LIFE Group

FB CQA’ Discussion Guide

S U M M I T December 21, 2025
S’f'Uol&n’f’g Luke 2:1-20

CONVERSATION STARTERS
What are some highs or lows you experienced this past week?

What Scripture has been shaping you recently?
Where have you seen God moving in your life this week?

What did you hear in today’s sermon OR read in today’s passage that you would like to
discuss?

What did you learn about yourself in today’s sermon/passage?
What did you learn about God in today’s sermon/passage?

What convicted you as you listened to today’s sermon OR read in today’s passage?

OPENING
Icebreaker:
e What's one of your favorite Christmas traditions or memories?
« What's the best or most unexpected gift you’ve ever received?
o If you were in charge of announcing Jesus’ birth to the world, how would you do
it? (TV ad? TikTok? A sky full of drones?)

Let’s see how God chose to announce the birth of His Son — and what that tells
us about who He is.

BIG IDEA

Jesus came into the world in the most unexpected way to show that God’s love and
peace are for everyone — no matter who you are.




DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT

Have you ever noticed how the biggest moments in life don’t always look big at
first?

When Jesus was born, there weren’t fireworks, red carpets, or royal parades.
Just a quiet night in a small town, a tired young couple, and a baby lying in an
animal’s feeding trough.

If we were in charge of announcing the Savior of the world, we’d probably do
something huge — a viral video, a Super Bowl commercial, maybe angels over a
city skyline. But God chose something different. He picked a manger, a few
shepherds, and a sky full of praise.

Why? Because that’s what God is like. He loves to show up in ordinary moments
and use ordinary people to tell His extraordinary story.

The message of Christmas isn’t just that Jesus came — it’s that He came for
you.

As we read Luke 2, let’s slow down, look closely, and ask:
-What does this story show us about God’s heart?

-And how can we respond to His good news with joy, like the shepherds did?

SCRIPTURE
Read Luke 2:1-20 together.
(Optional: Have a few people read different sections out loud.)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

What are some things that stand out to you about this story?

It’s full of surprises: the Savior of the world is born in a barn, wrapped in rags, and laid
in a feeding trough.

Why do you think Luke lists all the rulers and places at the start?
It's to remind us this actually happened — in real history, not a fairy tale.

What do the angels say about Jesus?
He’s the Savior, Christ the Lord. He's the One who brings peace and joy.

How do the shepherds react to what they hear and see?
They go quickly, find Jesus, and can’t stop talking about it afterward.




Why do you think God chose shepherds — basically average, everyday people —
to hear the news first?
To show that His message is for everyone, not just the powerful or popular.

What do you think the shepherds were feeling that night — fear, awe, excitement?
Probably all of it! Imagine being half-asleep and suddenly surrounded by angels.

What does this story show about what God is like?
He’s humble, loving, and wants to be close to us — not distant or intimidating.

Why do you think God came as a baby instead of as a powerful ruler?
So we could relate to Him. He came to serve, not to show off power.

The angels said it’s “good news of great joy for all people.” Why is it good news
for you?

Because Jesus brings forgiveness, hope, and purpose. We don’t have to prove
ourselves to be loved by God.

Mary “treasured” and thought about all these things in her heart (v.19). What
might that mean for us?
We need time to slow down, think, and let the truth of who Jesus is really sink in.

How does this story flip the world’s idea of what’s “important” or “successful”?
God values humility, faith, and obedience more than status, fame, or money.

Why do you think joy shows up so much in this story? How is joy different from
happiness?

Happiness depends on what’s happening; joy comes from knowing Jesus is with us no
matter what.

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

What’s one way you’ve seen God show up in an unexpected or ordinary way in
your life?

He often works through small moments — a friend’s encouragement, a song, a quiet
prayer.

How can we be like the shepherds and respond to Jesus this Christmas?
Worship Him, talk about Him, show kindness, or serve others.

Who could you share the “good news” of Jesus with this season — a friend,
classmate, or family member?

Think of someone who might need hope or encouragement.

How can you make room for Jesus in your Christmas plans this year?
Maybe take a few minutes each day to pray, read a verse, or thank Him.




What’s one thing about Jesus’ birth that amazes you or gives you peace right
now?
Help students personalize their takeaway — it helps truth stick.

What would “peace on earth” look like in your life — maybe at school, at home, or
online?

Encourage them to think about being peacemakers in real ways (kindness, forgiveness,
patience).

PRAYER FOCUS
Pray for:
e Thankfulness for who Jesus is and why He came.
« Joy and peace even when life feels stressful or chaotic.
o Courage to share Jesus with others.
o Eyes to see God working in ordinary places and people.
e Hearts that make room for Jesus this Christmas.
e That people would follow God’s direction in our worship services.

CLOSING THOUGHT

“God’s biggest announcement didn’t happen in a palace or on social media — it
happened in a field to a group of shepherds. That’s how much He cares about the
ordinary.”

The story of Christmas isn’t just something that happened back then — it's God saying,
“I see you. I'm with you. And | came for you.”

Challenge for the week:
Look for one small way to share God'’s love this week — maybe through kindness,
encouragement, or prayer. Be the good news someone else needs to see.

LOOKING AHEAD
Encourage your group to look ahead as we resume the series on Acts next week.

December 28, 2025 --- Acts 18:1-17

COMMENTARY

Luke 2:1-20

2:1 Augustus (meaning “Exalted,” a title approved by the Roman Senate in 27 B.C.)
was the Roman Caesar from 31 B.C. to A.D. 14. This decree... that the whole empire
should be registered was a census for the purposes of taxation and military service.




2:2 It is thought that Quirinius served two terms as Roman governor of Syria: from 6-4
B.C., and then A.D. 6-9. Jesus was born during the period of the first registration. There
was also a census registration in Quirinius’s second term (Ac 5:37).

2:3-4 His own town refers not to where Joseph presently lived (Nazareth in Galilee), but
to the town of his ancestral roots (Bethlehem in Judea), which was called the city of
David because King David grew up there (1Sam 16:1). Joseph was descended from
David (1:27). The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem would have taken three days and
covered roughly 90 miles.

2:5-6 As months before in 1:27, Mary at this time was still only engaged to Joseph
because they had not yet consummated their marriage via intercourse. Nevertheless,
she was pregnant and ready to give birth.

2.7 The words her firstborn Son naturally implies that Mary later had other children (Mt
13:55-56). In that day, a newborn was wrapped... snuggly in cloth to keep its arms and
legs straight. That baby Jesus was laid... in a feeding trough indicates that the family
was forced to stay in a stable, or perhaps a cave that served as a stable, because there
was no other room available in Bethlehem.

2:8 The sheep used for temple sacrifices in Jerusalem were kept in fields outside
Bethlehem. The work of shepherds was more important at night because of the threats
from thieves and predators.

2:9-10 Though not named in the present passage, the angel of the Lord was Gabriel
(1:11-20). The glory of the Lord was a bright light (in the midst of the darkness of night),
indicating God’s glorious presence. It is only natural to be terrified at the sight of an
angel, not to mention a sudden, overwhelming light from the sky. The angel spoke to
calm the shepherds and refocus their attention on the proclamation of the gospel (good
news). All the people could refer to Israel, but given Luke’s emphasis on the gospel
spreading to the Gentiles, it probably means “all nations.”

2:11-12 Savior means “deliverer, redeemer.” Messiah means “anointed one,” especially
focusing on being anointed as king. Lord was used of secular rulers, but it is also the
standard translation of the primary name of God in Hebrew, Yahweh. The shepherds
would have been shocked to hear that a divine messianic ruler had been born, but to be
told He was lying in a feeding trough and born to a man and woman of humble means
would have seemed preposterous.

2:13-14 The hymn sung by the choir of angels (heavenly host) is well-known today as
the “Gloria in Excelsis Deo,” from the first words of verse 14 in the Latin Vulgate (glory
to God in the highest). To give “glory to God” does not give Him something He
otherwise lacks. Rather, it is a confession of the wondrous glory He forever possesses.
The peace to be found on earth was not the Pax Romana (the “universal peace” of the
Roman Empire), but peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ (Rm 5:1). The people
whom God favors are those who have found God’s undeserved favor, or grace, through
Christ.




2:15 What has happened refers to the birth of the Savior, who is Christ and Lord.

2:16-18 The shepherd’s reaction was one of haste. They did not wait; they hurried to
see the Son of God. We are not told how the shepherds found the particular inn whose
stable housed the baby. We are explicitly told that they found the family exactly where
the angels had said. What did the shepherds do at the sight of Jesus? Luke’s account
gives no clue. Most likely, they knelt in awe and worshiped before Him. However, we do
know exactly what they did afterward: They reported the message. The message
included the angelic announcement and the miraculous reality they had witnessed. The
phrase all who heard it perhaps included people from the inn. Those who heard the
shepherds’ withess were amazed at the witness of the shepherds. The Greek word for
amazed describes “wonder” or “marvel.” The word portrays a positive, happy reaction,
not perplexity or doubt.

2:19 While everyone else continued to talk about the events, Mary treasured in her
heart everything that had occurred. Each word of the withesses was precious treasure,
and Mary gently placed each in the safekeeping of her heart. This verse does not mean
Mary decided to keep the news of Jesus to herself but that she valued all her
experiences related to Jesus. The mother of the Christ child pondered the meaning of
all she had been told and had experienced. Meditating on them, she mulled the events
over and over in her mind. Her reaction was not the intellectual analysis of an objective
observer but rather the emotional response of a mother whose life was devoted to the
Son she had just borne.

2:20 Finally the shepherds returned to caring for their flock. The spectacular
happenings of the night did not exempt them from their responsibilities but gave new
meaning to their work. As they went home, they were glorifying and praising God. The
natural response of anyone who has met Jesus is to magnify the Lord. After seeing
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, the shepherds praised God and shared the message they
received. The good news of the Savior is too important to keep to ourselves. Its joy is to
be shared with others.




