
God of Restoration,
whenever we come home to you,
we realize how far we have strayed
and how much we have forgotten
your law and your love.
We have not loved you with our whole hearts 
or loved our neighbors as ourselves.

Forgive us, heal us,
and restore us to our relationship with you;
through Jesus Christ, in whom we trust.

God calls us to be builders.
God calls us to build our lives:
to restore broken places and continue to grow.
God calls us to build our faith:
to study the Word and ponder its interpretation.
God calls us to build our community:
to build bridges of understanding and systems of justice.
God calls us to build history by fulfilling the promises of Scripture:
to preach the good news of God’s love 
and liberation for all people.   

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Seek, Serve, Embrace | Engaging with neighbors near and far in Christ's love

WE GATHER IN GOD'S NAME

Third Sunday After Epiphany  | January 26, 2025, 10:00 am

WELCOME

PRELUDE
“Now There Lightens Upon Us” | Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)

*HYMN NO. 404
“What Is This Place” | KOMT NU MET ZANG

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*SILENT CONFESSION

*CALL TO WORSHIP

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

*For those who are able, please stand.





*RESPONSE
“The Steadfast Love of the Lord” | THE STEADFAST LOVE OF THE LORD

CHILDREN'S TIME

(Offerings added to the Joyful Noise Pail are for mission partner Heifer International)

Children are dismissed to Church School

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, I can assure you that we have been restored 
in the grace of God.
We rejoice then, for this is a day of new beginnings!

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all;
     And also with you.

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ's peace.)



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
“Gathered in God’s Name” | Michael Burkhardt

(Please sing refrain on cue from leader)



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN NO. 307
“God of Grace and God of Glory” | CWM RHONDDA

SERMON
“What WILL We Tell the Children?” | Carol McDonald

SECOND LESSON | EPISTLE
1 Corinthians 12: 12, 14, 18-20, 27-31 (NT p. 174)

FIRST LESSON | PROPHET
Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 (OT p. 436-437)

THIRD LESSON | GOSPEL
Luke 4: 14-21 (NT p. 61)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING
(please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor)





*DOXOLOGY
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
     Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
     Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

OFFERTORY
“They’ll Know We Are Christians” | arr. Lloyd Larson

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will work with each other, we will work side by side;
we will work with each other, we will work side by side;
and we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

Praise to the Father from whom all things come,
and praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son;
praise to the spirit who makes us one.
God’s Spirit makes us one.

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
and we pray that all unity may one day be restored.
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN NO. 772
“Live into Hope” | TRURO

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD

POSTLUDE
“O Gladsome Light” | Francis Jackson (1917-2022)

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

     As we go forth from this place, 
     we rejoice in the strength of God,
     we fix our eyes on the grace of Christ,
     and we drink deeply of the Spirit, who makes us one.
     
     The Spirit is still at work among us,
     sending us to bring good news to the poor,
     to proclaim release to those in captivity,
     to be healers and a freedom force against all oppression.
     
     Go boldly as disciples, trusting in the Spirit’s guidance. 
     Amen.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS

Carol McDonald | Pastor
Charles Manning | Organist
Loui Lord Nelson | Liturgist

Chancel Choir

Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-707565. All rights reserved.

IN WORSHIP

This morning’s opening hymn, No. 404 “What Is This Place,” is a Dutch text by Huub
Oosterhuis (b. 1933) from his poetry collection In het voorbijgaan, and translated into
English by David Smith in 1970. The first stanza establishes the distinction between the
church as the people and the meetinghouse as the building where they gather. Stanzas 2
and 3 celebrate, respectively, the gifts of Word and Table in fresh images. Stanza 3 also
points to the dimensions of justice and peace that emerge from the encounter with God’s
revealed purpose and spiritual provision. The tune, KOMT NU MET ZANG, is a 17th-
century Dutch melody that matches the text well. It is driven by the pattern of a quarter
note and two eighths that initiates 8 of its 14 measures.





Becoming Better Neighbors: Joy’s House | Jan. 29th | 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Tina McIntosh, founder of Joy's House, will discuss how we can be better
neighbors to those who are caregivers. Whether you know someone who's a
caregiver or not, join us for a fun and informative conversation with Tina!

Annual Congregational Meeting | Feb. 2nd | 11:15 am
We will receive annual reports from 2024, learn about planning for 2025, and
receive all other business that is brought before the congregation. Childcare
will be available for all ages!

Sound & Spirit: Katherine Jolliff | Feb. 2nd | 4:00 pm
Named one of The Diapason’s “Top 20 under 30,” organist Katherine Jolliff
plays a repertoire featuring J. S. Bach, Buxtehude, Karg-Elert, and more. This
concert is open to all and completely free!

Hindu Temple Experience | Feb. 5th | 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Join the Men's Prayer Breakfast for a spiritual walk at the Hindu Temple of
Central Indiana. Meet at Northminster at 9:15 am or the temple at 10:00 am.
The tour costs $5, followed by brunch at MCL. All are welcome!

Becoming Better Neighbors: Exodus Refugee | Feb. 5th | 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Join experts from Exodus Refugee to explore the challenges refugees face
when seeking safety, starting anew, and how we can support them as
neighbors in north Indianapolis.

Rainbow Brunch | Feb. 9th | 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
LGBTQIA2S+ family - let's share a meal! Come join us for NPC's first Rainbow
Brunch on February 9th following worship at Garden Table in Broad Ripple.  
Contact Rebekah Ryan or Scott Cavins with any questions!

Italian Night | Feb. 22nd | 5:30 - 8:00 pm
Italian Night is back! All ages are invited to come and enjoy the evening a
delicious pasta dinner plus silent and live auctions! No payment is required,
but a free-will offering will be received at the event.

Yoga Classes & Workshops
Northminster Community Yoga is back with six classes per week, private
sessions, and yoga philosophy discussions on the 2nd Friday every month!
Click on the QR for much more information. There is something for everyone!

Events and Announcements

Additional events and information can be found on our website at northminster.chuch/events



@Northminsterindy @northminsterindy northminster-indy.org

Matthew 25 
As a Matthew 25 congregation, we focus on building congregational vitality,

dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty.

Weekly Email Newsletters
Stay up to date with everything going on at Northminster by subscribing to our

newsletter at northminster.church/newsletter

Prayer Lists
The prayer list is available 24/7 online! Visit northminster.church/prayer

NORTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Seek, Serve, Embrace | Engaging with neighbors near and far in Christ's love

Covenant Network of Presbyterians
As a member of the Covenant Network of Presbyterians,

we seek equity for LGBTQIA2S+ people in church and society. 
We welcome, honor, celebrate, and include all.

Christ-Centered | Grounded in the Word | Relevant | Inclusive | Nurturing | Serving
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