
MORNING WORSHIP 
 
March 17, 2024                                                                                      Half past Ten O’ Clock 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 
When the organ begins, please prepare for worship through silent prayer and meditation. 
Following the service, greet one another with joy and affection! 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 
TIME OF MEDITATION AND REFLECTION 
 
+WELCOME AND NOTICES 
 
PRELUDE                                               Meditation on Beautiful Savior                            arr. Cathy Mocklebust 

Selwyn Handbells 
 

CHORAL INTROIT                                                    “Haida”                                                       Israeli Folk Song  
Children’s Choir 

                                 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                       from Psalm 51

 Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
People:  According to Your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. 
Leader:  You desire truth in our deepest selves, so teach our hearts wisdom. 

  People:  Let us hear Your joy and gladness; let the bones that You have crushed rejoice. 
Leader:  Create in us clean hearts, O God; put new and right spirits within us. 
All: Sustain in us willing spirits and restore us to the joy of Your salvation. Let us worship God! 

 
+*HYMN 188                                                     “Jesus Loves Me!”                                            JESUS LOVES ME 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION  
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)                                                                                 Presbyterian Outlook 

Living Christ, with whom we journey to the cross, we confess that we are always looking for an easier way. 
We long for the fullness of life with You, but we are slow to abandon the comforts of the life we know.  
We seek the fruit of new life, but we are not willing to die to ourselves. You call us to life in community, 
but we stubbornly cling to “me and mine.” Yet You offer the grace of life abundant, even and especially 
when our best efforts fall short. Transform us, renew us, and free us from our attachment to what was,  
so that You might bring us into the glory of what will be. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

  
 *ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                             

 Leader:  Friends, hear the good news! We worship a God who forgives our iniquities and remembers our sins 
no more. Proclaim the good news with me:                                                                       

 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.                            
 

A MESSAGE FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES  
                                                                        “Little Grey Donkey”                                                Natalie Sleeth 

Children’s Choir 
            Immediately following the Baptism, younger children are invited to Children’s Chapel.        

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR JOHNNY VINSON KEMP                                   Hannah King, Assisting Elder 
+Invitation to Baptism 
The Meaning of Baptism 
Questions to the Candidate and to the Congregation 
*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                             The Apostles’ Creed 
Baptism Prayer 
Act of Baptism 



 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR BRADLEY VINSON KEMP AND ELYSE ABIGAYLE KEMP 
Questions to the Parents and to the Congregation 
Act of Baptism                                                                                                                            
Greeting the Newly Baptized 

Leader:  Johnny Vinson, Bradley Vinson, and Elyse Abigayle Kemp are now identified as children of God in 
Christ’s Church. Through Baptism God has put His seal upon Vinson, Bradley, and Elyse to share with 
us all the benefits of Christ’s sacrifice. Let us be supportive of Vinson and Alex as they grow in faith 
and nurture Bradley and Elyse, assisting them to be faithful disciples. 

People: With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Vinson, Bradley, and Elyse into Christ’s Church, for we 
are all one in Christ. We promise to love, encourage and support you, to share the good news of 
God’s love with you, and to celebrate with you God’s unfolding blessings. 

 
*HYMN 475                                              “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                   NETTLETON 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                                           John 12:20-33, pew Bible p.980                                                                                                                                           
 
SERMON                                                    “The Compassion of God”                                              Margo Fraga 
                                                                    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP AND CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                         
 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING                         
                                                                              Text to Give                                                       704-734-9818  

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                   Take Up Your Cross                                               arr. Kurt Meyer 

Selwyn Hanbells 
 
*DOXOLOGY (Hymn 606)                                                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH               
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)  

Gracious God, it is our joy to return the gifts of our lives to You. May our offering this morning forever 
bring glory to Your name, and may we continue to work tirelessly for the well-being of Your whole 
creation. Amen. 
 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 305 (verses 1, 3, 4)                    “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”                              DARWALL’S 148TH                        
 
*BENEDICTION  

 
*RESPONSE                                                          Who is This?                                       arr. Kathleen Wissinger     
 
*POSTLUDE                                                  Postlude on The Lamb          arr. Neil Harmon 
 
 
 
 
*Those who are able please stand.                                                                 +Ushers may seat late worshipers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SELWYN AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WARMLY WELCOMES ALL WHO VISIT   
Selwyn Avenue is glad you are with us this morning.  We welcome all visitors, celebrating God’s creativity in human diversity.  We’d like 
to stay in touch with you!  Please take a moment to fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate.  Please ask an usher if you need 
help locating the nursery, restrooms, changing tables, or large print hymnals.  
 

Membership is by one of three paths: 1) profession of faith in Jesus Christ (for those who have never been part of a Christian church); 
2) re-affirmation of faith (for those who formerly were part of a congregation but have not been involved in recent times - for example, 
you were baptized and/or confirmed but moved and never engaged with a new congregation); or 3) transfer of membership from another 
congregation (your membership is with another church).  New members and prospective members are invited to participate in 
Orientation Classes, which are scheduled several times a year, and are a wonderful way to meet others and learn about our church and 
all the opportunities here.  We always stand ready to be in communication with you about your particular situation.  The contact 
information for all staff members is in the bulletin each week. 
 
WORSHIP BAGS FOR 4 YRS. - 5TH GRADE  Age-appropriate activities for readers and non-readers to encourage their 
participation in following along in worship are available in the narthex. Please return the bag to the basket after worship.  
 
 
SAPC STAFF INFORMATION 
Position Name E-mail address 
Pastor Lori Archer Raible lorir@selwynpres.org 
Associate Pastor for Formation and Youth Margo Richardson Fraga margor@selwynpres.org 
Parish Associate Lisa McLennan lisamclennan5@gmail.com 
Director of Children’s and Family Ministries Nancy Nutter nancyn@selwynpres.org 
Director of Music Fred Spano fps7363@gmail.com 
Organist Gay Pappin gpappin@gmail.com      
Church Administrator Marsha Cooper marshac@selwynpres.org 
Administrative Assistant  Debbie Pott office@selwynpres.org 
Church Accountant Tonya Moore tonya@tmooreaccounting.com 
Accounting Administrative Assistant Reba Hardaway rebah@selwynpres.org 
Communications Specialist  Jennifer Dixon jennifer@capstonebrandingmedia.com   
Weekend Facilities   Dwight Jones djones8345@aol.com 
Director of Child Development Center Beth Sharpe bsharpe@selwynprescdc.com 
Seminary Intern/Membership Allyson Anderson Allyson.Anderson@upsem.edu 

SAPC SESSION 
Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026 
Ginny Burgin, Charlie Harris, Morgan Liles, 
Dick Metzler, Kurt Parbst, Samantha Phifer, 
Heather Risko, Ed Thomas, Andy Wertz, 
Youth Elder-Ledare Roush 

Grant Armistead, Jodie Bolewitz,  
Libby Guinan, Christy Horne,  
Hannah King, Susan Lemmon,  
Tracie Northan, Bobby Yurkutat 

Lori Burbank, Tate Hackman,  
Todd Muldrew, Adam Piacentino,  
Denise Pineno, Evan Sauda,  
Elizabeth Stearns, Caroline Thompson, 
Tina Weinberg 
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