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BOOK OF LUKE READING PLAN It’s interesting. 

81% of Americans believe in God. We own Bibles and maybe even go to 
church now and then. Some of us have our kids baptized and celebrate 
Christmas and Easter. We have crosses on the walls of our homes, around 
our necks, even tattooed on our bodies. Someone sneezes, we say, “God 
bless you!” We believe in God and love Jesus. But, there’s a problem. 

The Bible.

As people who believe in God, we have a fondness for the Bible. It’s the 
word of God, after all. It’s the #1 best-selling book of all time. But… 

Most of us don’t actually read it. 

Though 9 out of 10 of us own a Bible, only one in five of us have actually 
read it. Now, there are good reasons for this. We are busy people and 
the Bible is a really big book! The context and the language of the Bible 
can seem archaic and confusing. Parts of the Bible are just plain hard to 
understand. So, here’s what we want to do:

We want to make it easier for you.

What follows is the Book of Luke. In my opinion, Luke is the most 
interesting book of the Bible. It’s packed with one exciting story after 
another. The story of Jesus’ birth. The stable and the shepherds. Zacchaeus. 
The Good Samaritan. The Prodigal son. Mary and Martha. The Last Supper. 
The cross, and the women who were shocked when the tomb was empty. If 
you read the Book of Luke from beginning to end, it reads like that page-
turner of a book you couldn’t set down. So…

Let’s get after it.

We’ve broken the book of Luke into 25 bite size pieces. It will only take you 
10 minutes a day. I’m no Bible expert, but I’ve included my notes in hopes 
that they give helpful context and allow you to hear some of what the first 
readers uniquely heard in the story. I’ve provided questions for reflection, 
or discussion if you are reading with your Connect Group, a friend or 
spouse, which I highly recommend. I also left space for you to write your 
own thoughts, notes and questions. I can’t encourage you enough to take 
the time to do so.

I’m so excited to do this with you!

Pastor Hans Dahl
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Context Matters.
Every story has a context. (That’s why when you tell your significant other stories 
about the crazy things you did in high school or college, they don’t find it as funny 
as you do.) The same is true of the Bible. Context matters. Now, some traditions 
disregard context and suggest that the Bible is self explanatory. You’ve likely heard 
some describe it as inerrant, inspired, or infallible. “Just read it and do what it 
says,” they would say. But, unfortunately, it’s a little more complicated than that. 
You know this if you’ve ever actually tried to read the Bible on your own. I mean, 
what do you do with 2 Kings 2:23-24, Leviticus 10:6 or 1 Samuel 18:25-27? (I 
know you’re curious now. So, stop and look them up.) 

When you read the Bible, you discover it was actually written by humans. People 
like you and me. People who heard the story of Jesus and, once they heard it, they 
just couldn’t keep it to themselves! They had to write it down so the story could 
be shared. And each of those authors had a context – social, economic, political, 
cultural and historical circumstances – that shaped how and what they wrote. That’s 
why, for example, we have 4 different versions of the story of Jesus’ life which we 
call “Gospels” (which means “good news”) – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Each 
of the authors of these Gospels saw the life of Jesus from a different perspective – 
similar to how your sibling might share a story from your childhood that leaves you 
wondering if they are on drugs because you don’t remember it that way at all! We 
each have our own perspective, or context. The same is true of the authors of the 
Bible.

The Author.
The author of Luke wrote during the last third of the first century, somewhere 
between 60-80 AD, approximately 30-45 years after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. Nero was the Emperor of the Roman Empire. During his reign, there 
was a fire in Rome which Nero blamed on Christians. He launched a campaign of 
persecution of Christians, which would eventually take the life of one of the most 
famous Bible characters, Paul. Many believe the author of Luke was a traveling 
companion to Paul. In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he calls Luke “the beloved 
physician” (Colossians 4:14), born in Antioch (southernmost Turkey today), which 
is interesting. If he was indeed the author of Luke, this makes him likely the only 
non-Jewish author of any New Testament book.
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So, why did Luke write?
Some speculate that the author was potentially paid or given what amounts to 
a research grant by the wealthy patron, Theophilus, for whom he is writing an 
“orderly account” (1:1) of the life of Jesus. Luke never, as best as we can tell, 
met Jesus while he was alive. He learned everything through eyewitnesses and 
meticulous research, and records his “orderly account” in the book of Luke. He then 
continues with the story of the early church in the book of Acts. Where the book 
of Luke ends with the death and resurrection of Jesus, the author picks up the 
storyline in Acts sharing the early years of the church. He even starts each book by 
dedicating them both to Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-3). 

Luke’s version of Jesus.
What makes Luke’s portrayal of Jesus unique from the other Gospels is the way 
the author vividly paints a picture of Jesus’ focus on the marginalized, oppressed 
and socially outcast. Again and again, Jesus disrupted expectations and norms 
concerning wealth, poverty and possessions. He championed an unmistakable 
inclusiveness, provided for and took care of the poor, took a stand on issues of 
economic justice, and, by his example, elevated the role of women as disciples. For 
Luke’s Jesus, the problem, then and now, lies in an “imbalance” – when some have 
nothing, while others have excessive amounts of wealth, power and influence. 
Jesus stands in conflict with the political, economic, cultural and social institutions 
of his day that alienate some and reward others. But here’s an important detail I 
encourage you to watch for as you read: For Luke, Jesus’ goal wasn’t to create a 
new religion. Instead, he was beckoning the people of his day (and us!) to a way of 
life! 

Fulfillment.
Finally, as you read, take notice of how often the author refers to passages from 
what we call the Old Testament (what our Jewish friends call the Hebrew Bible). 
Woven into Luke’s “orderly account” is an argument: Jesus isn’t just a kind, 
compassionate and charismatic leader. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promised 
Messiah and Savior – he is the fulfillment of “everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms” (24:44-47).
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Introduction
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled 
among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were 
eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have 
carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have been taught.

1:2 “just as they were handed down to us.” Think back to when you were 
first told the story of Jesus. Who handed it down to you? What version of 
Jesus did you receive? Was Jesus kind and compassionate? Or judgmental? 
Was he like Santa – always watching to see if you are naughty or nice? 

1:3 “carefully investigated everything.” Up until now, how have 
you “investigated” Jesus, faith and the Bible? Do you have a Connect 
Group where you explore who Jesus is? What’s gotten in the way of you 
investigating? What will ensure you make it to the end of this study?

1:3 “orderly account.” In the original Greek, “orderly account” is better 
translated as “orderly narrative.” In our world today, an “orderly narrative” 
of things is hard to come by. Why is an “orderly account” so rare, and 
misinformation so common? (ex. Social media & media bias) 

1:3 “Theophilus.” The author is writing with a very specific audience in 
mind: “most excellent Theophilus.” Unfortunately, we don’t know who he is, 
but we know his name means “friend of God” or “one who loves God.” Many 
believe he was a non-Jew (a Gentile). He was one among many Gentiles who 
had heard of Jesus, and were, at the same time, on the edge of Judaism – 
attracted to the theology and principles of Judaism, but not full converts to 
Judaism. Likely, one of the author’s motives was to tell the story in a way that 
draws Theophilus and other traditionally non-religious or pagan Gentiles 
into the story of Jesus, and ultimately, the story of God’s love for them. To 
this end, as you read, notice how Luke uniquely traces the history of Jesus all 
the way back to Adam, the ancestor of all the people of the world (3:23-38). 
He sets the context of the story of Jesus in secular history (2:1-3, 3:1-2), not 
religious history. The author doesn’t spend as much time tending to the 
importance of traditional Jewish laws as the other Gospel writers, and in 
his second volume, Acts, the author’s main focus is on Paul’s mission to the 
Gentiles.

CHAPTER ONE
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1:4 “certainty.” The Greek word for certainty also means “stability.” Luke’s 
aim is to provide a version of Jesus that brings a measure of stability to 
Theophilus’ faith and life amid a religious tradition which suggests he, as a 
Gentile, doesn’t belong. What is causing people instability today? When it 
comes to faith, what has caused you to feel instability in your faith life along 
the way? How do Christians unintentionally cause others to feel instability in 
their faith? As we read, remember: The author wants Theophilus to feel the 
stability that Jesus came to give us all!
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The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, 
who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a 
descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing 
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless 
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before 
God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into 
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of 
incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with 
fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 
14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 
15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 
16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he 
will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my 
wife is well along in years.”

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will 
be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not 
believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.”

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he 
stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. 
They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them 
but remained unable to speak.

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his 
wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 
“The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor 
and taken away my disgrace among the people.”



11

The Birth of Jesus Foretold
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to 
call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and 
she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 
40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother 
of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed 
that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

Mary’s Song
46 And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
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    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.

The Birth of John the Baptist
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they 
shared her joy.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 
name him after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He 
is to be called John.”

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.”

62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the 
child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, 
“His name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set 
free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbors were filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these 
things. 66 Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this 
child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.

Zechariah’s Song
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
71 salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
72 to show mercy to our ancestors
    and to remember his holy covenant,
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73     the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79 to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness 
until he appeared publicly to Israel.

1:5 “In the time of Herod king of Judea.” The story begins and this isn’t 
just a fairytale. The author of Luke grounds the story in real human history. If 
you were to begin a story about the times in which we live, and would begin 
that story as Luke does, whose name would you use to ground the story in 
time and place? Why?

1:7 “childless.” In the absence of scientific knowledge about the biological 
process of conceiving a child, in that ancient world a couple’s inability to 
conceive a child was seen as God’s judgment against them, especially 
women. But, before Jesus is even on the scene, the author begins the 
work that Jesus will continue silencing such twisted thinking. Rather than 
being deserving of punishment, Zechariah and Elizabeth are exemplary 
characters experiencing deep grief. Surprise! Instead of punishment, this is 
an opportunity for God to act. Not only would they receive a child, but John 
would “make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (1:17). As you think of 
your life, can you remember a time when God surprised you?

1:22 “unable to speak.” Zechariah’s inability to speak isn’t a punishment 
from God for his unbelief. That’s just not how God works. Instead, Luke is 
giving us our first example of how Jesus would bring one reversal after 
another. Consider how Zechariah, the priest who is used to speaking of 
God’s ways, is silenced, while Elizabeth’s growing body communicates God’s 
remarkable favor (1:24-25). When you think of the story of Jesus, list the 
ways Jesus seeks to reverse what is all too common? How does Jesus turn 
things upside down?
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1:26 “to Nazareth, a town in Galilee.” Rather than the temple in 
Jerusalem or the Colosseum in Rome, the announcement came to the 
backwater, seedy town of Nazareth. “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” people would ask (John 1:46). Mary was a young unmarried, 
virgin. Joseph a lowly carpenter. This is not how the story of a king should 
begin. It was just too humble for anyone to conceive. Why is this sort 
of beginning so important to the story? Why is humility so important to 
following Jesus? What humility is needed of us most today?

1:35 “[he] will be called the Son of God.” Remember, the author is writing 
to Theophilus and his fellow Gentiles who are fascinated with the God of the 
Hebrew Bible. He’s writing to connect the dots. Jesus is the fulfillment of 
what was promised. The Messiah that God’s people have been waiting for is 
here. When have you had to wait for something, and it took longer than you 
expected? What are you still waiting for?

1:46-55 Mary’s response to the angel is put to music most famously in 
Johann Sebastian Bach’s “Magnificat” (Stop reading, find it on Spotify and 
listen now!). Mary’s song paints a picture of how God’s power is revealed in 
unexpected ways: God chose Mary – a young girl from a foul place – to be 
the mother of the long-awaited Savior. (1:48 “humble” in the Greek doesn’t 
mean “meek” or “quiet,” rather “humiliated,” “marginalized” or “despised.”) 
God comes to earth not as a prince in a palace, but as a baby born in a 
barn. God takes down the powerful, but lifts up the lowly. In Luke, God is 
turning things upside down, working through the unexpected, unlikely and 
lowly. This is a “theology of the cross”: When we think things are dark, 
that’s when God switches on the light. When we are weak, that’s when we 
discover God’s hope. God’s power is revealed in weakness and suffering (ex. 
the cross), rather than our strength, abilities and achievement. When the 
author wrote these words, his people had recently taken a severe beating 
in the Jewish-Roman War (66-70 CE), the temple destroyed, and the city of 
Jerusalem ransacked. These are much needed words of hope. When have 
you found yourself in darkness, but experienced the hope and contentment 
of God?

CHAPTER TWO
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The Birth of Jesus
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the 
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for 
them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived.

CHAPTER TWO
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Jesus Presented in the Temple
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, 
Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is 
written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the 
Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom 
of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
    and the glory of your people Israel.”

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple 
but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that 
very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, 
they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 
became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

The Boy Jesus at the Temple
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 
42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the 
custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the 
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he 
was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 
among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back 
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to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple 
courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, 
why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching 
for you.”

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them.

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man.

2:1-3 “a census…everyone went to their own town to register.” 
None of the other Gospels include this detail. Why does the author of 
Luke include the census? The author has an agenda. Consider this: A 
census seems harmless for most, but for those of poorer communities or 
not of the dominant racial, ethnic or political class, this was not trivial. A 
census brought fear. Finding your name on a government list could bring 
consequences for the less privileged: compulsory service in roles that 
would lead to death, examination by social services or immigration officials, 
and certainly excessive taxation. Rome was seeking to expand taxation in 
Palestine, especially in rural areas like Galilee. As much as half or more of 
your income was consumed by various levels of Roman taxes, on top of your 
yearly temple tax. From the very beginning, Luke’s agenda is to illustrate 
how Jesus’ target was the marginalized, oppressed and socially outcast.

2:7 “manger.” Jesus would be born in the shadow of the lavish Roman 
imperial enterprise that kept the peace by keeping the poor poor. In contrast 
to Rome, the baby is laid in an animal’s feeding trough. What does the 
manger seem to suggest about the power Jesus will have?

2:7 “no guest room.” In the Greek, this is not referring to an inn, hotel 
or motel, rather it is better translated as “upper room.” Homes consisted 
of one room to accommodate the family with a wall separating the living 
quarters from animal stalls. Over the animal stalls would have been an 
“upper room” where relatives, extended family and guests would stay when 
they visit. Joseph, having been a descendant of family in Bethlehem, would 
have anticipated relatives making such accommodations available for use. 
We can suspect that either Joseph was seen as an embarrassment by his 
family because of his character or this pregnancy out of marriage, or that his 
relatives offered their upper room to those higher up the social ladder than 
Joseph.
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2:8 “shepherds.” It’s not royal, priestly or holy types who visit the baby – 
rather shepherds, who were among the poorest of the poor. Because of their 
lack of attention to religious expectations and rules, they were outcasts to 
the religious system. And yet, they were the first to hear word that the one all 
had been waiting for, God’s own Son, the Messiah, had come!

2:10 “great joy for all the people.” This story has already taken a different 
path than most epic tales in the ancient world. The main characters are poor, 
not rich. Powerless, not powerful. As Mary’s song illustrated, this child is not 
another king like all the rest. This is not Rome’s “Pax Romana” – peace kept 
under the brutal oppression of Rome, where the elite benefit and all others 
suffer. This child is destined to bring great joy for all people! All expected a 
Messiah who would be a strong, political liberator and raise an unstoppable 
army. Instead, Jesus’ reign will be characterized by “joy for all the people” 
and “peace to those on whom his favor rests.” Who in your life (or in our 
world) is often left out when it comes to joy and peace?

2:22 “purification rites.” What is this all about? It’s a little awkward to 
talk about and painful for men to think about, but as a Jew, Jesus was 
circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with Jewish 
tradition. This was a sign of the covenant God made with Abraham (Genesis 
17:10-14), and the tradition was followed to signify Jesus’ belonging and 
faithfulness to the Jewish law. A sacrifice accompanied the tradition – the 
usual offering of a lamb. Because they could not afford the lamb, they 
substitute two pigeons or turtle doves.

2:42 “twelve years old.” This is the only place in the Bible where we get 
a glimpse into Jesus’ childhood, and guess what? Jesus did what all of 
us did as children – he annoys and worries his parents! They are traveling 
home from Jerusalem to Galilee in a caravan of friends and family after the 
Passover festival – a boy could easily not be missed until the end of the day. 
But notice, the parent-child disagreement ends with Mary “treasuring all 
these things in her heart (2:51), yet the interaction introduces an uneasiness 
about what will take place as the story of this bold and faithful boy’s life 
unfolds. As a child, were there moments you made your parents uneasy? (Be 
honest!) If you are a parent, have there been moments when your kids made 
you uneasy?

CHAPTER THREE
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CHAPTER THREE

John the Baptist Prepares the Way
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words 
of Isaiah the prophet:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.
5 Every valley shall be filled in,
    every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
    the rough ways smooth.
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’”

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping 
with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 
Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not 
produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked.

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has 
none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we 
do?”

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with 
your pay.”

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
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John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and 
fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 
And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good 
news to them.

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to 
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod 
added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.

The Baptism and Genealogy of Jesus
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 
was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.”

23 Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He 
was the son, so it was thought, of Joseph,the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the 
son of Levi, the son of Melki, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of 
Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 
26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josek, 
the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the 
son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the son of 
Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer,
the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the 
son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son 
of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of 
David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, 
the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, 
the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 
the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son 
of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of 
Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.
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Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 
during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’”

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 
splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you 
worship me, it will all be yours.”

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’”

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 
For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you
    to guard you carefully;
11 they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”

12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune 
time.

CHAPTER FOUR

3:1-2 “In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar…during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas.” Throughout this section, 
Jesus is being prepared for public ministry. Notice how Luke goes out of his 
way to establish the historical context for Jesus’ public ministry and John’s 
announcement. This is not some mythical tale. From the very beginning, 
the author affirms Jesus as a significant figure in the history of humanity, 
placing him amid the two great and powerful centers of authority in the 
ancient world – the Empire and the Temple. By doing so, the author is also 
alerting us to pay attention to how Jesus’ relationship to the Empire and the 
Temple will unfold. John’s imprisonment (3:20) gives us a hint. What are the 
most powerful centers of authority in our world today? How do they align or 
conflict with the message of Jesus?
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3:16 “I baptize you with water.” John is so closely associated with 
“baptism,” that it became part of the way he was identified – namely as John 
“the Baptist.” The word for “baptism” comes from a verb meaning “to dip” 
and would’ve sounded familiar to ancient Jews who practiced purification 
rituals on a daily basis to ensure cleanliness. It was believed that an outward 
cleanliness was a sign of an inward holiness. Uniquely, though, the baptism 
that John celebrated was a one-time event that marked a “turning” or 
reorientation of one’s life on a new course. What does baptism mean to you? 
How does it reorient your life?

3:21 “Jesus was baptized too.” Why is Jesus baptized? What reorienting 
does Jesus need to do? When God led God’s people to safety out of Egypt, 
the Red Sea was parted, but here the heavens are parted and a voice 
from heaven makes it absolutely clear who Jesus is: This is God’s son. The 
following genealogy (3:23-38), though tedious to read, connects this son 
of Joseph the carpenter to Adam, the first human created in Genesis and 
the first “son” of God. Jesus’ baptism isn’t so much a reorientation as a 
revelation of who Jesus really is. Who is Jesus to you?

4:1 “led by the Spirit into the wilderness.” From the remote location 
of the Jordan River to the temptations, this entire period of preparation 
for ministry is located in the wilderness, and wilderness evokes many 
connections. The Israelites wandered from Egypt to the promised land. The 
wilderness is full of dangers, wild beasts, unkind geography, hostile people, 
and scarce food and water. It is a place of testing. Jesus’ testing moves from 
hunger in the wilderness, to authority over all the earth, to the temple in 
Jerusalem. When we are tested, like Jesus, we are challenged to rely on God 
for sustenance rather than our own strength, control or abilities. Can you 
name a wilderness season in your life? How were you tested?
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Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day 
he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying 
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 
his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard 
that you did in Capernaum.’”

24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I 
assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 
shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 
26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region 
of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy[b] in the time of Elisha the 
prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the 
town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through 
the crowd and went on his way.

Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit
31 Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath he 
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taught the people. 32 They were amazed at his teaching, because his words had 
authority.
33 In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an impure spirit. 
He cried out at the top of his voice, 34 “Go away! What do you want with us, Jesus 
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God!”

35 “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of him!” Then the demon threw the 
man down before them all and came out without injuring him.

36 All the people were amazed and said to each other, “What words these are! 
With authority and power he gives orders to impure spirits and they come out!” 37 
And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.

Jesus Heals Many
38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-
in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39 So he 
bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began 
to wait on them.

40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, 
and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41 Moreover, demons came 
out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and 
would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.

42 At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him 
and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 

43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other 
towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the 
synagogues of Judea.

4:16 “He went to Nazareth.” As Jesus’ time of preparation is over and his 
public ministry begins, he goes to his hometown of Nazareth, a place we 
might assume he is guaranteed a warm reception. It’s his hometown after 
all. Wrong! In our lives, sometimes we have the desire to “go back” – back 
to the familiar, back to where we came from, back to what’s certain. In the 
Old Testament, the Israelites are rescued from slavery in Egypt, but after 
wandering in the desert with Moses for a while, they wanted to go back, 
even though they were slaves! When have you tried to “go back” and it didn’t 
work out the way you planned?

4:21 “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” The hometown 
crowd was amazed. In the synagogue, Jesus suggested that the “year of 
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the Lord’s favor” (2:19), or what was known as the “Year of Jubilee,” was 
beginning now. Every 50 years, Hebrew scripture spoke of a year during 
which the entire economy would be given a fresh start. Land would be given 
a year of rest (a “fallow” year). All debts were canceled. Indentured servants 
would be set free. Ancestral lands sold out of financial necessity would be 
returned. These words were a tremendous comfort to the citizens of rural, 
forgotten Galilee, especially Nazareth – a town of which people had said, 
“Can anything good come from there?” (John 1:46). What economic resets 
does our world need today?

4:29 “throw him off the cliff.” If the news of the “Year of Jubilee” is such 
good news, why do they want to kill him? When they ask for evidence of the 
fulfillment Jesus has just declared, he informs them that the results of this 
year will not be what they expect. He makes reference to Elijah and Elisha 
(1 Kings 17:8-9; 2 Kings 5:14), prophets who prioritized healings among 
Gentiles, rather than Israelites who were equally in need. They are insulted 
by such favor being given to such disgraceful people. It was as if they said to 
him, “Jesus, you can mess with our economics, but don’t you dare mess with 
us socially!” In doing so, though, Jesus is declaring his program of inclusion, 
ignoring human categories of privilege. When do we get uneasy and rebel 
against people messing with our “human categories,” even when the results 
may be good for us?

4:35 “Come out of him!” Jesus proclaims the “Year of Julilee” and 
immediately goes about the work of making that announcement a reality 
for all people. He recognizes what most of us need: to be freed from those 
things that have a hold on us, control us, and cause us shame or lead to 
self-alienation. What has a hold on you these days? Where in your life do you 
need to hear Jesus speak those words “come out!”? 
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Jesus Calls His First Disciples
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were 
crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2 He saw at the water’s 
edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He 
got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and 
let down the nets for a catch.”

5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.”

6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets 
began to break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, 
Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
Simon’s partners.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 
11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Jesus Heals a Man With Leprosy
12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with 
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, 
“Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”

13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be 
clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him.

14 Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest 
and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony 
to them.”

15 Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came 
to hear him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus often withdrew to 
lonely places and prayed.

CHAPTER FIVE
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Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man
17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 
there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. 
And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came 
carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him 
before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the 
middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus.

20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”

21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who 
is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these 
things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority 
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take 
your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what 
he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and 
gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.”

Jesus Calls Levi and Eats With Sinners
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at 
his tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything 
and followed him.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat 
and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Jesus Questioned About Fasting
33 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of 
the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.”

34 Jesus answered, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while he is 
with them? 35 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from 
them; in those days they will fast.”

36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch 
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an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from 
the new will not match the old. 37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the 
wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39 
And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’”

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath
One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to 
pick some heads of grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. 2 Some of 
the Pharisees asked, “Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Have you never read what David did when he and 
his companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God, and taking the 
consecrated bread, he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave 
some to his companions.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is Lord of 
the Sabbath.”

6 On another Sabbath he went into the synagogue and was teaching, and a man 
was there whose right hand was shriveled. 7 The Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if 
he would heal on the Sabbath. 8 But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said 
to the man with the shriveled hand, “Get up and stand in front of everyone.” So he 
got up and stood there.

9 Then Jesus said to them, “I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good 
or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”

10 He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” He did so, and his hand was completely restored. 11 But the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law were furious and began to discuss with one another what 
they might do to Jesus.

The Twelve Apostles
12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the 
night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and 
chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he 
named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, 
Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Blessings and Woes
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his 
disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from 

CHAPTER SIX
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Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come 
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits 
were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming 
from him and healing them all.

5:10 “from now on you will fish for people,” 6:13 “he called his 
disciples to him and chose twelve of them.” The author of Luke has 
outlined the “good news” that is Jesus’ agenda, and now it is time to call 
disciples who, looking at his work thus far, have a clear idea of his project. 
Peter, though, falls down at Jesus’ knees and says how sinful he is. How 
do you, like Peter, feel ill-equipped to be a disciple? Do you fear you are not 
enough? What do you think Jesus would say to you?

5:12 “leprosy,” 5:18 “paralyzed man,” 5:30 “Pharisees and the 
teachers…complained,” 6:6 “right hand was shriveled.” As Jesus is 
calling his team of co-workers, Jesus encounters one desperate situation 
after another, and each healing leads to a clash with the Pharisees and 
teachers. The author is making clear to those who join Jesus in his mission 
what they are getting themselves into. Being a disciple leads you to 
unexpected places, encountering unexpected people, and experiencing 
unexpected resistance. Following Jesus complicated the disciples’ lives. 
Does following Jesus complicate your life today? If not, should it?
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20 Looking at his disciples, he said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,
    for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now,
    for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,
    for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you,
    when they exclude you and insult you
    and reject your name as evil,
        because of the Son of Man.

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 
that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,
    for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now,
    for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,
    for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
    for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

Love for Enemies
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes 
your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, 
and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others 
as you would have them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love 
those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom 
you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the 
ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

Judging Others
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37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to 
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is 
fully trained will be like their teacher.

41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the 
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

A Tree and Its Fruit
43 “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each tree 
is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes 
from briers. 45 A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For 
the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

The Wise and Foolish Builders
46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 As for everyone 
who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show 
you what they are like. 48 They are like a man building a house, who dug down 
deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that 
house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49 But the one who hears 
my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on 
the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it 
collapsed and its destruction was complete.”

6:17 “A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of 
people from all over.” This is the stage for the entire next section of Luke 
– the disciples have been called, and now it is a time of training before they 
will be authorized and sent out (9:1-6) – but Jesus’ ministry never stops. 
The disciples will observe and learn by Jesus’ example as they apprentice 
him while his growing ministry continues. I imagine Jesus wished he 
could just hit pause and take the disciples away on a training retreat, but 
duty calls. When have you wished you could just hit pause? When life was 
overwhelming and the responsibilities felt too much for you to handle?
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6:20 “Blessed are you,” 6:24 “woe to you.” This portion of Luke is often 
referred to as the “Sermon on the Plain” and is a collection of teachings 
intended to jumpstart the disciples’ ministry training, all while in the 
presence of a multitude of people. The “blessings” expand on the theme of 
good news to the poor, prisoners set free, and the blind having their sight 
restored – themes he began speaking of in his “Year of Jubilee” talk back in 
Nazareth. The “woes” pointedly make clear that those who think they have a 
privileged place in God’s kingdom (specifically the wealthy, urban elite), will 
not have such privilege coming their way. What assumptions do we make 
about who is acceptable and who is not acceptable for God?

6:27 “Love your enemies,” 6:32 “those who love you,” 6:37 “Do not 
judge,” 6:45 “good man…evil man.” Still teaching his disciples with the 
crowds pressing in, Jesus continues those themes he began in Nazareth. 
Jesus is turning upside down the relationships we assume and take for 
granted. Of course, you hate your enemies. No – love them. Of course, I love 
and do good for those who I hope will return the favor. No – give without 
regard for what you will receive in return. Of course, some people deserve 
to be judged. Of course, there are good people and evil people. Jesus says 
– No! Wise people build themselves a strong foundation. They are secure 
in who they are as God’s beloved, and consequently they are freed from 
labeling. They can love all without exception. Who are “those people” in 
your life who are difficult to love? You know, the ones you have labels for? 
What would it look like for you to have such a strong foundation that “those 
people” can’t rattle you?

CHAPTER SEVEN
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When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he 
entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, 
was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of 
the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to 
Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 
because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with 
them.

He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, 
don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That 
is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers 
under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I 
say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 
10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant 
well.

Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son
11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large 
crowd went along with him. 12 As he approached the town gate, a dead person 
was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a 
large crowd from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart went 
out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the 
bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” 15 The dead man sat 
up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.

16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared 
among us,” they said. “God has come to help his people.” 17 This news about Jesus 
spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country.

Jesus and John the Baptist
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he 
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect 
someone else?”

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 

CHAPTER SEVEN
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‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”

21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and 
evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is 
anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If 
not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear 
expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out 
to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about 
whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
    who will prepare your way before you.’

28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, 
acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by 
John. 30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.)

31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people of this 
generation? What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace 
and calling out to each other:

“‘We played the pipe for you,
    and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge,
    and you did not cry.’

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 
‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here 
is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is 
proved right by all her children.”

Jesus Anointed by a Sinful Woman
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to 
the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived 
a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came 
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there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet 
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her 
hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman 
she is—that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.”

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him 
back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? 
I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever 
has been forgiven little loves little.”

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?”

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

7:1 “Jesus had finished saying all this…he entered Capernaum.” 
Jesus and the disciples are on the move. Training and ministry continues, 
and there’s no slowing down now! The pace of ministry is building. It’s one 
ministry episode after another. When you look at your life, what pace are you 
moving at? Is it healthy? What could you do today to make it more healthy? 
More Christ-centered?
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7:2 “a centurion’s servant…was sick.” The centurion is a Gentile in service 
to Rome. As a Gentile he was ritually unclean, and as a centurion in service 
to the brutal Roman Empire, he was despised. The centurion is anything but 
a model of faith. And yet, he called for Jesus to come and heal his servant. 
As Jesus approached the home of the centurion, he sent word to Jesus, 
“I’m not worthy. I don’t deserve to have you under my roof.” By contrast, 
Jesus suggests that he’s never seen faith as great as the centurion’s, and the 
servant is healed without Jesus even setting foot in the home. What do we 
believe makes us worthy of Jesus? What stereotypes do we have of Christians 
that create barriers to some experiencing the love and grace of a healthy 
church community?

7:12 “a dead person was being carried out.” First, Jesus heals the servant 
of a Gentile – not even in his house, but from a distance. Now, Jesus’ power 
is heightened by this story of resuscitating someone who is dead! They can’t 
believe what Jesus can do. What amazes you about God? Jesus? Faith?

7:19 “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?” In Jesus’ day, the “coming one” was associated with the faithful 
Jewish belief that one day God would send a mighty leader to rescue them 
from the nasty Roman empire, wipe out their enemies, and establish God’s 
reign here on earth. Several prophets spoke of this “coming one,” such as 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. Jesus’ response to John’s question suggests that he 
has come not in the mold of what they expected, but as one greater than 
what they expected – more loving, peaceful, and compassionate. Their 
ideas of what God would come and do were different from God’s purposes 
in Jesus. As followers of Jesus, we have ideas of who Jesus is and what he 
ultimately wants for us - How do you imagine Jesus’ hopes and dreams for us 
are different from our hopes and dreams?

7:37 “A woman…who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating 
at the Pharisee’s house.” As if the disciples’ training can’t get more 
unorthodox, now they find themselves at the home of a Pharisee – one 
of the religious leaders who is always at odds with Jesus. A woman who 
is only known as a “sinner” shows up and starts kissing Jesus’ feet and 
bathing them in her tears. It’s possible she’s known as a liar, thief, cheat or a 
prostitute. The Pharisee questions why Jesus would allow her to do this, and 
Jesus turns the argument on its head – pointing out this woman’s generosity 
and love versus the host’s. Jesus forgives the woman of all her sins and 
sets her free. Faith is not knowing facts about Jesus or the Bible, it’s acting 
with love and compassion. Love is how we heal and liberate the world! As 
followers of Jesus, sometimes we get this mixed up. When and where do we 
sometimes believe faith is more about what we “know,” rather than how we 
“love?”

CHAPTER EIGHT



37

The Parable of the Sower
After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some 
women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) 
from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the 
manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were 
helping to support them out of their own means.

4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town 
after town, he told this parable: 5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds 
ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered 
because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 
with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.”

When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The knowledge of 
the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that,
“‘though seeing, they may not see;
    though hearing, they may not understand.’

11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 
along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away 
the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on 
the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but 
they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 
14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.

A Lamp on a Stand
16 “No one lights a lamp and hides it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, 
they put it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For there 
is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not 
be known or brought out into the open. 18 Therefore consider carefully how you 
listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what they 
think they have will be taken from them.”

CHAPTER EIGHT
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Jesus’ Mother and Brothers
19 Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get 
near him because of the crowd. 20 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers 
are standing outside, wanting to see you.”

21 He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it 
into practice.”

Jesus Calms the Storm
22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” 
So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came 
down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great 
danger.

24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to 
drown!”

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and 
all was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.”

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 
27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from 
the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but 
had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, 
shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the 
Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the 
impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though 
he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and 
had been driven by the demon into solitary places.

30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they 
begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.

32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged 
Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them permission. 33 When the 
demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed down 
the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and 
reported this in the town and countryside, 35 and the people went out to see 
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what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom 
the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; 
and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-
possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So 
he got into the boat and left.

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but 
Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has done 
for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done 
for him.

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
40 Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting 
him. 41 Then a man named Jairus, a synagogue leader, came and fell at Jesus’ 
feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42 because his only daughter, a girl 
of about twelve, was dying.

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 43 And a woman was 
there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could 
heal her. 44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and 
immediately her bleeding stopped.

45 “Who touched me?” Jesus asked.

When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing 
against you.”

46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from 
me.”

47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and 
fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him 
and how she had been instantly healed. 48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, your 
faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the 
synagogue leader. “Your daughter is dead,” he said. “Don’t bother the teacher 
anymore.”

50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be 
healed.”

51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him 
except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. 52 Meanwhile, 
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all the people were wailing and mourning for her. “Stop wailing,” Jesus said. “She 
is not dead but asleep.”

53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 54 But he took her by the 
hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood 
up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 56 Her parents were 
astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.

When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority 
to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim 
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3 He told them: “Take nothing for the 
journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt. 4 Whatever house 
you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5 If people do not welcome you, 
leave their town and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.” 6 
So they set out and went from village to village, proclaiming the good news and 
healing people everywhere.

CHAPTER NINE

8:2-3 “also some women…Mary…Joanna…Susanna; and many 
others.” The author intentionally names women – itself an unusual detail. 
Often in the writings of the ancient world, women were anonymous or 
virtually invisible. Who in our world today too often remain(s) “invisible?”

8:15 “noble and good heart.” The training that the disciples receive as 
they walk with Jesus is no academic exercise. Instead, the intent is practical 
application of his teaching in Nazareth – the development of a big and 
generous, noble and good heart. Faithfulness isn’t just about hearing 
or knowing the word, but about the quality of the heart and long-term 
perseverance that comes from a noble and good heart. How’s your heart 
today? Big and generous? Or small and cautious?

8:25 “Where is your faith?” Out at sea, everything felt out of control, the 
disciples were panicking, Jesus calmed the storm, and then looked at them 
and said, “Where is your faith?” When life feels out of control, just like those 
disciples, we panic. We’re reminded, though, that Jesus is Lord over the 
chaos of our lives. Today, where is your faith? Do you trust Jesus only when 
things are calm, or even in the storm?

8:29 “driven by the demon into solitary places.” Like the demon-
possessed man, you and I have things that occupy our minds that drive us 
into “solitary places.” Things we say about ourselves. Things others have said 
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about us. Negative messages we endlessly repeat in our heads about who 
we are and who we aren’t – what we can or can’t do – what we should’ve 
done and what we didn’t do. And all these messages drive us to “solitary 
places.” They isolate us. Jesus restores the man’s dignity and community. 
After healing, the man is described as “dressed and in his right mind” (8:35) 
and he’s ready to rejoin society. What negative messages rattle around in 
your head and keep you from putting yourself out there? Jesus wants to do 
the same to your demons as he did to the man’s demons in this story.

8:44 “touched the edge of his cloak.” All she did was touch his cloak 
and she was healed. Amazing! If you were to touch Jesus’ cloak today, what 
would you want to be healed of?

8:49 “Your daughter is dead…Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” Have 
you ever felt like this? Like you waited and waited, but Jesus never seemed to 
show up? 

9:1-2 “When Jesus had called the Twelve…he sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.” Finally, the disciples’ 
season of training is over. They are sent out with a warning – not everyone 
will welcome you and my message (9:5). That’s ok. Just move on. Too often 
we are uncomfortable with the people who don’t see things our way. We 
feel as though we need to confront them or correct them. What issues make 
it hard for you to accept that some people don’t see it your way? How would 
Jesus approach these people?
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Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed 
because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8 others 
that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had 
come back to life. 9 But Herod said, “I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear 
such things about?” And he tried to see him.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. 
Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called 
Bethsaida, 11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed 
them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who 
needed healing.

12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, “Send the crowd away 
so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and 
lodging, because we are in a remote place here.”

13 He replied, “You give them something to eat.”

They answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and 
buy food for all this crowd.” 14 (About five thousand men were there.)

But he said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each.” 15 
The disciples did so, and everyone sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them 
to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and 
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

Peter Declares That Jesus Is the Messiah
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he 
asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”

19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that 
one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”

20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.”

Jesus Predicts His Death
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son 
of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests 
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and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised 
to life.”

23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants 
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their 
very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of 
the holy angels.

27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God.”

The Transfiguration
28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with 
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the appearance 
of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 
Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 
31 They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at 
Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became 
fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the men 
were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us 
put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not 
know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were 
afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is 
my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they 
found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell 
anyone at that time what they had seen.

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy
37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met 
him. 38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for 
he is my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him 
into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is 
destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”

41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I 
stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.”

42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a 
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave him 
back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.
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Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time
While everyone was marveling at all that Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44 
“Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be 
delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did not understand what this meant. 
It was hidden from them, so that they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask 
him about it.

46 An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the 
greatest. 47 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child and had him stand 
beside him. 48 Then he said to them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in my 
name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 
For it is the one who is least among you all who is the greatest.”

49 “Master,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and 
we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.”

50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you.”

9:9 “Who, then, is this I hear such things about?” This section of Luke is 
all about Jesus’ identity. Who is this man? It starts with Herod’s confusion. 
Herod Antipas hears about Jesus and wonders if he is John the Baptist 
raised from the dead. Who is Jesus to you? Do you think there are times 
when you try to fit him into your own ideas, agendas, and aspirations? Where 
might there be tension between who Jesus really is and who you want Jesus 
to be?

9:11 “He welcomed them.” The disciples have returned from the first 
mission and they withdrew by themselves for some much needed rest, 
but the crowds learned Jesus was in town. He didn’t turn the crowd away. 
He welcomed them, taught them about the kingdom, and met both their 
spiritual and physical needs. When interruptions come, do you see them as 
burdens or as opportunities to welcome others and reflect the compassion of 
Jesus?

9:29 “As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed.” Luke 
9:28-36 is often called the story of the Transfiguration. It’s this wild story 
that appears also in the books of Matthew and Mark, but only Luke suggests 
that Jesus was transfigured while he was praying. In Luke, prayer is not just 
a habit – it is the gateway to transformation in our lives. Do you approach 
prayer as a routine task or as a sacred space where God can transform you 
and your life? 
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9:37 “when they came down from the mountain.” Though life was 
incredible up on the mountain – it was a mountaintop experience! – it’s 
back to reality down the mountain. Jesus doesn’t stay up on the mountain, 
because down the mountain is where we live. Down the mountain is where 
there are hurts and pains, bickering and misunderstanding that needs 
transfiguring. He comes down the mountain and is confronted with a man 
whose only child is convulsing and foaming at the mouth (9:39). He comes 
down the mountain and his own disciples are arguing about which one of 
them is the greatest (9:46). Life is filled with “ups” and “downs” – “highs” 
and “lows.” Just when we think we’re on top of the world, the unexpected 
happens. Jesus wanted to be known as someone who is with us even in 
the valleys. How do you respond when highs are followed by real-world 
challenges?

9:44 “delivered into the hands of men.” Here we discover Jesus as 
the suffering Messiah who willingly embraces betrayal and death, while 
challenging the disciples’ expectations of power. Jesus is determined to 
redefine greatness whatever the cost. Are you following Jesus for what 
you perceive are the benefits for yourself (ex. Eternal life, status), or are you 
willing to follow him in humility, sacrifice, and service to others – loving 
others – even the least?
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Samaritan Opposition
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely 
set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a 
Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples 
James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and 
his disciples went to another village.

The Cost of Following Jesus
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.”

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay his head.”

59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim 
the kingdom of God.”

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say 
goodbye to my family.”

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
service in the kingdom of God.”

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead 
of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs 
among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone 
on the road.

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who 
promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7 
Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his 
wages. Do not move around from house to house.

CHAPTER TEN
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8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the 
sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 
But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, 11 
‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure 
of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable 
on that day for Sodom than for that town.

13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were 
performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more bearable 
for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you 
be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but 
whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to 
us in your name.”

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you 
authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit 
to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you 
were pleased to do.

22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the 
Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what 
you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, 
“what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”
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28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 
he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same 
road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 
But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, 
he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 
took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have.’

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 
hands of robbers?”

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

At the Home of Martha and Mary
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by 
all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t 
you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 
things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is 
better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

CHAPTER ELEVEN

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

“‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins,
    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.’”

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one 
inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and 
I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he 
will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your 
shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who 
seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 
12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Jesus and Beelzebul
14 Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man 
who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said, 
“By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.” 16 Others tested 
him by asking for a sign from heaven.

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided against 
itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18 If Satan is 
divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim 
that I drive out demons by Beelzebul. 19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, 
by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20 
But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come 
upon you.

21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are 
safe. 22 But when someone stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away 
the armor in which the man trusted and divides up his plunder.

23 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters.

24 “When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ 25 
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When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes 
and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. 
And the final condition of that person is worse than the first.”

27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, “Blessed is 
the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”

28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”

The Sign of Jonah
29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for 
a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah was a 
sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this generation. 31 The 
Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the people of this generation 
and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s 
wisdom; and now something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of 
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah 
is here.

The Lamp of the Body
33 “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a 
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light. 
34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are healthy, your whole body 
also is full of light. But when they are unhealthy, your body also is full of darkness. 
35 See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness. 36 Therefore, if your 
whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be just as full of light as 
when a lamp shines its light on you.”

9:51 “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” Up until now, Jesus has 
been traveling throughout rural Galilee announcing his mission. Beginning 
in his hometown of Nazareth, he called his disciples, provided them with 
on-the-job training, sent them on their first mission, and revealed his 
identity. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee comes to an abrupt end, as Luke begins 
Jesus’ long journey toward Jerusalem (9:51-19:27). As he travels, he 
will provide tough teachings about the demands entailed in following 
Jesus – “discipleship” involves major changes in how we live and how we 
understand the world. Doing so, Jesus is preparing the disciples for the 
coming events in Jerusalem and helping them understand how they’ll 
continue his ministry when he is no longer with them. Where are you 
being led – quite possibly by God – in a direction that may lead you to more 
discomfort or sacrifice, rather than less?
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Two examples of Jesus’ tough teachings about discipleship:

9:62 “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
service in the kingdom of God.” Here, Jesus challenges three would-be 
followers, making it clear that discipleship requires total commitment. He 
invites his followers to go “all in.” Let go of excuses and attachments – even 
good ones. What might you be clinging to that’s holding you back from fully 
following Jesus with a whole heart?

10:37 “Go and do likewise.” In response to the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus tells a story, also known as a parable. This parable is often 
called the “Parable of the Good Samaritan.” The irony of the story is that Jews 
hated Samaritans. Neither the priest, nor the Levite helped the man – but 
of all people, the Samaritan went out of his way to nurse the man back to 
health. Are you willing to interrupt your day, or to cross social or personal 
boundaries to show compassion to someone in need – especially someone 
you’re not naturally inclined to help?



52

Woes on the Pharisees and the Experts in the Law
37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so 
he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee was surprised when he 
noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal.

39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the 
cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish 
people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But now 
as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and everything will be clean for 
you.

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and 
all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You 
should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone.

43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the 
synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces.

44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people walk over 
without knowing it.”

45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these 
things, you insult us also.”

46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people 
down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger 
to help them.

47 “Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your 
ancestors who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your 
ancestors did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 49 Because 
of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of 
whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 50 Therefore this generation 
will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since 
the beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, 
who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation 
will be held responsible for it all.

52 “Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to 
knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who 
were entering.”

53 When Jesus went outside, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to 
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oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 54 waiting to catch him in 
something he might say.

Warnings and Encouragements
Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were 
trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: 
“Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 There 
is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. 3 What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what 
you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the 
roofs.

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 
can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after 
your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear 
him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten 
by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; 
you are worth more than many sparrows.

8 “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man 
will also acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But whoever disowns me before 
others will be disowned before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

11 “When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry 
about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12 for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you at that time what you should say.”

The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 
Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life 
does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 
abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 
store my crops.’

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have 
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plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 
you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 
rich toward God.”

Do Not Worry
22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not 
sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much 
more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry 
about the rest?

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, 
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown 
into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not 
set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan 
world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But 
seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 
the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no 
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.

Watchfulness
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants 
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes 
and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for 
those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, 
he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and 
wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, 
even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because 
the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”

41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”
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42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? 43 It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so 
when he returns. 44 Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 
45 But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in 
coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and 
to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day 
when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to 
pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.

47 “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do 
what the master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does 
not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 
From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the 
one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

Not Peace but Division
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is 
completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but 
division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each 
other, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 
mother-in-law.”

Interpreting the Times
54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately 
you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55 And when the south wind blows, you 
say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret 
this present time?

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you are going with 
your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, or your 
adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, 
and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I tell you, you will not get out until you 
have paid the last penny.”

Repent or Perish
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you 
think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN



56

they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all 
perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do 
you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 
went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took 
care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this 
fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’

8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”

11:38 “the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not 
first wash before the meal.” Jesus would go on to critique the religious 
leaders for their outward show of religious piety but inward spiritual 
corruption. He questions their legalism and greed, reminding us that true 
faith is about the heart’s condition, not external rituals. Are you more focused 
on appearing religious outwardly, or are you focused on allowing God to 
transform your heart inwardly?

12:15 “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.” In 
chapter 12, Jesus consistently warns about hypocrisy and greed. Be honest: 
Are you focused more on storing up stuff for yourself, or on being generous 
toward others?

12:22 “do not worry.” We live in a world that struggles with an anxiety and 
worry epidemic. Jesus teaches the opposite. You don’t need to worry. God 
will provide. What worries are you holding onto that you need to surrender 
and trust God to handle?

13:8 “leave it alone for one more year.” There are moments as Jesus 
approaches Jerusalem and the cross that his language gains intensity. At 
times, he appears demanding. Remember, it is out of love for you and me. 
He doesn’t have much time left. He wants to give us a better life. But over 
and under all of that is a God of patience. Like the man in the vineyard who 
says, “Let’s give it one more year…” When in your life were given a second 
chance?
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Jesus Heals a Crippled Woman on the Sabbath
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman 
was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over 
and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward 
and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his 
hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.

14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader 
said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those 
days, not on the Sabbath.”

15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath 
untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then 
should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for 
eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”

17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast
18 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it 
to? 19 It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It 
grew and became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.”

20 Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21 It is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked 
all through the dough.”

The Narrow Door
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way 
to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?”

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the 
house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 
‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’

27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all 
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you evildoers!’

28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves 
thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will 
take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who 
are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”

Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place 
and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”

32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing 
people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any 
case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet 
can die outside Jerusalem!

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 
how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to 
you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.’”

Jesus at a Pharisee’s House
One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he 
was being carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from 
abnormal swelling of his body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking 
hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way.

5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on 
the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to 
say.

7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he 
told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not 
take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been 
invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this 
person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 
10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, 
he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in 
the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
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12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 
your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you 
do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 
blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous.”

The Parable of the Great Banquet
15 When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is 
the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many 
guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had 
been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a 
field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try 
them out. Please excuse me.’

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’

21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the 
house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’

23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and 
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of 
those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

13:14 “Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath.” As Jesus 
travels to Jerusalem, we hear story after story (13:10-15:32) of Jesus 
redefining what makes one “holy” or “unholy.” Jesus redefines holiness as 
a life aligned with God’s mercy, inclusion, humility, sacrifice, and joy, rather 
than one obsessed with religious rules, self-righteousness, or exclusion. 
For example, Jesus heals a crippled woman on the Sabbath – the holy day 
– which challenges a rigid interpretation of the Sabbath law and provokes 
hostility from religious leaders. For Jesus, holiness is compassionate, not 
legalistic. Are you someone who prioritizes tradition? Are you a rule follower? 
If so, is it hard for you to break from tradition or not follow rules, even when it 
is the merciful and compassionate thing to do? 
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13:29-30 “People will come from east and west and north and south, 
and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed 
there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be 
last.” Jesus teaches that the kingdom of God is characterized by abundance 
– like a seed that became a tree, yeast that was enough for 60 pounds of 
flour. With Jesus, things are reversed. The kingdom has unlimited room for 
the least and last, but no room for those who presume they are first. The 
inclusive nature of God’s kingdom is remarkable. What’s one thing you could 
do to emulate an abundance of God’s grace in your life today?

14:13 “when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind.” Jesus again heals on the Sabbath and tells a parable 
about inviting the poor, crippled, and marginalized to God’s feast. For Jesus, 
holiness welcomes the outcast. Holiness makes space for the overlooked and 
unworthy. Who in your life or community have you overlooked or not made 
space for, and how can you extend God’s welcome to them?

CHAPTER FIFTEEN



61

The Cost of Being a Disciple
25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 
27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay 
the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first 
sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the 
one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 
In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be 
my disciples.

34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is 
fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.”

The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.”

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep 
and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and 
go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts 
it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors 
together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in 
the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

The Parable of the Lost Coin
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a 
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she 
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; 
I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
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The Parable of the Lost Son
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said 
to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property 
between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be 
in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that 
the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back 
to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 
him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and 
kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what 
was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed 
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out 
and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve 
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me 
even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!’

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
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14:28 “Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost…?” Again in 
this section of Luke, Jesus is still making his way to Jerusalem, and as 
he does, throughout his teaching, Jesus is redefining what makes you 
“holy.” Jesus redefines holiness not as strict rule-keeping or separation 
from what is unholy, but as a life of sacrificial love, humble service, and 
joy, reflecting God’s heart for all people. In the opening nine verses of this 
section, Jesus emphasizes that being his disciple demands integrity and 
wholeheartedness, like salt that seasons. Holiness is about authenticity and 
perseverance, not mere appearances. In what ways are you pursuing an 
authentic faith, and when are you just going through the motions?

15:2 “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” Jesus associates 
with the outcast – sinners, prostitutes and tax collectors – and in doing so he 
redefines holiness as reaching out to the broken and excluded, rather than 
distancing from them. For Jesus, holiness is built by welcoming those who 
don’t have a seat at the table. Who in your life needs to experience God’s 
love through your willingness to reach out rather than turn away?

15:32 “he was lost and is found.” We hear three parables about things 
that were lost: a lost sheep, a lost coin, and a lost son. Jesus uses these 
stories to highlight God’s delight, love and passion for reaching those 
who are lost. That’s what he came to earth to do, and invites us to share in 
that mission. For Jesus, holiness involves second chances and celebrating 
the return of the lost. When people in your life have found themselves in 
situations where they are lost, do you celebrate when they find their way 
back, or do you struggle with forgiveness?
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The Parable of the Shrewd Manager
Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of 
wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear 
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager 
any longer.’

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away 
my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll 
do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’

5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much 
do you owe my master?’

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred 
and fifty.’

7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’

8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their 
own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings.

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who 
will give you property of your own?

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 
and money.”

14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
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He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of others, but 
God knows your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight.

Additional Teachings
16 “The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the 
good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing 
their way into it. 17 It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the least 
stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

18 “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, 
and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

The Rich Man and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in 
luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs 
came and licked his sores.

22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’

25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 
you are in agony. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 
been set in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have 
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of 
torment.’

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 
they will repent.’

31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not 
be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’”
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16:13 “You cannot serve both God and money.” This may be hard for 
you to fathom: The average American is 6-7 times wealthier than the global 
average. In fact, if you make $40,000 per year, you are in the top few percent 
of global earners. Given this, chapter 16 is filled with teachings that are hard 
to hear for us as Americans – they are all about what we do with the wealth 
we’ve been entrusted with. In this first story, Jesus praises the cleverness of 
a dishonest manager – not for his dishonesty, but for his strategic thinking. 
Yes, use worldly resources wisely and generously, because they won’t last. 
But, more importantly, Jesus’ deeper concern is loyalty in your heart. How do 
the ways you use your resources – money, time, influence – align with God’s 
priorities?

16:14 “loved money.” Jesus confronts the religious leaders who “loved 
money.” They justify themselves outwardly, but God knows what’s going on 
in their hearts. Jesus doesn’t mince words here – integrity will always trump 
appearances. In what ways might you be more concerned with appearing like 
you’ve got it all together than actually living with integrity?

16:19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day.” This was the first parable I ever had to 
preach about in seminary. It paints a vivid picture of a rich man who, during 
his life, ignored a poor beggar named Lazarus, and finds himself in torment 
after death. His comfort in life turns to agony in the afterlife. What’s the 
point? How we treat the poor matters! Who is the “Lazarus” at your gate 
today, and how will you respond to the needs of those you might normally 
overlook?

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
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Sin, Faith, Duty
Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to 
come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them 
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one 
of these little ones to stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive 
them. 4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come 
back to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.

7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he 
say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down 
to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on 
me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the 
servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have 
done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we 
have only done our duty.’”

Jesus Heals Ten Men With Leprosy
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between 
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy 
met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, 
have pity on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they 
went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a 
loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a 
Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no 
one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, 
“Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”

The Coming of the Kingdom of God
20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 
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Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 
observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of 
God is in your midst.”

22 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one 
of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23 People will tell you, ‘There 
he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them. 24 For the Son of Man 
in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one 
end to the other. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation.

26 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of 
Man. 27 People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up 
to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.

28 “It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and building. 29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur 
rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.

30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day no 
one who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. 
Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife! 
33 Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life will 
preserve it. 34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other left. 35 Two women will be grinding grain together; one will 
be taken and the other left.” [36] 

37 “Where, Lord?” they asked.

He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.”

17:1 “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come.” We 
are all human, aren’t we? If you are at all like me, I “stumble” every day! 
Jesus says, “I get it!” but calls his followers to a lifestyle of forgiveness – a 
willingness to repeatedly forgive those around us as we need that same 
forgiveness – regardless of how many times we must forgive. Amid our 
“cancel culture,” the world desperately needs followers of Jesus to live this 
kind of grace and perseverance in relationships. So, be honest: How willing 
are you to forgive others, even when it feels difficult or when they hurt you 
repeatedly?

17:6 “faith as small as a mustard seed.” We tend to think that the goal of 
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the Christian life is a big, enormous, showy faith. But when the disciples ask 
Jesus to increase their faith, he teaches that even faith as small as a mustard 
seed can accomplish great things. For Jesus, it’s about the genuine quality 
of faith, not the quantity. In what ways do you judge the size of your faith, 
comparing it to other people? Do you believe and trust that regardless of how 
small you might think your faith is, it’s strong enough to “move mountains?” 
How might you continue to grow the quality and depth of your faith?

17:11 “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee.” Remember, Jesus is still on his way to 
Jerusalem, a trip that began in 9:51 and will continue through 19:27. As he 
travels, knowing where this is all going to end, he is teaching about what it 
takes to follow God – “discipleship” – when he is no longer with them. As we 
think about Jesus continuing his long, deliberate journey toward Jerusalem, 
what has your faith journey looked like as you’ve traveled the many seasons 
of your own life? What has influenced your journey? Where have you learned 
or are you learning what it looks like to be a disciple?

17:18 “Has no one returned to give praise.” Jesus heals ten men with 
leprosy, but only one returns to give thanks. Of all people, followers of Jesus 
are freed to be the most generous with our gratitude. Are you quick to thank 
the people around you, even for the little things? How often do you pause to 
thank God? 

17:21 “the kingdom of God is in your midst.” The concluding section 
of chapter 17 may seem a little odd and cryptic. The Pharisees continue 
to challenge Jesus with their misguided thinking: “Jesus, when will the 
Kingdom of God come?” They are referring to God’s promised rule and reign 
on earth, as communicated through the prophets of the Old Testament. It 
was the day faithful Jews long for, when God would establish his reign on 
earth in power and might. Ironically, Jesus teaches that the Kingdom of 
God is already present through his life and ministry – he was sent by God to 
establish God’s kingdom on earth, here and now! For Jesus, the kingdom 
is both already here (in his words, miracles and presence), but not yet fully 
complete until he comes again. What do you think Jesus had in mind when 
he came to establish the Kingdom of God here on earth? If the Kingdom 
of God is already present through Jesus, and as followers of Jesus we are 
partners in establishing the kingdom of God here on earth, how do your 
choices, priorities, and relationships help or hinder the development of God’s 
Kingdom today, here and now?
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The Parable of the Persistent Widow
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray 
and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared 
God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who 
kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, 
I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God 
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he 
keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 
However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself 
and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of 
all I get.’

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before 
God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”

The Little Children and Jesus
15 People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them. 
When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called the children 
to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I tell you, anyone who will 
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God 

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
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alone. 20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall 
not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your 
father and mother.’”

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, 
follow me.”

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 
Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”

27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or 
brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will 
fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time
31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 
He will be delivered over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit 
on him; 33 they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.”

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from 
them, and they did not know what he was talking about.

18:3 “a widow in that town who kept coming to him.” As Jesus is about 
to arrive in Jerusalem (19:28), he provides us with several images of what 
it looks like to follow him. For example, following Jesus looks like a widow 
banging on the judge’s door tirelessly. Followers of Jesus never need to tire 
of turning to God, trusting that he hears and will respond. What situation in 
your life do you need to keep bringing to God, trusting that God hears even 
when nothing seems to change?
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18:13 “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Following Jesus looks like a 
broken sinner in the back of the temple, head bowed, heart open, pleading, 
“God, have mercy on me.” Discipleship begins with vulnerability, humility 
and honesty, not pride or performance. Do you have a tendency to compare 
yourself to others? When? When we compare ourselves to others, what 
posture do you tend to take on? How might you carry yourself in a way that 
conveys a humble, honest sense of your need for God’s grace and mercy?

18:16 “Let the little children come to me.” Following Jesus looks like a 
child – one who is trusting, not self conscious, and all in. One who receives 
God’s grace, mercy and love as a gift rather than an accomplishment or 
achievement. Followers of Jesus can live with a simple dependence and 
wide-eyed wonder! Where in your life is God moving you to let go of control 
and go “all in,” trusting God with childlike faith?
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A Blind Beggar Receives His Sight
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 
36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They 
told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted 
all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, 
Jesus asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?”

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied.

42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the 
people saw it, they also praised God.

Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that 
way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 
down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once 
and welcomed him gladly.

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.”

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 
half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 
will pay back four times the amount.”

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

CHAPTER NINETEEN
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The Parable of the Ten Minas
11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he 
was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to 
appear at once. 12 He said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have 
himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and 
gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, ‘until I come back.’

14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t 
want this man to be our king.’

15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants 
to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with 
it.

16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’

17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been 
trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’

18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’

19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five cities.’

20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid 
away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You 
take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.’

22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! 
You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and 
reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so 
that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?’

24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it to 
the one who has ten minas.’

25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’

26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for 
the one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But those 
enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and 
kill them in front of me.’”
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19:5 “Zacchaeus…I must stay at your house today,” 19:7 “All the 
people saw this and began to mutter.” Jesus continues to provide images 
of what it looks like to follow him. Here, the story of Zaccheaus illuminates 
how following Jesus means no one is too far outside the community to be 
seen, called, and welcomed by Jesus. Zacchaeus was hated for good reason 
– he had extorted the entire community for his own gain – but his heart and 
actions were transformed by Jesus’ embrace. Who do you see in your life or 
our community who likely feels excluded – sometimes for reasons they have 
brought upon themselves? When have you felt excluded from community? 
Why is it so hard for us to reflect Jesus’s embrace in these situations? How do 
we start?

19:11 “he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near 
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going 
to appear at once.” Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem has almost come to an 
end, and he knows what’s coming. His time with the disciples is coming 
to an end soon, so we can understand the sharpness of his tone. They still 
misunderstand the nature of the kingdom of God – they thought Jesus’ 
arrival in Jerusalem meant everything was going to change and that he 
would overthrow the Romans to take power, once and for all. This was not 
the plan. Jesus forcefully makes one more point: Following him means 
living faithfully over the long haul with what he has entrusted to us – using 
our time, gifts, and opportunities for God’s purposes. It’s not about how 
much we are given or accumulate. It’s about what we do with what we’re 
entrusted. What has Jesus entrusted you with? Most days, do you feel like 
God has provided you with a little or a lot? Where is God calling you to use 
what you’ve been entrusted for God’s purposes? 
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Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you 
enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 
bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs 
it.’”

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As 
they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.”

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As 
he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, 
the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen:

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!”

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If 
you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now 
it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies 
will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every 
side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. 
They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time 
of God’s coming to you.”

Jesus at the Temple
45 When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were 
selling. 46 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be a house of prayer’; 
but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’”

47 Every day he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers 
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of the law and the leaders among the people were trying to kill him. 48 Yet they 
could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his words.

19:28 “he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem,” 19:38 “Blessed is 
the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” Jesus finally arrives in 
Jerusalem, but it’s not your average king’s welcome. He rides, of all things, 
a young, stubborn old donkey! Rather than a red carpet, they throw old 
coats and palm branches on the street in front of him. He’s a different kind 
of king – a humble king. We get the sense that they can’t comprehend it. 
For good reason: His humble methods will soon lead to his horrific murder. 
Jesus entered Jerusalem not with displays of force or wealth, but with 
humility and a heart to serve – how does his example challenge the way we 
view leadership, influence, and power? How do Jesus’ leadership methods 
compare to the methods of those with power in our world today?

19:40-41 “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out. As he approached 
Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it.” Seeing the welcome given 
to Jesus, the Pharisees tell him to quiet his disciples. Instead, Jesus declares 
that his type of kingship cannot be silenced – creation itself will shout out 
in praise! Yet, Jesus would break down and cry out of a deep sorrow and 
compassion – the people just can’t seem to comprehend the kingdom 
he’s establishing. They’re blind to his humble ways and reject his peaceful 
means. If you’re honest, what does “powerful” look like to you? How does 
your understanding of power (and the world’s understanding) align or not 
align with Jesus? 

19:45 “Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those 
who were selling.” Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus immediately storms 
up the temple steps – there’s a problem at the temple that he just can’t 
ignore. Poor, faithful pilgrims from the lands surrounding Jerusalem would 
travel for days to offer up a sacrifice at the temple. Once they arrived at the 
temple, they would have to purchase a “temple-sanctioned” animal for 
sacrifice, but the only way they could purchase the animal is with the proper 
local currency. The temple, enjoying a monopoly on this money-changing 
business, could charge exorbitant rates of exchange that left poor pilgrims 
with no recourse. Jesus says, “You have made my house a den of robbers!” 
How fitting a description. Where in your life – or in the systems you’re part 
of – might you and I be ignoring or benefiting from injustice? How might we 
respond with courage and compassion?
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The Authority of Jesus Questioned
One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming 
the good news, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, together with the 
elders, came up to him. 2 “Tell us by what authority you are doing these things,” 
they said. “Who gave you this authority?”

3 He replied, “I will also ask you a question. Tell me: 4 John’s baptism—was it from 
heaven, or of human origin?”

5 They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will 
ask, ‘Why didn’t you believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ all the people 
will stone us, because they are persuaded that John was a prophet.”

7 So they answered, “We don’t know where it was from.”

8 Jesus said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.”

The Parable of the Tenants
9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented 
it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a 
servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. 
But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent another 
servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-
handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out.

13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, 
whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ 
they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out 
of the vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill 
those tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that 
which is written:

“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’?

CHAPTER TWENTY



79

18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it 
falls will be crushed.”

19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him 
immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But 
they were afraid of the people.

Paying Taxes to Caesar
20 Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. 
They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they might hand him 
over to the power and authority of the governor. 21 So the spies questioned him: 
“Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not 
show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22 Is it right 
for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

23 He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24 “Show me a denarius. 
Whose image and inscription are on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

25 He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.”

26 They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And 
astonished by his answer, they became silent.

The Resurrection and Marriage
27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a 
question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies 
and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up 
offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married 
a woman and died childless. 30 The second 31 and then the third married her, and 
in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died 
too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were 
married to her?”

34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 
But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the 
resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and 
they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since 
they are children of the resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, 
even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living, for to him all are alive.”
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39 Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, teacher!” 40 And no one 
dared to ask him any more questions.

Whose Son Is the Messiah?
41 Then Jesus said to them, “Why is it said that the Messiah is the son of David? 42 
David himself declares in the Book of Psalms:

“‘The Lord said to my Lord:
    “Sit at my right hand
43 until I make your enemies
    a footstool for your feet.”’

44 David calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”

Warning Against the Teachers of the Law
45 While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of 
the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes and love to be 
greeted with respect in the marketplaces and have the most important seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. 47 They devour widows’ houses 
and for a show make lengthy prayers. These men will be punished most severely.”

The Widow’s Offering
As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 2 
He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 3 “Truly I tell you,” he 
said, “this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave 
their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live 
on.”

CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

20:2 “Who gave you this authority?” In this section of Luke, the religious 
leaders try to trap Jesus with three crafty questions, each designed to 
discredit him or uncover contradictions in his teaching. For example, after 
confronting the unjust money changers at the temple, the chief priests, 
scribes, and elders question Jesus’ authority. They’re trying to trap him 
into either claiming divine authority (which they could call blasphemy) or 
discrediting himself in front of the crowds. In our world today, why are we 
so quick to discredit or “cancel” people? Does our tendency to discredit or 
“cancel” have something to do with the approval we seek from the people 
around us? 

20:22 “Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” The spies sent by 
the religious leaders are the second to question Jesus, asking whether or 
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not it is right to pay taxes to Caesar. In publicly asking this question of Jesus 
they attempt to pit Jesus against either Rome or the Jewish people. If he 
says “yes,” he’ll lose favor with the crowd – no one likes being told they have 
to pay taxes (then or now)! If he says “no,” they can accuse him of rebellion. 
In a world where politics, economics and faith often collide, what do you lean 
on for your moral, ethical, and social compass? 

20:33 “At the resurrection, whose wife will she be?” Finally, the 
Sadducees, who don’t believe in the resurrection, pose a hypothetical 
question about a woman who married seven brothers. Their questioning 
has two purposes: to make the idea of resurrection look absurd and to trap 
Jesus in a religious contradiction. The Sadducees attempt to mock the idea 
of resurrection – where do you have a tendency to mock the views of other 
people? How could we instead embody the grace of Jesus?



82

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 
beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you 
see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one 
of them will be thrown down.”

7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign 
that they are about to take place?”

8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you 
hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, 
but the end will not come right away.”

10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various 
places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you 
over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear testimony 
to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries 
will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, 
brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 
17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life.

20 “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that 
its desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, 
let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22 For 
this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23 How 
dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There 
will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall 
by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 
anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 People will faint 
from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 
up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
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29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they 
sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even 
so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near.

32 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away.

34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness 
and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For 
it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on 
the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and 
that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”

37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to 
spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the people came 
early in the morning to hear him at the temple.

21:7 “Teacher…when will these things happen?” The injustice and 
moral decay that Jesus has witnessed in Jerusalem provides the backdrop 
or context for what we read in chapter 21. The type of writing found in this 
chapter is often called “apocalypse,” which means “revelation.” You find 
similar writings in other Gospels (Matthew 24:4-36, Mark 13:5-37). They 
contain a series of warnings and signs as Jesus looks back over the events 
that have already happened – times of persecution and the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the temple. These events are not meant to reflect the wrath 
of God, rather they are the natural consequences of a society that struggles 
to find a moral, just and ethical compass. For example, in the opening 
passages Jesus predicts or “reveals” the coming destruction of the temple 
and Jerusalem (which occurred after his death and resurrection, but before 
Luke was written in 70 AD). It is a reminder that even the most sacred or 
seemingly permanent things in our lives can fall – calling us to place our 
trust in him, not human structures! As we get older, it can feel like everything 
is temporary – everything is constantly changing, nothing is as stable as it 
used to be, the things we once trusted are collapsing – when you feel this 
way, where do you find hope? Where do you see signs of God’s unshakable 
hope-filled presence in the world? 

21:27 “they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory.” Another example of this “apocalypse” is found in Jesus’ 
revelation that one day he will come again. Jesus describes cosmic signs 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
and global distress, but promises that the Son of Man will return with power 
and great glory. Given Jesus’ promise, he invites his followers to watch, pray, 
and stand firm. In what ways do you have the tendency to live distracted and 
consumed by the worries, routines and “first-world problems” of everyday 
life?



85

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus
Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 
and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get 
rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called 
Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers 
of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus. 5 They 
were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He consented, and watched for 
an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present.

The Last Supper
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be 
sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us 
to eat the Passover.”

9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.

10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to the owner of the house, 
‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make 
preparations there.”

13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the 
Passover.

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of 
God.”

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among 
you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.”

19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is 
going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has 
been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question 
among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
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24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be 
greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; 
and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But 
you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood 
by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred 
one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed 
for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.”

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”

34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny 
three times that you know me.”

35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did 
you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they answered.

36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if 
you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 37 It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. 
Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.”

38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”

“That’s enough!” he replied.

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives
39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 
him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 
44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops 
of blood falling to the ground.
45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get 
up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”
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Jesus Arrested
47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called 
Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, 48 
but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should 
we strike with our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and 
healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the 
elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with 
swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did 
not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.”

22:4 “Judas went to the chief priests and the officers.” We’ve reached 
a pivotal turning point in Luke’s story of Jesus’ life – betrayal and rejection 
start to close in on Jesus. We don’t want to read what comes next. Judas 
conspires with the religious leaders who secretly plot to kill him. This is 
the beginning of the story of Christ’s Passion – rather than fighting, Jesus 
humbly and willingly walks toward the cross. The cross isn’t just the result 
of political scheming or religious hostility – it’s the natural outcome of his 
mission that he announced at the very beginning of his ministry, back in 
Nazareth, with similar consequences. 

22:15 “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you.” In the 
remainder of this section, Jesus shares his final words with his disciples 
before his arrest – words revealing his love, warning, and preparation for 
what’s to come. For example, Jesus expresses deep longing to share a 
final Passover meal with his disciples, which we call “The Last Supper.” For 
Jesus, it’s not just tradition, rather a moment of love and preparation for 
what’s to come. What does Jesus’ eagerness to share this meal say about his 
relationship with the disciples – even knowing one would betray him? How 
does this challenge the ways we show love and presence to others in difficult 
moments?

22:19-20 “This is my body... This cup is the new covenant in my blood.” 
Every Passover, wine was shared as a reminder of the lamb’s blood God 
instructed their ancestors to put over the doors of their homes in Egypt. They 
also ate unleavened bread as a reminder of the hastiness with which they 
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left Egypt. Here, Jesus does something unthinkable – he reinterprets the 
Passover by pointing to himself, suggesting that the offering of his body and 
blood will be the source and sign of God’s new covenant or promise with 
God’s people. What does it mean to you that Jesus gave his body and blood 
for you? What does it mean for you to live in light of this “new covenant”?

22:26 “the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the 
one who rules like the one who serves.” As Jesus is declaring his death 
and resurrection, and what it all means for them, the disciples get into an 
argument about who is the greatest. Surprise, surprise! One more time, 
Jesus teaches them about the chief characteristics of being his followers: 
Rather than the power and position-hungry ways of this world, followers of 
Jesus are defined by humble and servant-hearted discipleship. What does 
your leadership look like – in your family, work, or church? Are there any ways 
Jesus is calling you to lead with more humility or service?

22:40 “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” Finally, as they enter 
Gethsemane, Jesus urges his disciples to stay alert, seeking to prepare them 
for what is yet to come. Jesus’ final words to his disciples are filled with love, 
sacrifice, humility, and prayer. Even as betrayal and arrest draw near, he 
prepares his disciples not just for his death – but for the mission they will 
carry forward. When life feels overwhelming or distracting, what keeps you 
anchored?
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Peter Disowns Jesus
54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high 
priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in 
the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 
56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him 
and said, “This man was with him.”

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.

58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.

59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he 
is a Galilean.”

60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then 
Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows 
today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.

The Guards Mock Jesus
63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64 They 
blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many 
other insulting things to him.

Jesus Before Pilate and Herod
66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you 
are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.”

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you 
would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right 
hand of the mighty God.”

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”

He replied, “You say that I am.”

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from 
his own lips.”
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Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to 
accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes 
payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.”

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a 
charge against this man.”

5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He 
started in Galilee and has come all the way here.”

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned 
that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time.

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had 
been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see 
him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus 
gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing 
there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and 
mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That 
day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. 
I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, 
he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then 
release him.” [17] 

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 
19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for 
murder.)

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept 
shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
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22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will 
have him punished and then release him.”

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their 
shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they 
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.

22:60 “Peter replied, ‘Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!’” 
Judas has betrayed Jesus, and he’s willingly allowed the authorities to arrest 
him on trumped up charges. The disciples desert him. Now Peter, Jesus’ best 
friend, claims to not even know him. Because no one comes to his defense, 
the guards would mock and beat him. And the next morning he will be 
brought before Pilate and Herod. Yet, Jesus remains faithful in the face of 
betrayal, abandonment, injustice, and false accusation all the way to the 
cross – revealing his identity as the true Son of God, even when others deny 
or distort it. Jesus sees you clearly, even in your moments of failure, and still 
offers grace, mercy and unwavering love – How does this differ from the way 
you (and the world) tend to view your failures?

23:18 “the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release 
Barabbas.” Jesus is brought before Pilate and Herod as the religious 
leaders accuse him of claiming to be king. If you think we live in politically 
contentious times, imagine that scene! Despite finding no basis for a 
charge against him, Pilate ultimately succumbs to the crowd’s demand and 
sentences Jesus to be crucified. How does Jesus’ example of humility in the 
face of those who wrong him challenge the way you respond to people who 
hurt or betray you in your life? 
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The Crucifixion of Jesus
26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his 
way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind 
Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned 
and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will 
come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then

“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”
    and to the hills, “Cover us!”’

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it 
is dry?”

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 
When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with 
the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes 
by casting lots.

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 
and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Death of Jesus
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was 
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torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 
was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this 
sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those 
who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at 
a distance, watching these things.

The Burial of Jesus
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and 
upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action. He came 
from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom 
of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no 
one had yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to 
begin.

55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and 
prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the 
commandment.

23:26 “they seized Simon from Cyrene…and put the cross on him 
and made him carry it.” Jesus is led to his crucifixion. The Roman Empire 
widely used crucifixion as a brutal method of public execution for criminals, 
designed to mock, shame and deter dissent. Victims were nailed to wooden 
crosses in public places and left to die slowly, making crucifixion one of the 
most agonizing and humiliating punishments in the ancient biblical world. 
Jesus has endured a beating we can’t imagine. An innocent bystander, 
Simon of Cyrene, steps in to carry his cross because Jesus is too weak now to 
do so himself. When faced with burdens or struggles, are you apt to step in 
and help others carry their crosses, even when it’s unexpected or difficult?

23:34 “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 
doing,” 23:43 “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
Those who watched Jesus being crucified sneered at him. The soldiers 
mocked him. One of the criminals who hung beside him hurled insults at 
him. Yet, even in pain, he shows mercy – asking God to forgive them and 
promising the thief by his side that he will be with him in paradise. To the 
very end, suffering himself, Jesus models a big and generous, noble and 
good heart, the chief characteristic he desires in his followers – How does 
Jesus’ mercy to the very end inspire you to offer grace and forgiveness to 
those in your life, no matter their past? 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
23:52 “he asked for Jesus’ body.” All hope seems lost. Jesus is dead. 
Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy and respected member of the Jewish 
council (the Sanhedrin) who secretly followed Jesus. After Jesus’ crucifixion, 
he courageously requested Pilate’s permission to bury Jesus’ body, 
providing his own tomb for the burial, while Jesus’ disciples were nowhere 
to be found. When have you experienced a moment of loss, darkness, or 
uncertainty – a moment when all hope seems lost? In those moments, how 
do we hold onto the hope of God’s promise that loss, darkness, uncertainty – 
even death – are never the end of our story?
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Jesus Has Risen
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices 
they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 
While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed 
like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with 
their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told 
you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered 
over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 
Then they remembered his words.

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven 
and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not 
believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, 
however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying 
by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

On the Road to Emmaus
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were 
kept from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?”

19 “What things?” he asked.

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and 
deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed 
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped 
that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the 
third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. 
They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came 
and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then 

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
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some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said, but they did not see Jesus.”

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on 
as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and 
began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?”

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven 
and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has 
risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on 
the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.

Jesus Appears to the Disciples
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.”

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at 
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they 
still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it 
and ate it in their presence.

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.”

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
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things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

The Ascension of Jesus
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.

24:6 “He is not here; he has risen!” Early in the morning, the women 
made their way to the tomb to do what everyone did to honor the body of 
your recently departed loved one – you would cover their body with spices to 
fend off the stench as the body decayed. When they arrived, they expected 
to find a body. In fact, on that first Easter nobody expected no body. Instead, 
the stone was rolled away. Angels announced: “Jesus is not here. He has 
risen!” If God can raise Jesus from the dead, just think what God can do in 
your life and mine! In what ways does Jesus’ resurrection bring new life and 
hope to the struggles or “dead places” in your own life today?

24:32 “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” Not knowing what’s 
happened back at the tomb, two disciples leave Jerusalem and are on the 
road to Emmaus, hopeless and depressed by what they watched happen to 
Jesus over the past week. A stranger, whom they initially don’t recognize as 
the resurrected Jesus, appears on the road. But when he began to explain 
God’s story to them, they felt their hearts stirred. When was the last time you 
truly felt your heart “burn” with passion for the hope, mercy and love of God 
in your life, and how can we cultivate that hunger every day?

24:46-47 “The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” These are Jesus’ parting 
words. Jesus instructs his disciples to carry the message of unwavering 
love, sacrificial mercy, unending hope and unconditional forgiveness to 
all people throughout the whole world. These words would provide the 
launching point for the mission of the church. In fact, though the story 
seems to end here, in the book of Acts, the very same author picks up where 
he left off (again writing to Theophilus, see Acts 1:1) giving us the story of 
the early church. In Acts 1:8 he writes, “But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” If you haven’t got 
enough, you’ve got to keep going and read the book of Acts! In your daily 
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interactions – whether at work, school, or home – how can you naturally and 
compassionately share the message of love, mercy, hope, forgiveness and 
new beginnings that Jesus offers?
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Hey friend! 

You did it. Congratulations! You just read through one of the most challenging 
books of the Bible. If this is the first time you’ve read the Bible, or if you’ve been 
reading it for years, I hope you experienced Jesus in a new way – a personal 
way that ignites something inside you! 

It’s remarkable to me that some 2,000 years ago, the author of Luke sat down to 
write an orderly account of Jesus’ life for a single man by the name of Theophilus, 
and little did he know that you and I would read it today. And I’m certain he had no 
idea that for thousands of years, his words would inspire faith and curiosity about 
Jesus in people like you and me. 

As you read, I pray you caught a glimpse of God’s big and generous, noble and 
good heart – that God truly loves you (and all people) beyond your imagination. 
In fact, if the story drew you in, I encourage you to read “Part 2” of Luke’s story. The 
author of Luke continues his orderly account, picking up where he left off in the 
book of Acts with the story of the early church. Where the book of Luke ends, the 
author picks up the storyline in Acts sharing the development of the early church 
after Jesus’ resurrection. He even starts Acts by dedicating it again to Theophilus 
(Acts 1:1-3). 

Before we wrap things up, two challenges for you…

First, God didn’t create us to read the Bible or do faith alone. There’s a reason Jesus 
didn’t take off on his mission by himself – instead he gathered with a small group 
of disciples. God created us in such a way that life and faith are so much better 
when we’re connected. If reading Luke inspired you, I want to challenge you to find 
a group of people with whom you can read the Bible, share faith and wrestle with 
your questions. At Calvary, Connect Groups provide regular opportunities to circle 
up with 6-12 people who want to know God and you better. Let us know when you 
are ready to join one!

And, a second challenge: How might you share the good news of Jesus today? 
What would it look like to live with that big and generous, noble and good heart 
Jesus taught his followers to live with? Just like those disciples some 2,000 years 
ago, Jesus invites us also to share the good news about Jesus. Now, this doesn’t 
need to mean you sell your house and move somewhere remote to serve the poor 
(I guess it could, though!). Maybe, it means sending a text to a family member, 
inviting a friend to church, or going out to coffee and just sharing what it was like 
to read the story of Jesus’ life.

Whether you realize it or not, God can’t wait to speak God’s message of love 
through you. I can’t wait to see what God’s going to do through you, friend!

Hans
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