Dealing with Unjust Suffering
(excerpted from a document compiled by Karen Center)
Those that oppress others do not go unnoticed or unpunished by God.
· (Psalm 1:4–6)  4 The wicked are not so, But they are like chaff which the wind drives away. 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. 

· (Psalm 10:13–14) 13 Why has the wicked spurned God? He has said to himself, “You will not require it.” 14 You have seen it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation to take it into Your hand. The unfortunate commits himself to You; You have been the helper of the orphan. 

God uses the unjust and even injustice for His own purposes
· (Genesis 50:20) 20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 

· (Proverbs 16:4 NKJV) 4 The Lord has made all for Himself, Yes, even the wicked for the day of doom. 

· (Isaiah 45:7) 7 The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. 

The just should expect mistreatment from the unjust
· (Psalm 37:12–13) 12 The wicked plots against the righteous And gnashes at him with his teeth. 13 The Lord laughs at him, For He sees his day is coming.

· (John 16:33) 33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” 

· (2 Timothy 3:12) 12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

· (1 Peter 4:12–13) 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 

The oppressed are rewarded and comforted
· (Psalm 9:9–10) 9 The Lord also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, A stronghold in times of trouble; 10 And those who know Your name will put their trust in You, For You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You. 

· (Psalm 10:17–18) 17 O Lord, You have heard the desire of the humble; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear 18 To vindicate the orphan and the oppressed, So that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror. 

· (Psalm 34:15–18) 15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers, To cut off the memory of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hears And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

· (Proverbs 20:22) 22 Do not say, “I will repay evil”; Wait for the Lord, and He will save you. 

· (Lamentations 3:19–24) 19 Remember my affliction and my wandering, the wormwood and bitterness. 20 Surely my soul remembers And is bowed down within me. 21 This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. 22 The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 23 They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him.” 

· (Matthew 5:11–12) 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

· (Romans 12:19–21) 19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

· (1 Peter 4:19) 19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

Judgment may be delayed, but payday always comes unless the offender repents

· (Ecclesiastes 8:11–13) 11 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil. 12 Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly. 13 But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God. 

· (2 Peter 2:9)  9 …the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment…

Judgment and recompense for evil works are inevitable, and God's books are ultimately always balanced

· (Proverbs 12:2,7) 2 A good man will obtain favor from the Lord, But He will condemn a man who devises evil.  7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, But the house of the righteous will stand. 

· (Proverbs 24:19–20) 19 Do not fret because of evildoers Or be envious of the wicked; 20 For there will be no future for the evil man; The lamp of the wicked will be put out. 

· (Colossians 3:25) 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 

How we deal with injustice beyond our control often reveals what and where we are in terms of spiritual maturity, and whether or not we trust God's ways.  Deal with injustice by:  

· Expecting it.

· Understanding that nature of the world and sinners.

· Living as peaceably and justly as possible with all men.

· Committing your case to God, believing that He is in control.

· Enduring injustice with patience.

· Expecting a reward for suffering.

· Knowing injustice does not slip by God.

· Recognizing it is God's responsibility to correct and take vengeance in HIS TIME, not ours.  
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