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from Pastor Sturdivant
"God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior

that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive their sins."
(Acts 5:31)

Yes, even for those who will look
around the holiday table and see

empty places - we all have much to
celebrate. Not to say that your pain

will magically go away, but we all can
take solace in knowing that there is a

savior who gives comfort to those in
need; and whose sacrifice made the

difference.
How have we made it over?

By the grace of God, through his
son, Jesus Christ!

I once heard someone say - “after a long drive, I like to zoom out
on the GPS just to see how far I’ve come”.

It’s a simple omission, but one with prolific application. 
After a long journey, it does us good to look back and see how

far the Lord has brought us. Beyond the exchange of gifts,
laughs, and stories - this time of the 

year is one where we all should reflect and draw close to those
who matter the most.

For our church, 2023 has been one of
exceptional growth and expansion. By the

grace of God, many have been added to our
number; we have reached out further into the

community through our missional efforts;
and have witnessed the awesome power of

our God to mend broken relationships. 

Springfield, we have much to celebrate! 

Happy Holidays Springfield!



t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e
a w e s o m e n e s s  o f  o u r  G o d  f o r
a l l  H e  h a s  d o n e  i n  u s i n g
D e a c o n  S t e p h e n  W h i t e ,  a n d
m y s e l f  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e
o f  t h e  D e a c o n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  h e r e
a t  S p r i n g f i e l d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h .

U p o n  b e i n g  v o t e d  a s  c h a i r m a n
o f  t h e  D e a c o n ’ s  M i n i s t r y ,  I  w a s
o v e r w h e l m e d  w i t h  s o m e
a n x i e t y ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  t h e
y o u n g e s t  d e a c o n  i n  t h e
m i n i s t r y .  A f t e r  m u c h  p r a y e r ,
t h e  L o r d  t o o k  m e  t o  t h e  b o o k
o f  N e h e m i a h ,  a n d  w h a t  t h e
L o r d  r e v e a l e d  t o  m e  w a s  h o w
H e  w a s  w i t h  N e h e m i a h ,  a n d  i n
a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  c a m e
b e f o r e  h i m ,  

To God Be The Glory For The Great Things He Has Done!To God Be The Glory For The Great Things He Has Done!

Oh come let us adore Him. Luke 2:15-18

It has been nothing short
of a Blessing

P I C T U R E D  F R O M  L E F T  T O  R I G H T :  D E A C O N  S T E P H E N  W H I T E ,  S I S .  P A T R I C I A  W H I T E ,  R E V .  D R .  K E V I N
S T U R D U V A N T ,  F I R S T  L A D Y  T I F F A N Y  S T U R D I V A N T ,  S I S .  V I C K Y  G I B S O N ,  D E A C O N  J A M E S  A .  G I B S O N  I I

h e  s t a y e d  t r u e  t o  h i s  c a l l i n g ,
w i t h  t h e  b l e s s e d  a s s u r a n c e
t h a t  t h e  L o r d  w a s  w i t h  h i m .  

A f t e r  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e
L o r d  g a v e  m e  t h r o u g h  t h i s
b o o k ,  I  f o u n d  t h a t  m y  a n x i e t y
w a s  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  b  w i t h  t h e
p e a c e  t h a t  G o d  i s  i n  c o n t r o l ,
a n d  a l l  H e  w a n t e d  w a s  t h e
c o m m i t m e n t  l i k e  i t  w a s  f o r
N e h e m i a h  a n d  t o  n o t  l o s e  f o c u s
o f  y o u r  a s s i g n m e n t ,  s t a n d i n g
o n  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  G o d  a s  i n
D e u t e r o n o m y  3 1 : 7 - 8  ,  “ B e
s t r o n g  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s ,  f o r  y o u
m u s t  g o  w i t h  t h i s  p e o p l e  i n t o
t h e  l a n d  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  s w o r e  t o
t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  t o  g i v e  t h e m ,
a n d  y o u  m u s t  d i v i d e  i t  a m o n g
t h e m  a s  t h e i r  i n h e r i t a n c e .  



T h e  L o r d  h i m s e l f  g o e s  b e f o r e  y o u  a n d  w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u ;  h e  w i l l
n e v e r  l e a v e  y o u  n o r  f o r s a k e  y o u .  D o  n o t  b e  a f r a i d ;  d o  n o t  b e
d i s c o u r a g e d . ”

A f t e r  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  H i s  p e a c e ,  H e  b l e s s e d  m e  w i t h  a  g r e a t  V i c e
C h a i r m a n ,  D e a c o n  S t e p h e n  W h i t e ,  w h o m  I  c a n ’ t  s a y  e n o u g h  a b o u t
f o r  w h a t  h e  h a s  m e a n t  t o  m e ,  a n d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .
W e  h a v e  s h a r e d  n u m e r o u s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  t e a r s ,  l a u g h t e r ,  a n d
p r a y e r s  t o g e t h e r .  D e a c o n  W h i t e  i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  j u s t  h e ,  a n d  I
h a v e  i m p a r t e d  m u c h  G o d l y  w i s d o m  u p o n  m e ,  s o m e  n o t  a l w a y s
e a s y  t o  h e a r ,  b u t  w a s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  s a i d .   I  w i l l  b e  f o r e v e r
g r a t e f u l  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  c o m p r o m i s e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  “ g o i n g  a l o n g
t o  g e t  a l o n g . ”

I  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  D e a c o n s  a s  M y  D e a c o n s .  I  d i d  t h i s  b e c a u s e  I ’ m
t r u l y  e n d e a r e d  t o  t h e s e  f e l l o w s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  a n d
e v e n  b e e n  e n c o u r a g i n g  t o  u s  o v e r  t h e s e  2 5  y e a r s .  I n  a l l  s i n c e r i t y ,
w e  h a v e  a l l  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  o p i n i o n s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  i t  a l l  w e
p r a y e r f u l l y  s t r i v e d  t o  s u p p o r t  e a c h  o t h e r .  I  h a v e  b e e n  s o  b l e s s e d
w i t h  m y  b r o t h e r  d e a c o n s  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  i n  a l l  t h a t
w a s  n e e d e d  i n  t h i s  m i n i s t r y ’ s  e f f o r t .

I n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  D e a c o n  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r s h i p ,  I  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d
i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h a t  w e  a r e  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  p a s t o r ,
w h e r e ,  a n d  w h e n  n e e d e d .  T h e  D e a c o n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  h a s  b e e n
a w e s o m e l y  b l e s s e d  b y  p a s t o r s  t h a t  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d
a n d  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  G o d .  I t  f i l l s  m y  h e a r t  t o
m e n t i o n  t h e s e  p a s t o r s  b y  n a m e :  R e v e r e n d  D a n i e l  S a n d e r s  ( 1 8
y e a r s  a s  h i s  c h a i r m a n ) ,  D r .  J a m e s  B a l l a r d  ( i n t e r i m  p a s t o r  f o r  2
y e a r s ) ,  D r .  K e v i n  D .  S t u r d i v a n t  ( c u r r e n t  p a s t o r  f o r  5  y e a r s )
t o t a l i n g  2 5  y e a r s  o f  D e a c o n ’ s  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r s h i p .  O n e  t h i n g  t h a t
i s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s ,  t h a t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  3  p a s t o r s  d u r i n g  m y  2 5
y e a r s  o f  d e a c o n  c h a i r m a n s h i p  r e a l l y  k n e w  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b u t  t h e
c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s e n t  b y  G o d  t o  l e a d  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a l l
h a d  t h e  s a m e  m e s s a g e  o f :  2  T i m o t h y  1 : 6 - 7  “ F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  I
r e m i n d  y o u  t o  f a n  i n t o  f l a m e  t h e  g i f t  o f  G o d ,  w h i c h  i s  i n  y o u
t h r o u g h  t h e  l a y i n g  o n  o f  m y  h a n d s .  F o r  t h e  S p i r i t  G o d  g a v e  u s
d o e s  n o t  m a k e  u s  t i m i d ,  b u t  g i v e s  u s  p o w e r ,  l o v e  a n d  s e l f -
d i s c i p l i n e . ”



I  a l s o  c a n n o t  s a y  e n o u g h  a b o u t  h o w  m u c h  i t  h a s  m e a n t  t o  b e
b l e s s e d  w i t h  m y  G o d - f e a r i n g  w i f e ,  V i c k y .   S h e  i s  a  w i f e  t h a t
p r a y s  f o r  y o u ,  a n d  w i t h  y o u ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e a k s  a n d  v a l l e y s .   
T h a n k s  b e  t o  G o d ,  s h e  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  w i t h  b y
m y  d e a c o n s .  P r o v e r b s  1 8 : 2 2  “ H e  w h o  f i n d s  a  [ t r u e  a n d  f a i t h f u l ]
w i f e  f i n d s  a  g o o d  t h i n g  a n d  o b t a i n s  f a v o r  a n d  a p p r o v a l  f r o m
t h e  L o r d . ”

E a r l i e r ,  I  r e f e r e n c e d  t h e  b o o k  o f  N e h e m i a h  a n d  w h a t  i t  m e a n t
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  m y  c h a i r m a n s h i p .   I t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  t o
m e n t i o n  t h a t  w h e n  N e h e m i a h ’ s  w o r k  w a s  d o n e  i n  l e a d i n g  t h e
e f f o r t  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  w a l l ,  h e  w e n t  b a c k  t o  K i n g  A r t a x e r x e s
a s  a  s e r v a n t .

T h e  D e a c o n s  M i n i s t r y  L e a d e r s h i p  h e r e  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d  h a s  b e e n  a
b l e s s e d  h o n o r  t o  h a v e  s e r v e d  f o r  2 5  y e a r s ,  n o t  i n  t i t l e  b u t  t o
h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  G o d .  I  w a n t  t o  a l s o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t ,
a n d  p r a y e r s ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  a  t r u e  b l e s s i n g  t o  t h i s  m i n i s t r y .  I n
e x p r e s s i n g  m y  t e s t i m o n y  i n  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o
s e r v i n g  a s  a  d e a c o n  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  D e a c o n  F r e d
C l a r k e  a s  C h a i r m a n ,  a n d  D e a c o n  J o h n  M i l n e r  a s  V i c e  C h a i r m a n .

2  C o r i n t h i a n s  2 : 9  “ H o w e v e r ,  a s  i t  i s  w r i t t e n :  “ W h a t  n o  e y e  h a s
s e e n ,  w h a t  n o  e a r  h a s  h e a r d ,  a n d  w h a t  n o  h u m a n  m i n d  h a s
c o n c e i v e d ” —  t h e  t h i n g s  G o d  h a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  l o v e
h i m “

A s  I  t i t l e d  t h i s  i n s e r t  “ T o  G o d  B e  T h e  G l o r y  f o r  t h e  G r e a t  t h i n g s
H e  h a s  d o n e , ”  b e c a u s e  H e  d e s e r v e s  a l l  o f  t h e  h o n o r .

H u m b l y  S u b m i t t e d  
D e a c o n  J i m  G i b s o n



 
 

by Johnny Ray Moore
  
When we feel the heaviness,
Of this daily life.
JESUS gives us much relief,
From all the stress and strife.
He knows what we are up against,
As we go through each day.
He walks with us and covers us,
That’s why we all should pray.
O come and let us worship CHRIST,
He is the only way.
He will be right by our side,
From now ‘til Judgement Day.
And furthermore, there’s no one,
As great as JESUS CHRIST.
In a world that’s gone astray,
His mercy will suffice.

Researcher

Director

“O COME AND LET US WORSHIP”

 newsletter@springfieldbaptistchurch.com

Luke 2:15-18
THE REAL  CHRISTMAS STORY

15 When the angels left them and
went back to heaven, the shepherds
said to each other, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that
has happened which the Lord has
told us about.”
16 So the shepherds went quickly
and found Mary and Joseph and the
baby, who was lying in a feeding
trough. 17 When they had seen him,
they told what the angels had said
about this child. 18 Everyone was
amazed at what the shepherds said
to them.

Christmas
M E R R Y



WELCOME HOME
WELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOME   
WELCOME HOME
WELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOMEWELCOME HOME   

November 2023
A ’ M i r a c l e  C o n e a l
W a n d a  C o n e a l
X a v i o n  C o n e a l
S h e r y l  E l l i s  
L a u r a  J a m e s o n
C h e r y l  M c C a d d e n
G r a c e  M i d d l e t o n  
D e j a  M o r g a n  
R e g i n a l d  M o r g a n  J r .  

11-1111-11



“I love and
appreciate my
Pastor, Rev. Dr.

Kevin D.
Sturdivant and
my Springfield
church family.”

Carolyn is a native of Wilson Mills, NC. Since 2019, she
has served as a city council member. Carolyn comes
from a large family! Her family includes 16 siblings (6
deceased), 2 daughters, Connie and Ciji, 3
grandchildren, Jalisa, Marcus and Sage, 1 bonus
daughter, Luttisa and 3 bonus grands Dontri’, Traquan
and Clarissa. She has lots of nieces, nephews, great
nieces, great nephews and cousins. She loves
spending time with her family!

In July, 2014 after serving 28.5 years, Carolyn retired
from the Office Of State Personnel in Raleigh NC. She
now spends most of her time shopping, eating out with
family, watching tv and sleeping.

After attending Springfield Baptist Church for almost 2
years, she joined in 2006 under the leadership of the
late Rev. Daniel Sanders. Carolyn currently serves on
the Springfield Chronicle Newsletter and Hospitality
committee. She is a former member of the Voices Of
Springfield Choir, which she anticipates rejoining soon.
With the help of our missionary department, Carolyn
was a Springfield liaison to East Garner Elementary
School for 3 years working with the principal and
teachers concerning the needs of the students and
faculty.

Her favorite songs are Jesus, You’re the Center of My
Joy, The Goodness of God and Thank You Lord for All
You’ve Done for Me.

Favorite scriptures: Philippians 4:13, I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me and 1st Corinthians
13: 1-13.

Carolyn boldly states: I love and appreciate my pastor,
Dr. Rev. Kevin D. Sturdivant and my Springfield church
family.

Carolyn Whitley DobbinCarolyn Whitley DobbinjewelC R O W N

O Come Let Us   Adore Him Luke 2:15-18



Springfield, did you know that we have a

ranked #3 boxing contender in the world in the

light-heavy weight division among us? Get

ready to learn more about our very own, Rev.

Eric L. Winbush in our next edition.

“the sweet hospitality, gentle coaxing and
encouragement of Sister Wyoma Moses”
brought this story to light! - Mrs. Winbush

Springfield did you know…

Rev. Eric L.Winbush

Winbush “the underdog”knocks

out opponent in 3rd round.



Jackie loves spending time with family, friends, and helping
others. Her favorite song is “Give Me Jesus” because she knows
without God she is just like a ship without a sail. Jackie will
continue to shout out

“To God Be The Glory For All The Things He

Has Done and Continues to Do In My Life.”! 

Jackie is a graduate of N. C. Central University where
she earned a degree in Business Administration. She
also holds a Real Estate Broker License for the State
of North Carolina and is a Notary Public. With her
love for helping people and God’s direction, she
became the Founder and CEO of Moore’s Realty, Inc.
aka “Moore For Your Money” in 2002. This business
has helped hundreds of people realize their dreams
of homeownership and for this she is so grateful to
God. She says, “everyone deserves to live the
American Dream”. Jackie has also taught many First
Time Homebuyer Workshops to educate people on
the homebuying process and introduce them to
programs which aid with down payment assistance,
closing cost, and /or other home purchase costs. In
November 2022, God blessed her with land where
she plans to build a facility to help more people in the
community. Today she thanks God and gives him all
the Praise, Glory, and Honor for using her as a vessel
for this purpose.

 
Philippians 4:13 

“I Can Do All Things
Through Christ Who

Gives Me Strength”

Moore
Jackie Rogers Moore is a native of
Raleigh, North Carolina. Jackie is
married to Johnny Ray Moore and they
have three daughters; Jenell Young,
Jyrita Moore, and Jamica Moore. She
also has two grandchildren; Ethan and
Jade Young that she adores more than
words can express and a son-in-love
Tramaine Young.

Jackie and her family formerly joined
Springfield in 1990. Springfield, the
friendly church in the curb was not at all
unfamiliar to Jackie as she fellowshipped
with the church even since her
childhood. She particularly remembers
attending many Homecoming services
as Jackie’s grandparents, the late Millard
and Arliena Griffis were members until
their deaths. Jackie often says that
“Springfield is where my roots are.”
Over the years Jackie has served on
several church auxiliaries which includes
but is not limited to singing in the
church choirs, performing in plays with
the Drama Ministry and serving on the
Children’s Ministry.

Favorite
 Scripture 

CSICSI  CERTIF IED SAINT INTERROGATORS CERTIF IED SAINT INTERROGATORS

O Come Let Us Adore Him Luke 2:15-18



Honor
College
Induction
M c k e n n a  G r e s h a m ,  a  2 n d  y e a r  k i n e s i o l o g y
m a j o r ,  w a s  i n d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  F r e d d y e  T .  D a v y
H o n o r s  C o l l e g e  a t  H a m p t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  o n
N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 2 3 .  S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n
1 9 8 6  T h e  F r e d d y e  T .  D a v y  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e
h a s  b e e n  t h e  h a l l m a r k  o f  h o n o r s  e d u c a t i o n  a t
H a m p t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  H o n o r s  C o l l e g e
s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  p u r s u e  a n  o f f -
c a m p u s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  s t u d y
a b r o a d  p r o g r a m ,  u n i v e r s i t y  e x c h a n g e ,  o r
i n t e r n s h i p / c o - o p  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

M c k e n n a  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f
c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  l i k e  m i n d e d  p e o p l e .  S h e  i s
a l s o  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H U
T e r p s i c h o r e a n  D a n c e  C o m p a n y ,  T h e  G r e e r
D a w s o n  W i l s o n  S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p  T r a i n i n g
P r o g r a m  a n d  t h e  K i n e s i o l o g y  C l u b .  S h e  i s  t h e
d a u g h t e r  o f  R o b e r t  &  L a k e i s h a  G r e s h a m .

College Life Mckenna Gresham  

When asked why she
wanted to join,         

she said…
-community atmosphere amongst other

individuals that look like me 
- prior knowledge of the programs stature

- the like minded people in the program 
- the academic advancement / challenge 

- delving into a spectrum of enhanced
learning and global skills 

-learning balance between social and
academic skills” 



How old are you? 10 years old  and in the 5th Grade
What school do you attend? West Clayton Elementary
School 
What activities, clubs, or organizations do you
participant of? Battle of the books - book club
Bulldog buddy - tutor mentor club, Violin
What advice would you give to your future middle
self?  Ask for help and pray
What is the best thing about being a follower of
Christ?  iHe guides me. He always helps me.
What is your favorite bible verse? John 1:1 ““In the
beginning was the word, and the word was with God,
and the word was God.
How does your faith affect your lifestyle?
My life style is filled with singing praises to God
everyday. 
What is the name of your parents? Carl and Veronica
Emerson

Ava Emerson

How old are you? I am 12 years old and in the 7th Grade
What school do you attend? Clayton Middle School
What activities, clubs, or organizations are you a
participant of? Band and Orchestra 
What advice would you give to other youth in middle
school? Don’t give up
What’s your favorite thing about being a follower of Christ?
The best part about being a follower of Christ is that He helps
through trouble times.
What’s your favorite bible verse? Psalm 1
How does your faith affect your lifestyle? My everyday
lifestyle includes praying.
What is the name of your parents? Carl and Veronica
Emerson

BELIEVERSBELIEVERS
ENTERINGENTERING
TRAININGTRAINING

Ashley Emerson

A.C.E. & A.C.E.
B.E.T.B.E.T.

Ace12 - Ashley Emerson

Ace10 - Ava Emerson



To encourage Grace and all of our scholars…

Here is a 2016 ThrowBack…

 

2016 Throwback

Dear Grace, 

Congratulations on your
recent spelling bee win at
your school.  We are all so
proud of you!  We know you
will do well at the next
level!, 

Sincerely, 
Your SBC Family

Grace Middleton

Back in 2016 many of us remember
Caleb Bynum’s Spelling Bee journey.

Please look forward to our next
“Throwback” as we mesh the past

with the present! 



And a Child Shall Lead Them

Oh come let us adore Him Luke 2:15-18  

School : Carolina Charter Academy 
3ʳᵈ Grade / 1st Grade 
Parents : Joshua Hill and Margarett Herder-
Hill 
Grandparents : Rev. & Mrs. James K. Herder &
Mr. Murl & Elder Lasheilla Hill 

 
Who is God to you? 

Eden: A Friend
Zora: He is my Savior, my heart and my
friend.

Why is having a relationship with him
important? 

Eden: It’s important because it changes your
life.
Zora: It’s important because it can flip you
around. It can make what was bad become
good. Jesus came to earth so we could have a
relationship with Him.

How do you show others your love for God? 
Eden: I enjoy helping others and making crafts
like cards and baskets to give away.
Zora: I invite others to play with me and
encourage them.

Do you have a favorite scripture? If so, what
is it and why?

Eden: Not yet.
Zora : I Corinthians 11: 24 ( KJV ) “and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “
Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for
our: this do in remembrance of Me.” 

 Wisdom from Springfield’s Small But Mighty Members 

EDEN SERENITY HILL (8) 
&

 ZORA JEAN HILL(6)



SPRINGFIELD MEMBER
Her “Array” is on Display 

Spr ing f ie ld  member  She i la  J .  Ha l l ’ s
a r twork  “A r ray , ”  was  chosen  by

Ra le igh  A r t s  fo r  a  v iny l  w rap
insu la t ion  i n  downtown Ra le igh .  He r

des ign  can  be  seen  on  the  SE  co rne r
o f  Harge t t  and  Pe rson  S t .  

She i la  has  two  pa in t i ngs  i n  the  12 ”  x
1 2 ”  E xh ib i t  a t  A r t space  on  Dav ie

s t ree t .

Next time you’re at the corner of

Hargett and Person Street 

SHELIA J. HALL

Also, visit Artscape

L U K E  2 : 1 5 - 1 8
O COME LET US ADORE HIM 



W e  s t a r t e d  o u r  a d v e n t u r e ,  l e a v i n g  p o r t  a n d  t r a v e l i n g  3 8  m i l e s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n ,
s e e i n g  s e a l s  a n d  c a t c h i n g  b i g  h a l i b u t .  T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  c o l d ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d .
T h e  A l a s k a n  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  l a w s  i n  p l a c e  t o  c a t c h  l a r g e  f i s h ,  a n d  y o u  m u s t  b e  o n  a
c h a r t e r e d  b o a t .  O n l y  2  f i s h  p e r  p e r s o n  a r e  a l l o w e d  a n d  o n c e  c a u g h t ,  t h e y  a r e
m e a s u r e d  f o r  t h e  m i n i m u m  l e n g t h  a n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  b e l o w ,  m u s t  b e  r e l e a s e d .  T h e  d a y
w e  w e r e  o u t  o n  t h e  o c e a n ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  2 , 0 0 0  h a l i b u t  w e r e  c a u g h t .  F o r  t h e
r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  t r i p ,  w e  f i s h e d  i n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  r i v e r s ,  S w i f t  R i v e r  C r e e k  a n d  A l a s k a n
C r e e k ,  c a t c h i n g  l a r g e  s a l m o n .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s a l m o n  f i s h i n g ,  w e  s a w  a  l a r g e  b l a c k
b e a r  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  l o o k i n g  f o r  w h a t  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  c a t c h . . . s a l m o n !
T h e  w a t e r  i s  c r y s t a l  b l u e  a n d  p a c k  a  s w i f t  c u r r e n t .  W e  s a w  m a n y  “ c r e a t u r e s ”  a l s o
l o o k i n g  f o r  l a r g e  s a l m o n .  T h e  n e x t  d a y  a  s m a l l  b l a c k  b e a r  c a m e  i n t o  p r o x i m i t y  o f  m y
b r o t h e r .   T o  g e t  t h e  b e a r  a w a y ,  h e  s t a r t e d  t o  b e a t  o n  t h e  r o c k s .  W e  k n e w  t h e  m o t h e r
b e a r  w a s  n e a r b y ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  w i t h  b e a r  s p r a y  a n d  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f
p r o t e c t i o n .  B e a r s  a r e  p e c u l i a r ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  a t t a c k  u n l e s s  p r o v o k e d .  W e  w e r e  n o t
t h e r e  t o  p r o v o k e  t h e  b e a r s  b u t  t o  e n j o y  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  f a s c i n a t i n g  t r i p s  a v a i l a b l e  t o
u s .  

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  f i r s t  f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  w e r e ,  G a i l  M c G r a w ,  r e t i r e d  U S  A r m y ,  3 3
y e a r s ,  J e n n i f e r ;  s i b l i n g ,  h e r  s p o u s e  L l o y d  B y r d i e ,  2 1  y e a r s ,  r e t i r e d  A r m y ,  C a l v i n
N e w t o n ,  2 1  y e a r s  r e t i r e d  M a r i n e ,  M a r i l y n  N e w t o n ;  s i b l i n g ,  W y o m a  M o s e s ,  r e t i r e d  A r m y
2 5  y e a r s  ( h o l d i n g  t h e  l a r g e  f i s h  o n  t h e  c h a r t e r e d  b o a t )  J o h n n i e  J a c o b s ;  s i b l i n g ,
r e t i r e d  A i r  F o r c e ,  2 1  y e a r s ,  J o s h  J a c o b s ,  U S  A r m y  c o m b a t  s o l d i e r ,  J o h n i e  J a c o b s  J r ,
M e d i c  C o a s t  G u a r d ,  S a r a h  J a c o b s  G S 1 3 ,  U S  g o v e r n m e n t ,  D o t t i e  J a c o b s ,  r e t i r e d
t e a c h e r ,  M a r i l y n ,  3 0  y r s  D e p t  o f  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  i n  F l o r i d a ,  a n d  J e n n i f e r ,  R e t i r e d  A r m y
S p o u s e .  W e  d o  p l a n  t o  h a v e  m o r e  a d v e n t u r o u s  t r i p s  a s  a  f a m i l y ,  e x t e n d i n g  o u r  l e g a c y
t h r o u g h  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  J o h n n i e  a n d  E m m a  J a c o b s .  

M a n y  w a t c h e d  a s  w e  r u s h e d  t o  o u r  c h a r t e r  b o a t ,  w i t h  o n e  p e r s o n  s a y i n g ,  “ y o u  m u s t
b e  i m p o r t a n t , ”  I  a s k  w h y  a n d  m y  r e p l y  w a s ,  “ w e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  w e  b e l o n g  t o  J e s u s ! ”
W e  a l l  m a d e  i t  t o  A l a s k a ,  t r a v e l e d  m a n y  m i l e s  o n  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  m a d e  i t  b a c k  h o m e ,
s a f e l y .   T h e  c a p t a i n  s a i d  w e  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  t o  c h a r t e r  a  b o a t  t o
f i s h .  

W h a t  a n  a d v e n t u r e ! !

An              of a LIFETIME Adventu
re

Adventu
re

Adventu
re

We boarded planes from different states to embark on
a once in lifetime adventure. Ten of my family
members saved and traveled to Alaska for an eleven-
day fishing trip. We made many preparations before
the trip, from buying Alaskan fishing and hunting
licenses, renting an Airbnb home, getting
transportation, the right equipment for the freezing
water, learning fishing sites and securing space on a
chartered boat to catch large halibut fish in the
Alaskan freezing waters. The trip was amazing!





 
Have you ever wondered why we celebrate the Nativity.

And the reason surrounding all its activity.
In a time when the world was in darkness and turmoil from the Romans.

God set forth a plan for us to show His goodness toward man.

In a distant land so very far away.
God sent the angel Gabriel with a message to say.

Gabriel appeared to the virgin Mary and Joseph because they were the chosen
ones.

To raise God's most precious Son.

Out of the town of Nazareth God selected Joseph and Mary.
Mary would be the bearer of God's Son to carry.

Born of a virgin Jesus had to be pure.
 Because of the pain and suffering He would later endure.

Jesus had to be fully God and fully human.
Through Him would come a new revolution.

When Jesus came everything changed.
And nothing would remaim the same.

God's love from Heaven came down. 
To fill the earth all around.

Jesus came to give us hope and peace.
From the mighty to the least.

Shepherds were the least of all.
And went forth rejoicing to spread the good news

Throughout the city unto all of the Jews.
Wisemen also came from lands afar.

They came to worship after following his star.

Bethlehem was chosen for Mary to lay Jesus head.
Because Bethlehem means house of bread.

Jesus is the bread of life.
Sent by God for the salvation of all of our lives.

During Christmas have some time set aside.
Or even before Christmas day even arrives.

Remember the Nativity's actual reason.
And why we celebrate Jesus all year and even before the Christmas season.

By: Angela Phillips

W H Y  W E  C E L E B R A T EW H Y  W E  C E L E B R A T E                 
T H E  N A T I V I T YT H E  N A T I V I T Y

O Come Let Us Adore Him Luke 2:15-18



T h i s  s p e c i f i c  h o l y  d a y  i n s t i t u t e d  i n t o  t h i s  G o d  g i v e n  l i f e .
C e l e b r a t e d  b y  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  G o d ,  t h e  M a s t e r ’ s  v i r g i n  w i f e .
H o n o r e d  a n d  p r a i s e d  b y  a l l  w h o  k n o w  i t  w a s  G o d ’ s  h o l y  p l a n .
R e s t o r i n g  H i s  i m a g e  t o  H i m s e l f  a s  i n t e n d e d  c a l l e d  ‘ m a n . ’
U s i n g  t h e  v i r g i n  M a r y  w h o  w a s  n o t  m a r r i e d .
O v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  H o l y  O n e  s h e  c a r r i e d .
T h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  n i g h t  o u r  S a v i o r  J e s u s  w a s  b o r n  a s  a  n e w b o r n  m a n c h i l d .
T h e  p e r f e c t  r e m e d y  f o r  o u r  s a l v a t i o n ,  s o  p e r f e c t  m e e k  a n d  s o  m i l d
S o m e o n e  c h o s e  t h e  n a m e  f o r  t h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r ,  m a g n i f i c e n t  a d v e n t .
J e s u s  o u r  S a v i o r  t h e  C h r i s t  m e a n i n g  a n o i n t e d  O n e  w a s  s e n t .
L e t  o u r  l i p s  r e p e a t  a s  t h e  a n g e l s  d i d  o f  t h a t  h e a v e n l y  t h e m e  a n d  n e v e r
c e a s e .
“ G l o r y  t o  G o d  i n  t h e  H i g h e s t  a n d  o n  E a r t h ,  G o o d w i l l  a n d  P e a c e . ”
M a s s  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  f o r m u l a  f o r  d i s m i s s i n g  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,
M e a n i n g  ‘ g o ,  i t  i s  t h e  s e n d i n g ’  r e m i n d s  m e  o f  t h e  G r e a t  C o m m i s s i o n  i n
M a t t h e w  c h a p t e r  t w e n t y - e i g h t .
T h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  p l a n  o f  o u r  s a l v a t i o n  b y  J e s u s  w a s  e x c e e d i n g l y  G r e a t !
M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  … l e t  G o d ’ s  S p i r i t  o f  m e r c y  a n d  g r a c e .
S u r r o u n d  e a c h  n a t i o n  H e  c r e a t e d  l o o k i n g  f u l l y  i n  J e s u s ’  f a c e .
 
J e s u s  i s  L O R D !  A m e n                         

The
Christ in
Christmas 

B Y  B E T T Y  S M I T H

O Come Let Us Adore Him Luke 2:15-18



T h e  I n d e s c r i b a b l e  H e a r t  o f  G o d
B y :  L o r r a i n e  ( L  W )  S m i t h
 
I  r e a d  a n d  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  Y o u  i n  Y o u r  W o r d ,
Y e t ,  m y  m i n d  c a n n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  Y o u r  m a g n i f i c e n t  g l o r y .
W h o  c a n  t e l l  Y o u r  s t o r y ?
F o r  Y o u  a r e  t h e  A n c i e n t  o f  D a y s
W i t h  u n i m a g i n a b l e  w a y s .
L i k e  n o  o n e  e l s e  I  h a v e  e v e r  k n o w n ,
Y o u  a r e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  f r o m  Y o u r  h e a v e n l y  t h r o n e .
I n  S p i r i t  a n d  t r u t h ,  
Y o u  g i v e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  l o v e  t o  Y o u r  c r e a t i o n .
W i t h  a  r o d  o f  i r o n ,  Y o u  r u l e  t h e  n a t i o n s .
Y o u  a r e  G o d ,  W h o  i s  t r u e  t o  S e l f ,  
F o r  Y o u  s h o w  u s  m e r c y  w i t h i n  Y o u r  w r a t h .
H o l y ,  h o l y ,  h o l y ,  a r e  Y o u  L o r d  o f  H o s t s ,  
F a t h e r ,  Y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  u s  Y o u r  l o v e  t h e  m o s t .  
A s  Y o u  f o r g a v e  b y  g i v i n g  u s  Y o u r  v e r y  b e s t ,
Y o u  c o n t i n u e  t o  l o v e  t h o s e  w h o  f a i l  e v e r y  t e s t .
L o r d ,  I  t h a n k  Y o u  f o r  Y o u r  t e n d e r  h e a r t  a n d  s p e c i a l  l o v e ,  
W h i c h  h a s  b e e n  t r u s t w o r t h y  t o  m e  
T h r o u g h  a l l  m y  t r o u b l e s  a n d  m i s e r i e s .
A s  I  c r i e d  m a n y  t e a r s  Y o u  w e r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h e r e  f o r  m e
T h e  o n l y  T r u e  F r i e n d  m y  e y e s  c o u l d  s e e .
T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  h a s  p o u r e d  Y o u r  l o v e  i n t o  m y  h e a r t ,  
S o  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  b e a r  t o  l i v e  a p a r t ,  
N o r  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  Y o u  a n d  Y o u r  l o v e .
P l e a s e  f o r g i v e  m e  f o r  t h e  m a n y  t i m e s  
I  s i n n e d  a n d  b r o k e  Y o u r  h e a r t .
T h a n k  Y o u  L o r d  f o r  e v e r y  r e s c u e ,
F o r  e v e r y  b r a n d - n e w  s t a r t .
A M E N
 
©  2 0 1 8  l w s m i t h p r o d u c t i o n s
L W S m i t h  P r o d u c t i o n s



Library
SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST
CHURCH

Library hours:
Mondays: 6-7PM 
Thursday mornings: 10AM-12PM
Sundays for 30 minutes after
service

Visit us to check out these and many other exciting books.

Peace on Earth/Mary Engelbreit. A
Christmas Collection of Stories and
Poems  
J 808.803 Engel

We Sing for Christmas/Pamela
Conn Beall. If you want to go
Caroling, this book may be for you. 

A Fruitcake Christmas DVD. Christmas
is not only about presents, treats, or
even Fruitcake. The real meaning of
Christmas is God’s greatest gift of all-
the birth of His Son, Jesus Christ 

Children’s Christmas

Classics DVD-contains 4

stories with over 3 hours of

entertainment.

A. Joseph and the Coat of

Many Colors.

B. Silent Night

C. The Little Drummer Boy

D. Hans and the silver

skates

The Twelve Dogs of Christmas DVD. Emma has tobring
together schoolmates, grown-ups and a whole bunch
of adorable dogs in a spectacular holiday pageant.
ADULT DVDS for CHRISTMAS
The Hallmark Channel has lots of Christmas movies.
Our library has a few also. Enjoy one of these during
the holiday.
Christmas Everlasting DVD. Forgotten wishes can
become second chances.
Kinkade’s Christmas Cottage DVD Thomas. Thomas
Kinkade and his brother return for Christmas to
discover that their kind mother is about to lose their
cottage home.
Christmas Hope DVD. When lives collide during
Christmastime, hope offers the ultimate gift of healing.
Christmas for a Dollar DVD. The most meaningful gifts
come from the heart ( inspired by a true story)
Christmas Oranges DVD. See what happens to Baby
Rose when she becomes an orphan.

BOOKS AND DVDS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

BOOK FOR ADULTS

Because of Bethlehem/Max Lucado.  A remarkable gift can
arrive in an unremarkable package. 263.915 Luc

The Heart of Christmas/Max Lucado.  Christmas messages
from well-known pastors of the Gospel.
232.92 Luc



.
A s  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f
e d u c a t i o n ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e
i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  o p t i o n s  f o r
o u r  B l a c k  c h i l d r e n .  A  q u o t e
f r o m  D a n i e l  J .  B o o r s t i n  s t a t e s ,
“ E d u c a t i o n  i s  l e a r n i n g  w h a t
y o u  d i d n ’ t  e v e n  k n o w  y o u
d i d n ’ t  k n o w ” .

O Come Let Us Adore Him
Luke 2:15-18

after that the amount will be increased by
$15,000,000 up until 2031.

If you or someone you know is interested
in pursuing this path for a child, please
contact Deacon Anthony Jenkins (919)
737-4648 or Brother Ben Johnson (602)
559-8751.
 
Springfield supports education as a whole
and our actions for public schools are
shown in support of East Garner Middle
School as our adopted school. However,
there is not one size that fits all for K-12
students and parents, just like it’s not for
college.

For those who want to address the
financial impact of our public schools
please familiarize yourselves with North
Carolina's Leandro case. It is a decades-old
education case alleging that children
were not receiving an adequate public-
school education, as required by the state
constitution. 

After multiple judges, several trips to the
state supreme court, a 300-page report on
how to improve school conditions,
Democratic and later Republican
controlled legislatures that failed to act,
not to mention an untold number of court
filings — the case remains open and
unfinished. As a result, $1.7 billion that was
ordered to be disbursed for the first two
years of the plan has not been released.
The total amount at stake is $5.6 billion
and the State of North Carolina has a
state surplus of $6 billion. 

What can we do? Pray and get to know
the elected officials who are blocking the
flow of these funds. They are likely the
same ones who approved the funding for
the Opportunity Scholarships.

After getting to know the officials, if you
don’t like what they stand for, work on a
strategy to replace them.

EEM & PAC News
IN 2024 & BEYOND

Knowledge is POWER

9

Lack of knowledge is the state or fact of not
having enough information, education, or
awareness about something. Hosea 4:6
states “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge: because thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou
shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast
forgotten the law of thy God, I will also
forget thy children.”

When we have knowledge, we are no
longer subject to selfish agendas and can
make well informed decisions that are not
controlled by emotions.

In an effort to inform parents about school
choice options, members of the Economic
Empowerment, and Political Action
ministries are collaborating to provide
information that will empower them with
the knowledge, tools and support needed
to make well informed decisions for their
children.

The North Carolina Opportunity
Scholarship aims to empower the
upcoming generations of North Carolina
through access to options that previously
may not have been available. Since 2014
the program has been providing private
school vouchers to K-12 students. Families
can use these school vouchers to pay for
tuition, transportation, equipment, and
other necessary private school expenses.
The funds that will be available in the next
two fiscal years are:
2024-2025 $191,540,000
2025-2026 $415,540,000

 “ E D U C A T I O N
I S  L E A R N I N G

W H A T  Y O U
D I D N ’ T  E V E N

K N O W  Y O U
D I D N ’ T
K N O W ”

D A N I E L  J .
B O O R S T I N  

SCHOOL CHOICE OPTIONS 



CELEBRATING GOD’S
GREATEST GIFT

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL CHILDREN@SPRINGFIELDBAPTISTCHURCH.COM

SBC Children’s Celebrating God’s Greatest Gifts 
The Children’s ministry has continued to share the good news of Christ in ways that children can not only can relate to, but have fun while learning. 

On Saturday December 2nd during our scheduled Saturday fellowship we had a birthday celebration for Jesus. We all know the excitement & joy that
having a party brings. We sung Christmas carols and made wreaths during arts and crafts. We made gifts and cards for our Sick n’ Shut-In members.
We even got to play musical chairs and of course there was cake. A good time was had, but we did not leave without sharing the most important gift
we all have…Jesus! We read the story of his birth and discussed what it meant and it’s importance. While the world will tell our children with all the
focus they put on toys and Santa what this season is about, our children will know Jesus being born into this world is what Christmas is truly about. 



CELEBRATING GOD’S
GREATEST GIFT

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR EMAIL CHILDREN@SPRINGFIELDBAPTISTCHURCH.COM

The Children Ministry’s mission is: 
1-Continue Striving for the salvation of the children

2- Using Bible lessons & stories that point to the Gospel of Jesus Christ to give children more in- depth view of God’s redemption plan for our lives.
3- The children will get an understanding of who we are in Christ and how we can always be ready to face any situation.

We need your support in bringing your children so we can continue to spread the Gospel to the world. 

And if you are interested in being a part of teaching our children or have ideas feel free to share. You truly will be blessed beyond belief. 

How the SBC Children Celebrated

God’s Greatest Gifts 

The Christian Christmas Tree 

Cards for the Sick n’ Shut In

Christmas Carols

Cupcakes & Gifts

Musical Chairs
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H e r e ' s  w h a t  y o u  w i l l  n e e d :  
1  l a r g e  s o u p  p o t
I n g r e d i e n t s :
1  l a r g e  p a c k  o f  s m o k e  o r  s p i c y  s a u s a g e  ( s l i c e d )
1 0  t o  1 5  d r u m m e t t e s  
4  s m o k e  t u r k e y  n e c k s
6  c l e a n e d  ( b o i l e d )  c r a b s  b r o k e n  i n  t w o  ( I  g e t  t h e  b l u e  c r a b s  f r o m
E a r p s )  ( o p t i o n a l )
4 0  t o  5 0  p a c k  r a w ,  p e e l e d  a n d  t a i l  o f f  s h r i m p  ( o p t i o n a l )
1  l a r g e  o n i o n  ( f i n e l y  c h o p p e d )
1  c e l e r y  s t a l k  ( f i n e l y  c h o p p e d )
1  p k  o f  g r e e n  o n i o n  ( f i n e l y  c h o p p e d )
6  d r i e d  b a y  l e a v e s  
1  l a r g e  g r e e n  b e l l  p e p p e r  ( f i n e l y  c h o p p e d )
1  l a r g e  r e d  b e l l  p e p p e r  ( f i n e l y  c h o p p e d )
S a l t  o r  T o n y ' s  s e a s o n i n g  o r  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  c r e o l e  s e a s o n i n g  ( u s e
a s  d e s i r e d )
P e p p e r  ( u s e  a s  d e s i r e d )
T h y m e  ( u s e  a s  d e s i r e d )
G u m b o  F i l e ’
R o u x  o r  6  p k s  o f  B r o w n  g r a v y  ( p r e p a r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a c k a g e )  

R o u x  o r  6  p k s  o f  B r o w n  g r a v y  ( p r e p a r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a c k a g e )  
S a u t e  s a u s a g e ,  c h i c k e n ,  t u r k e y  n e c k s ,  o n i o n ,  g r e e n  o n i o n ,  b e l l
p e p p e r s  a n d  b a y  l e a v e s  i n  a  l a r g e  p o t ;  s t i r r i n g  a l l  i n g r e d i e n t s
u n t i l  t h e  m e a t  b e g i n s  t o  b r o w n ,  r o u g h l y  3 0  m i n u t e s .  

1 .

A d d  t h e  r o u x  o r  6  p k  g r a v y  m i x t u r e  ( m i x  a s  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  p a c k )
i n t o  t h e  p o t .  F i l l  t h e  p o t  w i t h  w a t e r ,  a b o u t  a  q u a r t e r  o r  4 t h  o f
a n  i n c h  f r o m  t h e  t o p .  A d d  d e s i r e d  a m o u n t  o f  T o n y ' s  s e a s o n i n g
a n d  b o i l  f o r  a n o t h e r  3 0  m i n u t e s .  

2 .

A d d  s h r i m p ,  c r a b  a n d  T h y m e  ( d e s i r e d  a m o u n t )  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o
b o i l .  L i g h t l y  s p r i n k l e  t h e  F i l e '  o v e r  t h e  t o p  ( s p r i n k l e ,  s p r i n k l e ,
s p r i n k l e ,  b e c a u s e  F i l e '  i s  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e  G U M B O  t a s t e  l i k e
G u m b o  b u t  i t  c a n  b e c o m e  v e r y  t h i c k  a n d  m u s h y  i f  y o u  p u t  t o o
m u c h  i n  t h e  p o t .  

3 .

C o o k / B o i l  f o r  a b o u t  3 0  m i n u t e s  t o  a n  h o u r .  R e m o v e  f r o m  t h e
s t o v e  a n d  l e t  s i t  f o r  1 5  t o  2 0  m i n u t e s  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  p l a c e  i n
t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r  I F  y o u  u s e  S H R I M P  a n d  C r a b .  I f  y o u  e x c l u d e
t h e  s e a f o o d ,  y o u  c a n  l e a v e  t h e  p o t  o n  t h e  s t o v e  u n t i l  i t  c o o l s
o f f  a n d  t h e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t o r .  

4 .

L e t  s i t  o v e r n i g h t  a n d  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  c o o k  a  p o t  o f  j a s m i n e  o r  l o n g
g r a i n  r i c e .  D o  n o t  h e a t  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  p o t  u n l e s s  y o u  p l a n  t o  e a t  i t .
I  s u g g e s t  o n l y  h e a t i n g  u p  w h a t  y o u  p l a n  t o  e a t ,  a n d  e n j o y !  D o n ' t
f o r g e t  t h e  P o t a t o  S a l a d .  Y e s ,  w e  e a t  a  s p o o n  o f  p o t a t o
s a l a d , a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  g u m b o  a n d  r i c e  i n  a  b o w l .   

New Orleans  Seafood & Chicken Gumbo! 

This gumbo recipe has  been  in  our family for years .
This  is  not  " soup "  as  my husband called i t  when I

first  introduced h im to  th is  famous well  known
family cuis ine .  Gumbo is  a  bowl of  creole  love  and is

typically paired with  homemade potato  salad .  You can
ditch  the  shrimp and crabs ,  which  makes Chicken and

Sausage Gumbo!  Submitted by Sharon  Clarke

Enjoy



M O R E  T H A N  2 0 0 0  Y E A R S  A G O ,  T H E R E  L I V E D  A
Y O U N G  W O M A N  N A M E D  MARY .  S H E  W A S

P R E P A R I N G  T O  B E  M A R R I E D  T O  A  M A N  N A M E D
JOSEPH .  O N E  D A Y ,  A N  ANGEL  A P P E A R E D  T O

M A R Y  A N D  S A I D ,  “ L I S T E N !  Y O U  W I L L  S O O N  H A V E  A
S O N ,  A N D  Y O U  W I L L  N A M E  H I M  JESUS .  T H E  B A B Y
W I L L  B E  H O L Y  A N D  W I L L  B E  C A L L E D  T H E  S O N  O F

G O D . ”
A R O U N D  T H E  T I M E  F O R  J E S U S  T O  B E  B O R N ,  T H E

R O M A N  R U L E R S  O R D E R E D  E V E R Y O N E  T O  R E T U R N
T O  T H E I R  H O M E T O W N  T O  B E  C O U N T E D .

J O S E P H  A N D  M A R Y  H A D  T O  T R A V E L  T O  T H E  T O W N
O F  B E E T H L E H E M .  W H E N  J O S E P H  A N D  M A R Y

A R R I V E D  A T  B E T H L E H E M ,  T H E  T O W N  W A S  V E R Y
C R O W D E D .  T H E Y  H A D  T O  S T A Y  W H E R E  A N I M A L S

W E R E  K E P T .  W H I L E  T H E Y  W E R E  T H E R E ,  B A B Y
J E S U S  W A S  B O R N .  M A R Y  W R A P P E D  H I M  W I T H

P I E C E S  O F  C L O T H  A N D  P L A C E D  H I M  I N  A
M A N G E R .  T H A T  N I G H T ,  I N  A  F I E L D  N E A R

B E T H L E H E M ,  S H E P H E R D S  W E R E  L O O K I N G  A F T E R
T H E I R  S H E E P .  A N  A N G E L  A P P E A R E D  T O  T H E M  A N D

S A I D ,  “ I  B R I N G  Y O U  G O O D  N E W S  O F  G R E A T  J O Y
F O R  A L L  P E O P L E .  T O D A Y  I N  B E T H L E H E M ,  A

S A V I O R  H A S  B E E N  B O R N .  H E  I S  C H R I S T  T H E
L O R D ! ”  T H E N  M A N Y  M O R E  A N G E L S  A P P E A R E D ,

P R A I S I N G  G O D  F O R  T H E  B I R T H  O F  J E S U S .
S O M E T I M E  L A T E R ,  W I S E  M E N  F R O M  T H E  E A S T
S A W  A  B R I G H T ,  N E W  S T A R  I N  T H E  S K Y .  T H E Y

K N E W  I T  W A S  A  S I G N  T H A T  A  G R E A T  K I N G  H A D
B E E N  B O R N .  T H E  W I S E  M E N  F O L L O W E D  T H E  S T A R

T O  L O O K  F O R  T H E  C H I L D .  W H E N  T H E Y  F O U N D
J E S U S ,  T H E Y  B O W E D  D O W N ,  W O R S H I P E D  H I M

A N D  G A V E  H I M  G I F T S .  T H I S  I S  T H E  T R U E  S T O R Y
O F  C H R I S T M A S .  C H R I S T M A S  I S  T H E  D A Y  W E

C E L E B R A T E  T H E  B I R T H  O F  J E S U S .

G O D  S E N T  H I S  S O N ,  J E S U S ,  T O  B E  B O R N  O N  E A R T H  B E C A U S E  H E  L O V E S
U S  V E R Y  M U C H .  F O R  G O D  L O V E D  T H E  W O R L D  S O  M U C H  T H A T  H E  G A V E

H I S  O N E  A N D  O N L Y  S O N ,  S O  T H A T  E V E R Y O N E  W H O  B E L I E V E S  I N  H I M
W I L L  N O T  P E R I S H  B U T  H A V E  E T E R N A L  L I F E .

J O H N  3 : 1 6

The True Story of
Christmas Word Search
Read the story below. Find and circle the words that are underlined.
The words can appear in any direction: horizontally, vertically, diagonally and
even backwards.

The True Story of Christmas 
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B a r e l y  E s c a p i n g  t h e  F l a m e s
A  S p o k e n  W o r d

B y  L o r r a i n e  ( L W )  S m i t h
 
D o n ’ t  s t o r e  u p  t r e a s u r e s  h e r e  o n  e a r t h ,  w h e r e  m o t h s  e a t  t h e m
a n d  r u s t  d e s t r o y s  t h e m ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h i e v e s  b r e a k  i n  a n d  s t e a l .
S t o r e  y o u r  t r e a s u r e s  i n  H e a v e n ,  w h e r e  m o t h s  a n d  r u s t  c a n n o t
d e s t r o y ,  a n d  t h i e v e s  d o  n o t  b r e a k  i n  a n d  s t e a l .  W h e r e v e r  y o u r
t r e a s u r e  i s ,  t h e r e  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  y o u r  h e a r t  w i l l  a l s o  b e .  M a t t h e w
6 : 1 9 - 2 1 .
 
F o r  n o  o n e  c a n  l a y  a n y  F o u n d a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  o n e  a l r e a d y  l a i d ,
w h i c h  i s  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I f  a n y o n e  b u i l d s  o n  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  u s i n g
g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  c o s t l y  s t o n e s ,  w o o d ,  h a y  o r  s t r a w ,  t h e i r  w o r k  w i l l  b e
s h o w n  f o r  w h a t  i t  i s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  D a y  w i l l  b r i n g  i t  t o  l i g h t .  I t  w i l l
b e  r e v e a l e d  w i t h  f i r e ,  a n d  t h e  f i r e  w i l l  t e s t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e a c h
p e r s o n ’ s  w o r k .  I f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t  s u r v i v e s ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  w i l l
r e c e i v e  a  r e w a r d .  I f  i t  i s  b u r n e d  u p ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  w i l l  s u f f e r  l o s s ,
b u t ,  y e t  w i l l  b e  s a v e d — e v e n  t h o u g h  o n l y  a s  o n e  e s c a p i n g  t h r o u g h
t h e  f l a m e s .  1  C o r i n t h i a n s  3 : 1 1 - 1 5 .
 
 
B a r e l y  E s c a p i n g  t h e  F l a m e s
L o n g  a g o  w h e n  I  w a s  a  J r .  M i s s i o n a r y ,  o n c e  a  m o n t h ,  t h e  c h u r c h
M i s s i o n  g r o u p  w o u l d  v i s i t  t h e  S i c k  a n d  S h u t - I n  a t  a  l o c a l  n u r s i n g
h o m e .  O n  m y  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  I  e n t e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s ’  r o o m s ,
w h o s e  n a m e  w a s  A g n e s ,  t o  g i v e  h e r  a  C a r e  P a c k a g e .  M i s s  A g n e s
h e l d  o n t o  m y  h a n d  t i g h t l y  a s  s h e  t h a n k e d  m e  f o r  c o m i n g  a n d
a s k e d  m e  t o  s i t  w i t h  h e r .
“ F o r  j u s t  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e , ”  s h e  p l e a d e d ,  “ a n d  i f  i t  i s  o k  w i t h  y o u ,  I
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t e l l  y o u  a  s t o r y  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  t o
m e  r e c e n t l y . ”  I  l o v e  a  g o o d  s t o r y  a n d  t h i s  w o m a n  h a d  a  w a y  a b o u t
h e r — I  c o u l d  s e e  G o d ’ s  f a v o r  u p o n  h e r  f a c e .  I  p u l l e d  u p  a  c h a i r  t o
l i s t e n .

“ O n e  n i g h t  I  f e l l  o f f  i n t o  a  d e e p  s l e e p , ”  t h e  o l d  l a d y  b e g a n .  I n  a
d r e a m ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  s t a n d i n g  i n  a  l o n g  l i n e  o f  p e o p l e  a n d  w e  a l l
w e r e  d r e s s e d  i n  b e a u t i f u l  w h i t e  c l o t h e s .  A n  A n g e l  s t o o d  b e h i n d  a
g o l d  p o d i u m  m a d e  o f  g l a s s — i t  w a s  s o  b e a u t i f u l — t h e  p o d i u m  h a d  a
l a r g e  b o o k  o n  i t .  T h e r e  w e r e  w o r d s  w r i t t e n  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e
p o d i u m  i n  g o l d  l e t t e r s  t h a t  s a i d ,  “ T H E  B O O K  O F  L I F E . ”  W h e n  I
s t e p p e d  u p  t o  t h e  p o d i u m ,  t h e  A n g e l  f l i p p e d  t h e  p a g e s  b a c k  a n d
f o r w a r d .

H e  l o o k e d  c o n f u s e d  a n d  a s k e d  m e ,  “ W h a t  i s  y o u r  n a m e ? ”  
 
W o r r i e d ,  I  g a v e  t h e  A n g e l  m y  n a m e .  “ A a h  A g n e s , ”  h e  r e p l i e d  a n d
s t a r t e d  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  b i g  b o o k .  
 
“ H e r e  y o u  a r e . ”
 



I  w o n d e r e d  w h y  m y  n a m e  w a s  i n  t h e  b a c k  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o o k  o f  L i f e
b e c a u s e  i t  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  “ A . ”   
 
“ P l e a s e  s t e p  f o r w a r d  a n d  r e c e i v e  Y o u r  W o r k s , ”  t h e  A n g e l  s a i d .  
 
“ M y  w h a t ? ”   I  a s k e d ,  b u t  I  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  u s h e r e d  f o r w a r d  t o
a n o t h e r  A n g e l  w h o  e x t e n d e d  a  t i n y  w o o d e n  b o x  t o  m e  w i t h  t h e
w o r d s ,  “ Y o u r  W o r k s ”  s c r a w l e d  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  i t .  
 
I  n o t i c e d  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a h e a d  o f  m e  h a d  m u c h  l a r g e r  b e a u t i f u l  b o x e s
m a d e  o f  g o l d ,  w i t h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  s t o n e s  a n d  j e w e l s  t h a t  g l i s t e n e d  i n
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b r i g h t  l i g h t .  T h e n  I  s a w  a  l a r g e  a l t a r  w i t h  w o r d s
w r i t t e n  i n  f l a m e s  a b o v e  i t ,  b u t  I  c o u l d n ’ t  m a k e  t h e m  o u t .  A s  I  g o t
c l o s e r ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e a d  t h e  w o r d s ,  w h i c h  s a i d :  “ I F  Y O U R  W O R K
S U R V I V E S  T H E  T E S T  O F  F I R E ,  Y O U  W I L L  R E C E I V E  A  R E W A R D ,  I F  N O T ,
Y O U  W I L L  S U F F E R  L O S S . ”  
 
I  l o o k e d  d o w n  a t  m y  s m a l l  w o o d e n  b o x  a n d  w o n d e r e d  h o w  i t  c o u l d
w i t h s t a n d  t h e  a l t a r  o f  f i r e .  S u d d e n l y  I  h e a r d  a  v o i c e  w h i s p e r ,  “ O n l y
w h a t  y o u  d i d  f o r  C h r i s t  w i l l  l a s t . ”   I  r e f l e c t e d  o n  w h a t  I  h a d  d o n e  f o r
J e s u s .  “ H m m ,  n o t  m u c h , ”  I  t h o u g h t .  W a i t ,  I  w e n t  o n  a  m i s s i o n  t r i p
w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a ;  t h a t  m u s t  b e  i n  t h i s  b o x .  T h e n  I
r e m e m b e r e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  s h a r e d  t h e  G o s p e l  w i t h  t h e
N a t i v e s ,  I  w e n t  s h o p p i n g  i n  t h e i r  m a r k e t p l a c e s  a n d  f o u n d  s o m e
g r e a t  b u y s  o n  h o m e m a d e  q u i l t s  a n d  a r t w o r k .  I  g u e s s  I  d i d n ’ t  g e t  t o
b r i n g  a n y  o f  t h o s e  n i c e  t h i n g s  w i t h  m e .  I  r e m e m b e r e d  a n o t h e r
m i s s i o n a r y  o u t i n g  I  d i d  w i t h  t h e  P r i s o n  M i n i s t r y — s u r e l y  t h a t  m u s t
c o u n t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g .  B u t  a  m e m o r y  r u s h e d  i n t o  m y  t h o u g h t s  o f  m e
s t a n d i n g  i n  a  c o r n e r  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  b e  t o u c h e d  b y  t h e
p r i s o n e r s ,  w h o  t h e  o t h e r  M i s s i o n a r i e s  o p e n l y  e m b r a c e d .  I  r e a l i z e d
t h a t  I  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  i n  m y  B o x  o f  W o r k s .  E v e n  w h e n  t h e
M i s s i o n  w e n t  o u t  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  t o  f e e d  t h e  H o m e l e s s ,  I  w a i t e d  i n  t h e  C h u r c h  v a n  a n d
l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  f a s h i o n  m a g a z i n e s  I  h a d  b r o u g h t  a l o n g  w i t h  m e .  
 
A s  t h e  l i n e  o f  B e l i e v e r s  m o v e d  f o r w a r d ,  I  s a w  a  m a n  p l a c e  h i s
b e a u t i f u l  g o l d  b o x  o n  t h e  a l t a r  a n d  i t  w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  e n g u l f e d  i n
m a g n i f i c e n t  f l a m e s  o f  m a n y  c o l o r s .  W h e n  t h e  f l a m e s  d i e d  d o w n  h i s
w o r k s  h a d  t u r n e d  i n t o  s h i n y  g o l d  r e f i n e d  b y  t h e  f i r e .  T h a t  m a n
s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  r e w a r d ,  a n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  g o l d  C r o w n
w i t h  j e w e l s  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  h i s  h e a d .  B y  t h e n  I  h a d  t o  k n o w  w h a t  w a s
i n s i d e  m y  b o x ,  s o  I  b a r e l y  o p e n e d  t h e  l i d  a n d  s a w  a  l u m p  o f  w o o d — I
w a n t e d  t o  c r y .  A  v o i c e  w h i s p e r e d ,  “ T h e r e  i s  n o  c r y i n g  i n  H e a v e n . ”  
 
W h e n  i t  w a s  m y  t u r n ,  I  s t e p p e d  u p  t o  t h e  a l t a r  a n d  h e l d  o n t o  m y
l i t t l e  b o x .  A n  A n g e l  s t a n d i n g  b y  n o t i c e d  m y  h e s i t a t i o n ,  t o o k  m y  b o x ,
a n d  p l a c e d  i t  o n  t h e  a l t a r .  I t  w a s  o v e r t a k e n  b y  f l a m e s  t h a t  q u i c k l y
d i e d  d o w n  t o  a  g r a y - l i k e  s m o k e  a n d  w h e n  t h e  s m o k e  c l e a r e d  o n l y
a s h e s  r e m a i n  o n  t h e  a l t a r — n o  r e w a r d  w a s  g i v e n  t o  m e .  S u d d e n l y  I
f e l t  r i n g s  o f  f i r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m e  a n d  I  b e g a n  t o  r u n  t o  e s c a p e  t h e
b u r n i n g  f l a m e s .  M y  b o d y  g o t  e x t r e m e l y  h o t  f r o m  t h e  h e a t ,  b u t  I  d i d
n o t  b u r n  u p .



N e x t ,  I  w a s  i n  a  l a r g e ,  b e a u t i f u l  r o o m ,  w h e r e  m a n y  p e o p l e  w i t h  c r o w n s
o n  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  s t o o d  b e f o r e  t h e  T h r o n e  o f  G o d ,  w i t h  J e s u s  s e a t e d  a t
H i s  r i g h t  h a n d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  m a s s i v e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e ,  w h o  s t o o d
b e f o r e  t h e  T h r o n e .  T h e  p e o p l e  s a n g  o u t ,  “ H o l y ,  H o l y ,  H o l y  L o r d  G o d
A l m i g h t y ,  w h i c h  w a s ,  a n d  i s  t o  c o m e . ”  P e o p l e  s t a r t e d  r e m o v i n g  t h e i r
C r o w n s  a n d  c a s t i n g  t h e m  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  J e s u s .  B u t  I  h a d  n o  c r o w n ,  n o
r e w a r d  t o  c a s t  a t  H i s  f e e t !  F o r  I  w a s  o n e  w h o  h a d  b a r e l y  e s c a p e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  f l a m e s .  I  a w o k e  f r o m  t h a t  d r e a m  a n d  f o u n d  m y s e l f  b a c k
h e r e  i n  m y  o w n  b e d  i n  t h i s  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  T e a r s  o f  s o r r o w  r o l l e d  d o w n
m y  c h e e k s  a n d  r e g r e t  f i l l e d  m y  h e a r t .  I  b o w e d  m y  c r o w n - l e s s  h e a d
a n d  p r a y e d ,  “ S p e a k  L o r d  f o r  Y o u r  s e r v a n t  i s  l i s t e n i n g . ”
 
J u s t  t h e n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  M i s s i o n a r i e s  k n o c k e d  a t  t h e  A g n e s ’  d o o r
a n d  s a i d  i t  w a s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  M i s s i o n  t o  l e a v e — t a l k  a b o u t  “ b a d  t i m i n g . ”
I  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  l e a v e  A g n e s  b e c a u s e  I  k n e w  s h e  h a d  n o t  f i n i s h e d  h e r
s t o r y  a n d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  h a d  n o t  d r i v e n  m y  o w n  c a r .

T h e  o l d  l a d y  p a t t e d  m y  h a n d  a n d  s a i d ,  “ N o w  m y  d e a r  y o u n g
m i s s i o n a r y ,  b e f o r e  I  l e t  y o u  g o ,  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  t h e  w o r k
t h a t  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  y o u  t o  d o ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a  C r o w n  t o  c a s t  a t
o u r  S a v i o r ’ s  f e e t  w h e n  y o u  s e e  H i m  i n  H e a v e n .  U n l i k e  m e ,  w h o  h a s  j u s t
s t a r t e d  t o  u s e  m y  r e m a i n i n g  s h o r t  t i m e  i n  t h i s  W o r l d  t o  s t o r e  u p
t r e a s u r e s  i n  H e a v e n . ”  
 
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h  w h e n  t h e  M i s s i o n  w e n t  b a c k  t o  t h a t  n u r s i n g
h o m e ,  I  i m m e d i a t e l y  w e n t  t o  M i s s  A g n e s ’  r o o m .  H e r  b e d  w a s  e m p t y
a n d  m a d e  u p .  I  a s k e d  a b o u t  h e r  a t  t h e  f r o n t  d e s k  a n d  I  w a s  t o l d  s h e
h a d  p a s s e d  a w a y  t h r e e  d a y s  e a r l i e r .  I  r e a l i z e d  I  h a d  j u s t  m i s s e d
s e e i n g  h e r  a g a i n — i f  o n l y  I  h a d  n o t  w a i t e d  a  w h o l e  m o n t h  t o  r e t u r n .  
T h e  r e c e p t i o n i s t  a s k e d ,  “ A r e  y o u  t h e  y o u n g  l a d y  w h o  v i s i t e d  w i t h  h e r
w h e n  y o u r  c h u r c h  w a s  h e r e  l a s t  m o n t h  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  S u n d a y ? ”

“ Y e s ,  y e s  I  a m ! ”  I  t o l d  h e r .
 
“ S h e  l e f t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  y o u , ”  t h e  r e c e p t i o n i s t  s a i d  a n d  h a n d e d  m e  a
b i g  y e l l o w  e n v e l o p e  w i t h  " T o  t h e  Y o u n g  M i s s i o n a r y "  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  i t .
I  o p e n e d  t h e  e n v e l o p e  a n d  i n s i d e  w a s  t h i s  w h i t e  l i n e n  w h i t e  c l o t h .  I t
l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  h e m  o f  a  g a r m e n t  s c o r c h e d  b y  f i r e .  
 
A  n o t e  w a s  e n c l o s e d ,  a n d  i t  s a i d :  D e a r  Y o u n g  M i s s i o n a r y ,  I  w a n t e d  t o
s h o w  y o u  t h i s  d u r i n g  o u r  v i s i t ,  b u t  w e  r a n  o u t  o f  t i m e .  I t  w a s  l y i n g
b e s i d e  m e  w h e n  I  a w o k e  f r o m  t h e  d r e a m  I  t o l d  y o u  a b o u t ,  a n d  i t  r e a d :
S t o r i n g  u p  T r e a s u r e s  i n  H e a v e n ,  s i g n e d  b y  A g n e s .
 
A t  t h a t  v e r y  m o m e n t  I  f e l t  i n  m y  s p i r i t  t h a t  h e r  t e s t i m o n y  w o u l d  b e a r
m u c h  f r u i t  i n  m y  l i f e .  S O  M U C H ,  t h a t  i n  H e a v e n  s h e  w i l l  h a v e  a  C r o w n
t o  c a s t  a t  J e s u s ’  f e e t .  A s  I  w a l k e d  b a c k  t o  m y  c a r ,  I  h e a r d  a  v o i c e
w h i s p e r i n g  i n  t h e  w i n d ,  “ O n l y  w h a t  y o u  d o  f o r  C h r i s t  w i l l  l a s t ;  o n l y
w h a t  y o u  d o  f o r  C h r i s t  w i l l  l a s t ;  o n l y  w h a t  y o u  d o  f o r  C h r i s t  w i l l  l a s t . ”
 
T H E  E N D
©  2 0 1 6  l w s m i t h p r o d u c t i o n s
L .  W .  S m i t h  P r o d u c t i o n  



Please use this page to write a letter to Our Greatest Gift, Jesus, for His birthday!

Dear Jesus,



Mckenna Clarissa

The SBC Newsletter Ministry wishes

you a.                                               and we

look forward to all the events,

happenings, celebrations that will

come in 2024.  We appreciate your

readership! 

Merry Christmas 

See You In 2024



Surely Goodness
Television Broadcast
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Monday:   8:00 PM
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WLFL —— CW22 

Monica Neal, Layout Editor

Betsy Bell

Carolyn Dobbin

Clarissa Fleming

Lakeisha Gresham

Mckenna Gresham

Isaac Jenkins

Johnny Moore

Jackie Ray

Tabitha Taylor

Gwendolyn Wade

Deacon Liaison - Derrick Leach

newsletter@springfieldbaptistchurch.com  

CHRISTMAS EDITION

SCN Staff 

O’Come Let Us Adore Him Luke 2:15-18 
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 Reverend Dr. Kevin D. Sturdivant 
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