
 

 

First time worshipping with us today? 

                                        We want to know! Scan this QR Code: 
 

Prayers for the People…  

Medical personnel and first responders 
Military Service Men and Women 
Hospitalized this week: Linda King, John Ryan Jones 
Sympathy:  Mary Elizabeth and Davis Brock in the death of his dad, Robert “Bobby” Edward Brock. 

 

Stewardship: YTD through October 2023 - $1,651,637 
We planned for 76% of the budget through October. 

We have received 73% of the budget through October. 
Thank you to all who have already submitted a commitment card pledging your regular giving toward our 2024 Ministry 

Budget. As of today, the church has received 202 pledge cards totaling $1,357,000.00 of the required $2,382,991.00. If you 

have not yet submitted your 2024 pledge card, we hope you will do so today as together we live into our covenant to serve 

Christ faithfully at Fairhope UMC through our prayers, presence, gifts service and witness. You can pledge online at 

www.fairhopeumc.org 
 

 
Fairhope United Methodist Permanent Endowment Fund 

A Lasting Act of love and a Stewardship Commitment 
Your church fully supports an Endowment Ministry. Donors who 

contribute to the endowment show their love for Fairhope UMC and 
understand that their gifts positively impact Church ministry and mission 

programs in perpetuity. For more information, scan the  
                          QR Code or contact one of our Endowment Committee members. 

 
 

Fairhope United Methodist Church 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor  

Cathi Parish, Minister of Evangelism 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ www.fairhopeumc.org 

Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent  
 Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

                             

 A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Prayers for the People… 
Medical personnel and first responders 

 
 

Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song. 
 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________________ 
 

      ___ Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 

                    Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 

      ___ Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church). 
 

      ___ Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where       

                     membership was held). 

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one of our 
pastors or attend our next Coffee with the Pastors today at 9:45AM in the Conference Room, adjacent to 
the sanctuary.  Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing the 
parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.   
 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/
http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 12, 2023 ~ 8:30 and 11:00AM 

 

PRELUDE               Pastorale                                                         (Charles Wesley) 
 

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
Please sign the registration pad and pass it to your neighbor in the pew. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

People of God listen:  

The Lord has done marvelous things.  

These are the things we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from our children; we will tell the coming generation the glorious 

deeds of the Lord.  
 

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus and his righteousness. Trusting in the mercy of God, 

let us confess our sin that we might find forgiveness and new life in Christ.  

Holy and gracious God, you are all light and wonder and glory. You are our strength and our 

delight; you give us all we need to live. Yet we are distracted by all that glitters, continually 

grasping for more. Rather than trust in your provision, we chase after our own happiness. 

Forgive us, Lord, and turn us back to you. Overwhelm us with your goodness and cover us 

with grace, the fount of all that is good. In the name of Jesus we pray.  

Hear the good news: Nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. Believe the gospel! We are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God. Amen.    
 

LET US PRAY 

Your covenant is all we seek, O God. Silence in us any voice but yours this day. Help us sort 

through the clutter and distractions in our lives, that we may be present, here, right now, and 

worship you in joy and peace. Amen.  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

HYMN OF PRAISE #428                    For the Healing of the Nations 

BAPTISM (11:00)                                              Rachael and Elijah  
Children of Linda Rodriguez 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED         

GLORIA PATRI 

MISSIONS MOMENT                                                                                Kim Bullard, Embrace Alabama Kids 

OFFERING                          Let All Creation Resound                                                            (Krug) 



DOXOLOGY     

11:00 CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children 4 years old and up can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Lord, to whom should we go? You have the words of eternal life. By the power of your Holy 

Spirit, speak to us of your promises that we might hear your truth and enjoy you forever; in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 

PSALTER (8:30) #799            Psalm 78:1-7  

HYMN OF PREPARATION #472      Near to the Heart of God 

SCRIPTURE LESSON      Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25            

SERMON                 “Covenant or Commodity?”                    Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH #13 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

BREAKING THE BREAD / GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

Additional offerings for the Community Café shall be received  
at the altar table or rail during the month of November.  

 

CLOSING HYMN #540                 I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord   

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                                                      Voluntary in D Minor                                            (Charles Wesley) 
 

 Stand as able 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God  
and in loving memory of my parents, Rebecca and Herman Howard by Dianna Howard-Lambert.   

They were married November 12, 1943 at Broad Street Methodist Church in Mobile, Alabama. 
 

Assisting in Worship Today: Dr. Darren M. McClellan Liturgist: Katie Turner  
Acolytes: (8:30) Juliette Jones, Anne Frances Bobo  Crucifier: Savannah Grace Jones 

Acolyte: (11:00) Darby Butler  
Communion Servers: (8:30) Emily Garner, Rosie and Mike Lockwood, Ann Pearson 

(11:00) Tom Hood, Carol Willis 
Music Team: Tom Hood, John Richardson, Chancel Choir, Chancel Bell Choir 

Media and Sound: (8:30) Wright Tapscott (11:00) Toby Monckton 
 

Our church will host a White Christmas offering in support of Embrace 

Alabama Kids during the month of December. Embrace Alabama Kids 

began over 130 years ago as an orphanage. Today, it is one of the state’s 

most comprehensive and vital resources serving babies, children, youth, 

teen mothers, college students, and families. Your gift will provide them 

with homes for the holidays—and every day—embracing them in the 

powerful and unconditional love of God. Join our congregation in being the light of God’s love this Christmas. 

Consider giving the gift of homes, healing, and hope. 
 

         



 
Music notes: Charles Wesley (1757-1834) was the nephew of John Wesley, founder of Methodism, and 
the son of John’s brother Charles Wesley (1707-1788), the great Methodist hymn writer.  Charles Wesley 
junior was a musical prodigy - playing the organ by age 3 - and became a professional organist and 
composer in adulthood.  
 

               Wednesday Nights @ FUMC 
Wednesday Night Supper  5:00 to 6:00PM ~ CLC Fellowship Hall 

 RSVP: www.fairhopeumc.org or scan the QR Code 
 

PASTOR’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT DROP-IN STUDY 
This year we are studying Galatians.  

No registration or outside reading required.   
Meet in Fellowship Hall right after Wednesday supper!  

Facilitated by Dr. Darren M. McClellan.  
 

Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: 

Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM  

 Pier Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM 

Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM   

Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM 
 

Nursery available for parents who are volunteers or attending classes on campus. 
 

Due to Thanksgiving, there will be No Wednesday Night Supper or Activities on November 22. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ FUMC!!! 
 

Today, November 12 
                                        Coffee With the Pastors, 9:45AM in the Conference Room 

Baby Recognition in the 11:00AM Gathering Service 
Birthday Celebration for Dot Parish 

Your presence (but no presents) will make the celebration of  
Dot Parish’s 90th birthday today, 2-4PM, in Wesley Hall. 

 

Sunday, November 19 
Join us for a Community Concert of Thanksgiving at 4:00PM in the Sanctuary  

with the African Universal Choir.  Reception at 5:30 in the CLC after the concert. 
 

Thursday, November 23 
                                    Thanksgiving Day Community Lunch 11:00AM-12:30PM ~ CLC 

 

                                                            Wednesday, November 29 
                                                                    Advent Wreath Making and Chili Dinner 

 

Saturday, December 2 
Breakfast at the Manger ~ 8:30-10:30AM ~ CLC 

 

Sunday, December 3 
“A Red Letter Christmas” ~ Kids’ Choir Christmas Musical ~ 4:00PM in the Sanctuary 

Drive Thru Nativity 5-7:00PM at the Fairhope Pier 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


                    
WE NEED YOU!!! 

To volunteer, scan the QR Code 
or email Katie Robertson 

katie.robertson@fairhopeumc.org 

 
 

 
 

Stewardship: YTD through October 2023 - $1,651,637 
We planned for 76% of the budget through October. 

We have received 73% of the budget through October. 
Thank you to all who have already submitted a commitment card pledging your regular giving toward our 2024 Ministry 

Budget. As of today, the church has received 202 pledge cards totaling $1,357,000.00 of the required $2,382,991.00. If you 

have not yet submitted your 2024 pledge card, we hope you will do so today as together we live into our covenant to serve 

Christ faithfully at Fairhope UMC through our prayers, presence, gifts service and witness. You can pledge online at 

www.fairhopeumc.org 

 
Fairhope United Methodist Permanent Endowment Fund 

A Lasting Act of love and a Stewardship Commitment 
Your church fully supports an Endowment Ministry. Donors who 

contribute to the endowment show their love for Fairhope UMC and 
understand that their gifts positively impact Church ministry and mission 

programs in perpetuity. For more information, scan the  
                          QR Code or contact one of our Endowment Committee members. 

 

Fairhope United Methodist Church 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor  

Cathi Parish, Minister of Evangelism 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ www.fairhopeumc.org 

Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent  
 Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

                             

 A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song. 
 

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Phone _____________________________________ Email _________________________________________ 
 

      ___ Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 

                    Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 

      ___ Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church). 
 

      ___ Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where       

                     membership was held). 

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one of our 
pastors or attend our next Coffee with the Pastors today at 9:45AM in the Conference Room, adjacent to 
the sanctuary.  Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing the 
parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.   
 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/
http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
The Gathering: November 12, 2023 ~ 11:00AM 

      

OPENING SONG                      Soul On Fire                                        Shea White, Praise Team 

WELCOME~CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 
Please sign the registration pad and pass it to your neighbor in the pew. 

 

MISSIONS MOMENT                                                                                Kim Bullard, Embrace Alabama Kids 

CALL TO WORSHIP     

People of God listen:  

The Lord has done marvelous things.  

These are the things we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from our children; we will tell the coming generation the glorious 

deeds of the Lord.  
 

LET US PRAY 

Your covenant is all we seek, O God. Silence in us any voice but yours this day. Help us sort 

through the clutter and distractions in our lives, that we may be present, here, right now, and 

worship you in joy and peace. Amen.  
 

NEW BABY RECOGNITION                                                                                                      Tina Wettermark 

SINGING OUR PRAISES              Trust In You 
                 I Will Follow  
               The In Between 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children 4 years old and up can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        

Lord, to whom should we go? You have the words of eternal life. By the power of your Holy 

Spirit, speak to us of your promises that we might hear your truth and enjoy you forever; in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.  
  

SCRIPTURE LESSON        Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

SERMON          “Created to Choose”                      Rev. Laura Parker  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~THE LORD’S PRAYER    

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION   



CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus and his righteousness. Trusting in the mercy of God, 

let us confess our sin that we might find forgiveness and new life in Christ.  

Holy and gracious God, you are all light and wonder and glory. You are our strength and our 

delight; you give us all we need to live. Yet we are distracted by all that glitters, continually 

grasping for more. Rather than trust in your provision, we chase after our own happiness. 

Forgive us, Lord, and turn us back to you. Overwhelm us with your goodness and cover us 

with grace, the fount of all that is good. In the name of Jesus we pray.  

Hear the good news: Nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. Believe the gospel! We are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God. Amen.    
 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

As you come before God to receive this Holy Meal, 

You are invited to bring all of who you are as an offering 

to the one who has given all of who he is for us. 

***Baskets are available to present your offering  

as you come forward to receive the bread and cup. 

Additional offerings for the Community Café shall be received  
at the altar table or rail during the month of November.  

 

INVITATION TO PRAYER AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

SENDING FORTH         

* * * * * * * * * 

Assisting in Worship Today: Rev. Laura Parker 
Acolytes: Cas Tucker, Gentry Determann 

Communion Servers: Emily and Doug Garner, Ann Pearson 

Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Jamie Waldhour, Nellie Meyers, Karl Langley 

 

                           
                             First time worshipping with us today?   

                                      We want to know! Scan this QR Code: 
 
 

 
 

Our church will host a White Christmas offering in support of Embrace 

Alabama Kids during the month of December. Embrace Alabama Kids 

began over 130 years ago as an orphanage. Today, it is one of the state’s 

most comprehensive and vital resources serving babies, children, youth, 

teen mothers, college students, and families. Your gift will provide them 

with homes for the holidays—and every day—embracing them in the 

powerful and unconditional love of God. Join our congregation in being the light of God’s love this Christmas. 

Consider giving the gift of homes, healing, and hope. 
 

 



 

Prayers for the People… 
Medical personnel and first responders 
Military Service Men and Women 
Hospitalized this week: Linda King, John Ryan Jones 
Sympathy:  Mary Elizabeth and Davis Brock in the death of his dad, Robert “Bobby” Edward Brock. 

 

 

               Wednesday Nights @ FUMC 
Wednesday Night Supper  5:00 to 6:00PM ~ CLC Fellowship Hall 

 RSVP: www.fairhopeumc.org or scan the QR Code 
 

PASTOR’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT DROP-IN STUDY 
This year we are studying Galatians.  

No registration or outside reading required.   
Meet in Fellowship Hall right after Wednesday supper!  

Facilitated by Dr. Darren M. McClellan.  
 

Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: 

Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM  

 Pier Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM 

Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM   

Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM 
 

Nursery available for parents who are volunteers or attending classes on campus. 
 

Due to Thanksgiving, there will be No Wednesday Night Supper or Activities on November 22. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ FUMC!!! 
 

Today, November 12 
                                        Coffee With the Pastors, 9:45AM in the Conference Room 

Baby Recognition in the 11:00AM Gathering Service 
Birthday Celebration for Dot Parish 

Your presence (but no presents) will make the celebration of  
Dot Parish’s 90th birthday today, 2-4PM, in Wesley Hall. 

 

Sunday, November 19 
Join us for a Community Concert of Thanksgiving at 4:00PM in the Sanctuary  

with the African Universal Choir. Reception at 5:30 in the CLC after the concert. 
 

Thursday, November 23 
                                    Thanksgiving Day Community Lunch 11:00AM-12:30PM ~ CLC 

 

                                                            Wednesday, November 29 
                                                                    Advent Wreath Making and Chili Dinner 

 

Saturday, December 2 
Breakfast at the Manger ~ 8:30-10:30AM ~ CLC 

 

Sunday, December 3 
“A Red Letter Christmas” ~ Kids’ Choir Christmas Musical ~ 4:00PM in the Sanctuary 

Drive Thru Nativity 5-7:00PM at the Fairhope Pier 

 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/



