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O count it indeed a blessing,

To be where you are on this day.

There was so much to do when you started,

You were led by The LORD all the way.

You were covered each day by His mercies,

His grace abounded you.

Without the help of Our Father,

There is nothing on earth you could do.

Just look at you now, so inspiring,

Many dreams fulfilled, there’s no doubt.

Your trust in The LORD is apparent,

Feel free to PRAISE Him and SHOUT!

For the joy of The LORD is your strength,

Confess it and let it be known.

As you journey through life in His likeness,

Let His Light within you be shown.

FOR THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH

To the Graduates

BY JOHNNY RAY MOORE
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KAIYA KEYES
Kaiya graduated from Wake Women’s Leadership Academy,

Raleigh, NC on May 23rd.  She will attend Hampton University
with a full-ride academic merit scholarship and major in Finance

with a minor in Mathematics.  Kaiya’s goal is to become a certified
Actuary.

I am most proud of: With a dual enrollment I've earned 47 credit
hours in high school toward my college degree, and earned a 4.39

weighted GPA.
Parents: Davon & Janelle Harris

MORGAN MCAULEY
Morgan graduated from Hillside High School, Durham, NC on June
12th.  Her plans are unknown at this time, but she is considering
attending a community college or the military.
Parent: Patricia McAuley

KELTON MONTAGUE JR
Kelton graduated from Wake Young Men’s Leadership Academy,

Raleigh, NC on May 23rd.  He plans to continue his education at
UNC Charlotte in Computer Science. 

I am most proud of graduating Cum Laude and being a member of
the National Honors Society

Parents: Kelton Montague and Ranae Tyler  
Grandparents:  Willie and Carolyn Montague

Cameron graduated from Southern Wake Academy, Holly Springs
NC on May 30th.  He will pursue a degree in Theatre Arts and
Nutrition starting at Wake Tech Community College and completing
this journey at a NC university. 
I am most proud of being on the A/B honor roll my senior year for
both my High school and Wake Tech courses. I participated in 3
school plays in my last 2 years of school, starred in various roles
allowing me to become more expressive, creative, and operate outside
my comfort zone. I achieved and maintained my 3rd Degree Black
Belt in Taekwondo. With losing a parent in my sophomore year, I
have tried to maintain focus and achieve goals in which my father
would be proud of. 
Parent: Rasheda Smith

CAMERON SMITH



JOSHUA STURDIVANT
Joshua graduated from Knightdale High School, Knightdale, NC on

May 22nd.  He will attend NC A&T in the fall majoring in
Environmental Studies. 

I am most proud of Graduating Cum Laude, and receiving my
Greenhand degree through FFA. 

Parents: Rev. Dr. Kevin Sturdivant and Rev. Tiffany Sturdivant 

ISAIAH SYKES
Isaiah graduated on June 13th, from South Garner High
School, Garner, NC.  He will attend University of North
Carolina at Pembroke and study Computer Science.
 I am most proud of breaking a track team school record and
making the A/B Honor roll.
Parents: Joe and Jade Sykes
Grandparents: Ted and Merl Wilmore

KATRINA TAYLOR
Katrina graduated on June 13, from South Garner High School,

Garner, NC.  She is going to North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical University to study Journalism and Mass

Communications (Multimedia Journalism) for a career as a
sports commentator

I am most proud of calling the Garner vs SG game, both basketball
and football with thousands of people in attendance. And I am

also most proud of getting A honor roll my senior year.
Parents: Gregg and Tabitha Taylor 

Blake graduated on June 6, from Garner Magnet High
School, Garner, NC.  She is applying to the nursing program
at Winston Salem State University to become an aesthetic
nurse, then a traveling nurse. 
I am most proud of having great parents who support all of
my efforts in life. I am proud of being in the International
Baccalaureate (IB) program in high school and having over
60 hours of community service hours and ending my school
year with A’s and B’s. I am also proud of working everyday
with the city of Raleigh as an after-school counselor.
Parents: Warren and Antonia Davis 

BLAKE WILLIAMS
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ELLEN WILLIAMS
Ellen graduated on January 24, from South Garner High School,

Garner, NC.  She plans to study Environmental Science at NC A&T
have a career in Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conservation.

I am most proud of graduating a semester early, ranked 2nd in my
class with a 4.5 GPA and being one of the first women tennis

players at my school to compete at the regional level. 
Parents: Elliott and Ashley Williams   
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During her high school career Ellen has had many
accomplishments as a student, athlete, and entrepreneur. We are
extremely honored that God has entrusted us with this special
jewel. As she prepares to continue to her journey at NC A&T in
the fall, we lean into Deuteronomy 31:8. The Lord has gone before
you, Ellen, and will be with you ALWAYS. There is no need to
fear. Love, Dad & Mom

Trey, as you cherish the fruits of
your hard work, I wish that

success keeps following you in
everything that you do. Today

and always… Congratulations and
Happy Graduation. We are so

proud of you!
Mama & Dad 

Grads

“Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will
establish your plans.”Proverbs 16:3 (NIV) 
Congratulations to all the recent graduates! Your
hard work and dedication have brought you to this
remarkable milestone. As you step into the next
exciting chapter of your life, remember that the
knowledge and experiences you have gained will
serve as a strong foundation for your future
endeavors. May your journey ahead be filled with
success, happiness, and endless opportunities.
The world is full of possibilities, and we cannot wait
to see the incredible things you will achieve. Here
is to your bright future!  
Springfield Baptist Church F & J Ministry
 

Congratulations
to all the recent
graduates! Your

hard work,
dedication, and

perseverance
have paid off. As

you step into this
new chapter, may

your future be
filled with

success,
happiness, and

endless
possibilities.

Celebrate your
achievements

and embrace the
journey ahead! 

Personnel
Ministry

Angel Olivia Mitchell has graduated, she had to overcome
many challenges and obstacles. Our granddaughter always

wanted to go to college, she applied 7 times to Elizabeth
City University and on the 8th times the faculty said yes.

In her interview, the faculty stated that she was
determined and they could not say no again. Angel entered

ECSU and in the process she lost her father, they were so
close and his home going she sang his favorite song. Oh

did she praise God for giving her a dad. Angel had a
difficult time going back to school. We prayed that God

would move in her life, giving clarity, direction and a
sound mine. God did what we asked and she went back to

school. It was most difficult but God carried her all the
way to finish line. Not only did she graduate, she

graduated with honors and we were so proud of her. She is
working as an intern at an attorney office. Her aspirations

is to transition to NCCU for law school. Not only will
God move but he’s never lost a battle, for He is able to

wipe every tear away. Her mother Clareas J Allen and her
grandparents (Donald & Wyoma Moses) are so proud of

how God continues to keep moving in her life. Thank you
Elizabeth City University for giving Angel a chance at a

college degree. Go Vikings!

Springfield Church family
has a new doctor!!  We are
so very proud of our son!

The Madujibeyas

On behalf of the children and extended family I would like to congratulate my wife, Lady T
and, my son, Josh on their accomplishments. Josh, we moved here when you were going to

the 8th grade and just as you were able to make friends and adjust to new surroundings,
COVID hit and presented you with a completely different set of challenges. Instead of

giving up, you adapted and excelled and now you are a cum laude high school graduate and
a scholarship-awarded incoming freshman at A&T. We are extremely proud. Tip, when you
graduated in May you put yourself on the back-burner so that Josh could be celebrated for
his milestone. I want you to know we love and celebrate you too for being a twice honored
Master scholar and a super dope mom and the most gifted person I know. Khara, Kris, the

extended family and I are very proud of you both. Continue to go with God!!!

The Newsletter Ministry is
so proud of your hardwork
and congradulate you all

on your accomploishments
and look forward to what
God is going to do next.



College Grads

Jordan Byrd

Jordan graduated on May 4, with a Bachelor of Arts from North Carolina
State University.  Her degree is in Science, Technology, and Society with
concentrations in biomedicine, biology, science communication. She is
most proud of graduating Cum Laude, being Queen In You President,
and Interdisciplinary Studies Ambassador.    Jordan’s future plans
include working for DHHS (public health)  and the General Baptist
Convention while applying to P.A. school. 

Elizabeth graduated from Indiana Wesleyan University, Marion,
IN with an Associate degree in Christian Ministries.  Her goal is
to serve the Lord all of her days. 

Robert graduated on May 11th, with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He is most proud of being 2x NCAA
Division I Scholar Athlete and being published in The American Society for
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics in 2022.  Robert’s future short
term plans are a 2-year Pharmacy Residency at UNC Medical Center and long-
term plans are Specialty Pharmacy Supply Chain Consulting
Parents: Robert and Lakeisha Gresham II

Elizabeth Ann Longo Galliti

Robert Gresham ||| 

Kayla graduated on May 10th, with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree and
Masters of Clinical Research from Campbell University.  She is most proud
of her Academy of Student Pharmacist Senior Award.  Kayla’s future plans
is to do her  PGY1 Compounding Pharmacy Residency. 
Parents: Roy, Sr. and Mara Garris

Kayla Garris



Angel Olivia Mitchell

Angel graduated from Elizabeth City State University, on May 4th, with a
Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice.  She is most proud of being a
member of the NC Honor Society.  Angel will now attend law school at
North Carolina Central University.
Parents: Mrs. Clareas Jacobs Allen and the Late Edward Mitchell
Grandparents: Mr. Donald and Mrs. Wyoma Moses

Mr. Madujibeya graduated from his hospital residency in Norfolk,
Virginia on June 22.  He will now be work in family medicine.
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Madujibeya

Dr. Madujibeya

College Grads

Jasmine graduated on May 4th, with a Masters of Social Work
(MSW) from North Carolina Central University.  She is most proud of
earning another degree.  Jasmine’s future plans include becoming
licensed.

Jasmine Jarrett

Taylor Johnson

Taylor graduated from University of North Carolina at Charlotte, on May
11th, with a Masters of Social Work (MSW).  She is most proud of
being inducted in Phi Kappa Phi.  Taylor now plans to get her PhD.



Xenia graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill on
May 11th, with a Bachelor of Arts in English and Comparative Literature
and Communications.  She is most proud of graduating Summa Cum
Laude and obtaining an internship with Macmillan Books (one of the top
5 publishing companies).  Xenia’s future plans are to work as an editor of
children’s books and become a published author.
Parents: Ian and Lisa Weakly

Xenia Weakly

Lady Tiffany Sturdivant graduated from Saint Joseph University on May
18th, with a Master of Science in Organizational Development and

Leadership degree.  She intends to use her degree to expand her reach at
Tiffany Sturdivant Coaching and Consulting to help support Human

Resource departments, clients, and companies through coaching,
training, and developing employees to reach their full potential and

achieve their dreams.

Lady Tiffany Sturdivant

College Grads

Feyth graduated from Liberty University on May 13th, with a Master of
Applied Psychology: Industrial/Organization Psychology.  She is most
proud of having a 3.3 GPA.  Feyth’s future plans are to start Creative
Consulting & provide career readiness resources.

Feyth Scott

Kathy graduated from St Augustine University on May 4th, with a
Bachelor of Science in Organizational Management.  She is most

proud of graduating Summa Cum Laude.  Kathy is currently
working at the Wake County Board of Elections.

Kathy Moses
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Crown Jewel
REVEREND ERIC L. WINBUSH

Rev. Eric L. Winbush
     Reverend Eric L. Winbush, born
and raised in Boston, Massachusetts,
husband, father and devoted man of
God who loves the Lord. He is the
second oldest of six children and
always referred to as his mother’s
“right-hand” because he was often
relied upon to take charge while his
parents went out to work. This led
him to become a “take charge”
person later on in life – both at home
and on the job. He worked several
jobs in various fields in Boston and
later he felt that Boston did not have
enough to offer him and in 1975
decided to move to New York City.
     He got a job working in a NYC
Police Department Training Program
and worked there
for several months after deciding
that was not the job for him.
     He took a job as a Counselor at
the Department of the Aging in
Harlem, NY where he assisted seniors
in program enrollment, health, and
recreational activities. He sometimes
prayed and counseled with the
seniors. They loved his jovial spirit
and the time he devoted to them. He
remained there for 11 years which
allowed him to develop his craft in
counseling and an enduring
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 relationship and rapport with
senior citizens. With his love for
sports as a young child and extra
time on his hands and as a form of
keeping in shape, he decided
to get involved in sports at the
local gym. It was then that he took
a liking to the sport of Boxing
which led him into becoming a
professional boxer (traveling
domestically and internationally).
He became ranked as the #3
contender in the world in the light-
heavy weight division. All of this
was done part-time while working
various jobs over the years.
     Reverend Winbush always loved
the Lord and his passion for
studying the Word and
spreading the Gospel drew him
closer to wanting to learn and
study more about God’s work.    
     During this time of working,
teaching, and training, he
attended church at the
invitation of a friend and co-
worker and went on to become a
member of the Brotherhood of the
Ethiopian Coptic Orthodox Church
in Harlem.  After a few years, he
was ordained in 1982 as an
Associate Minister and became
known in the boxing world of
sports as the “Bible-toting boxer”
because he would always have his
Bible and would quote a scripture
or encouraging word to others. It
was then that he felt there was
more in life for him to  experience
and accomplish on a spiritual level
and a career in boxing was never
his intention and was never meant
to be for him. He still loved the
sport but decided to start training
others and focusing on the
younger  generation. He then met
his wife Bernice and her daughter
Nicole and they were married in

 

1985. As he grew in the
ministry he came away from
the part-time professional
boxing and devoted more of his
time to ministry, drawing closer
to God and begin “fighting for
the Lord” – reaching souls
for Christ. He took a job
working as a Court Liaison for
the Department of Juvenile
Justice in Harlem, NY. He
worked there for several years
and then landed a job as
Warehouse Supervisor at Coca
Cola Bottling Company in
Queens, NY where he was
labeled “preacher-man” and
sometimes “coach”. He also
worked part time as an
assistant basketball coach at
Queensboro College in Queens,
NY and at the Police Athletic
League (“PAL”) for their youth
outreach program of Jamaica,
Queens. in 1987 Reverend
Winbush along with his wife
Bernice and daughter Nicole
discontinued their membership
at the Ethiopian Coptic
Orthodox Church and joined
the Baptist House of Prayer
under the leadership of
Reverend Henry V. Harrison. He
was licensed there as an
Associate Minister July 28, 1987.
With his love and passion for
the Lord, preaching, teaching
and spreading the gospel, he
attended numerous seminary
workshops and institutions on
Christian ministry and he and
his wife participated in prison
ministry at the Valhalla



Rev. Eric L. Winbush

Correction Facility in Valhalla, NY.
He attended the New York School
of the Bible and received a
certificate of completion in 1991.
On June 5, 1994, Reverend
Winbush was ordained by a
committee of clergy openly
professing his love for the Lord
and his continued commitment
to God to preach, teach and
spread the Word of God. During
his tenure at the Baptist House of
Prayer as Associate Minister,
he served in many other
capacities and as Catechizer in
the ordination service for five
newly appointed Deacons.

The joy of the Lord is my strength Nehemiah 8:10

     In January of 2019 Rev.
Winbush and his wife relocated
to Garner, NC after retiring
from
their jobs. After their 32 year
membership at the Baptist
House of Prayer in New York
City, they joined Springfield
Baptist Church in November of
2019.

Rev. Winbush is best known by
his favorite motto “God is and I
am… and I am because
He is” and his famous quote of
“things could better and things
could be worse….but I’m
thanking God for how things
are…. and how things aren’t.” He
is a man of God willing
to help out in any way he can,
whenever and wherever he can.
His favorite scripture is
Psalms 133 “Behold how good
and pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in
unity….”

Black History Among Us

w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o
t h e  u n r e s t  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ,
s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  t o w n s  i n  t h e
6 0 ' s .   M r s .  D o r o t h y  G r e e n
w a s  s o  t i c k l e d  t o  s e e  t h a t
s o m e o n e  s h e  k n e w  w a s  a  p a r t
o f  t h i s  b o o k  a n d  h i s t o r y .   A n d
y o u  c a n  f i n d  E l l e n  E v a n s
P h i l l i p s  o n  p a g e  2 6 4 .

M r s .  P h i l l i p s  i s  a  r e t i r e d  U . S .
A r m y .   M r s .  D o r o t h y  G r e e n
r e p o r t s  t h a t  M r s .  P h i l l i p s  w a s
a  n u r s e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .   A n d
t h a t  i s  h o w  t h e y  m e t  b e c a u s e
h e r  u n i t  u s e d  t o  g o  t o  M r s .
P h i l l i p s ’  u n i t  t o  g e t  t h e i r
y e a r l y  p h y s i c a l s .

“BRING OUR PRESIDENT OUT OF EXILE”

These two Dudley
High school

students,  Ellen
Evans (Phil l ips)

and Brenda Young
march in  protest  of

school  of f ic ia ls  who
would not  permit

Claude Barnes to
be chosen as
student  body

president  because
of  h is  pol i t ical

bel ief .  Courtesy,
Greensboro Record El l e n

E v a n s  
P h i l l i p s

Ellen Evans Phillips is a native of Greensboro, NC. The book,
“Civilities and Civil Rights- Greensboro, North Carolina and the

Black Struggle For Freedon”



Mavis Farrar celebrated her 91st birthday this year
and is still going strong. Who knew! Certainly her
diligent service with the SBC Missions food
distribution hasn’t given her age away. 
The last of twelve children born to Lawrence and
Maude Wray, Mavis was raised near Wake
Crossroads in Raleigh, NC. She has one remaining
sister who is age 93, Dorcas W. Robinson of Raleigh,
NC. She graduated from DuBois High School in Wake
Forest and received her Undergraduate and
Graduate degrees from Virginia Union University in
Richmond, VA. Mavis loves the Lord and dedicated
her life to Him at an early age.
After graduating from college, Mavis married her
college sweetheart, Andrew Farrar. They had one
daughter, Dr. Angela Farrar. Both have preceded her
heavenly home-going.
     Mavis remained in Virginia for more than 70 years
but she never disconnected from her North Carolina
family roots. She served as a public school Math
teacher and Counselor for over 50 years in Virginia.
She lived in Clarksville, Gretna, and Prince George,
VA. Mavis served in the church with a number of
ministries and most recently served at Zion Baptist
Church in Petersburg, VA. She has also served in
leadership positions with various community
organizations in Virginia and North Carolina. One of
her favorite scriptures that she tries to live by is
Colossians 3:16-17.
     By faith, Mavis moved back home to NC in 2020,
just before the pandemic peaked. She desired to
unite with a local church where she could continue
to 

Mrs. Mavis Farrar
“Even though Mrs. Mavis  can no longer

speak, she has the energy and the strength
of a 25 year old.” - Mrs. Dorothy Green

worship, serve and grow closer to God. She began
attending Springfield with her niece, Mary
Yarborough. Through Pastor Sturdivant’s teachings,
the Lord led her to join Springfield. In March of 2021,
she suffered a stroke that left her speech impaired;
however, it did not affect her mind nor her desire to
serve the Lord. She officially joined Springfield in July,
2022, and soon after found her place to work with the
SBC Missions food distribution. 
     Outside of church, Mavis enjoys reading, weekly
visits with family, sending cards of encouragement
and watching old westerns.

100 WOMEN
in Shades of Green

Congratulations Ladies!

PRESENTED BY HOWELL CHAPEL CHURCH
DAUGHTERS OF THE KINGDOM 

On March 17th,

Carolyn Dobbin and

Tia Evans, 2 of

Springfield’s own

were honored for

their contributions in

the community.

Tia Evans & Ashlyn Evans

Carolyn Dobbin & Family



RUDOLPH &RUDOLPH &
JEREKAJEREKA
BERRYBERRY

THEIR
FAVORITE
SONG IS,
“SOMETHING
ABOUT THE
NAME JESUS”
PART 1 AND 2.

Their favorite scripture is Psalms 100:1-5.

”Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.

Serve the LORD with gladness: Come before his

presence with singing. Know ye that the LORD he

is God: It is he that hath made us, and not we

ourselves; We are his people, and the sheep of

his pasture. Enter into his gates with

thanksgiving, And into his courts with praise: Be

thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the

LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; And his

truth endureth to all generations.“ 

Rudolph and Jereka Berry live in Clayton, NC. Rudolph also 

known as Rudy grew up in Baltimore, MD. Jereka is a native

 of Raleigh, NC. They have 10 children and 2 grandchildren. 

Rudy and Jereka received the Right Hand of Fellowship at Springfield

Baptist Church, July 23, 2023. It only took a few visits to realize that

Springfield was home. Their children Skylar and Aden have since

joined and are also active members. 

Rudy and Jereka serve in the Couples Ministry, Food Distribution

Ministry, and AJ Green Ministry. Rudy also serves in the Men’s

Ministry and Traffic Ministry. Jereka has served with the Women’s

Ministry and is a member of the Voices of Springfield.

Rudy is a tractor trailer operator and Jereka is a registered nurse.

They enjoy traveling, with their favorite destination being the beach.

While at home, Rudy has a love for working in the yard and Jereka

has a love for plants. They both delight in cooking and listening to

music.

CSICSI
CERTIFIEDCERTIFIED
SAINTSAINT
INTEREGATORINTEREGATOR



M A K I N G  D R E A M S  C O M E  T R U E
Keysheen Hinton

R E V .  S A N Y A  K I N G  S H A R E S  H E R  J O U R N E Y
A N D  I N T R O D U C E S  A  D I G N I T A R Y

It was truly an unforgettable event...

At a work event in April 2024, I had the unique opportunity to
share the stage with two elected officials and the company’s
president for North America. These dignitaries, US Department of
Energy (DOE) Secretary Jennifer Granholm and North Carolina
Governor Roy Cooper, visited our office against the backdrop of
the DOE unveiling its latest Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)
incentives. 

As part of the program, I was asked by Rich Voorberg, president,
Siemens Energy, North America, to share my professional
journey, which spans more than 19 years at the company. I
briefly spoke about the company’s growth from when I started
(small and entrepreneurial in my department) to where it is today
(about to break ground on its first US large power transformer
facility in Charlotte, NC). The event provided an opportunity to
showcase our job creation, including the Engineering Career
Acceleration Program (ECAP). ECAP is an 18-month rotational
program for early career engineers that I spearhead, in addition
to my other responsibilities. This speech also provided a
spotlight for what we’re doing, related to Inclusion and Diversity,
for which I am also a global lead. 

It was great to share my story amongst my colleagues,
dignitaries and the press. But what I was most thrilled about was
introducing the US DOE Secretary Jennifer Granholm. Having
followed her career for some time, I was pleased to meet her in
person and invite her up to the stage. She whispered positive
words in my ears as she hugged me, being elated at my
introduction. She also joked to Rich, that I was coming for his job!
We all laughed. It was truly an unforgettable event and a
highlight of my career. 

Hey  there! I’m Keysheen, your go-to guide
in the exciting world of real estate.  I am a
dedicated and a passionate realtor at
Keller Williams Elite Realty in North
Carolina, with a passion for properties and
a knack for making dreams come true. 



And a Child Shall Lead Them

Madison is 9 years old.  She is a rising 4th
grader at Bugg Elementary.

Parents: Monique Neal; Paul Battle
Grandparents: Chris and Paulette Battle
Monica Watson; Tommy Neal Jr

Who is God to you?
Someone I can trust and won’t hurt me if I do
something wrong.

Why is having a relationship with Him important?
Because I want to go to heaven, and I want
Him to be proud of me for trusting Him.

How do you show others your love for God? 
I talk about Him to others.

Do you have a﻿ favorite scripture? If so, what is it
and why?

No, I don’t have one yet.

Madison Claire Neal

Small But Mighty



M y  s e m e s t e r
i n  J a p a n

Xenia Weakly, pictured in Akihabara, Japan, learned through
her study abroad experience that it is “all the more essential
for us to learn about those who are different from ourselves.”
(photo courtesy of Xenia Weakly)

I've been a member of the Springfield Baptist
church for many years now. The Lord has
blessed me in so many ways during my
undergraduate career at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. One of which
was being able to study abroad in Nagoya,
Japan for the fall 2023 semester. I was
approached by the Carolina Arts and
Sciences Magazine to write an article about
my experience and thought I'd share it with
my Springfield family as well. You all have
always been so supportive of me! I'd also like
to give a special shout-out to the scholarship
ministry who has blessed me time and time
again, with their kindness and generosity.
Thank you for your financial assistance and
unwavering support which has enabled be to
seek out opportunities like this one. Thank
you to everyone who sent their love while I
was abroad. And thank you to my parents Ian
Weakly and Lisa LeVert Weakly who are
always there for me. To God be the glory and
thank you Springfield!

W h e n  I  t o l d  m y  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  I  w a s  s t u d y i n g  a b r o a d  i n  A s i a ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  w a s
o f t e n  “ w h y ? ”  I t  w a s  s o  f a r  a w a y  a n d  f o r e i g n  t h a t  i t  s e e m e d  s t r a n g e  f o r  m e ,  a  B l a c k  g i r l
f r o m  t h e  t i n y  t o w n  o f  C l a y t o n ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  t o  w a n t  t o  t r a v e l  t h e r e .

I  h a d  n o  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  A s i a .  I  w a s  s i m p l y  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e  c u l t u r e  a n d
c u s t o m s  o f  J a p a n .

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS MY STRENGTH NEHEMIAH 8:10

X e n i a
W e a k l y
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I  c e r t a i n l y  g o t  m y  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  c u l t u r a l  e x p o s u r e  w h i l e  a b r o a d .  T h e  t r a i n s  w e r e  a s  f a s t  a s  t h e y
w e r e  p u n c t u a l .  T h e  f o o d  w a s  a s  d e l i c i o u s  a s  i t  w a s  i n e x p e n s i v e .  F u n  w a s  e v e r y w h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e :
K a r a o k e ,  a r c a d e s ,  t e m p l e s ,  t h e m e d  c a f e s ,  a m u s e m e n t  p a r k s .  T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  a s p e c t s  t h a t
a d m i t t e d l y  t o o k  s o m e  a d j u s t m e n t .  F o r  s u c h  a  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  a d v a n c e d  c o u n t r y ,  J a p a n  s u r e  l o v e s
i t s  p a p e r w o r k .  P o l i t i c a l  t a l k  s u d d e n l y  b e c a m e  t a b o o .

E x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  w e r e  h i g h ,  a n d  I  m i s s e d  t h e  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n  o f  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i n
A m e r i c a .

M y  b i g g e s t  h e l p  i n  n a v i g a t i n g  t h i s  u n f a m i l i a r  t e r r i t o r y ?  T h e  J a p a n e s e  p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s .

A l t h o u g h  o f t e n  p r i v a t e ,  t h e y  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  t h o u g h t f u l ,  c o n s i d e r a t e  a n d  h o s p i t a b l e .  W h i l e
s t u d y i n g  a t  N a n z a n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  N a g o y a  ( a  m o d e s t  c i t y  c l o s e  t o  K y o t o  a n d  O s a k a ) ,  I  t o o k  a
J a p a n e s e  c u l t u r e  c l a s s .  M y  s e n s e i ( t e a c h e r )  s h e d  l i g h t  o n  k e y  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  I
s t r u g g l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .

D u r i n g  a  l e c t u r e ,  s h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  J a p a n ’ s  h i g h  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  l i m i t e d  l a n d  m a s s  m e a n t  t h a t
e m p a t h y  b e c a m e  a  c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e .  F r o m  c h i l d h o o d ,  J a p a n e s e  c i t i z e n s  a r e  r a i s e d  t o  a l w a y s  b e
c o n s i d e r a t e  —  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  c a u s e  t h e  l e a s t  a m o u n t  o f  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  f o r  b o t h
p e o p l e .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  f o r  u n s p o k e n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  m u t u a l  c o n n e c t i o n  a n d  s m o o t h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
A  r e f l e x i v e  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  o t h e r s .

I  w a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  m y  J a p a n e s e  p e e r s  a n d  h o w  d i f f e r e n t  t h e y  w e r e
f r o m  w h a t  I  w a s  u s e d  t o .  B e f o r e  I  w e n t  a b r o a d ,  I  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  o f  m y s e l f  a s  m u c h  o f  a n  A m e r i c a n .
S u r e ,  I  w a s  a  c i t i z e n ,  b u t  I  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  b e  b o r n  h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  m y  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  b e c a m e
q u i t e  c l e a r  w h e n  p u t  i n t o  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  o t h e r s .  I  w a s  a  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n ,  d e s c e n d a n t  o f
J a m a i c a n  a n c e s t o r s .  T h e  w a y  I  t h o u g h t ,  t a l k e d  a n d  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  w a s  f a r  f r o m
a c c i d e n t a l .  G o i n g  a b r o a d  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t o  m e  j u s t  h o w  m u c h  w e  a r e  s h a p e d  b y  o u r  n a t i o n a l
i d e n t i t i e s .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  a l l  t h e  m o r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  u s  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m
o u r s e l v e s .

T h i s  w a s  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  u p o n  m y  r e t u r n  i n  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  t h e  f e l l o w  P h i l l i p s  A m b a s s a d o r s  i n
m y  c o h o r t .  A l t h o u g h  w e  w e n t  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o u n t r i e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  w e  a l l  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  w a s  a
d e e p e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h e r e  i s  a  u n i q u e  b e a u t y  i n  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  y o u r  b u b b l e .  O u r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  p e o p l e  o f  o t h e r
c u l t u r e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t r e a s u r e d  b o n d s  a n d  r i c h  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  —  i t s  o w n  r e w a r d .

M y  t i m e  a b r o a d  m a d e  m e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I  d i d n ’ t  n e e d  a  s p e c i a l  r e a s o n  t o  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  J a p a n .
C u r i o s i t y  a n d  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a r n  i s  m o r e  t h a n  e n o u g h .  I n  a  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  w o r l d ,  t h e  o n l y
t h i n g  t h a t  r e m a i n s  c o n s t a n t  a r e  p e o p l e .  R e a c h i n g  o u t  —  a c r o s s  s e a s ,  a c r o s s  c o n t i n e n t s ,  a c r o s s
b o r d e r s  —  i s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  a s  i t  i s  f u l f i l l i n g .  S o  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  y o u  f i n d  y o u r s e l f  a s k i n g  w h y  s t e p
o u t s i d e  o f  y o u r  c o m f o r t  z o n e ,  i n s t e a d  a s k  y o u r s e l f ,  w h y  n o t ?  I f  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a n y t h i n g  l i k e
m i n e ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  f o u n d  i t  w e l l  w o r t h  t h e  r i s k .

S o u r c e :  w w w . m a g a z i n e . c o l l e g e . u n c . e d u
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Alexia “Lexi” Ray was initiated into t
he Psi

Sigma chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi

Professional Business Fraternity Inc. 
in the

Fall of 2023. In the organization she

recently became All-AKPsi Academic Tea
m

inductee for the a 2023-2024 academic 
year.

This prestigious team recognizes stude
nts

who maintain excellence in academic st
anding

while also making positive contributio
ns to

their campus and community.

Team members must have junior or senio
r

full-time student status and a cumulat
ive

grade point average of 3.5 or higher (
on a

4.0 scale). 

College Life

Alexia “Lexi” Ray

The selection process measures an
applicant’s ability to balance the
following attributes: pursuit of a degree,
development of leadership skills,
interactive extracurricular participation,
and sense of social responsibility.

Lexi is a senior at UNC Greensboro,
double majoring in Music Performance
and Arts Administration. She is the
daughter of Bro. Eric and Sis. Jackie Ray.

2024 Spotify Scholar

Congratualations to Nicole Neal,a
rising junior at North Carolina

A&T State University. Her
financial goal is to obtain a

debt-free degree in journalism. 

She was recently awarded a $10,000
scholarship and is a 2024 Spotify

Scholar! 
God is faithful!



Grace Elizabeth Wyoma Jacobs has made the
honor roll at NCCU, again. She works on campus
and is involved with many well thought out
activities that will prepare her for life and
adulthood. She is a very good granddaughter
who loves to make her own way in this world. 

Grace started college at age of 17, the 1st in our
family, and NCCU has done a wonderful job in
keeping her on target to graduate early. She was
so busy working and studying that she did not
know she had made the honor roll list this past
fall. Shout out to NCCU staff! Go Eagles! She is the
daughter of Clareas J Allen and the
granddaughter of Donald and Wyoma Moses.

LINCOLN
BATTLE

Battle was named the 2024
Freshman of the Year along with
earning a spot on the First Team

top freshman for the entire
Midwest Colleges

Battle picks up Freshman of the Year
honors after posting an 18-8 overall
record this season, including a 7-1
mark against league opponents.
Battle, who spent the majority of the
spring season at the top of the singles
lineup, finished with a 16-6 record in
dual matches. 
During the season, Battle picked up
Horizon League Singles Player of the
Week accolades six times, marking a
league best for the year. 
In doubles, Battle has teamed with
Devin Boyer for the entire season,
owning an 18-5 overall record – with
the 18 wins tied for the team lead this
year and tied for ninth in the CSU
Single-Season Record Book. Against
league opponents the duo owns a
perfect 8-0 mark, with all of their
matches coming at No. 3 doubles. 

Battle Named
#HLTennis

Freshman of the
Year

Grace Elizabeth Wyoma Jacobs

Picture courtesty of www.csuvikings.com

ITL 
(Intercollegiate

Tennis Association)
Rookie of the Year
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College Life

Cleveland
State 2024

Male
Athlete Of
The Year!! 

https://www.csuvikings.com/sports/m-tennis/2023-24/bios/boyer_devin_eeps


McKenna Gresham, a third year Kinesiology major
at Hampton University was awarded the
opportunity to intern this summer with SHPEP at
Columbia University Irving Medical Center in New
York, NY. SHPEP, Student Health Professions
Education Program, provides students interested in
pursuing a career within the health professions. It
focuses on the core science curriculum needed to
apply to health professional schools for medicine,
dentistry, nursing and physical therapy. Clinical
experiences are also incorporated into the
curriculum through an in-person experience in the
students respective track during the in person
session.  Mckenna is the daughter of Robert &
Lakeisha Gresham.

“The experience is immersive and it’s a great networking
opportunity with faculty and staff at Columbia University.
The ability to shadow & work with physical therapist has
been rewarding”, McKenna said of the program, 

McKenna Gresham

McKenna Gresham gets clinical
experience at Columbia University

Mrs. Grace Bell Herring was inducted into the
Golden Bronco Society at Fayetteville State

University’s 2024 Graduation Ceremony. The
society honors graduates on the 50th

Anniversary of their graduation from the
university. Mrs. Herring, along with 64

members of the class of 1974, returned to
lead in the class of 2024.

Mrs. Grace  Herring

College Life



Keyes presented to society at the
86th Annual Debutante Ball

Kaiya Brielle Keyes was presented to society
at the 86th Annual Debutante Ball sponsored
by ATO, Inc. in collaboration with Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ®, Alpha Theta
Omega Chapter. The ball was held at the
Wake Chapel Church Life Enrichment Center
and Kaiya was escorted by Mr. Kelton Lee
Montague.

Kaiya is the daughter of Janelle and Davon
Harris of Knightdale, NC. She is a 2024 Summa
Cum Laude graduate of Wake Young
Women’s Leadership Academy in Raleigh.
Kaiya served as Vice President of her school’s
National Honor Society, held both school and
district offices in Junior Civitan International
and was also active in Student Government.
Throughout high school she worked two part-
time jobs; as a server at Two Roosters Ice
Cream in Raleigh and as a recreation assistant
with the Town of Knightdale all while
maintaining a 4.3968 GPA. She is a Youth
Usher at Springfield Baptist Church and since
10th grade she dedicated over 150 hours to
community service. In her spare time she
enjoys listening to music, attending concerts
and festivals, thrifting, and spending time with
her friends.

Kaiya’s family would like to extend a special
hank you to Ms. Judy Wiggins for her support
along with the members of the Springfield
Baptist Church Drama Ministry and the
Springfield Usher Board for their patronage
during Kaiya’s debutante fundraising. With the
help of her Springfield Baptist Church family
and supporters, Kaiya placed 3rd overall and
was honored to be named to the Debutante
Queen’s Court.

Kaiya also received the First Place Community
Service Award and Second Place Educational
Excellence Award during the Debutante Ball.
Kaiya received nineteen college acceptances
and over half a million dollars in merit
scholarship offers (full rides and full tuition) as
well as several honors college admissions.
Kaiya has chosen to attend Hampton University
on a full ride academic merit scholarship. She
will major in Finance and her goal is to become
a fully certified actuary. To God be the glory!

To view the full debutante digital booklet,
please visit, https://shorturl.at/LaahU



T H E  E T H A N S  H A V E  I T
The joy of the Lord is my strength Nehemiah 8:10

Congratulations are in order!

Ethan Oliver, son of Will and Melissa Oliver is a rising
senior at Garner High School. Achieving AB Honor Roll
status this past school year, he also showcases his
passion for music as a dedicated drummer. This year
Ethan has secured admission to several remarkable
musical programs. This fall he will journey to California
to collaborate with fellow young musicians of the Next  
Jazz Orchestra. This event will allow him to play at the
Monterey Jazz festival with several guest artist;
however, his most significant achievement lies in his
acceptance into the Carnegie Hall National Youth
Orchestra, (NYO Jazz). Attending master classes at
SUNY Purchase College, Ethan will grace the historical
stage of Carnegie Hall on July 20th. Following this he
will embark on an enriching journey to Johannesburg,
Durban and Cape Town, South Africa where he will
perform alongside esteemed jazz professionals and local
musicians. Ethan is deeply grateful for each of these
amazing opportunities and his parents are truly proud of
him and the hard work he has put into these competitive
efforts. 

Ethan Young is a student at North
Raleigh Christian Academy.
During the 2023-2024 academic
year, he was on the A Honor Roll
and earned the “Wonderful
Writer Award” for his class. 

Parents: Bro. Tramaine Young
and Sis. Jenell Young
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CONGRATULAT IONS
The joy of the Lord is my strength Nehemiah 8:10

Queen of the Green and White Ball AND a Middle School graduation too!

After a strong grassroots effort to raise
donations from family and friends, Erica received
a substantial scholarship towards expenses for
the College or University of her choice from the
National Association of University Women on
April 27, 2024. Erica received the highest honor
and was crowned Queen of the Green and While
Ball. The evening included dinner, ballroom waltz,
and a talent showcase. Erica performed a
monologue entitled “Not Broken”, a poem which
she wrote about a woman who became tired and
weary in her work as a caretaker, but soon found
strength in God.
Thank you to all who supported Erica for this
occasion. Special Thanks to her sponsors, Mrs.
Phyllis Barbour, Mrs. Elaine Whitaker, Mrs.
Marian Brown, and Mrs. Christabelle Harlee.
Congratulations Erica!

On June 11, 2024, Erica graduated
eighth grade from Carroll Magnet
Middle School in Raleigh. She will be
moving on to high school at Wake
Early College of Information and
Biotechnologies in August. 

We are so proud of you!
Mom, Dad, Granny, Uncle LJ, and Cousin

Ernest

A monologue
“Not Broken”

ERICA
BROWN
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Congrats are in orderCongrats are in order
ShowcaseShowcase  

ofof
StarsStars

ScienceScience
OlympiadOlympiad

TeamTeam

We are proud to announce that recently
Springfield’s own, Karina Adams, was chosen to
participate in the 2024 Showcase of Stars.  The
Showcase of Stars is a major production that
features the biggest and the brightest talents of
Johnston County Public Schools (JCPS) Fine Art
Students.  Then, Karina was further awarded the
prestigious opportunity to sing with the All-
County Chorus in May!!  She received
“Outstanding Recognition” in both the
Showcase of Stars AND the All County Chorus!
So that is a big deal!!   Please make sure to
congratulate Karina when you see her around
Springfield - where she also serves on both the
Children’s choir AND the SBC Mass Choir!

Karina
Adams

AND she is a member of the JUNIOR VARSITY Cleveland
Elementary Science Olympiad team .  She is 1 of the 15
students selected because of her performance during
the try-outs due to her outstanding performance.  Her
performance highlighted her strengths in STEM
concepts.  Her and her team competed on March 8th
and won 2nd place! 
On Awards Day Karina received the following
recognitions: Star Student Award, Cleveland
Elementary Fellowship Award, 3rd place in Accelerated
Reader Program (she was an Accelerated Reader ALL
YEAR), completed LEXIA Core 5 AND Happy Numbers
Map programs and MET Math MAP growth!!



SpringfieldFamily, Members & Friends,SpringfieldFamily, Members & Friends,
DEAR 

T o  m y  c h u r c h  f a m i l y ,  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  f r i e n d s  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,

M y  n a m e  i s  S a n d r a  G a r r i s ,  a  l o n g t i m e  S B C  m e m b e r .  I  a m  t h e
d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  l a t e  D e a c o n  S a m u e l  a n d  A n n i e  B .  G a r r i s .
M a n y  m e m b e r s  k n o w  m e  a n d  m y  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  S B C ,  w h e r e  I
l e a r n e d  t o  p u t  m y  t r u s t  i n  G o d .  I  l o v e  t h e  L o r d  a n d  I  s h a r e
y o u r  l o v e  f o r  H i m .

M y  y o u t h  w a s  s p e n t  a t  S B C  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  B i b l e  S c h o o l ,
B T U ,  y o u t h  c h o i r s ,  r e v i v a l s ,  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n s .  I  w a s  t h e
c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S B C  N e w s l e t t e r  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s
a n d  e n j o y e d  d o i n g  i t .  I  w a s  a l s o  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S B C  V o i c e s .
C u r r e n t l y ,  m y  h e a l t h  p r e v e n t s  m e  f r o m  b e i n g  a s  a c t i v e  a s  I
o n c e  w a s  b e f o r e ,

Y e a r s  a g o ,  I  h a d  o n e  o f  m y  k i d n e y s  r e m o v e d .  I  h a v e  b e e n
t h r o u g h  m a n y  i l l n e s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  5  y e a r s ,  a n d  I  k n o w
y o u r  p r a y e r s  h a v e  h e l p e d  m e  t h r o u g h  t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  I  a m
c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  e n d - s t a g e  r e n a l  d i s e a s e  a n d  I  n e e d  a
k i d n e y  t r a n s p l a n t  f o r  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  l i f e .

M y  a p p e a l  t o  y o u  t o d a y  i s  t o  a s k  i f  o n e  o f  m y  S B C  f a m i l y
m i g h t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a t e  a  k i d n e y  t o  m e .  I  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e
h i g h e s t  o f  T H A N K  Y O U S  t o  a n y  o n e  w h o  w i l l  c o n s i d e r
a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e .

I  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t  9 8 4 - 3 0 2 - 4 0 5 1  o r  s a m g a r r i s @ h o t m a i l . c o m .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  h e l p .  M a y
G o d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b l e s s  y o u  a n d  p l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  t r u s t  i n
G o d .

S i n c e r e l y ,
S i s t e r  S a n d r a  G a r r i s  a n d  f a m i l y

mailto:samgarris@hotmail.com


Life and Favor (You Don’t Know My Story) is
one of my favorite songs. I didn’t know how
much those words would mean to me until my
health struggles began two years ago. If
anyone had told me I would have to go
through multiple surgeries, battle cancer, not
once but twice and live to tell the story I
wouldn’t have believed it. It seemed as though
every time I went for a test to treat one
condition, the doctors found something else
unrelated to the condition I was being treated
for. I can’t begin to describe the hopelessness
and despair I felt so many days over the past
two years. In the midst of that hopelessness
and despair though I continued to ask God to
save me not just because I wanted to feel
better but because I wanted to be able to
share my testimony with others who may be in
a similar situation and who had lost faith in
Gods ability to provide Grace and Mercy for
those who ask for it. 

 & favor

The Joy of the Lord is my strength
Nehemiah 8:10

I had one of my nurses tell me how
blessed I was to have survived. Her
friend, however, had not because her
condition wasn’t discovered in time. I tell
anyone I can these days that I’m
grateful for God’s Grace and Mercy. It
has taken me through many a dark day
and I thank God daily for the miracle
that is my life. I’m grateful for all the
love and support of my family and
friends , especially my church family. It
means so much to know that others
care. I’m grateful most of all that God
saw fit to answer my cries for health
and healing so that I might be a living
testimony to His goodness. You didn’t
know my story but I am truly a living
witness of the life and favor that John P.
Kee sings so marvelously about. Thank
you God for your goodness, for saving a
wretch like me and above all for
granting me LIFE and FAVOR.

life

Cheryl
Alston



JESUS TAKE THE WHEEL

H o w  o f t e n  d o  w e  u n d e r  c e r t a i n
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h r o w  u p  o u r  h a n d s ,  r o l l
o u r  e y e s ,  a n d  j o k i n g l y  o r  f l i p p a n t l y
s p e w  o u t  t h e  w o r d s ,  J e s u s  T a k e  t h e
W h e e l ?  B u t  o n  a  s e r i o u s  s i d e ,  h o w  h a s
t h i s  p h r a s e  s e r v e d  a  r e a l  p u r p o s e ?  I  c a n
a t t e s t  t h a t  t h i s  p h r a s e  h a s  a  g e n u i n e
m e a n i n g .  A r o u n d  5 : 3 0 a m  o n  t h e
m o r n i n g  o f  J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 4 ,  t h i s
p h r a s e  t o o k  o n  a  l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e
m e a n i n g  f o r  m e .  A s  m y  h u s b a n d ,  B e n
a n d  I  w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  b a c k  f r o m  W e s t
V i r g i n i a  t o  m o v e  h i m  t o  R a l e i g h ,  a n
u n i m a g i n a b l e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d .  W h i l e
d r i v i n g  i n  t h e  c a r ,  I  w a s  a b o u t  1  ½  m i l e s
a h e a d  o f  h i m  a s  h e  d r o v e  t h e  U - H a u l
t r u c k .  W e  h a d  b e e n  c h a t t i n g  o n  t h e
p h o n e  t o  k e e p  t a b s  o n  e a c h  o t h e r .  A s  I
d r o v e  s o u t h  o n  I - 9 5 ,  j u s t  a b o u t  2 5  m i l e s
n o r t h  o f  E m p o r i a  V A ,  i t  h a p p e n e d .  I
d r i f t e d  f r o m  t h e  r i g h t  l a n e  l e f t w a r d  t o
t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  s n o w - c o v e r e d  m e d i a n
e m b a n k m e n t .  I  h a d  f a l l e n  a s l e e p  a t  t h e
w h e e l  a n d  w a s  a w a k e n e d  j u s t  a s  t h e  c a r
w a s  h e a d e d  d o w n  i n t o  t h e  m e d i a n
t o w a r d  o n c o m i n g  n o r t h b o u n d  t r a f f i c .  A s
I  g l a r e d  a t  t h e  h e a d l i g h t s  o f  t h e
o n c o m i n g  c a r s ,  I  s c r e a m e d  a n d  c a l l e d
o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  a s  I  t r i e d
f r a n t i c a l l y  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c a r .
P r a i s e  b e  t o  G o d ,  I  d i d n ’ t  f l i p  o r  c r a s h ;
b u t  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  m a n e u v e r  t h e  c a r  a n d
c o m e  b a c k  u p  t h e  s l i p p e r y  e m b a n k m e n t
u n t o  t h e  h i g h w a y  w h e r e  I  t h e n
f i s h t a i l e d  f o r  a  f e w  s e c o n d s  a n d  f i n a l l y
c a m e  t o  r e s t  o n  t h e  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r  o f
t h e  r o a d .  J e s u s  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  w h e e l ! ! !  I t
a l l  h a p p e n e d  s o  f a s t .  T h e  m i r a c u l o u s
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  i n c i d e n t  w a s  t h a t
t h e r e  w a s n ’ t  a  v e h i c l e  a r o u n d  m e  t h e
w h o l e  t i m e  a l l  o f  t h i s  t o o k  p l a c e .  I  c o u l d
s e e  t a i l l i g h t s  i n  t h e  f a r  d i s t a n c e  a h e a d
a n d  h e a d l i g h t s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  t h r o u g h
t h e  r e a r v i e w  m i r r o r .  A i n ’ t  G o d  G o o d ?

THE LORD WILL KEEP YOU FROM ALL
HARM— HE WILL WATCH OVER YOUR
LIFE; THE LORD WILL WATCH OVER YOUR
COMING AND GOING BOTH NOW AND
FOREVERMORE. PSALMS 121:7-8 (NIV)

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS MY
STRENGTH - NEHEMIAH 8:10

T h i s  h a s  s i n c e  c a u s e d  m e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  o t h e r  t i m e s
w h e n  I  h a v e  b e e n  s p a r e d  f r o m  v e h i c u l a r  d a n g e r .  I
r e c a l l  t h e  M a y  5 ,  1 9 9 8 ,  a c c i d e n t  i n  w h i c h  I  a v o i d e d
b e i n g  h i t  h e a d - o n  b y  a  r e f r i g e r a t e d  t r u c k ,  a s  I  d r o v e  a
l a r g e  d e l i v e r y  t r u c k  m y s e l f .  I  e y e d  t h e  t r u c k  a s  i t
c r o s s e d  t h e  c e n t e r  l a n e  h e a d e d  s t r a i g h t  f o r  m e  a s  I
w a s  a b l e  t o  g u i d e  t h e  t r u c k  t o  t h e  r i g h t  l a n e  a n d  w a s
h i t  i n  t h e  d r i v e r ’ s  s i d e  d o o r .  A g a i n ,  I  c a l l e d  o n  t h e
n a m e  o f  J e s u s .  M y  t r u c k  w a s  l i f t e d  a n d  r o l l e d  o n  t h e
r i g h t - s i d e  w h e e l s  f o r  a  f e w  s e c o n d s .  A s  I  c a m e  d o w n
o n  a l l  s e t s  o f  w h e e l s ,  t h e  t r u c k  j u m p e d  t h e  c u r b ,
r u n n i n g  o v e r  a  m a i l b o x  w h i l e  c o m i n g  t o  a  r e s t  a v e r t i n g
g o i n g  d o w n  a n  e m b a n k m e n t  o n  t h e  r i g h t - s i d e  c r a s h i n g
i n t o  a  d u p l e x  a n d  c o m i n g  w i t h i n  t w o  f e e t  o r  s o  f r o m
s l a m m i n g  i n t o  a  u t i l i t y  p o l e  d i r e c t  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f r o n t
d r i v e r ’ s  s i d e .  J e s u s  T o o k  t h e  W h e e l !  I n  t h e  S p r i n g  o f
1 9 8 7 ,  s o m e  f i v e  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  I  h a d  f i n i s h e d  p l a n t i n g
f l o w e r s  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  w a l k w a y  o f  m y  t h e n  r e s i d e n c e
a n d  h a d  m o v e d  m y  s u p p l i e s  t o  t h e  f l o w e r  b e d  o n  t h e
s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  o c c u r r e d .  I  h e a r d
t h i s  h o r r i f i c  n o i s e  a n d  a  p e r s o n  s c r e a m i n g .  A s  I
r o u n d e d  t h e  h o u s e ,  t o  m y  s u r p r i s e ,  I  s a w  m y  e l d e r l y
n e i g h b o r  f r a n t i c a l l y  s i t t i n g  i n  h e r  n e w  c a r ,  w h i c h  w a s
n o w  r e s t i n g  o n  m y  f r o n t  p o r c h  w i t h  t h e  f r o n t  b u m p e r
t a p p i n g  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  a f t e r  i t  h a d  t r a v e l e d  d i r e c t l y
a c r o s s  t h e  a r e a  I  h a d  j u s t  m o v e d  f r o m .  I  y e l l e d ,  “ O h
G o d ,  M r s .  M i t c h e l l ”  a n d  h o l l e r e d  f o r  t h e  o t h e r
n e i g h b o r s  t o  c o m e  t o  o u r  a i d .  W e  r e m o v e d  h e r  f r o m
t h e  c a r ,  a n d  I  a t t e n d e d  t o  a n d  p r a y e d  w i t h  h e r  a s  t h e
n e i g h b o r h o o d  m e n  g u i d e d  t h e  c a r  d o w n  o f f  t h e  p o r c h
a n d  b a c k  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  i n t o  h e r  d r i v e w a y .  S h e
w a s n ’ t  h u r t  b u t  w a s  b a d l y  s h a k e n  u p .  J e s u s  T o o k  t h e
W h e e l .  I  f l a s h b a c k  t o  m y  v e r y  f i r s t  b r u s h  w i t h  a  n e a r
d e a t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i n v o l v i n g  a  v e h i c l e .  A s  a n  e a g e r  4 -
y e a r - o l d ,  w h o  l o v e d  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  C h y r l e ,
I  b e g g e d  t o  g o  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  h e r  a s  s h e  t a l k e d
w i t h  o n e  o f  h e r  f r i e n d s .  G e t t i n g  b o r e d  a n d  r e s t l e s s ,
b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o o  l o n g ,  I  d a r t e d  a c r o s s  t h e
s t r e e t ,  o n l y  t o  f r e e z e  m i d - s t r e a m  a s  a  p a s s i n g  c a r
c a m e  t o  a  s q u e a l i n g  h a l t  w i t h i n  l e s s  t h a n  a  f o o t  o f
r u n n i n g  o v e r  m e .  M y  p a r e n t s  c a m e  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t h e
h o u s e  a s  d i d  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  I
r e m e m b e r  v i v i d l y  t h e  f r i g h t f u l  l o o k  o n  t h e  d r i v e r ’ s
f a c e  a s  h e  e x i t e d  t h e  c a r  a n d  h e a r i n g  M o m m a  f u s s i n g
a t  C h y r l e  a s  s h e  g r a b b e d  m e .  A f t e r  a l l  t h e  d u s t  h a d
s e t t l e d ,  I  r e c e i v e d  t h e  w h o o p i n g  o f  m y  l i f e  b y  m y
e a r t h l y  f a t h e r ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  m y  H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r
h a d  s p a r e d  m y  l i f e  t h a t  I  m i g h t  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  t o d a y .
Y e s ,  I  c a n  t r u l y  s a y ,  J e s u s  H a s  T a k e n  t h e  W h e e l  o n
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  l i f e .
I ’ m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  e v e r y d a y  t h a t  I  c a n  p i c k  t h e  d a i s i e s
a n d  n o t  b e  b e n e a t h  t h e  g r o u n d  p u s h i n g  t h e m  u p .  I
r e a l i z e  t h a t  G o d  h a s  a  p u r p o s e  f o r  m e ,  a n d  I  m u s t
c o n t i n u e  t o  w a l k  i n  i t .  S o ,  w h e n  y o u  s e e  m e  s m i l e ,
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I  k n o w  t h e  r e a l  m e a n i n g  b e h i n d ,
J e s u s  T a k e  t h e  W h e e l .  
 

V e r o n i c a  S c o t t  J o h n s o n



P.A.C
2 0 2 4  i s  a  v i t a l  p o l i t i c a l  y e a r .
W e  w i l l  e l e c t  a  p r e s i d e n t ,  a
g o v e r n o r ,  s t a t e  s e n a t o r s  a n d
c o n g r e s s m e n  a l o n g  w i t h  C i t y
c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  a n d
c o m m i s s i o n e r s .  T h i s  S B C
P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e
( P A C )   w a n t s  a l l  m e m b e r s  t o
b e  i n f o r m e d  a n d
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  i t e m s  o n
t h e  b a l l o t  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  v o t i n g .  

 
T h i s  y e a r  w e  a r e  p r o m o t i n g

v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  v o t e r
I D s  a n d  e a r l y  v o t i n g .  

T h e  l a s t  d a y  t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r
t h e  N o v e m b e r  5 t h  G e n e r a l

E l e c t i o n  i s  O c t o b e r  9 t h
2 0 2 4 .

 
E a r l y  v o t i n g  s t a r t s  O c t o b e r
2 ,  2 0 2 4 .   W e  a r e  a s k i n g  f o r
a l l  S B C  m e m b e r s  a n d
f r i e n d s  t o  r e q u e s t  y o u r
e a r l y  b a l l o t .  

W e  w i l l  b e  h a v i n g  a  s e r i e s
o f  C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t

T r a i n i n g s  l a t e r  i n  J u n e
w h e r e  y o u  c a n  g e t  a  p r i m e r
o n  l e v e l s  o f  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l

g o v e r n m e n t  i n  N o r t h
C a r o l i n a .  F r o m  S c h o o l
B o a r d s  a n d  B o a r d s  o f
S u p e r v i s o r s  t o  S t a t e

L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  B o a r d s  o f
C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  

Y o u  c a n ’ t  a f f o r d  t o  n o t
u n d e r s t a n d  w h o ’ s  p u l l i n g  t h e

s t r i n g s  f o r  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t
m a t t e r  t h e  m o s t .

P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Each fourth Saturday at 9:00am Springfield has a very
organized litter pickup effort. This is a CHURCHWIDE
event so everyone is welcome to join in this effort to
keep our roadway pristine.

What Do I Wear? 
When you come out, please wear long pants and closed
toe shoes.

Why Participate?
1. Make a Difference: By picking up litter, you directly
contribute to a cleaner environment.
2. Connect with other church members: It’s a great
opportunity to meet fellow members and work
together.
3. Feel Good: There’s something satisfying about
transforming a litter-strewn area into a spotless one.
4. Students can earn “community service” hours to add
to their resume’ for college applications  and
scholarships.

What it looks like?
16 people to clean-up 
1 person to drive the van 
Job completed in 1 hour 

Let’s maintain a cleaner, more beautiful
gateway to Springfield TOGETHER!

Thank you for caring about our community.
See you there!

Making Our Gateway To Springfield Cleaner

Ministry
News



EAST GARNER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Springfield submitted anapplication for the 2024 NorthCarolina Department ofTransportation Bicycle HelmetInitiative and was successfullyawarded 100 helmets. Incollaboration with the SpringfieldEducation Volunteer Ministry all100 helmets were distributed onMay 23rd 2024 which was the last
day of school. This effort gaveSpringfield the opportunity topromote safety to our adoptedschool by encouraging safe cyclingpractices, protect young riders and

prevent head injuries. Researchshows a helmet giveaway programincreased helmet use byelementary-school students from3% to 38%.

GIVEAWAYGIVEAWAY
BICYCLE HELMET BICYCLE HELMET 

TO GOD BE
THE GLORYTO GOD BE
THE GLORY

Sister Margie Gibson who is thechair of the EducationVolunteer Ministry, along withDeacon Anthony Jenkins andBrother Isaac Jenkinsdistributed the helmets. Everystudent in each class that wasvisited got a helmet, to God bethe Glory!



Compassionate Ministry 

I  w a n t e d  t o  s p o t l i g h t  t h e  t e a m  a n d  s h o u t  o u t  t h e i r  a d d e d
s e r v i c e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  e v e r y o n e  -  t h e y ’ r e

i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e !

COMPASSION IN

ActionActionAction
supporting our church

community & each other



READ MORE







Women’sWomen’s
HAPPY 

MARCH WAS WOMEN’S MONTH. 
IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO CELEBRATE WITH ONE OF THESE BOOKS ABOUT

REMARKABLE WOMEN:
 

1. A RIGHT WORTHY WOMAN/ RUTH P. WATSON—A NOVEL BASED ON TRUE FACTS. MAGGIE
LENA WALKER WAS THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN TO ESTABLISH AND PRESIDE OVER A BANK IN
THE UNITED STATES.

2. TWELVE EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN/ JOHN MACARTHUR—THIS BOOK OFFERS A LOOK INTO
THE LIVES OF SOME OF THE BIBLE’S MOST FAITHFUL WOMEN, TEACHING MODERN BELIEVERS
THAT TRUE FAITH CAN LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY.
 
3. CANE RIVER/ LALITA TADEMY—THIS NOVEL IS BASED ON FOURGENERATIONS OF AN
AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILY WHERE ONE FAMILY HAS RESEARCHED THEIR PAST.
 
4. IDA B. WELLS/ DENNIS FRADIN—IDA B. WELLS HAS BEEN CALLED THE MOTHER OF THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT. SHE HELPED FOUND THE NAACP AND CARRIED ON A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN
SPEAKING OUT AGAINST LYNCHING IN THE SOUTH.
 
5. MY CHILDHOOD UNDER FIRE/ NADJA HALILBEGOVICH—THIS IS TWELVE YEAR OLD NADJA’S
DIARY OF LIFE UNDER FIRE IN SARAJEVO.
 
6. WILMA RUDOLPH/ MAUREEN M. SMITH—THIS BIOGRAPHY IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY
OF WILMA RUDOLPH AND HER OLYMPIC TRACK AND FIELD RECORD.
 
7. LEFT TO TELL/ IMMACULEE ILIBAGIZA WITH STEVE ERWIN—THE AUTHOR DISCOVERED GOD
WHILE HIDING DURING THE RWANDAN HOLOCAUST. THIS REMARKABLE WOMAN’S JOURNEY
THROUGH THE DARKNESS OF GENOCIDE WILL INSPIRE ANYONE WHOSE LIFE HAS BEEN
TOUCHED BY FEAR, SUFFERING, AND LOSS.
 
8. CONDI: THE CONDOLEEZZA RICE STORY/ ANTONIA FELIX—CONDOLEEZZA RICE WAS
NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR TO PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH. AS SUCH, SHE WAS ONE OF
THE MOST INFLUENTIAL WOMEN IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATED GOVERNMENTL.
CHECK OUT HER REMARKABLE STORY.

HISTORY MONTH FROM THE LIBRARY



Sunday School
Classroom Location 

Sunday School
Classroom Location 

Senior Class - Fellowship Hall
Teachers: Sis Bowden, Dec Cooper

Dr. Hawkins, Sis Wilmore

Adult Class - DSMB, Room 182 
Teachers: Sis Aguilar, Rev Farmer, Dec Gibson, 

Bro Hinton, Bro Marshall

Young Adult Class - DSMB, Room 238 
Teachers: Rev Davis, Sis Hinton, 

Rev Turner

Youth Class - DSMB, Room 234 
Teachers: Bro Davis, Sis Dobbin,

Sis. Emerson, Sis Evans

Children Class - DSMB, Room 242 
Teachers: Bro Dobbin, Sis Nalls, 

Sis Stokes, Sis Twitty

Economic Empowerment Class - DSMB, Room 248 
Teachers: Sis Dawkins, Sis Holloway, 

Dec Jenkins

8 : 3 0 -  9 : 3 0
C O M E  J O I N  U S !

JULY SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONSJULY SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS

 July 7   Hope Comes in the Morning
(Lamentations 3 : 16-24)
 July 14  God is Faithful
(Psalm 71 : 12-21)
July 21 God’s Word Brings Hope
(Psalms 119 : 73 - 80) 
July 28 God Redeems Us 
(Psalms 130 : 1-8)

Expressing HopeExpressing Hope

AUGUST SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONSAUGUST SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
Eternal HopeEternal Hope

August 4   Hope in Christian Fellowship
(1 Thessalonians 2 : 13 -3 : 5)

August 11  Children of God
(1 John 3: 1 - 10)

August 18  Zealous for Good Deeds
(Titus 1 : 1 - 3; 2 : 11 - 15)

August 25  Grace and Good Works
(Titus 3 : 3 - 11)



Submitted by:  SBC Drama Ministry Leadership Team Chair

This art ic le highl ights our set  design team which has been an integral  component of  our
product ions.  They work behind the scenes in a quiet ,  purposeful  manner,  a l lowing the
Holy Spir i t  to work in their  work and the resul ts are God ordained and magnif icent.

I f  the f ront  stage del ivers the customer experience, the backstage houses the
product ion team that  craf ts i t  and,  crucial ly,  what goes on behind the scenes is  the
process of  preparing the product ion team for  the task at  hand. The attent ion given the
set  design makes us more relatable and engaging which connects us to the audience.
The set  design staf f  must  zoom out and see where and how col laborat ion can happen
behind the scenes to make the whole product ion process work.

When we al l  understand our roles and how they play in making the r ight  decisions and
how we rely upon each other,  i t  benef i ts  the ent i re product ion.   At  t imes we wonder i f  i t  is  t rue that
God works “behind the scenes”,  unseen by most but  there nonetheless,  fu l f i l l ing His purpose and
plan in so many ways.  The answer is  Yes.   God does indeed work behind the scenes,  as wel l  as in fu l l
v iew of  al l .  God is always working on our behalf .  ( Isaiah 45:  15) Clear ly,  you are a God who works
behind the scenes.

In preparing for  the “Before,  During,  and After,  Good Fr iday “product ion and al l  product ions,  the
behind-the-scenes team is crucial  to the product ion outcome. We have scr ipt  wr i ters,  directors,
producers,  music,  dance, media,  set  design,  costume design,  audit ions,  publ ic relat ions,  schedulers,
purchasing of  i tems, greeters,  cuis ine,  several  weekly rehearsals,  and meet ings just  to name a few.
As stated ear l ier ,  when we understand our role(s)  and support  each other ’s in their  role and with God
working on our behalf  we experience God’s favor.  “We Give God the Glory”.  Ask God to impress
upon your heart  to see i f  th is is  a ministry in which you can serve.  Contact:
drama@springf ieldbapt istchurch.com

ON BEHALF OF THE DRAMA MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM WE WOULD TO GIVE A SPECIAL THANKS
TO THE PASTOR REV. DR. KEVIN D. STURVIDANT AND DEACON FOR ALL OF THEIR SUPPORT!

Serv i ng  Beh i nd t h e  Sc en e s

A  B e h i n d  T h e  S c e n e s  L o o k  

Good Friday Before, During and After



The Flight Before Christmas

A  B e h i n d  T h e  S c e n e s  L o o k  



I  cou ld  not  s l eep ,  I  had  to  ge t  up  and  run  to
type  th i s  word ,
The  thoughts  the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  put  i n  my  head
were  ach ing  to  be  heard .
In  the  beg inn ing  was  the  Word ,  Jesus  the
Holy  Lamb o f  God
I  f ee l  H i s  p resence  d i s t i nc t l y ,  the  cu r sed
ground  becomes  sac red  where  He  t rod ,
I f  He  had  not  spoken  the  command,  we
would  not  ex i s t .
I t ’ s  been  asked  by  p rophets  and  k ings  the
ques t ion ,  “What  k ind  o f  man  i s  th i s ? ”
The  Word  became f l e sh  on  purpose  jus t  l i ke
you  and  me .
I t  had  to  be  done  that  way  to  redeem us
back  to  the  Father  so  that  once  aga in  we ’d
be  f ree .
The  Word  o f  God  i s  sharper  than  any  two-
edged  sword ,
Cut t ing  s in  out  o f  our  l i ves  fo reve r
separat ing  that  fa ta l  co rd .
Yes ,  Satan  wrapped  h i s  encompass ing  lasso
o f  dece i t  and  se i z i ng  a l l  humank ind ,
Unt i l  J e sus ,  sa id  “ I t  i s  f i n i shed ! ”  And  caused
H i s  Ho ly  L igh t  to  Sh ine .
God ’ s  Word  i s  a  lamp unto  my  fee t ,  a  l i gh t
unto  my  path .
Unspeakable  j oy  res ides  i n  my  hear t ,  God
po in ted  us  away  f rom the  wrath .
How prec ious  i s  the  commandments  o f  God
that  po in t s  us  to  v i c to ry .
Grace  and  mercy  l eads  us  da i l y  “The  Word
has  se t  us  F ree ”
Le t  us  h ide  the  Word  in  our  hear t s  fo r  i t  i s
the  keep ing  power  o f  our  sa lvat ion ,
Takes  us  th rough  t r i bu la t ion ,  keeps  us  f rom
degradat ion  and
G ives  us  that  ‘ dance  l i ke  Dav id ’  sensat ion !
Oh ,  g i ve  thanks  unto  the  Lo rd  fo r  He  i s  Good .
Submi t  and  su r render  so  we  can  be  w i th  H im
as  we  shou ld .
Now,  I  can  lay  me  down to  s leep…  I  have
sat i s f i ed  my  ques t .
Knowing  that  th i s  sensat ion  o f  exc i t ement
w i l l  come  once
more  a f te r  I  have  rece i ved  the  necessary
res t .
I ’ l l  say  Sha lom to  my  Church  w i th  love  that
God  abundant ly
g i ves  f rom above .
Amen

B e i n g  a l o n e  c a m e  e a s y  f o r  m e ,

A  f a m i l i a r  a d v e r s i t y .

P l a g u e d  w i t h  n e w  d e m a n d s  o f  i s o l a t i o n ,

I  c o u l d  r o l l  w i t h  t h a t  f r u s t r a t i o n .

Y o u  s e e ,  I  a m  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o n e ,

A  v i c t i m  w h o  a c c o m m o d a t e d  a  s c h o o l  b u l l y ,
t h i s  p r e d a t o r  k e p t  m e  o n  t h e  r u n .

I  m a s k e d  m y  i n n e r  p a i n  a t  s c h o o l .
B u t  I  n e v e r  g o t  u s e d  t o  b e i n g  t h a t  b u l l y ’ s
f o o l .

I n  t h e  h a l l w a y  m y  p r e d a t o r  w o u l d  s p o t  m e
a n d  w i t h  o n e  l o o k  s h e  g o t  m e ,

T r a p p e d  i n  h e r  w e b  o f  n a r c i s s i s m  t o  i m p r e s s
o u r  c l a s s m a t e s ,  w a s  h e r  c h o s e n  o n e  t o
h u m i l i a t e .

S o ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  c o u n t r y ’ s  s h u t  d o w n ,

N o t  b e i n g  b u l l i e d  i s  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  h a s
w o r k e d  o u t  f o r  m y  g o o d .

I  f e e l  s a f e r  h e r e  a t  h o m e ,  a l o n e  i n  m y  o w n
n e i g h b o r h o o d .

I  g o t  a  c a l l  t h r e e  d a y s  a g o ,

I  w r i t e  a b o u t  l i f e  i s s u e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  t e e n a g e r s ,
a n d  y o u n g  a d u l t s .  A s  a  y o u t h  I  w a s  b u l l i e d
s o m e t i m e s  a n d  w o u l d  f i n d  w a y s  t o  a v o i d  m y  i n -
h o m e  b u l l y .  W h e n  I  w a s  t e n ,  w e  l i v e d  i n  a  h o u s e
t h a t  h a d  a n  a t t a c h e d  l a d d e r  t h a t  l e d  u p  t o  t h e
r o o f t o p  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  D u r i n g  t h a t
s u m m e r  I  w o u l d  s t a y  o n  t h e  r o o f  u n t i l  t h e  s u n  w e n t
d o w n  t o  a v o i d  t h e  b u l l y i n g .

I  w r o t e  t h i s  S p o k e n  W o r d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c  i n
2 0 2 0  a n d  b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  s o m e
o f  A m e r i c a ’ s  y o u t h s  i t  i s  a p p l i c a b l e .  T r a i n  u p  a
c h i l d  i n  t h e  w a y  h e  s h o u l d  g o  a n d  w h e n  h e  i s  o l d ,
h e  w i l l  n o t  d e p a r t  f r o m  i t .  P r o v e r b s  2 2 : 6

T h i s  i s  a  3  p a r t  s e r i e s .   C o m e  b a c k
n e x t  q u a r t e r  f o r  P a r t  2 . . .

T h e  V i c t i m  a n d  t h e  P r e d a t o r
B y :  L o r r a i n e  ( L . W . )  S m i t h

©  2 0 2 0

Perfect Word
by Sis. Betty Smith

ForHis ForHis 
Glory SectionGlory Section



HBCU 
DAY

WHAT DO WE HAVE HERE...
On February 18, 2024, during Black History

Month we highlighted the significance of

HBCU’s for our community and learned that

there was a connection between the Black

church and HBCUs .

Our goal was to include ALL of the HBCUs

that were represented on this day.  

However, if we missed your HBCU please

email us and tell us your HBCU too !2024



BANANA SPLIT CAKE

B r o .  C l a r e n c e  D y s o n ,  o w n e r  o f
D & H  M a i n t e n a n c e ,  a  c o m m e r c i a l
c l e a n i n g  a n d  f l o o r  m a i n t e n a n c e
c o m p a n y  h a s  b e e n  i n  b u s i n e s s  f o r
o v e r  3 0  y e a r s ! !  

H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e e k i n g  p a r t - t i m e
j a n i t o r i a l  h e l p .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  C l a r e n c e  D y s o n  @
c d y s o n 1 9 5 2 @ y a h o o . c o m  f o r  m o r e
d e t a i l s .

DID YOU KNOW...

I n g r e d i e n t s :  
1  b o x  g r a h a m  c r a c k e r s  c r u s h e d
1 6  o z .  c r e a m  c h e e s e
1 6  o z .  p o w e r e d  s u g a r
3  t o  4  l a r g e  b a n a n a s  p e e l e d  a n d
s l i c e d
1 6  o z .  f r e s h  o r  f r o z e n  d r a i n e d  i f
f r o z e n
8  o z .  c r u s h e d  p i n e a p p l e  d r a i n e d
1 6  o z .  c o o l  w h i p
C h o c o l a t e  a n d  c a r a m e l  f o r
d r i z z l i n g
M a r a s c h i n o  c h e r r i e s
1  c u p  o f  m e l t e d  b u t t e r
P i n e a p p l e  c h u n k  t o  g a r n i s h
1 / 2  c u p  o f  p e c a n s ,  c a r a m e l  s a u c e
a n d  m e l t e d  c h o c o l a t e

Thank you to
Mrs. Angela
Phillips for
submitting this
great summer
treat

M i x  g r a h a m  c r a c k e r  c r u m b s  a n d  b u t t e r
t o g e t h e r  i n  a  1 3  b y  9  i n c h  p a n
b a k e  f o r  5  m i n u t e s  u n t i l  c r u s t  h a s  s e t .
C o o l  c r u s t  c o m p l e t e l y . B l e n d
t o g e t h e r  c r e a m  c h e e s e  a n d  p o w d e r e d
s u g a r  u n t i l  s m o o t h .  S p r e a d  o v e r
c r u s t .  L a y e r  s t r a w b e r r i e s  o n  t o p  o f
b a n a n a s  a n d  t h e n  f o l l o w  w i t h  a  l a y e r
o f  p i n e a p p l e  o n  t o p  o f  s t r a w b e r r i e s .
S p r e a d  c o o l  w h i p  a n d  c o v e r
c o m p l e t e l y .  G a r n i s h  w i t h  m a r a s c h i n o
c h e r r i e s ,  a n d  p i n e a p p l e  c h u n k s .
S p r i n k l e  w i t h  c h o p p e d  p e c a n s ,  m e l t e d
c h o c o l a t e ,  a n d  c a r a m e l  s a u c e .
R e t u r n  t o  f r i d g e  f o r  3  t o  4  h o u r s  t o  s e t ,
t h e n  s e r v e .  { Y o u  c a n  a l s o  d o  t h i s
w i t h  a  y e l l o w  c a k e  m i x . }

The joy of the Lord is my strength
Nehemiah 8:10 

LifestyleNews

mailto:jackiebholloway03@gmail.com


SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH 2024 – 2025 MINSTRY LEADERS

Joy - Vashawn Mitchell

Joy - for King + Country 

Joy - The Georgia Mass Choir 

JOY (Unspeakable) - Voices of Fire

Joy Unspeakable - Douglas Miller

Center Of My Joy - Richard Smallwood 

The Joy - The Belonging Co (featuring David Dennis) 

This Joy I Have - Shirley Caesar

I’ve Got Joy - CeCe Winans

Joy In The Morning - Tauren Wells,Elevation Worship

JOY

Add these songs to your
Graduation Mix Tape to
remind you that the joy of
the Lord is your strength!



Surely Goodness
Television Broadcast

Sunday:    5:00 PM
WARZ-TV —— Cable TV 5

Monday:   8:00 PM
Raleigh Television Network

RTN22 

Tuesday:  8:00 AM
WLFL —— CW22 
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The joy of the Lord is my strength Nehemiah 8:10

Senior Pastor 
 Reverend Dr. Kevin D. Sturdivant 

The joy of the Lord is my strength Nehemiah 8:10


