Faith and Fear

Genesis 32:1-23

Opening Thoughts:





I. The Place: God’s Reminder of His Presence and Protection (vs. 1–2)





II. The Preparation: Relying on our own Strength and Strategies (vs. 3–8)





III. The Prayer: Sweet Surrender (vs. 9–12)





IV. The Present: An Abundant Appeasement (vs. 13–23)





Points to Ponder
1. When God provides clear reminders of His presence (like the angels in v. 1-2), why do our hearts often immediately default to panic and self-protection?
2. Jacob sent messengers and divided his people into two camps to survive Esau (v. 3-8). At what point does wise planning cross the line into relying on our own strength?
3. How does Jacob’s strategy of sending waves of gifts (v. 13-21) reveal that he was still trying to control the outcome? How do we sometimes attempt to 'bribe' God or manage our circumstances after we have just prayed about them?

