WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY:

9:00am Early Worship Service
10:00am Sunday School

11:00am Traditional Worship Service
5:00pm MYF

TUESDAY:

7:00pm Mitchell Recovery Group
WEDNESDAY:

4:30pm Children’s Program
6:00pm Family Night Supper
6:00pm Youth Small Groups
FRIDAY:

7:00pm Friday Night Hut

CAMILLA UMC STAFF

Peter Vermeulen, Pastor
Brenda Harvey, Children’s Director
Susan Akridge, Organist/Choir Director
Rick Waters, Contemporary Worship Leader
Cody and Andrea Gainous, Co- Youth Directors
Calvin Franklin, Custodian

Gennie Woods, Administrator
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ALTAR
FLOWERS

To place flowers for a future Sunday
Service, please contact the church office.
336-0301

January 7th is available if anyone would like to
place flowers on the altar.

The flowers for January 14th are placed on the
altar, “In memory of Robert & Lauta Walker; and
grandparents-John & Lillian Walker, and Harvie &
Emily Averett,” by The Robert Walker Family.

The flowers for January 21st are placed on the
altar, “In loving memory of Randolph B. Holton Jr.,”
by Ruth D. Holton and family.

The flowers for January 28th are placed on the
altar, “In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. E.J. Vann III,”
by Jud & Laura Vann.
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The children’s department
Wednesday activities will resume
on January 10th.
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Harry Reasoner of TV's "Sixty Minutes" died in 1991. Years ago he wrote something
for that program about Christmas. Harry also believed that there was something
about Christmas that goes beyond perfection -- even beyond logic. It's worth
repeating his words this season as we continue preparing ourselves to celebrate
Christ's coming into the world. He wrote: "The basis for this tremendous burst of
buying things and gift giving and parties and near hysteria, is a quiet event that
Christians believe actually happened a long time ago. You can say that in all societies
there has always been a midwinter festival, and that many of the trappings of our
Christmas are almost violently pagan, but you come back to the central fact of the
day, ...the birth of God on earth.

"It leaves you only three ways of accepting Christmas. One is cynically, as a time to
make money or endorse the making of it. One is graciously, the appropriate attitude
for non-Christians, who wish their fellow citizens all the joys their beliefs entitle
them. And the third, of course, is reverently. If this is the anniversary of the
appearance of the Lord of the universe in the form of a helpless babe -- it is a very
important day. It's a startling idea, of course, the whole story that a virgin was
selected by God to bear His Son as a way of showing His love and concern for

man. It's my guess that, in spite of all the lip service given to it, it is not an idea that
has been popular with theologians.

"It's a somewhat illogical idea, and theologians like logic almost as much as they like
God. It's so revolutionary an idea that it probably could only have come from a God
that is beyond logic, and beyond theology. It has a magnificent appeal. Almost
nobody has seen God, and almost nobody has any real idea of what He is like, and
the truth is that among men the idea of seeing God suddenly, and standing in a very
bright light, is not necessarily a completely comforting and appealing idea. But
everyone has seen babies, and most people like them. If God wanted to be loved as
well as feared, He moved correctly here, for a baby growing up learns all about
people. If God wanted to be intimately a part of Man he moved correctly, for the
experience of birth and family-hood is our most intimate and precious experience.

"So it comes beyond logic. It is either a falsehood or it is the truest thing in the
world. It's the story of the great innocence of God the baby. God in the person of
man has such a dramatic shock toward the heart, that it, if it is not true, for

Christians, nothing is true.

"So, if a Christian is touched only once a year, the touching is still worth it, and
maybe on some given Christmas, some final quiet morning, the touch will take."

Merry Christmas

Peter

Announcements

¢+ Officer instillation will be held on
Sunday, January 7th.

¢+ The office will be closed on Monday,
January 15th in observance of MLK Jr.
Day.

¢+ If anyone would like to place flowers
on the altar, January 7th is available.

January Ushers

Tommy Hilliard Jr. (Chair), Jud Vann, Fred
Bostick, Jimmy Holton, Randy Gay, Clay Pow-
ell, Parker Westbrook

YOUTH DEPARTMERNT

* Youth Activities will resume on
January 10th.

+ The youth will be going ice skating
in Columbus on January 14th! We'll
meet at the church at 2:45pm and
should be back around 9:30pm.
Students will need to bring money
for skate rental and dinner (around

$35)!




