Matthew 10 – Apprentice to Apostle
Illus – 1997, WoodsEdge/Jeff Wells – on staff as WP, life on life for almost 4 years – taught me how to be a pastor, what to value as follower of Jesus – had no idea that I would eventually be sent out to plant Restoration in 2014 – For a season I was apprentice, but at some point, I became apostle, or one who was sent out – I was being prepared and didn’t even know it

Imagine being an electrician’s apprentice – the goal is to become a master electrician – it makes no sense to train and be taught if you will never eventually be sent out to do it on your own

Passage today shows the progression of Jesus goal for his disciples – a move from apprentice to apostle – Matthew10:1-42

V1-4 – For context sake, look back at end of chapter 9 – last week, Lo walked through 9:35-38 – Matthew 9:35, “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching and proclaiming the good news of Kingdom, and healing disease and sickness…” – Identical to Matthew 4:23, which is immediately after he called his first disciples – chapters 5-7, SOM, Jesus explained what life in the Kingdom looks like, then in chapters 8-9, a series of miraculous healings – so Jesus had called these men to follow him, explained what life in the Kingdom looked like, and demonstrated the power of the Kingdom, and now he will empower them to do the things they have seen him doing

Notice the 12 have 2 titles: disciple and apostle – these two words have different meanings– a disciple is a follower, one who is taught – JMC, in his book, Practicing the Way, uses the term apprentice to describe a disciple – an apprentice is one who sits under someone in order to learn a skill or trade – but, here is the most important part of being an apprentice: You are learning a trade with the purpose of becoming like your teacher, and doing the things you have been taught – so, there is intention with both the teacher and the student – Jesus specifically chose his disciples and trained them by both word and demonstration, and the disciples watched and learned – but the intention of Jesus was for them to GO and DO – that is where the next title comes into play: apostle – this term means messenger, ambassador, one who is sent out – so, the intention of Jesus was to teach and train for the PURPOSE of going – here is why this is important for you and me – For many in the Western church, the idea of being a “Christian” is very self-focused – “Jesus, come make MY life better, come make MY plan better, secure a spot for ME in Heaven” – this is spiritual narcissism – the intention of Jesus for EVERY follower is that you become HIS apprentice, you become like HIM so you can DO the things HE did – It’s not about Jesus getting you into Heaven, but about him getting Heaven into you, because as you become a carrier of Kingdom DNA, you become an
AMBASSADOR or REPRESENTATIVE of Jesus in the world – You are not a good disciple or apprentice if the skill you are taught never materializes in accomplishing anything

Here is another thought: You MUST be TAUGHT before you can be SENT – one reason people have lost faith in Jesus and the church is because many of the people that claim to have a relationship with Jesus, that say they are messengers or ambassadors of Jesus, actually look NOTHING like Jesus – Mahatma Ghandi once said, “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.” This is why the Secret Place is so important – it is the apprentice shop for EVERY believer, where you are WITH Jesus and BECOMING like him – Being TAUGHT is a prerequisite for being SENT

Also notice that Jesus EMPOWERD them while they were called DISCIPLES – “he gave the authority to drive out impure spirits and heal every disease and sickness” – he is empowering them with Kingdom DNA BEFORE sending them into the world – now he will give them specific instructions

V5-6 – “don’t go to the Gentiles, but to the LOST SHEEP of Israel – 9:36, “…harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” – Jeremiah 50:6 – “my people have been LOST SHEEP. Their Shepherds have led them astray.” Not only are they lost, they have been led astray by shepherds who have used their influence to lead them down a wrong path - After the resurrection, Jesus will commission them to go into ALL the world, but first, he is calling them to go into their own context and be an agent of change right where they live – This gives us a great model for where we are to GO – While a part of the great commission is to go into ALL THE WORLD, it starts AT HOME – God has uniquely placed you right where you are, because there are LOST SHEEP right in front of you – Acts 17, Paul says that God has placed you exactly where you are for a certain time and purpose - you don’t have to go to a foreign country to find lost sheep – they are in your neighborhood, schools, grocery stores, gyms, places of business

V7 – What is the message? “The KOH is near” – this was the message of JTB and Jesus, and now being passed onto the ones who were being sent out – Jesus keeps it simple
V8 – “heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons” – basically, do all the things you have seen me doing – since the SOM, Jesus cleansed a leper, raised a dead child, healed diseases, drove out demons – 

So, what you see here is Jesus’ model for ministry – PROCLOMATION and DEMONSTRATION – Tell others of the new Kingdom that is at hand, and show them the power that comes with this new Kingdom – Again, disconnect in the western church – plenty of proclamation, but not a lot of demonstration – Paul puts it well in 2 Timothy 3:5 – “Form of godliness but denying its power – If you have Kingdom vernacular, but not Kingdom POWER, you are not living the life you were created for

V8b-10 - “Freely you have received. Freely give.” This is not a for-profit venture – go simply with the shirt on your back – Jesus has empowered them, and now is inviting them to DEPEND on him – “I’ve given you EVERYTHING you need” – 2 Peter 1:3 is one of my life verses – 

V11-15 – Jesus tells them to look for a person of peace, meaning someone who is warm to the message of the Kingdom – in fact, he says if they are not receptive, shake the dust off your feet and move on – SO IMPORTANT: you can’t ARGUE someone into the Kingdom – if someone in your life is not receptive to the Gospel, it is not between you and them, but between them and Jesus – RELEASE them to GOD and move on – it doesn’t mean they are a lost cause, but maybe not your responsibility at this time – “It will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah…” – for anyone who questions the existence of judgment or hell, straight from the mouth of Jesus – Rejection of the Kingdom will not end well

Illus – Outrage over the Olympics – Overtly oppositional – how did Jesus say to deal with it based on this passage – “Shake the dust of your feet and MOVE ON” – Again, judgment is up to
God, not you and me – he will take care of those who oppose him

The rest of the chapter, Jesus tells his disciples what to expect as they live out a kingdom agenda – and it’s not pretty – he is foretelling of persecution, being misunderstood, disowned – Matthew 5:11-12 in more detail – in short – EXPECT TO BE PERSECUTED because of me (2 Timothy 1:7)

V16-20 – “Sending you out as sheep among wolves” – The world is in natural opposition to Jesus – flogged in synagogues, arrested because of Jesus – “Wise as serpents, innocent as doves” – exercise wisdom, but don’t retaliate – keep your integrity in tact – and he says don’t worry that you won’t know what to say – I WILL GIVE YOU THE WORDS – Huge deal – so many people are afraid to talk about Jesus because they don’t know what to say – Leave the heavy lifting up to Jesus
V21-22, 34-37 – Jesus is the dividing line – He says that his way divides families – brother against brother, son against father - sounds great, right? But Jesus again doesn’t soft-sell what life in the Kingdom will look like – “You will be hated because of ME”- When he says he didn’t come to bring peace, but a sword, this sounds contradictory – But realistically, there are two systems of the world: the Kingdom of Jesus and the Kingdom of the culture – 


V28 – Do not be afraid of those who can kill the body but not the soul, referring to the enemy – But be afraid of the ONE (God) who can kill both body and soul - which Kingdom are you aligned with?

V32-33 - Jesus is clear: Either you are for me or against me

V38-39 – If you are unwilling to take up your cross (Luke 9:23), unworthy of Jesus – lose your life to find it – again, the gospel is about you joining God in his plan, not the other way around

Close:
1. You are Apprentice FIRST and Apostle SECOND. Taught before sent – called to Be and BECOME before DOING 
2. You are SENT to DO what Jesus did. “Wherever we go…” – 
2 Cor. 5:20
3. Expect the clashing of two kingdoms. Jesus was clear: you WILL be persecuted, misunderstood – BUT WORTH IT – Matthew 10:22, Revelation 2:10 – faithful to the end gets life as victor’s crown










