
 

 

 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 5TH,  2025  |8:30AM &  11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 
 

PRELUDE Adagio GUSTAV MERKEL  

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  

CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 96 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

We will sing to the Lord and bless God’s name! 

Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all peoples. 

Splendor and majesty are before the Lord; strength and beauty are in God’s sanctuary. 

We will worship the Lord in holy splendor! 

Let us tremble with joy before the God of all creation. 

  HYMN Come Christians, Join to Sing UMH  158  

  APOSTLES’  CREED  UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY  Old Rugged Cross ARR. NISHIMURA 

 DOXOLOGY  

CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11:00) 

Children’s Church will not be held today. On the first Sunday of each month, children stay for the 
entire service so they can worship and receive Holy Communion with their families.  
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Amazing Grace UMH  378  

 



 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy Spirit, open our hearts and minds by the gift of your Word. Speak to us with clarity 

and truth, that we may walk in your ways. Amen.  

  SCRIPTURE Acts 9:1-19  

SERMON Icons Point us in a New Direction  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have 

failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we 

have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 

the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love 

toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Where He Leads Me UMH  338  

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Postlude in C Major GUSTAV MERKEL 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  

Communion Servers: 
8:30 

Mary Finger, Hazel & JD Odem, 
Lucy Sowell 

11:00 
Patricia & Ken Cooper 

 

Stephen Ministers: 
8:30 

Lisa Latourette 
11:00 

Brian Norris 

Preacher: 

Rev. Michael Precht 
 

Liturgist 
(8:30) Jan Pringle 

(11:00) Katie Robertson 
 

Acolytes: 
8:30 

Bennett Harrison, Evans Brasfield 
  

Greeter: 
(11:00) Meri Catherine Brasfield 

Usher: 
Head Usher, Mark Woodrow 

 
Music 

Chancel Choir 
Director, Tom Hood 

Accompanist, John Richardson 
Flutist, Natalie Woodrow 

 
Media:  

Toby Monckton 
Hackett Robertson 

 

 

The flowers are given by Mady and Rusty Allman to the Glory of God, and in memory of Hazel and Elbey 

Allman and Mary and Bernie Fogarty.  



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 5  
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 6 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 7 
6:45am Youth Breakfast Club 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregivier’s Support Group 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 8 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’sWeekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 9 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 10 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 11 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 12 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 8th 

Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli Casserole, Texas 
Sheet Cake 

 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Mac-N-Cheese, Fruit, Cookie 

Go online or call the church office to make your            
reservation 251-928-1148. 

 
Charge Conference | October 14 
Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, October 
14, at 6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. This meeting, led 
this year by Rev. Gillian Walters of Dauphin Way UMC, provides 
oversight, guidance, and accountability for the Board of 
Stewards and our congregation. All are welcome, and Church 
Council/Administrative Board members are encouraged to be 
present. 
 
fm³ Men’s Wake-Up Call Breakfast | October 15 
Fairhope Methodist Men’s Ministry’s (fm3) mission is to:  equip, 
enable, and encourage men to hear God’s calling to be spiritual 
leaders in the home, at church and in our community.  You do 
not need to be a member of FUMC to attend these 
meetings.  Join us at 6:30am on October 15th for good Christian 
fellowship, a little food, and some motivation. 
 
Praise, Worship & Prayer Service | October 19 
The African Universal Choir will be bringing Praise and Worship 
music at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. There will be an opportunity 
to offer prayers of concern and celebration and time at the 
altar.  Mark your calendars for an evening of inspiring worship! 
 
Fall Come and Go Birthday Celebration | October 20 
If you have a birthday in September, October, or November 
come & join the celebration of your birthday in the CLC Parlor 
between 10:00-11:30am. RSVP to 
ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org or call the church office 251-928-
1148 to let Ann know you are coming.  
 
Pickleball Fundraiser |October 24 
Join us Friday, October 24th at 8:30am for a Pickleball Fundraiser 
benefiting the Community Café! $30 per player with Men’s, 
Women’s, and Mixed brackets. Lunch and light snack provided-
register by October 21st using the QR code on back of bulletin. 
 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The 
chancel choir is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share 
the joy of music, fellowship, and worship as we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Mark your calendars for our annual 
Chrismas Contata on December 14th.  For more details or to join, 
contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 

Sympathy: 
Molly McGee Frichter in the loss of her father, Mark McGee.  

Rebecca Parks in the loss of her mother, Cathalynn N. Donelson.  
 

Hospitalized: 
Betty Council, Steve Pearson, Bill Varner 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually 
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our 
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 

 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  
 
 

R E V .  M I C H A E L  P R E C H T ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  
D R .  K R I S T E N  C U R T I S  W R I G H T ,  A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R  

 

R E V .  S H E I L A  B A T E S ,  S O U T H W E S T  D I S T R I C T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  
B I S H O P  L .  J O N A T H A N  H O L S T O N ,  A L A B A M A - W E S T  F L O R I D A  C O N F E R E N C E  

 
1 5 5  S O U T H  S E C T I O N  S T R E E T  F A I R H O P E ,  A L  3 6 5 3 2  

F A I R H O P E U M C . O R G  •  251-928-1148 
 



 
 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
OCTOBER 5TH,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC  

 

 
 
ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright  
Liturgist: Miles Bardhardt 
Communion Servers: Shelly & Rick Fitzhugh 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour 
Stephen Minister: Ann Pearson 

Ushers: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 
 

OPENING SONG Glorious Day  

  WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 96 

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 This is Amazing Grace  

 Chain Breaker  

 Amazing Grace  
(My Chains Are Gone) 

 

Children’s Church will not be held today. On the first Sunday of each month,  
children stay for the entire service so they can worship and receive Holy Communion with their families.  

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

SCRIPTURE Acts 9:1-19  

SERMON Icons Point us in a New Direction  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to 

be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 

rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of 

the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love 

toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

BENEDICTION   



THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 5  
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 6 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 7 
6:45am Youth Breakfast Club 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregivier’s Support Group 
5:00pm Scholarship Committee 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 8 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In 
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 9 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 10 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 11 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 12 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 8th 

Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Broccoli Casserole, Texas 
Sheet Cake 

 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Mac-N-Cheese, Fruit, Cookie 

Go online or call the church office to make your            
reservation 251-928-1148. 

 
Charge Conference | October 14 
Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, October 
14, at 6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. This meeting, led 
this year by Rev. Gillian Walters of Dauphin Way UMC, provides 
oversight, guidance, and accountability for the Board of 
Stewards and our congregation. All are welcome, and Church 
Council/Administrative Board members are encouraged to be 
present. 
 
fm³ Men’s Wake-Up Call Breakfast | October 15 
Fairhope Methodist Men’s Ministry’s (fm3) mission is to:  equip, 
enable, and encourage men to hear God’s calling to be spiritual 
leaders in the home, at church and in our community.  You do 
not need to be a member of FUMC to attend these 
meetings.  Join us at 6:30am on October 15th for good Christian 
fellowship, a little food, and some motivation. 
 
Praise, Worship & Prayer Service | October 19 
The African Universal Choir will be bringing Praise and Worship 
music at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. There will be an opportunity 
to offer prayers of concern and celebration and time at the 
altar.  Mark your calendars for an evening of inspiring worship! 
 
Fall Come and Go Birthday Celebration | October 20 
If you have a birthday in September, October, or November 
come & join the celebration of your birthday in the CLC Parlor 
between 10:00-11:30am. RSVP to 
ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org or call the church office 251-928-
1148 to let Ann know you are coming.  
 
Pickleball Fundraiser |October 24 
Join us Friday, October 24th at 8:30am for a Pickleball Fundraiser 
benefiting the Community Café! $30 per player with Men’s, 
Women’s, and Mixed brackets. Lunch and light snack provided-
register by October 21st using the QR code on back of bulletin. 
 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The 
chancel choir is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share 
the joy of music, fellowship, and worship as we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Mark your calendars for our annual 
Chrismas Contata on December 14th.  For more details or to join, 
contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 

 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
Sympathy: 

Molly McGee Frichter in the loss of her father, Mark McGee.  
Rebecca Parks in the loss of her mother, Cathalynn N. Donelson.  

 

Hospitalized: 
Betty Council, Steve Pearson, Bill Varner 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually 
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our 
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 

 
R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  




