to others through the healing work you are doing
in my life?

Journal:

Jot down instances where you've witnessed God's healing for yourself, your family, friends or
others.
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Day 9: Healing || Deeper Dive

Quotes:

1. "The greatest healing therapy is friendship and love."” - Hubert H. Humphrey

2. "The purpose of healing is not simply to avoid death but to enter more fully into the life that
has been given to us.” - Henri Nouwen

3. "Christ is the Doctor of doctors, the Universal Physician.” - Charles Spurgeon

4. "God has a purpose for your pain, a reason for your struggles, and a reward for your
faithfulness. Don't give up.” - Max Lucado

5. "Healing takes courage, and we all have courage, even if we have to dig a little to find it." -
Tori Amos (not a Christian figure, but her words have resonance with many Christians)

6. "Healing is not necessarily about curing - it's about becoming well. Healing happens when
you become whole, and wholeness always brings health.” - Malcolm Smith

7. "The greatest healing therapy is love.” - St. Augustine

8. "Healing may not be so much about getting better as about letting go of everything that isn't
you - all of the expectations, all of the beliefs - and becoming who you are.” - Rachel Naomi
Remen

. "You can't heal what you don’'t acknowledge.” - Unknown

10. "Healing does not mean going back to the way things were before, but rather allowing what

is now to move us closer to God." - Ram Dass

Exegesis:

In Jeremiah 17:14, we find the prophet Jeremiah crying out to the Lord for healing. This verse is
part of a prayer and plea for restoration and deliverance from the troubles and afflictions he
faced. This passage reveals important aspects of our relationship with God and His role as our
Healer and Savior.

Firstly, Jeremiah acknowledges his need for healing, both physical and spiritual. He openly
admits his dependency on the Lord's intervention, recognizing that true healing can only come
from God. This humble posture reflects the truth that we, too, are powerless and in need of
God's healing touch. It reminds us to approach the Lord in a similar manner, recognizing our
limitations and seeking His intervention in our times of trouble.

Furthermore, this verse highlights Jeremiah'’s faith and trust in God's ability to heal and save. He
expresses confidence that if God heals him, the healing will be complete and lasting. Jeremiah
understands that true healing is not found in human solutions or worldly remedies but in God
alone. It is a reminder to us that our ultimate hope for healing should be placed in the Lord, who
is more than capable of bringing restoration to every aspect of our lives.

Jeremiah's declaration that God is the one he praises reaffirms his faith and devotion to God.
Despite his difficulties, he remains steadfast in his worship and admiration for the Lord. It is a
reminder that even in times of affliction and distress, we can find solace and strength in praising
God. Our praises are not conditioned upon our circumstances but grounded in the unchanging
character of God.

This verse not only depicts a personal plea for healing but also serves as an invitation for all who
read it to turn to the Lord for healing and salvation. Our own prayers for healing can find
resonance in this heartfelt cry of Jeremiah. We, too, can seek God’s healing touch, confident that
He is the source of healing and our ultimate Savior.

In conclusion, Jeremiah 17:14 reveals the posture of humility and faith as we approach God for
healing. It reminds us to turn to Him as our source of healing and salvation, acknowledging our
dependency on His power and intervention. By focusing our praise and trust in Him, we can find
hope and strength, knowing that God is the ultimate Healer and Savior of our lives._
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Day 10: Love

This is one of the most well-known passages in the Bible. We're talking about love- not just any
love, but the kind of love that's patient, kind, and doesn't keep a record of wrongs.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ° It does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. ® Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. ” It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Devotional:

This passage, often referred to as the "Love Chapter,” isn't just a lovely sentiment. It's a
profound revelation of God's heart and a blueprint for how we should love one another. Love, as
described in 1 Corinthians 13, can be challenging. We’re not talking about a mere emotion or a
warm and fuzzy feeling. No, we're talking about a love that is patient when others test our
patience, kind when kindness isn't deserved, and selfless when our instincts lean toward self-
preservation.

The love described here is a love that doesn't seek its own glory but delights in honoring and
serving others. It's a love that forgives without keeping score, and it refuses to rejoice in
wrongdoing but instead celebrates truth and righteousness.

And here's the kicker: this love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always
perseveres. It's not a fair-weather love; it's a love that endures through the storms and trials of
life.

So, here's the challenge for you and me today: Are we living out this transformative love in our
lives? Are we patient and kind in our interactions with others, even when it's tough? Do we keep
no record of wrongs and choose to forgive as we've been forgiven?

Let's lean into God's love, let it transform us from the inside out, and let it flow through us to
impact the world around us. We can’t give away something we don’t have. We must first receive
God'’s love, so that, we can give love to others. When we love like this, we reflect the very heart
of our Heavenly Father, and we become vessels of His transforming love.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | thank You for the gift of love, both receiving it and the gift of giving it. May
Your love fill my heart to overflowing so that | can share it lavishly with others. Help me to show
Your love in this world, through kindness, compassion, and grace to others around me. In Your
name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, reveal to me any areas in my heart where | struggle to love as You do. Are there people
or situations | find it challenging to be patient and kind in?

2. Lord, is there someone in my life whom | need to forgive and release from my scorecard of
wrongs? Give me the strength to do so and to extend grace as You have extended it to me.

3. Holy Spirit, help me experience Your love in a deeper way today. How can | draw closer to
You and allow Your love to fill every corner of my heart?
Journal:

Reflect on acts of love you've shown or received.
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Day 10: Love || Deeper Dive

Quotes:

1. "Love is an endless act of forgiveness. Forgiveness is the key to action and freedom.” - Corrie
Ten Boom

2. "Love is not an affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved person’'s ultimate good as
far as it can be obtained.” - C.S. Lewis

3. "Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.” - Martin Luther King
Jr.

4. "Love is not patronizing and charity isn't about pity, it is about love. Charity and love are the
same — with charity you give love, so don't just give money but reach out your hand
instead.” - Mother Teresa

5. "Love is an act of endless forgiveness. Forgiveness is the key to action and freedom.” - Maya
Angelou

6. "Love is not love until love's vulnerable.” - Theodore Parker

7. "Love is the secret key to every soul.” - Lailah Gifty Akita

8. "Love is the greatest gift that God has given us. It's not the love that you find in fairy tales or
happily ever after, but a love that is willing to give all.” - Billy Graham

9. "The measure of your love for God is the love you have for your fellow man.” - Pope John
Paul Il

10. "The greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and to love
your neighbor as yourself.” - Jesus Christ (Matthew 22:37-39)

Commentary:

Love is a central theme in the Bible, and it is often discussed and described in various passages
throughout both the Old and New Testaments.

The Greatest Commandments: In the New Testament, Jesus summarized the essence of God's
commandments in Matthew 22:37-39 (NIV): "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

This highlights the supreme importance of love in the Christian faith. Love for God and love for
others are the foundational principles of Christian living.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV): "Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”

This famous passage by the Apostle Paul provides a detailed description of what love should
look like in practice. It emphasizes qualities such as patience, kindness, humility, forgiveness, and
endurance.

John 3:16 (NIV): "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

This verse underscores the ultimate act of love - God'’s sacrificial love for humanity through the
gift of Jesus Christ. It is a demonstration of divine love that offers salvation to believers.

1 John 4:7-8 (NIV): "Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love.”

John, in his epistle, emphasizes that love originates from God and is a defining characteristic of
God's nature. To know God is to know and express love.
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Ephesians 5:25 (NIV): "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her.”

This verse speaks to the sacrificial love that should exist within the marriage relationship,
mirroring Christ's love for the Church.

Romans 13:10 (NIV): "Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the
law."”

Love is presented as the fulfillment of the moral law. When we truly love others, we naturally live
in accordance with God's commandments.

1 Peter 4:8 (NIV): "Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of
sins.”

Love is seen as a unifying and forgiving force that can mend relationships and promote harmony
among believers.

In summary, the Bible teaches that love is at the heart of Christian faith and practice. It is a
divine attribute, a commandment, and a way of life that encompasses selflessness, kindness,
forgiveness, and sacrificial giving, mirroring the love of God for humanity.
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Day 11: Joy

Today’s Scripture is a beautiful reminder of where true joy and purpose are found - in God'’s
presence.

Psalm 16:11 (NIV)

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence,
with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Devotional:

Let’s delve into something weighty: finding unwavering strength in the joy of the Lord. Life can
be quite the turbulent journey, filled with ups and downs, but the joy we encounter in God is
something truly extraordinary. Let's open our hearts to the words of Psalm 16:11 above. These
words remind us that our genuine joy, the kind that carries us through life's trials, isn't sourced in
worldly pleasures or possessions. It flows from being in God's presence.

Can you grasp the significance of this? God's presence, His very essence, is the source of an
unshakeable joy. It's not a fleeting emotion; it's a joy that endures for eternity. So, how do we
make this joy our strength? It begins with a choice, a deliberate decision to seek God's presence
daily. Dedicate time to prayer, worship, and immersing yourself in His Word. Submerge yourself
in His love and grace.

As we do this, we'll come to realize that God's joy isn't a fleeting sensation. It's a profound,
abiding presence that fills our innermost being. It's a joy that empowers us to confront life's
challenges with boldness and anticipation, secure in the knowledge that we are grounded in
something unshakable.

Today, | urge you to seek God's joy as your unshakable strength. When you encounter adversity,
don't depend solely on your own abilities. Lean into the joy discovered in His presence, and
you'll find the strength needed to triumph, endure, and savor the fullness of life He extends to us.

Let's bow our heads and pray together: Gracious Father, we thank You for the indescribable joy
found in Your presence. Help us to actively pursue this joy as our strength, to greet each day
with unwavering faith and reliance on You. May Your joy become our anchor in the storm and
our wellspring of enduring hope. In the precious name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, | come before You with a grateful heart, seeking the unshakable strength that
is found in Your joy. May Your presence fill me with a deep and enduring joy that empowers me
to face life's challenges with courage and hope. Help me, Lord, to cultivate a deeper intimacy
with You so that Your joy may overflow in my life and allow me to give the joy | have received
from You to others. In Jesus' name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, reveal any areas in my life where | have sought joy in worldly things instead of in Your
presence.

2. Lord, show me how | can share Your joy with those in my sphere of influence.

Journal:
Record moments when you've experienced God's joy. Express your thoughts and feelings and
gratitude about those moments.
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Day 11: Joy || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Biblical joy can be defined as a deep and abiding sense of happiness and contentment that flows
from a relationship with God, regardless of external circumstances. It is a state of inner rejoicing
and peace rooted in faith and trust in God's love and promises. Biblical joy is often characterized

by gratitude, praise, and a heart that remains steadfast in the midst of trials and difficulties.

Quotes:
1. "Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God.” - Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

2. "Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.” - Karl Barth

3. "Joy is the serious business of Heaven.” - C.S. Lewis

4, "Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep choosing it every
day."” - Henri Nouwen

5. "Joy is not in things; it is in us.” - Richard Wagner

6. "Joy is a net of love by which you can catch souls.” - Mother Teresa

"Joy is not giddy, happiness based on circumstances. True joy is the quiet confidence
that God is in control.” - Elizabeth George

8. "We are never more than one grateful thought away from peace of heart.” - David
Steindl-Rast

9. "Joy is the holy fire that keeps our purpose warm and our intelligence aglow.” - Helen
Keller

10. "Joy is not a season, it's a way of living.” - Kay Warren
1. "Joy is not the absence of suffering. It is the presence of God.” - Robert Schuller
12. "Joy is the echo of God's life in us.” - Columba Marmion

13. "The joy that you give to others is the joy that comes back to you."” - John Greenleaf
Whittier

Commentary:

Joy, as depicted in the Bible, surpasses conventional happiness tied to external circumstances. It

is a profound and spiritual state of contentment and delight that springs from a deep
relationship with God. This joy transcends life’s ebbs and flows, finding its wellspring in faith,
trust, and a profound understanding of God's love and promises.

In the Bible, joy is closely linked to worship, praise, and gratitude, illustrating that it emerges
from acknowledging God’'s goodness and sovereignty. It isn't reliant on a trouble-free life but
rather rooted in the belief that God is in control and orchestrating all things for good.

Christian believers, in particular, discover strength in this biblical joy. It becomes a source of
resilience and hope amid adversity. Even in the face of challenges and suffering, this inner
rejoicing remains unwavering, reflecting hearts firmly anchored in God’'s enduring love and

faithfulness. It empowers believers to navigate life's trials with courage, knowing that their joy in

the Lord is their ultimate strength.
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Day 12: Faith

Today, we're diving into the deep waters of faith, as beautifully articulated in Hebrews 11:1. It
says, 'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.’ This
verse unveils the heart of faith - a bold and unwavering trust in God and His promises, even
when our eyes can't perceive the fulfillment. Explore the profound impact of faith in our lives.”

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV)
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.

Devotional:

In Hebrews 11:1, we read, "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.” Faith is not just a passive belief; it's an active assurance. It's the unshakable
confidence we have in God's promises, even when we cannot yet see their fulfillment.

Throughout our journey with God, there will be moments of uncertainty. We'll encounter
situations that seem beyond our understanding and challenges that test our resolve. Yet, it is
precisely in these moments that our faith shines brightly.

Faith is our unwavering trust in the character and promises of our Heavenly Father. It's the
conviction that God is in control, working all things together for our good, even when our
circumstances appear unclear.

Consider this: the faith heroes we encounter in Hebrews 11, like Abraham and Moses, did not
possess all the answers or see the full picture. Nevertheless, they stepped out in faith, obeying
God's call and trusting in His promises. They were assured of the things they hoped for, even
though they had not yet witnessed them.

Today, as we navigate life's uncertainties, let’'s hold fast to our faith. Let us anchor ourselves in
the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things not seen. We can trust that God is
continually at work, even when His workings are imperceptible to us.

When doubt or uncertainty creeps in, cling to your faith. Rely on the assurance that God's
promises are unwavering and that He is entirely trustworthy.

Prayer:

Lord, we thank You for the precious gift of faith. Strengthen our trust in You, Lord, and help us
walk in unwavering assurance, knowing that You are the foundation of our hopes and the
certainty in the midst of life's unseen circumstances. May our faith be a testament to Your
goodness and faithfulness. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

Listen Questions for God:

1.  Remind me of all the ways in which You have been faithful in my life and how those
experiences can strengthen my faith.

2. Jesus, how can | cultivate a deeper intimacy with You, which is essential for growing in faith?

Journal:

Write about times when your faith was tested and strengthened. Write declarations of faith,
affirming you trust in God’s plan, His character, and His promises.
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Day 12: Faith || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Faith is a profound and unwavering trust and confidence in God, His character, and His promises
as revealed in the Bible. It is the conviction of the truth of God's Word, even when evidence may
be lacking, and the complete reliance on God's faithfulness, sovereignty, and goodness. Biblical
faith involves obedience to God's commands, the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
and a life of devotion and trust in God's guidance and provision. It is a central concept in
Christianity and is exemplified in the lives of biblical figures like Abraham, who believed in God's
promises, and throughout the teachings of Jesus and the New Testament.

Quotes:
e "Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.” - Martin Luther
King Jr.

e "Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.” -
Augustine of Hippo

e "Faith is the art of holding on to things your reason has once accepted in spite of your
changing moods."” - C.S. Lewis

e "Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want. It is the belief that God will do what is
right.” - Max Lucado

e "Faith is deliberate confidence in the character of God whose ways you may not understand
at the time."” - Oswald Chambers

e "Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. There is no glory for God in that which is
humanly possible. Faith begins where man's power ends.”- George Muller

e "Faith makes things possible, not easy.” - Anonymous

e "Sight is not faith, and hearing is not faith, neither is feeling faith; but believing when we
neither see, hear, nor feel is faith; and everywhere the Bible tells us our salvation is to be by
faith.” - Ellen G. White

e "Faith means being prepared to trust God even if He does not give you what you want.” -
Watchman Nee

Commentary:

Hebrews 11:1in the NIV beautifully encapsulates the essence of faith. It says, "Now faith is
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” This verse offers a
profound insight into the nature of faith. It is not mere wishful thinking or blind belief; rather, it is
a deep and unwavering confidence in the things we hope for, even when we cannot yet see
them with our physical eyes.

Faith is rooted in trust, particularly trust in God and His promises. It is the assurance that what
God has declared and what we long for will indeed come to pass, even if it is not immediately
evident. Faith allows us to perceive the spiritual realities that lie beyond the visible, tangible
world.

In the context of the Christian faith, Hebrews 11:1 reminds believers that faith is an essential
component of their relationship with God. It is through faith that they receive salvation and
experience the transformative power of God's grace.

Ultimately, faith is an anchor for the soul, providing hope and steadfastness in the midst of life's
uncertainties. It enables believers to walk confidently in God's plan, even when the path ahead
may seem unclear. Hebrews 11:1 serves as an enduring reminder that faith is not blind; rather, it is
a vibrant and living trust in the promises of a faithful God.
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Day 13: Humility

Today, I'd like us to explore the compelling theme of humility, using the principles found in
Philippians 2:3-4. In these verses, we discover the call to selflessness and valuing others above
ourselves, focusing on their interests rather than our own. Let’s delve into the profound impact
of humility and its alignment with the teachings of Christ.”

Philippians 2:3-4
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Devotional:

We are thrilled to embark on a journey of reflection and growth together, focusing on the
transformative theme of humility.

In Philippians 2:3-4, the Apostle Paul offers us a profound glimpse into the essence of humility.
He urges us to do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit but to, instead, value others above
ourselves. This divine perspective challenges our natural inclinations for self-promotion and self-
interest, inviting us to adopt a posture of humility.

Humility is not weakness; it's strength under control. It's the recognition that we are part of
something greater than ourselves—the body of Christ. When we humble ourselves, we emulate
Jesus, who humbled Himself to the point of death on a cross for our sake.

Embracing humility means setting aside our selfish desires, agendas, and ambitions. It means
seeking the well-being and interests of others before our own. This practice not only fosters
unity within the body of believers but also reflects the very heart of Christ.

As we journey through life, may we continually strive to emulate the humility of our Savior. Let's
examine our motives and actions, asking ourselves if they are driven by self-interest or by a
genuine desire to serve and love others. In doing so, we not only align ourselves with God's heart
but also find the true beauty and transformative power of humility.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we humbly acknowledge our need for Your grace and guidance. Help us to
cultivate humility in our lives, following the example of Jesus. May our actions and attitudes
reflect Your love and selflessness. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

May the journey of humility bring us closer to the heart of Christ and to one another, fostering
unity and love within the body of believers.

Listening Prayer Questions:

e Lord, reveal to me areas in my life where pride and self-centeredness have taken root and
hindered humility.

e Father, is there a specific message or insight about humility that You want to impress upon
my heart today?

Journal:

Reflect on your willingness to learn and grow with a teachable spirit. How can humility enhance
your receptivity to new ideas, perspectives, and wisdom?
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Day 13: Humility || Deeper Dive

Definition:

"Humility is the attitude of placing others’' needs and interests above one’'s own, recognizing our
dependence on God, and acknowledging our limitations and imperfections with a meek and
gentle spirit.”

Quotes:
1. "Humility is not thinking less of yourself; it's thinking of yourself less.” - C.S. Lewis

2. "The true way to be humble is not to stoop until you are smaller than yourself, but to
stand at your real height against some higher nature that will show you what the real
smallness of your greatness is.” - Phillips Brooks

3. "Humility is the mother of giants. One sees great things from the valley; only small things
from the peak.” - G.K. Chesterton

4, "The greatest test of whether the holiness we profess to seek or to attain is truth and life
will be whether it produces an increasing humility in us.” - Andrew Murray

5. "If you are humble nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace, because you know
what you are."” - Mother Teresa

6. "Humility is not a one-time lesson that comes when you have lost everything. It is a daily
lesson given by a merciful God.” - Charles Stanley

7. "The Lord measures our greatness by how many people we serve, not how many people
serve us.” - Rick Warren

8. "Humility is not a weak and timid quality. Too often we feel that humility is a sign of
weakness. This is not so. It is the sign of strength and security." - John MacArthur

9. "Humility is the foundation of all the other virtues hence, in the soul in which this virtue
does not exist, there cannot be any other virtue except in mere appearance.” - Augustine
of Hippo

10. "True humility is not an abject, groveling, self-despising spirit; it is but a right estimate of
ourselves as God sees us.” - Tryon Edwards

Commentary:

Humility is a foundational virtue in the Christian faith, often described as the key to a closer
relationship with God and harmonious relationships with others. It is, in essence, a posture of the
heart characterized by selflessness, meekness, and a genuine recognition of one's dependence
on God.

Biblically, humility is exemplified by the life of Jesus Christ, who willingly emptied Himself and
took on the form of a servant, ultimately humbling Himself to the point of death on a cross
(Philippians 2:5-8). His life serves as the ultimate model of humility, demonstrating that true
greatness is found in serving and caring for others.

Humility involves a willingness to put others’' needs and interests above one’s own. It is not a
diminishing of one's worth but a recognition of the worth and value of others. In this way, it
fosters empathy, compassion, and a deep sense of community.

One of the paradoxes of humility is that it leads to exaltation. As Jesus taught, "Whoever exalts
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12, ESV). In
humility, we find a closeness to God, who is drawn to the contrite and humble heart.
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Ultimately, humility is a transformative virtue that enables believers to grow in love, grace, and
spiritual maturity. It is the foundation upon which other virtues can be built, and it opens the
door to a deeper understanding of God's character and purposes. Through humility, Christians
reflect the heart of Christ and invite His presence into their lives, impacting not only their
relationship with God but also their interactions with the world around them.
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Day 14: Community Focus - Purpose

Here is another topic that's close to my heart—living with purpose within our community. As
believers, we are not called to walk this journey of faith alone; we are meant to be part of a
community that encourages, supports, and challenges us. So, join me as we explore how our
individual purposes align with the greater purpose of building up and serving our Christian
family."”

Acts 20:24

However, | consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete
the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God'’s grace.

Devotional:

In Acts 20:24, the Apostle Paul shares a profound perspective on life and purpose. He declares
that his life is of no value to him compared to the task he has been entrusted with by the Lord
Jesus: to testify to the good news of God's grace. Paul's words reveal a powerful truth: our
purpose is intricately tied to our role within a community of believers.

Paul's purpose was not self-centered but community-focused. His aim was to serve others by
proclaiming the message of God's grace and love. He understood that his life had a higher
calling, a divine purpose that transcended personal ambitions.

As we reflect on Paul's words, we're reminded that our lives, too, are meant for a purpose that
goes beyond ourselves. Our purpose is often interwoven with the well-being and growth of our
Christian community. We are called to love, support, and encourage one another on our journey
of faith.

Living with purpose in community means:

1. Serving Others: Just as Paul sought to serve by sharing the gospel, we can serve our
community through acts of kindness, compassion, and sharing the good news of God'’s
grace.

2. Building Relationships: Our purpose includes building meaningful relationships within our
Christian family. These relationships provide support, accountability, and a sense of
belonging.

3. Encouraging Growth: We can play a role in helping others grow spiritually by sharing our
faith, praying for one another, and offering guidance and support.

4. Fostering Unity: Unity within the community is essential. Our purpose includes working
towards unity, resolving conflicts, and promoting love and harmony among believers.

5. Pursuing God's Mission: Like Paul, we should align our purpose with God's mission. This may
involve participating in outreach, missions, or other forms of ministry to impact the world for
Christ.

Today, let's consider our purpose within our Christian community. How can we contribute to the
growth and well-being of those around us? How can we align our goals and ambitions with
God's mission for our lives and for our community?

In doing so, we not only fulfill our purpose but also experience the joy and fulfillment that come
from living a life that testifies to the good news of God's grace within the context of a loving and
supportive Christian community.
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, | come before you today with gratitude for the community of faith you have
placed me in. | ask for wisdom and discernment to understand my individual purpose within this
community. May | be a humble servant, seeking to love, support, and encourage others as we
pursue your mission together. In Jesus' name, | pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, bring to my attention any relationships or connections within my community that | should
invest in or nurture.

2. s there a specific mission or project within my community that You are calling me to be a part
of?

Journal:

Spend time in prayer, asking God for guidance on how to fulfill your purpose within your
Christian community. Write down any insights or impressions you receive.
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Day 14: Community Focus-Purpose
Deeper Dive

Quotes:
e Richard Stearns: "When we submit ourselves to God's sovereignty, we find our purpose.”

e Mother Teresa: "l can do things you cannot, you can do things | cannot; together we can do
great things.”

e Henri J.M. Nouwen: "Community is not a talent show in which we dazzle the world with our
combined gifts. Community is the place where our poverty is acknowledged and accepted,
not as something we have to learn to cope with as best as we can but as a true source of
new life."

e John Wesley: "Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in
all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you
can.”

e Charles Spurgeon: "Soul-winning is the chief business of the Christian minister; indeed, it
should be the main pursuit of every true believer.”

e Oswald Chambers: "The goal of my spiritual life is such close identification with Jesus Christ
that | will always hear God and know that God always hears me."”

e Brennan Manning: "The greatest single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians who
acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny Him by their lifestyle.”

Commentary:

Acts 20:24 is a verse that beautifully illustrates the idea of living with purpose within a Christian
community. In this verse, the Apostle Paul declares, "However, | consider my life worth nothing
to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the
task of testifying to the good news of God's grace.”

Paul’'s words encapsulate his deep sense of purpose as a follower of Christ. His life's mission was
clear: to testify to the good news of God's grace. But what's crucial for our understanding of
community purpose is that Paul did not see this mission as a solitary endeavor. He recognized
that he was part of a larger Christian community—a community of believers who shared in this
purpose.

Within a Christian community, individual purposes should align with the overarching mission of
sharing God's grace and love. Each member plays a unique role, utilizing their gifts, talents, and
experiences to contribute to the collective task. Together, they form a body, working
harmoniously to fulfill God's mission.

Acts 20:24 reminds us that within our Christian communities, we, too, have a shared purpose. It's
not just about our personal goals or ambitions; it's about how we can collectively serve God and
testify to His grace. This purpose fosters unity, accountability, and support, as we encourage and
challenge one another to live out our faith boldly.

In essence, Acts 20:24 encourages us to consider our lives in light of our Christian community
and its mission. It invites us to seek God's guidance on how we can actively participate in
testifying to God's grace alongside our fellow believers. This cooperative effort strengthens the
body of Christ and ultimately fulfills the greater purpose we have as a community of faith.
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Day 15: Courage

Today, the theme is courage. Let's explore how this powerful verse can inspire us to lead lives
characterized by unwavering courage and a deep reliance on the abiding presence of our faithful
God."”

Joshua 1:9 (NIV)

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Devotional:

In the midst of life's challenges and uncertainties, the call to courage resounds
throughout Scripture. It is a call that emanates not from our own strength but from the
unwavering presence of our God. Joshua 1:9 reminds us of this profound truth: "Do not
be afraid... for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”

Courage is not the absence of fear but the decision to move forward despite it. In the
book of Joshua, we find the Israelites standing at the threshold of the Promised Land,
facing an array of challenges. Moses, their great leader, had passed away, and now it
was Joshua's turn to lead. The task before him was daunting, but God's promise was
clear: His presence would go with Joshua.

Likewise, in our own lives, we encounter moments that call for courage. It may be
stepping into the unknown, confronting difficult circumstances, or simply persevering in
the face of adversity. In these moments, God's command to be strong and courageous
serves as both an exhortation and an assurance.

As we reflect on Joshua's journey, we are reminded that true courage is rooted in the
certainty of God's presence. It is the knowledge that He is with us every step of the
way, guiding, protecting, and providing. This knowledge emboldens us to trust in His
faithfulness rather than succumbing to fear or discouragement.

In your own life, where do you need courage today? What challenges or uncertainties
are you facing? Take heart in the promise of God's presence. He goes before you,
stands beside you, and follows behind you. With God by your side, you can step
forward in faith, knowing that His presence empowers you to overcome fear and
discouragement.

As you go about your day, remember that your courage is not self-generated but
deeply rooted in the abiding presence of God. Take each step with confidence, knowing
that He is with you wherever you go, guiding you in His perfect love and grace.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the promise of Your unwavering presence. Grant us
the courage to face the challenges before us, trusting in Your faithfulness. May we find
strength in Your presence and draw near to You in every step of our journey. In Jesus'’
name, we pray. Amen.
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Listening Prayer Questions:

1. God, show me if there are specific fears or anxieties that are holding me back from walking in
courage and faith?

2. God, is there a specific message or encouragement You want to speak to my heart regarding
courage and Your presence today?

Journal:

Select a few Bible verses that speak about courage and God'’s presence (e.g., Joshua 1:9,
Psalm 27:1, Isaiah 41:10). Write these verses in your journal and reflect on their meaning and
application in your life.
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Day 15: Courage || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Courage, as defined in the Bible, is the strength and resolve to face adversity, danger, or fear
with confidence, often rooted in faith and trust in God. It involves the willingness to take action,
persevere, and stand firm in the face of challenges, knowing that God's presence and promises
provide the ultimate source of strength and security.

Biblical courage is not merely a display of personal bravery or self-reliance; rather, it is a reliance
on God's guidance, protection, and empowerment. It is a quality that enables individuals to do
what is right and just, even when it may be difficult or unpopular.

Key passages in the Bible that illustrate the concept of courage include Joshua 1.9, where God
commands Joshua to be strong and courageous as he leads the Israelites into the Promised
Land, and David's courage in facing Goliath, which was grounded in his trust in God's
deliverance (1 Samuel 17).

In summary, biblical courage is the combination of faith, action, and trust in God's presence and
promises, enabling individuals to confront challenges and adversity with confidence and resolve.
It is a virtue that empowers believers to live out their faith boldly and righteously in a fallen
world.

Quotes:

1. "Courage is not simply one of the virtues but the form of every virtue at the testing point.” -
C.S. Lewis

2. "Courage is the power of the soul to resist the fear of death, to bear suffering, and to face
danger with firmness and resolution.” - Dietrich Bonhoffer

3. "A good character when established with grace, is a better thing than wealth, learning,
accomplishments, or talents.” - Charles Spurgeon

4, "Courage is contagious. When a brave person takes a stand, the spines of others are
stiffened.” -Billy Graham

5. "When a train goes through a tunnel and it gets dark, you don't throw away the ticket and
jump off. You sit still and trust the engineer.”- Corrie ten Boom

6. "Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and |
care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, they alone will shake the gates of Hell and
set up the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth.” - John Wesley

7. "Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole staircase.” - Martin Luther
King, Jr.

"Do not wait for leaders; do it alone, person to person.”- Mother Teresa
"Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God.” - William Carey

10. "A person really believes not what they recite in their creed, but only the things they are
ready to die for."” - Richard Wurmbrand
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Commentary:

Courage, as understood in Scripture, is a powerful virtue deeply rooted in faith and trust in God's
promises. One key verse that encapsulates this concept is Joshua 1:9 (NIV): "Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go."”

In this verse, God speaks directly to Joshua as he is about to lead the Israelites into the Promised
Land. God's command to be strong and courageous is not an assurance of a trouble-free
journey, but a reminder of His constant presence and unwavering faithfulness. It underscores
that true courage emerges when we place our trust in God's providence.

Courage, according to this biblical perspective, is not the absence of fear but the determination
to move forward despite it. It involves a reliance on God's guidance, strength, and protection.
Throughout the Bible, we witness numerous examples of individuals who displayed courage
because of their faith in God:

1. David, facing Goliath with a simple sling and stone, trusted in God's power (1 Samuel
17:45-47).

2. Esther, risking her life to intercede for her people before the king, relied on God's
providence (Esther 4:16).

3. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refusing to bow to an idol, believed in God'’s
deliverance (Daniel 3:16-18).

These biblical examples illustrate that courage is born out of faith and trust in God's character. It
empowers individuals to stand up for righteousness, confront adversity, and persevere through
challenges, knowing that God is with them.

In essence, courage, as defined by Scripture, is not a self-generated attribute but a manifestation
of our reliance on God's presence, guidance, and promises. It is a quality that inspires us to face
life's trials with unwavering confidence, knowing that the Lord is our refuge and strength (Psalm
46:1) and that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).
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Day 16: Obedience

Today, let's explore a foundational aspect of our walk with Christ—obedience. In John 14:15,
Jesus tells us, 'lIf you love me, keep my commands.’ Join me as we dive into the deeply
meaningful connection between our love for Jesus and our willingness to obey His teachings,
discovering the depth of our relationship with Him through the lens of obedience.”

John 14:15 (NIV)
“If you love me, keep my commands.”

Devotional:

"Today, we gather to delve into a subject at the heart of our Christian journey—obedience. As
we open our Bibles, let us remember the words of our Savior in John 14:15, 'If you love me, you
will keep my commandments.’

Obedience, dear friends, is not a mere duty; it is a response of love. When we love Christ, we
long to honor Him with our lives, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commands. It is an
overflow of our affection for Him.

Let us never forget that our obedience is not about earning His love, for we are already
recipients of His boundless grace. Rather, it is our grateful response to the immeasurable love
poured out upon us.

Today, let us reflect on the ways we can grow in obedience to our Savior. Let us meditate on His
Word, seeking His guidance and strength to walk in His steps. And may our love for Him be
evident in our daily choices, actions, and attitudes.

In the midst of life's challenges, may we find joy in obeying our Lord, knowing that in our
obedience, we draw closer to the One who loves us beyond measure. May our lives be living
testimonies of our love for Jesus Christ through our unwavering commitment to obey His
commands.”

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we come before you with humble hearts, deeply aware of your unmatched love
and grace in our lives. As we explore the significance of obedience, we earnestly seek your
wisdom and guidance.

Lord, we understand that obedience is not a way to earn your affection but a heartfelt response
to the love you have lavished upon us. Set our hearts on fire with a burning love for you, a love
that fuels our determination to walk in your ways and heed your commands.

May our obedience be a pleasing to you, a testament to your glory, and a tangible expression of
our devotion to you. Strengthen us to live lives of obedience, not as a burden but as a joyful
privilege, honoring the One who gave His all for us.

In this journey of obedience, may our lives echo the worthiness of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We
offer this prayer in His precious name. Amen.
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Listening Prayer Questions

1. Father, help me discern if there are any patterns of disobedience or resistance to your will

that | need to address.
2. God, is there a specific area where you want me to take a step of obedience, even if it seems
challenging or uncomfortable?

Journal:

Werite about your journey of obedience so far. What areas of your life have you found it easy to
obey God's commands? Where have you struggled? Reflect on the reasons behind these
experiences.
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Day 16: Obedience || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Biblical obedience means willingly, and faithfully following God's commands and teachings
found in Scripture. It involves aligning one’s actions and desires with God's will, driven by faith,
love, and submission to His authority. Obedience leads to blessings and holiness, while
disobedience brings consequences. It is a fundamental aspect of the Christian faith, reflecting
trust in God and a desire to live according to His moral and ethical standards

Quotes:

1. "The strength of a man's virtue should not be measured by his special exertions, but by his
habitual acts.” - Blaise Pascal

2. "In all our duties, and all our transactions, whether we determine upon them after long
consideration or with precipitancy, let us obey the voice of conscience.” - John Quincy
Adams

3. "Obedience is the primary way we express our love for God.” - David Jeremiah
"The more you obey, the more you understand.” - C.S. Lewis

"The best way to show that a stick is crooked is not to argue about it or to spend time
denouncing it, but to lay a straight stick alongside it."” - D.L. Moody

6. "The Christian life is not adding Jesus to one's own way of life but renouncing that personal
way of life for His and being willing to pay whatever cost that may require.” - John
MacArthur

7. "The true way to be humble is not to stoop until you are smaller than yourself, but to stand
at your real height against some higher nature that will show you what the real smallness of
your greatness is.” - Phillips Brooks

8. "When we become children of God, we are adopted into His family. We are His children, and
He delights in our obedience.” - Charles Stanley

9. "Obedience is the key to every door."” - George MacDonald

10. "There is no other way to success in the Christian life than obedience.” - Charles Spurgeon

Commentary:

Obedience, a fundamental theme in Christianity, is rooted in the biblical teachings found in
passages such as John 14:15, where Jesus says, "If you love me, keep my commands.” It entails
willingly and faithfully following God's commands and teachings as revealed in Scripture.

Biblical obedience is characterized by trust in God's wisdom, sovereignty, and love. It is not
driven by legalism or fear but by a heart transformed by faith and love for God (1 John 5:3).

Throughout the Bible, we find examples of individuals and communities who demonstrated
obedience, often accompanied by blessings and favor from God (Deuteronomy 28:1-2).
Conversely, disobedience led to consequences and discipline (Deuteronomy 28:15).

Obedience is a pathway to spiritual growth and holiness, aligning one's life with God's moral and
ethical standards (1 Peter 1:14-16). It is a heartfelt response to God’'s grace and salvation, a way of
showing gratitude and love for the One who first loved us (Ephesians 2:8-10).

Believers understand that God's commands are for their benefit and His glory. Therefore,
obedience is an ongoing journey in which they seek to honor God through their actions,
decisions, and attitudes, following the example set by Christ (Philippians 2:5-8).
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Day 17: Generosity

Welcome to this brief exploration of 2 Corinthians 9:7. In this verse, the apostle Paul provides a
powerful insight into the principles of giving and generosity in the Christian life. Join me as we
delve into the significance of cheerful and purposeful giving, understanding how it reflects our
hearts and our relationship with God.

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Devotional:

"Today, let's delve into the profound message of 2 Corinthians 9:7 in the New International
Version. The verse reads, 'Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.'

As we reflect on this verse, we encounter a profound truth about the Christian life. Giving is not
meant to be a burdensome duty, nor is it to be driven by external pressures. Instead, it is to be a
joyful and intentional act of worship.

When we give, we mirror the very character of our generous God. He gave us His Son, Jesus
Christ, as the ultimate gift of grace. In response, we are called to give from the depths of our
hearts, not reluctantly but with delight.

Consider your giving today. Are you doing it out of obligation, or are you giving with a heart
filled with gratitude for all God has done for you? Are you giving purposefully, according to what
you have decided in your heart?

Remember, God loves a cheerful giver. Your giving is an opportunity to worship Him and to
participate in His work of blessing others. May your generosity be a joyful reflection of God's
love in your life and an act of worship that brings glory to His name."”

Prayer:

"Heavenly Father, as we explore the beautiful principle of cheerful giving found in 2
Corinthians 9:7, we pray that You would transform our hearts. Help us, Lord, to give not out
of compulsion or reluctance but with genuine joy and purpose. May our giving be a
reflection of Your generosity and love toward us. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.”

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. God, reveal to me any reluctances or hesitations in my heart when it comes to giving. Help
me understand their roots.

2. Lord, am | giving out of obligation or compulsion in any area of my life? If so, help me find
joy and purpose in my giving.

Journal:

Reflect on your own giving habits. Are there areas where you give cheerfully, and others where
you struggle? Journal about the emotions and motivations behind your giving.
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Day 17: Generosity || Deeper Dive

The biblical definition of generosity is the willingness and eagerness to give freely and
abundantly to others, whether in material possessions, time, compassion, or kindness. It involves
a selfless attitude of sharing and providing for the needs of others without expecting something
in return. Biblical generosity is rooted in several key principles:

1. Heart Attitude: Generosity begins in the heart. It is not driven by compulsion but by a
genuine desire to bless others and reflect God's character. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, we're
reminded that God loves a cheerful giver.

2. Sacrifice: True generosity often involves a degree of personal sacrifice. It goes beyond giving
out of surplus but extends to giving from one’s own resources, even when it requires
personal cost.

3. Compassion: Generosity is fueled by compassion and empathy for those in need. It seeks to
alleviate suffering, provide for the less fortunate, and offer support and care to others.

4. God's Provision: Biblical generosity acknowledges that all blessings and resources ultimately
come from God. Believers understand that they are stewards of God's gifts and are called to
share them with others.

5. Faith in God's Provision: Generosity is an expression of faith in God's provision. It believes
that as we give generously, God will continue to provide for our needs, as stated in Luke
6:38.

6. Joy in Giving: Biblical generosity brings joy to the giver. It is not motivated by obligation but
by a sense of joy in being able to bless others and contribute to God's kingdom.

7. Fruit of the Spirit: Generosity is considered a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). It is
evidence of a transformed and Spirit-filled life.

Generosity is encouraged throughout the Bible as a way of living out one’s faith and reflecting
God's love to the world. It is often paired with concepts such as cheerful giving, hospitality, and
caring for the needy, all of which exemplify the generous nature of God's kingdom.

Commentary:

Generosity, deeply rooted in Scripture, is the act of giving freely and abundantly to others,
reflecting God's character and His call for believers. It finds its foundation in passages like 2
Corinthians 9:7, which states, "Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

Biblical generosity encompasses both material giving and acts of compassion, kindness, and
hospitality. It goes beyond mere obligation, emanating from a heart transformed by God's love
and grace.

Generosity often requires personal sacrifice and a willingness to share, even at one's own cost. It
is an acknowledgment that all blessings and resources ultimately come from God (James 1:17).

As believers, we are called to be faithful stewards of what God has entrusted to us, recognizing
that our generosity is a tangible expression of our faith in God's provision and a demonstration
of His love to the world.

True generosity brings joy to the giver, as exemplified in Luke 6:38, which encourages us to give,
knowing that God will bless us in return. It is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23),
evidence of a transformed and Spirit-filled life.

In sum, biblical generosity is a multifaceted expression of love, compassion, and faith, extending
God's love and grace to others and reflecting His generous nature to the world.
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Day 18: Endurance

Welcome to a contemplation on the theme of endurance—a vital aspect of our Christian journey.
As we explore Hebrews 12:1 together, we will unravel the profound message it holds for us as
believers. The image of a race, with its challenges and obstacles, beautifully illustrates the
endurance required in our walk of faith. Let’s dive deeper into what it means to throw off
hindrances, overcome sin, and run with perseverance in this race of faith set before us.

Hebrews 12:1 (NIV)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us

Devotional:

In the race of faith, endurance is not an option; it's a necessity. The author of Hebrews paints a
vivid picture of this race, reminding us of the cloud of witnesses who have gone before us,
testifying to the faithfulness of God.

But to run this race effectively, we must heed the counsel of Hebrews 12:1. We are called to
throw off the hindrances that weigh us down. These hindrances can take various forms—doubts,
fears, sins, and distractions. They slow our progress and hinder our intimacy with God. Just as a
runner sheds excess weight to improve their speed, we must let go of everything that obstructs
our spiritual journey. It may be the burden of unresolved conflicts, the weight of material
possessions, or the entanglement of sinful habits. Recognize these hindrances, confess them to
God, and release them.

Moreover, we are called to run with perseverance. The Christian life is not a sprint but a
marathon. It's not about immediate success but enduring faithfulness. When the race gets tough,
when trials and temptations come, remember that God has marked out your course. He has
equipped you with the strength to endure. Endurance is about pressing forward even when the
path is steep and rocky. It's about maintaining your pace when the finish line seems distant. And
it's about keeping your eyes fixed on Jesus, the ultimate example of endurance.

As you face the race of faith today, remember the cloud of witnesses who have gone before you.
They endured trials, overcame obstacles, and remained faithful. Take inspiration from their
stories, throw off your hindrances, and run with perseverance, knowing that God’'s grace is
sufficient to sustain you every step of the way.

Prayer:

Lord, grant us the strength and endurance to run the race of faith with perseverance. Help us
cast off the hindrances and sins that entangle us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author, and
perfecter of our faith. May we run this race with joy, knowing that You have marked out the
course before us. In Jesus’' name, we pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, what hindrances, or sins in my life do | need to cast off to run this race of faith with
greater endurance?

2. Lord, | need Your wisdom to discern Your pace for my race. How can | find the balance
between pressing forward and resting in Your presence?

Journal:

Reflect on the phrase "fixing our eyes on Jesus” from Hebrews 12:2. Write about what it means
to you and how it can guide your daily life.
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Day 18: Endurance || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Endurance, as defined in the Bible, is the steadfast and patient perseverance through trials,
challenges, and difficulties while remaining faithful to God and His purposes. It involves
maintaining one's faith, hope, and trust in God, even in the face of adversity, and continuing
to follow Him with unwavering determination. Endurance is a key virtue in the Christian
faith, reflecting a deep reliance on God's strength and an unwavering commitment to finish
the race of faith well.

Commentary

Endurance, a central theme in the Bible, is a quality that stands at the intersection of faith,
perseverance, and hope. It is the resilient determination to persist in our Christian journey
despite the challenges, trials, and obstacles that come our way.

Biblical endurance is not a passive resignation to suffering but an active, faith-filled response. It
involves looking to Jesus, our ultimate example, who endured the cross for the joy set before
Him (Hebrews 12:2). His endurance was rooted in a deep trust in God's purposes and a steadfast
commitment to fulfill His mission.

Throughout Scripture, we encounter stories of individuals who exemplified endurance—Noah
building the ark amidst ridicule, Abraham waiting for the promised son, Moses leading the
Israelites through the wilderness, and countless others. Their endurance was not fueled by their
own strength but by faith in the God who sustains and guides.

In our own lives, endurance is tested when we face trials, suffering, and opposition. It calls us to
persevere in prayer, to cling to hope, and to trust that God is working all things together for our
good (Romans 8:28).

Endurance is not a solitary endeavor. We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses—those who
have gone before us, displaying unwavering faith and trust in God. Their stories inspire and
encourage us to keep running the race, knowing that God's faithfulness endures forever.

Ultimately, endurance is a reflection of our faith in God's promises, our hope in His future glory,
and our commitment to follow Him wherever He leads. It is a testimony to the transforming
power of God's grace in our lives, enabling us to finish the race and receive the imperishable
crown of eternal life (1 Corinthians 9:25).

Endurance is a vital quality for Christians to develop and apply in various aspects of life. Here are
some practical applications of endurance in the Christian context:

1. Spiritual Growth: Endurance is essential for spiritual growth. Christians should endure in daily
prayer, Bible study, and meditation to deepen their relationship with God.

2. Perseverance in Prayer: When facing challenges or waiting for answers to prayer, Christians
should persevere in prayer, trusting in God's timing and wisdom.

3. Facing Trials: Endurance helps believers withstand trials, such as iliness, loss, or adversity,
with faith and hope, knowing that God is with them.

4, Resisting Temptation: Christians should endure temptation by relying on God'’s strength and
resisting sinful desires.

5. Evangelism and Discipleship: Sharing the gospel and discipling others can be challenging,
but endurance is needed to overcome obstacles and persevere in these efforts.
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Serving Others: Endurance is required when serving others in ministry or acts of compassion,
even when it becomes challenging or tiring.

Building Relationships: In relationships, endurance helps believers maintain patience,
forgiveness, and love in the face of disagreements or conflicts.

Waiting on God: Waiting for God's guidance or direction may require endurance as believers
trust His plan and timing.

Enduring Persecution: In regions where Christians face persecution, endurance is crucial to
stand firm in faith.

Remaining Faithful: Endurance helps believers remain faithful to their Christian convictions
and values, even in a culture that may oppose them.

Running the Race of Faith: Just as athletes endure physical training, Christians should endure
in their faith race, keeping their eyes on the prize of eternal life with Christ.

Supporting Others: Encouraging and supporting fellow believers who are going through
trials or difficulties requires endurance in providing comfort and care.

These applications of endurance are not only individual but also communal. Christians can
encourage one another to endure in their faith journeys, knowing that endurance leads to
spiritual maturity and a closer walk with God.
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Day 19: Renewal

Today, let's embark on a journey of renewal—a renewal of spirit that draws inspiration from
Psalm 51:10. As we delve into this Scripture, we will explore the transformative power of seeking
God's renewal in our lives. It invites us to approach God with a humble heart, acknowledging our
need for His cleansing and the rejuvenation of our spirits. Join me in exploring the depths of
renewal, restoration, and a steadfast spirit, all found in the gracious presence of our Creator.

Psalm 51:10 (NIV)

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Devotional:

In the busyness of life, it's easy to find ourselves worn out, spiritually dry, and in need of renewal.
The words of Psalm 51:10 resonate deeply in our hearts: "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
renew a steadfast spirit within me."”

David, the psalmist, knew the significance of a renewed spirit. He understood the value of a heart
that is made pure by God's grace and mercy. Like David, we too can find ourselves burdened by
our shortcomings, sins, and the weariness of the world.

But the beauty lies in the fact that renewal is possible. Our God is a God of second chances of
transformation, and of renewal. He specializes in taking our brokenness and making it whole
again. He longs to create in us a pure heart and to renew a steadfast spirit within us.

To experience this renewal, we must come before God with humility, acknowledging our need
for His cleansing. We must surrender our brokenness, our sins, and our weariness to Him. It's in
this surrender that He can work, transforming us from the inside out.

A heart renewed is a heart that is made pure, steadfast, and resolute in its devotion to God. It is
a heart that beats with a passion for His glory, a heart that seeks His will above all else. It is a
heart that finds strength in Him, even in the midst of life's challenges.

Today, let's come before God, just as we are, and ask Him to create in us a pure heart and renew
a steadfast spirit within us. Let's surrender our brokenness and trust in His transformative power.
As we do, we'll find that our hearts are renewed, our spirits are strengthened, and we are drawn
closer to the One who makes all things new.

Prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, in humility we acknowledge our need for renewal. Create in us pure
hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within us. Cleanse us from our sins, our weariness, and
our brokenness. We surrender it all to You. We long for hearts that beat with a passion for Your
glory, spirits that stand steadfast in devotion to Your will. Strengthen us, Lord, and draw us
closer to You in this season of renewal.

May Your transformative power work in us, making us new in Your presence. We trust in Your
grace and mercy, knowing that You are the One who renews, restores, and rejuvenates.
In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen."”

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Is there any sin, condemnation, or shame that | need to confess and surrender to You for
renewal?

2. In what ways can | cultivate a pure heart and a steadfast spirit in my relationship with you?

Journal: Write out Psalm 51:10 in your journal and reflect on each phrase. What does it mean to
you to have a "pure heart” and a "steadfast spirit"? How do you long for God to create these in
you?

21 Days of Prayer & Fasting 57



Day 19: Renewal || Deeper Dive

Definition:

Renewal, as understood in the Bible, refers to the process of spiritual transformation and
restoration that occurs when individuals turn to God for cleansing, revival, and a fresh start. It
involves experiencing a deep and lasting change in one's heart, mind, and behavior through the
power of God's grace and the work of the Holy Spirit.

Key aspects of biblical renewal include:

1. Cleansing and Forgiveness: Renewal often begins with confession and repentance, where
individuals acknowledge their sins and shortcomings before God, seeking His forgiveness
and purification.

2. Spiritual Transformation: Renewal goes beyond outward change and aims for a profound
inner transformation. It involves a change in perspective, attitudes, and desires, aligning them
with God's will.

3. Steadfastness and Strength: Renewal results in a steadfast spirit that is unwavering in its
commitment to God and His purposes. It provides strength to endure challenges and remain
faithful.

4. A Fresh Start: Renewal offers a clean slate and a new beginning. It allows individuals to leave
behind past mistakes and failures, embracing a future marked by God’'s grace and guidance.

5. Empowerment by the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in renewal, empowering
believers to live in accordance with God’'s Word and transforming them into Christlikeness.

In summary, biblical renewal is a process of spiritual transformation and restoration initiated by
God's grace, characterized by confession, forgiveness, inner change, and a steadfast
commitment to walking in God's ways. It is a central theme in the Christian faith, reflecting God's
desire to renew and restore His people to a closer relationship with Him.

Quotes:

1. "We can be tired, weary, and emotionally distraught, but after spending time alone with God,
we find that He injects into our bodies energy, power, and strength.” — Charles Stanley

"Renewal requires opening yourself up to new ways of thinking and feeling.” — Deborah Day
"The church is not a museum for saints, but a hospital for sinners.” — Morton Kelsey

"Your inner strength is your outer foundation.” — Allan Rufus

QRSN

"The first step toward spiritual renewal is to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord." — Timothy
Keller

6. "Renewal requires change. It always involves risk. And it always takes us to a new place of
faith.” — Charles Swindoll

"God's love and grace are greater than any of your failures.” — Rick Warren

8. "Revival begins in the individual's heart. Let it begin with you on your face alone before God.
Turn from every sin that might hinder. Renew yourself to a new devotion to the Savior." —
Charles G. Finney

9. "A renewal of the mind means thinking like Jesus thinks, feeling like Jesus feels, and living
like Jesus lived.” — John Ortberg
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10. "Every genuine revival, every spiritual awakening, begins with a renewal of the individual
heart.” — Charles Spurgeon

1. "You must grow spiritually by renewing your mind with God's Word, applying His principles
to your daily life." — Charles Stanley

12. "Renewal is not the same as revival. Revival is what God does. Renewal is what we do.” —
John Wimber

13. "Renewal is the principle—and the process— that empowers us to move on an upward spiral
of growth and change, of continuous improvement.” — Stephen Covey

14. "Renewal requires a shift in perspective. To renew your mind is to see yourself differently.” —
Deborah Day

15. "Renewal is rooted in faith, lived out in the transforming power of God's grace, and marked
by the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers.” — Unknown

Commentary:

Renewal of spirit is a theme deeply woven into the fabric of Scripture, reflecting the profound
work of God's grace and transformation in the lives of individuals and communities. As we
explore this theme, we find wisdom and guidance from God’'s Word, particularly in passages like
Psalm 571:10.

This verse, penned by King David in a moment of deep repentance and longing for God's
renewal, beautifully encapsulates the essence of this theme. It highlights several key aspects of
renewal:

1. Divine Initiative: Renewal begins with God's creative work within us. It's not a self-generated
transformation but a divine act where God shapes our hearts anew.

2. Purity of Heart: Renewal involves the creation of a pure heart—a heart cleansed from sin,
selfishness, and impurity, and consecrated for God's purposes.

3. Steadfastness: The renewed spirit is marked by steadfastness and unwavering devotion to
God. It is a spirit empowered to endure trials and tribulations with faith and trust.

4. A Prayer of Longing: David's prayer in Psalm 51:10 serves as a model for our own cries for
renewal. It reflects a heart that acknowledges its need for God's transformative touch.

5. The Power of Confession and Repentance: David's psalm is a powerful reminder that renewal
often begins with confession and repentance. When we come humbly before God, He
responds with cleansing and renewal.

While Psalm 51:10 provides a poignant expression of renewal, the entire Bible is replete with
stories of individuals like David, who experienced God's transformative renewal. Whether it's the
prodigal son’'s return in Luke 15, the transformation of the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus
in Acts 9, or the renewal of the Israelites’ covenant in Nehemiah 8, these stories illustrate the
ongoing work of God's grace in the lives of His people.

As we meditate on these passages and stories, we are invited to seek and embrace the renewal
of our own spirits, trusting in God’s power to create in us pure hearts and steadfast spirits.
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Day 20: Thanksgiving

Psalm 100:4 is a timeless and joyous reminder that thanksgiving is an essential expression of our
worship and relationship with God. In this verse, we find an invitation to approach the presence
of the Almighty with hearts full of gratitude, recognizing that thanksgiving is the key that
unlocks the gates of God's grace and mercy. Join me as we delve into the profound significance
of thanksgiving in our worship and in our daily lives, exploring how it fosters a deeper
connection with our Creator and fuels a spirit of praise.

Psalm 100:4 (NIV)
Enter his gates with thanksgiving his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.

Devotional:

As we stand before the gates of God's presence, let's pause for a moment to reflect on this
profound truth found in Psalm 100:4. It reminds us that thanksgiving is not merely a casual
gesture; it is the key that unlocks the very gates of the Almighty.

Imagine a grand palace with imposing gates, guarding the way into the king's presence. Yet, in
God's kingdom, these gates are not sealed by intimidation, fear, or ceremony. Instead, they
swing open wide in response to the humble offering of gratitude. Thanksgiving is our declaration
of God's goodness, our confession of His lordship, and our recognition of His unchanging
character. It is an act of worship that elevates our hearts and ushers us into the holy courts of
our Creator.

But there's more to thanksgiving than just a ritual. It transforms our perspective. In a world filled
with noise and chaos, gratitude allows us to see beyond our circumstances. It reminds us of the
countless blessings we've received, both seen and unseen, and draws our focus to the Giver of
all good gifts.

So, let's make thanksgiving a lifestyle. Let's not reserve it for special occasions but allow it to
permeate our daily existence. When we do, we discover that thanksgiving becomes a gateway—
a gateway into deeper intimacy with Jesus, a gateway into praise and worship that transcends
mere words.

As we approach the gates of God's presence today, may our hearts be filled with thanksgiving.
May our lips resound with praise, and may our lives reflect the gratitude that opens wide the
gates of the King. Through thanksgiving, we draw nearer to the One who knows us intimately
and invites us to commune with Him.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the incredible privilege of approaching Your presence with
thanksgiving. Help us cultivate a heart of gratitude that unlocks the gates to Your courts. May
our lives be marked by constant thanksgiving, drawing us ever closer to You. In Jesus' name, we
pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer

1. Lord, what are you prompting me to be thankful for today?
2. Lord, is there anyone in my life | need to thank or express appreciation to today?
3. How can | incorporate a daily practice of thanksgiving into my life to draw closer to You?

Journal: Record acts of kindness you witness or receive from others. Reflect on the impact of
these gestures and express your gratitude.
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Day 20: Thanksgiving || Deeper Dive

Definition:

In the Bible, thanksgiving is both an act of worship and an expression of gratitude toward God. It
involves acknowledging God's goodness, faithfulness, and provision with a heart of gratitude.
Here is a biblical definition of thanksgiving:

Thanksgiving is a spiritual practice of offering thanks and praise to God for His blessings, mercy,
and grace, recognizing that all good gifts come from Him. It involves a heart filled with gratitude,
a mouth that speaks praises, and a life that reflects a deep appreciation for God's loving-
kindness.

Key elements of biblical thanksgiving include:

1. Acknowledging God as the Source: Thanksgiving recognizes that God is the ultimate source
of all blessings, both material and spiritual. It acknowledges His sovereignty and provision in
every aspect of life.

2. Gratitude in All Circumstances: Biblical thanksgiving goes beyond thanking God only in times
of abundance or joy. It includes offering thanks even in times of hardship and trials, trusting
in God's wisdom and sovereignty.

3. Worship and Praise: Thanksgiving often involves verbal expressions of praise and worship,
whether through songs, prayers, or declarations of gratitude.

4, Remembering God's Faithfulness: It includes recalling and recounting God's past faithfulness,
both in one's personal life and in the history of God's people.

5. Generosity and Acts of Kindness: Thanksgiving prompts a desire to bless and show kindness
to others, reflecting God's gracious character.

6. Joyful Heart: Thanksgiving is accompanied by joy and a cheerful spirit, as it is an overflow of
a heart that is deeply moved by God's goodness.

7. Maintaining an Attitude of Gratitude: Biblical thanksgiving is not limited to specific occasions
but becomes a lifestyle characterized by a continual attitude of gratitude.

One of the key verses that encapsulates the concept of thanksgiving in the Bible is 1
Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV), which says, "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for
you in Christ Jesus.” This verse underscores the importance of thanksgiving as an integral part of
the Christian life, irrespective of circumstances.

Quotes:

1. "Thanksgiving is the language of heaven, and we had better start to learn it if we are not to
be mere dumb aliens there." — A.J. Gossip

2. "The unthankful heart... discovers no mercies; but let the thankful heart sweep through the
day and, as the magnet finds the iron, so it will find, in every hour, some heavenly blessings!”
— Henry Ward Beecher

3. "Gratitude is an offering precious in the sight of God, and it is one that the poorest of us can
make and be not poorer but richer for having made it." — A.W. Tozer

4. "If you are really thankful, what do you do? You share.” — W. Clement Stone

"Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for
tomorrow.” — Melody Beattie
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6. "Thanksgiving is a time when the world gets to see just how blessed and how workable the
Christian system is. The emphasis is not on giving or buying, but on being thankful and
expressing that appreciation to God and to one another.” — John Clayton

"Gratitude turns what we have into enough.” — Anonymous
"Thankfulness is the quickest path to joy.” — Ann Voskamp

"In ordinary life, we hardly realize that we receive a great deal more than we give, and that it
is only with gratitude that life becomes rich.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer

10. "Gratitude is the sign of noble souls.” — Aesop

Commentary:

Thanksgiving, as portrayed in the Bible, is a profound act of worship and a transformative
practice that reshapes our perspective on life. It's more than just offering thanks for our
blessings; it's about acknowledging the ultimate Source of all good things—our gracious and
loving God.

Scripture underscores the significance of thanksgiving in various passages:

1. Psalm 100:4 (NIV): "Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give
thanks to him and praise his name.” Thanksgiving is our entry point into God's presence.
It prepares our hearts to worship Him with reverence and joy.

2. 1Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV): "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you
in Christ Jesus.” Here, we learn that thanksgiving is not contingent upon our
circumstances but is a continuous practice, aligning us with God's will.

3. Colossians 3:17 (NIV): "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."” Thanksgiving
should permeate every aspect of our lives, from our words to our actions, as we do
everything for the glory of God.

4, Psalm 136:26 (NIV): "Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever.” This
verse reminds us that our gratitude is rooted in the enduring love of God, which remains
constant through all circumstances.

5. Philippians 4:6 (NIV): "Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Thanksgiving is
intertwined with our prayers and petitions, revealing our trust in God's wisdom and
provision.

Thanksgiving not only honors God but also transforms us. It shifts our focus from self-
centeredness to God-centeredness, fostering humility, contentment, and joy. It invites us to
reflect on God's faithfulness in our lives and inspires acts of generosity and kindness toward
others.

In a world often marked by anxiety and discontent, a lifestyle of thanksgiving stands as a
powerful testimony to the goodness and faithfulness of our Heavenly Father. It is a practice that
aligns our hearts with God's purposes and renews our minds to see His hand at work in every
circumstance.
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Day 21: Community Focus - Outreach

Isaiah 6:8 captures a moment of divine calling and surrender. Let’s approach this passage with a
sense of awe and reverence. In Isaiah 6:8, we find a sacred encounter that resonates deeply with
the core of our faith journey. It's a moment when the prophet Isaiah stands in the presence of
the Almighty, and God poses a question that reverberates through the ages: 'Whom shall | send?
And who will go for us?' Isaiah's response is a model of humility and obedience, one that
challenges us to consider our own response to God's call. Join me as we explore the beauty and
significance of this divine encounter and how it relates to our own calling to serve God
wholeheartedly.”

Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send?
And who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am I. Send me!”

Devotional:

In Isaiah 6:8, we witness a profound moment of divine calling and response. The prophet Isaiah,
standing in the presence of the holy God, hears a question that reverberates through the
chambers of heaven: "Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?"

These words are not confined to the pages of Scripture. They are an invitation that echoes
through time and space, reaching into the depths of our souls. God, in His sovereignty and grace,
extends the same question to each of us: "Whom shall | send? And who will go for us?”

Isaiah’s response is a humbling example for us all. He doesn’'t hesitate; he doesn't question the
mission or the cost. His heart overflows with surrender, and he simply says, "Here am |. Send
me!”

This response embodies the essence of genuine discipleship. It's an acknowledgment that our
lives are not our own; they belong to the One who created us and redeemed us. It's an embrace
of God's purposes and a readiness to be used by Him, no matter the circumstances.

As we reflect on Isaiah's profound words, let's consider our own response to God's call. Are we
willing to say, "Here am |. Send me!"? Are we open to whatever mission God places before us,
trusting in His guidance and provision?

God is still calling, and He desires willing hearts. May we, like Isaiah, respond with a resounding
"yes" to His call, knowing that as we step out in obedience, His presence and power will be with
us every step of the way.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we stand in awe of Your calling and Your grace. Like Isaiah, we say, "Here am |.
Send me!"” Use us for Your purposes, Lord, and empower us with Your Spirit to fulfill the mission
You have for us. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Listening Prayer Questions:

1. Lord, am | truly open to Your calling in my life? Is there any reluctance or fear within me that
hinders my surrender?

2. How can | cultivate a heart that is continually attentive to Your voice and sensitive to Your
leading?

Journal:

Write about your understanding of God's calling in your life. What do you believe He is calling
you to do or be? How have you sensed His leading?
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Day 21: Community Focus - Outreach

Deeper Dive

Definition:

The phrase "send me" or the concept of outreach carries significant biblical meaning related to a
willingness to be used by God for His purposes. It reflects a heart that is ready and eager to
respond to God's call and to be an instrument of His love, grace, and truth to others.

Here are some key biblical principles related to the concept of outreach or saying "send me":

Isaiah’'s Response (Isaiah 6:8): The phrase "send me" is most famously associated with the
prophet Isaiah's response when he encountered the holiness of God. In this passage, Isaiah’s
willingness to be sent by God signifies his readiness to fulfill God's mission and speak God's
words to the people of Israel.

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20): Jesus' command to His disciples to "go and
make disciples of all nations” is a foundational call to outreach. It emphasizes the importance
of spreading the gospel, baptizing new believers, and teaching them to obey Jesus'
commands.

Acts of Compassion (Matthew 25:35-36): Jesus teaches that outreach includes acts of
compassion and service to those in need. He said that when we feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, and care for the sick, we are doing it unto Him.

The Sending of the Disciples (Luke 10:2): In sending out His disciples, Jesus encourages
them to pray for more laborers for the harvest. This verse underscores the need for willing
workers in God's mission.

The Apostle Paul's Ministry: Paul's missionary journeys and his letters in the New Testament
reflect his willingness to be sent to share the gospel with diverse communities. His life
exemplifies the idea of being sent as a messenger of Christ.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). This parable teaches that outreach
involves showing mercy and love to those in need, regardless of their background or
circumstances.

The Role of the Church (Acts 1:8): The early church was called to be witnesses in Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. This mandate underscores the global scope of
outreach.

In summary, the biblical concept of outreach, often encapsulated in the phrase "send me,”
encompasses a willingness to be God's instrument for sharing the gospel, serving others in love,
and advancing His kingdom. It involves responding to God's call with a heart of humility,
obedience, and compassion, just as Isaiah did when he said, "Here am |. Send me!"” (Isaiah 6:8).

Quotes:

1.

"The Christian who is not actively involved in the Great Commission is a Christian who is
living in disobedience.” — David Jeremiah

"Every Christian is either a missionary or an imposter.” — Charles Spurgeon
"The gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.” — Carl F. H. Henry

"When you have a heart to serve, you'll find a way to serve.” — Chuck Swindoll
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5. "The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.” —
Hudson Taylor

6. "You have not lived today until you have done something for someone who can never repay
you.” — John Bunyan

"To know the will of God, we need an open Bible and an open map.”" — William Carey

8. "We are the Bibles the world is reading; we are the creeds the world is needing; we are the
sermons the world is heeding.” — Billy Graham

9. "God doesn't call the qualified; He qualifies the called.” — Unknown

10. "If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to touch the present, touch a flower.
If you want to touch the future, touch a life.” — Unknown

1. "The mission of the Church is missions.” — Oswald J. Smith

12. "The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in service to others.” — Mother Teresa

13. "It is not how much we do, but how much love we put into the doing. It is not how much we
give, but how much love we put into the giving." — Mother Teresa

Commentary:

The concept of outreach and the willingness to say, "Here am |. Send me!” is a fundamental
aspect of the Christian faith and mission. It encompasses the idea of being responsive to God's
call to share the gospel, serve others, and make a positive impact on the world. Here's a brief
commentary on this topic:

Isaiah's Response (Isaiah 6:8): In Isaiah 6:8, we witness the prophet Isaiah’'s immediate and
wholehearted response to God's call. He offers himself as a willing instrument in God's hands,
saying, "Here am |. Send me!"” This response reflects humility, obedience, and a deep desire to be
used by God for His purposes.

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20): Jesus' command to His disciples in the Great
Commission emphasizes the global nature of outreach. Believers are called not only to share the
gospel but also to make disciples of all nations. This commission underscores the importance of
going beyond our comfort zones to reach people with the message of salvation.

Compassion and Service (Matthew 25:35-36): Outreach extends beyond evangelism. It involves
acts of compassion and service to those in need. Jesus teaches that when we care for the
hungry, thirsty, sick, and imprisoned, we are serving Him. This demonstrates that outreach
encompasses meeting both spiritual and practical needs.

The Role of Every Believer: Outreach is not limited to pastors or missionaries; it is the
responsibility of every believer. Each person has unique gifts, talents, and opportunities to
contribute to God's mission in their daily lives, workplaces, communities, and beyond.

A Heart of Love: At its core, outreach is driven by love. It reflects God's love for humanity and
our response to that love. It is about caring for the lost, the hurting, and the marginalized, just as
Christ did during His earthly ministry.

Empowerment by the Holy Spirit: Effective outreach is not merely a human effort but is
empowered by the Holy Spirit. Believers rely on the Spirit's guidance, wisdom, and
empowerment to carry out God's mission effectively.

In summary, outreach is a central aspect of the Christian walk, characterized by a readiness to
respond to God's call with a heart of humility, love, and obedience. It involves sharing the gospel,
serving others, and being actively engaged in God's mission to bring salvation and
transformation to a broken world. Saying, "Here am I. Send me!" reflects a deep commitment to
being Christ's ambassadors and making a difference in the lives of those we encounter.
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