
 

 

 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, 
OCTOBER 12TH,  2025  |8:30AM &  11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 
 

PRELUDE Little Fugue in F TELEMANN 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  

CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 16 

I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 

I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your right hand 

are pleasures forevermore. 

Come, let us worship the Lord who gives us life and joy! 

  HYMN Rejoice the Lord Is King UMH  715 

  APOSTLES’  CREED  UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY  Be Thou My Vision COURTNEY 

 DOXOLOGY  

CHILDREN’S  MOMENT (11:00) 

11:00- Children 5 years old through 6th (grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They 
are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education 
Building. Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Be Still My Soul UMH  534  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Holy Spirit, open our ears to hear your truth, open our hearts to receive your grace, and 

open our lives to walk in your ways. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 

 



 

  SCRIPTURE Galatians 3:1-9  

SERMON Icons Point Us Further Up 
 and Further In 

 

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, you call us into a life of freedom, yet we confess how easily we trade 

that freedom away. We cling to rules and routines that make us feel secure, or we 

give in to habits that bind us and drain life from us. Too often, we live as though 

your grace has limits, forgetting that in Christ you have opened wide the door to 

abundant life. Forgive us, we pray. Set us free from all that holds us captive, and lead 

us further up and further in, into the joy of your kingdom. 

Hear the good news: In Christ, we are no longer slaves to fear, sin, or shame. Where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 

forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Lead on O King Eternal UMH  580    

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS (8:30)  
TATUM, TOBY, TARA & ALAN CARLSRUD 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Rigaudon CAMPRA 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Communion Servers: 

8:30 
Kim & John Estes,  

Rosie & Mike Lockwood 
11:00 

Cheri & Jerry Forte 
Pam Turner, Carol Willis 

 
 

Stephen Ministers: 
(8:30) Suzan Christensen 

 (11:00) Ginger Ready 

Preacher: 
(8:30) Rev. Michael Precht 
(11:00) Rev. Cathi Parish 

 
Liturgist 

(8:30) Carolyn Kidd 
(11:00) Dr. Ann Pearson 

 
Children’s Lesson: 

Jenna Hood  

Usher: 
Head Usher, Mark Woodrow 

 
Music 

Chancel Choir 
Director, Tom Hood 

Accompanist, John Richardson 
 

Media:  
Colin Richardson 
Toby Monckton 

 

 
The flowers on the altar are given by Katie and Lee Turner, and family, to the glory of God  

and in honor of Pam Turner in celebration of her birthday (October 13th). 



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 12 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 13 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:30pm Survivors of Suicide 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 14 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
12:30pm Tough Dogs Cancer Support 
Group 
1:30pm Chemo Care Bag Assembly 
6:00pm Charge Conference CLC 
Fellowship Hall 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 15 
6:30am FM³ Men’s Wake-Up Call 
Breakfast 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 16 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 17 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 18 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm African Universal Choir 
Worship Service 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 15th 

Chicken Pot Pie, Garden Salad, Carrot Cake 
Kids: Pretzel Bites with Cheese Dip, Fruit, Cookie 

 
Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
Charge Conference | October 14 
Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, October 14, at 
6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. All are welcome, and Church 
Council/Administrative Board members are encouraged to be present. 
 
Praise, Worship & Prayer Service | October 19 
The African Universal Choir will be bringing Praise and Worship music 
at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. There will be an opportunity to offer 
prayers of concern and celebration and time at the altar.  Mark your 
calendars for an evening of inspiring worship! 
 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The chancel choir 
is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share the joy of music, 
fellowship, and worship as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Mark your calendars for our annual Chrismas Cantata on December 14th.  
For more details or to join, contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Opportunity to Serve |October 26 
Caring ministries would love a helping hand packing gifts for the 
congregation on October 26th at 12:15pm in Wesley Hall. Delivery 
drivers are also needed. Contact Dr. Ann Pearson 
(ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org) or call the church office for more 
information. 
 
Journey of Paul Informational Meeting|October 26 
On May 28, 2026, you can join Pastor Michael and celebrated Bible 
scholar Peter Enns on a 7-day cruise that retraces the missionary 
Journeys of Paul. Dr. Peter Enns is a biblical scholar who teaches about 
the intersection of biblical studies and contemporary faith at Eastern 
University. He is founder of "The Bible for Normal People" website and 
podcast.He has written many books including The Bible Tells Me So and 
How the Bible Actually Works. Pastor Michael will share more about the 
trip and Dr. Enns' teaching at an informational session in the Parlor on 
October 26 at 9:45AM 
 
Costa Rica Team Meeting |October 26 
Interested in serving on the Costa Rica Mission teams in 2026? Join us 
for an informational meeting on Sunday, October 26th @ 5:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Myrick.  missions@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Trunk or Treat |October 29 
We are excited for our Trunk or Treat event, Wednesday, October 29th! 
Dinner will be served starting @ 5:00pm. Trunk or Treat will be from 
5:30pm-7:30pm in the gravel parking lot. Trunks are still needed! This 
is a great opportunity for your small group or Sunday School class to be 
involved by providing a trunk! For more info contact Jennifer 
Myrick (missions@fairhopeumc.org) or register your trunk online! 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually 
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our 
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 

 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  
 
 
 
 
 

R E V .  M I C H A E L  P R E C H T ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  
D R .  K R I S T E N  C U R T I S  W R I G H T ,  A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R  

 
R E V .  S H E I L A  B A T E S ,  S O U T H W E S T  D I S T R I C T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  

B I S H O P  L .  J O N A T H A N  H O L S T O N ,  A L A B A M A - W E S T  F L O R I D A  C O N F E R E N C E  
 

1 5 5  S O U T H  S E C T I O N  S T R E E T  F A I R H O P E ,  A L  3 6 5 3 2  
F A I R H O P E U M C . O R G  •  251-928-1148 

 



 
 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
E IGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
OCTOBER 12TH,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC  

 

 
 
ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht  
Liturgist: Emery Capstraw 
Communion Servers: Shelly & Rick Fitzhugh, Emily & Doug Garner 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour 
Stephen Minister: Ann Pearson 

Ushers: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 
 

OPENING SONG Praise You Anywhere  

  WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 16 

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 Alive and Breathing  

 Living Hope  

 No Longer Slaves  

Children who are 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

SCRIPTURE Galatians 3:1-9  

SERMON Icons Point Us Further Up and 
Further In 

 

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Merciful God, you call us into a life of freedom, yet we confess how easily we trade that 

freedom away. We cling to rules and routines that make us feel secure, 

or we give in to habits that bind us and drain life from us. Too often, we live as though your 

grace has limits, forgetting that in Christ you have opened wide the door to abundant life. 

Forgive us, we pray. Set us free from all that holds us captive, and lead us further up and 

further in, into the joy of your kingdom. 

  

Hear the good news: In Christ, we are no longer slaves to fear, sin, or shame. Where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is freedom. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

 

Thanks be to God! 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

BENEDICTION   



THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 12 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 13 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:30pm Survivors of Suicide 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 14 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
12:30pm Tough Dogs Cancer Support 
Group 
1:30pm Chemo Care Bag Assembly 
6:00pm Charge Conference CLC 
Fellowship Hall 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 15 
6:30am FM³ Men’s Wake-Up Call 
Breakfast 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 16 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 17 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 18 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm African Universal Choir 
Worship Service 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 15th 

Chicken Pot Pie, Garden Salad, Carrot Cake 
Kids: Pretzel Bites with Cheese Dip, Fruit, Cookie 

 
Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
Charge Conference | October 14 
Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday, October 14, at 
6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. All are welcome, and Church 
Council/Administrative Board members are encouraged to be present. 
 
Praise, Worship & Prayer Service | October 19 
The African Universal Choir will be bringing Praise and Worship music 
at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary. There will be an opportunity to offer 
prayers of concern and celebration and time at the altar.  Mark your 
calendars for an evening of inspiring worship! 
 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The chancel choir 
is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share the joy of music, 
fellowship, and worship as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Mark your calendars for our annual Chrismas Cantata on December 14th.  
For more details or to join, contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Opportunity to Serve |October 26 
Caring ministries would love a helping hand packing gifts for the 
congregation on October 26th at 12:15pm in Wesley Hall. Delivery 
drivers are also needed. Contact Dr. Ann Pearson 
(ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org) or call the church office for more 
information. 
 
Journey of Paul Informational Meeting|October 26 
On May 28, 2026, you can join Pastor Michael and celebrated Bible 
scholar Peter Enns on a 7-day cruise that retraces the missionary 
Journeys of Paul. Dr. Peter Enns is a biblical scholar who teaches about 
the intersection of biblical studies and contemporary faith at Eastern 
University. He is founder of "The Bible for Normal People" website and 
podcast.He has written many books including The Bible Tells Me So and 
How the Bible Actually Works. Pastor Michael will share more about the 
trip and Dr. Enns' teaching at an informational session in the Parlor on 
October 26 at 9:45AM 
 
Costa Rica Team Meeting |October 26 
Interested in serving on the Costa Rica Mission teams in 2026? Join us 
for an informational meeting on Sunday, October 26th @ 5:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Myrick.  missions@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Trunk or Treat |October 29 
We are excited for our Trunk or Treat event, Wednesday, October 29th! 
Dinner will be served starting @ 5:00pm. Trunk or Treat will be from 
5:30pm-7:30pm in the gravel parking lot. Trunks are still needed! This 
is a great opportunity for your small group or Sunday School class to be 
involved by providing a trunk! For more info contact Jennifer 
Myrick (missions@fairhopeumc.org) or register your trunk online! 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
 

Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually 
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our 
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 

 
R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  


