
 

 

 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, 
OCTOBER 19TH,  2025  |8:30AM &  11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE Festival Voluntary FLOR PEETERS 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  

CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 85 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful,  

to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

Let us worship the Lord who speaks peace into our midst. 

  HYMN To God Be the Glory UMH  98  

BAPTISM OF HALLIE LUCILLE MANNING (11:00) 
RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS: ABBY & JONES MANNING 

  APOSTLES’  CREED (8:30) UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY  Just a Closer Walk With Thee LOJESKI 

 DOXOLOGY  

CHILDREN’S  MOMENT (11:00) 

11:00- Children 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They 
are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education 
Building. Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Just As I Am UMH  357 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

God of wisdom and truth, open our hearts to your Word this day. Teach us how to listen 

with humility, to speak with honesty, and to love with courage. Through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 



 

  SCRIPTURE Acts 14:1-3, 11-16, 15:36-40  

SERMON Icons Point Out Hard Truths  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Gracious God, you call us to love one another, yet we confess how quickly we turn 

from each other. We avoid hard conversations, or we cling too tightly to our own 

opinions. We judge those with whom we differ, forgetting that they too are your 

beloved children. Forgive us, Lord. Teach us to disagree without hatred, to speak 

truth without pride, and to honor the gifts of all your people. 

Hear the good news: In Christ, we are one body, reconciled through the cross. God’s 

mercy is wider than our divisions, and God’s grace covers all our sins. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be UMH  399  

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS (8:30)  
JULIE & TONY BRUNSON 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Postlude in D HEALEY WILLAN 

 
ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  

 

Communion Servers: 
8:30 

Suzan & Steve Christensen, 
Mary Finger, Emily Garner 

11:00 
Tom East, Amy & Julius O’Rear, 

Katie Robertson 
 

Stephen Ministers: 
(8:30) Jolene Schmitt 

 (11:00) Deb Slone 

Preacher: 
(8:30) Rev. Michael Precht 

(11:00) Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright  

Liturgist 
Katie Turner 

 
Children’s Lesson: 

Bailey McInnis 

Usher: 
Head Usher, Mark Woodrow 

 
Music 

Chancel Choir 
Director, Vicki Wright  

Accompanist, John Richardson 
 

Media:  
Colin Richardson 

Hackett Robertson 
 

 



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm African Universal Choir 
Worship & Prayer Service  
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 20 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Quarterly Birthday 
Celebration 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 21 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregivier’s Support Group 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
6:00pm Anchored in Hope: Infertility 
and Loss Support Group 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 22 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
2:30pm Cancer Care Angels 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 23 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 24 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 25 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 26 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Journey of Paul Info Meeting 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
12:15pm Caring Ministry Gift Packing 
5:00pm Costa Rica Team Meeting 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 22nd 

Chicken & Dumplings, Green Beans, Cornbread, Assorted Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Green Beans, Fruit & Cookie 

Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The chancel choir 
is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share the joy of music, 
fellowship, and worship as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Mark your calendars for our annual Chrismas Cantata on December 14th.  
For more details or to join, contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Caring Ministry Opportunity to Serve |October 26 
Caring ministries would love a helping hand packing gifts for the 
congregation on October 26th at 12:15pm in Wesley Hall.  
Contact Dr. Ann Pearson (ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org) or call the 
church office for more information. 
 
Journey of Paul Informational Meeting|October 26 
On May 28, 2026, you can join Pastor Michael and celebrated Bible 
scholar Peter Enns on a 7-day cruise that retraces the missionary 
Journeys of Paul. Dr. Peter Enns is a biblical scholar who teaches about 
the intersection of biblical studies and contemporary faith at Eastern 
University. He is founder of "The Bible for Normal People" website and 
podcast.He has written many books including The Bible Tells Me So and 
How the Bible Actually Works. Pastor Michael will share more about the 
trip and Dr. Enns' teaching at an informational session in the Parlor on 
October 26 at 9:45AM 
 
Costa Rica Team Meeting |October 26 
Interested in serving on the Costa Rica Mission teams in 2026? Join us 
for an informational meeting on Sunday, October 26th @ 5:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Myrick.  missions@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Trunk or Treat |October 29 
We are excited for our Trunk or Treat event, Wednesday, October 29th! 
Dinner will be served starting @ 5:00pm. Trunk or Treat will be from 
5:30pm-7:30pm in the gravel parking lot. Trunks are still needed! For 
those who may wish to host a trunk, but may feel daunted by 
decorating one, our KidMin team has decorating kits available for use. 
Contact Jenna Hood, jenna.hood@fairhopeumc.org for more details or 
to check out a kit. 
 
Raising Godly Children | November 2 & 9 
Join Jan Pringle in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school hour for 
a two-week seminar on nurturing faith at home. Discover practical ways 
to make your home the heart of your children’s spiritual growth: where 
faith is taught, shared, and lived each day. Questions? Contact Pastor 
Kristen.  



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
Sympathy: 

Mary Beth Gibson in the loss of her husband, Robert Gibson.  
 

Hospitalized: 
Clarence Bishop, Dilana Norman 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving through August was 5%  higher than anticipated, while year-to-
date expenses were 2% lower than anticipated. We finished the month with a $72,000 deficit, 
compared to a typical $1116,000 deficit at this point of the year). We remain on track to meet 
100% of our budget and finish the year with a small surplus. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on November 9th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 

 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  
 

R E V .  M I C H A E L  P R E C H T ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  
D R .  K R I S T E N  C U R T I S  W R I G H T ,  A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R  

 
R E V .  S H E I L A  B A T E S ,  S O U T H W E S T  D I S T R I C T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  

B I S H O P  L .  J O N A T H A N  H O L S T O N ,  A L A B A M A - W E S T  F L O R I D A  C O N F E R E N C E  
 

1 5 5  S O U T H  S E C T I O N  S T R E E T  F A I R H O P E ,  A L  3 6 5 3 2  
F A I R H O P E U M C . O R G  •  251-928-1148 

 



 
 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
N INETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
OCTOBER 19TH,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC  

 

 
 
ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht  
Liturgist: Jennifer Jones 
Communion Servers: Jennifer Galloway 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour 
Stephen Minister: Brian Norris 

Ushers: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 
 

OPENING SONG Cornerstone  

  WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 85   

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 Build Your Kingdom Here  

 Forgiven  

 God of This City  

Children who are 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

SCRIPTURE Acts 14:1-3, 11-16, 15:36-40  

SERMON Icons Point Out Hard Truths  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Gracious God, you call us to love one another, yet we confess how quickly we turn from each 

other. We avoid hard conversations, or we cling too tightly to our own opinions. We judge 

those with whom we differ, forgetting that they too are your beloved children. Forgive us, 

Lord. Teach us to disagree without hatred, to speak truth without pride, and to honor the gifts 

of all your people. 

Hear the good news: In Christ, we are one body, reconciled through the cross. God’s mercy is 

wider than our divisions, and God’s grace covers all our sins. In the name of Jesus Christ, you 

are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

BENEDICTION   



THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm African Universal Choir 
Worship & Prayer Service  
MONDAY,  OCTOBER 20 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Quarterly Birthday 
Celebration 
10:00am Knit & Crochet 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 21 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregivier’s Support Group 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
6:00pm Anchored in Hope: Infertility 
and Loss Support Group 
WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 22 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life  
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
2:30pm Cancer Care Angels 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Wednesday Night Supper  
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study 
THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 23 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 24 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 25 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 26 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Journey of Paul Info Meeting 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
12:15pm Caring Ministry Gift Packing 
5:00pm Costa Rica Team Meeting 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ October 22nd 

Chicken & Dumplings, Green Beans, Cornbread, Assorted Dessert 
Kids: Chicken Fingers, Green Beans, Fruit & Cookie 

Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
Join the Choir for Advent! 
Love to sing and looking for a seasonal commitment? The chancel choir 
is welcoming new voices for Advent! Come share the joy of music, 
fellowship, and worship as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Mark your calendars for our annual Chrismas Cantata on December 14th.  
For more details or to join, contact tom.hood@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Caring Ministry Opportunity to Serve |October 26 
Caring ministries would love a helping hand packing gifts for the 
congregation on October 26th at 12:15pm in Wesley Hall.  
Contact Dr. Ann Pearson (ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org) or call the 
church office for more information. 
 
Journey of Paul Informational Meeting|October 26 
On May 28, 2026, you can join Pastor Michael and celebrated Bible 
scholar Peter Enns on a 7-day cruise that retraces the missionary 
Journeys of Paul. Dr. Peter Enns is a biblical scholar who teaches about 
the intersection of biblical studies and contemporary faith at Eastern 
University. He is founder of "The Bible for Normal People" website and 
podcast.He has written many books including The Bible Tells Me So and 
How the Bible Actually Works. Pastor Michael will share more about the 
trip and Dr. Enns' teaching at an informational session in the Parlor on 
October 26 at 9:45AM 
 
Costa Rica Team Meeting |October 26 
Interested in serving on the Costa Rica Mission teams in 2026? Join us 
for an informational meeting on Sunday, October 26th @ 5:00 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Myrick.  missions@fairhopeumc.org 
 
Trunk or Treat |October 29 
We are excited for our Trunk or Treat event, Wednesday, October 29th! 
Dinner will be served starting @ 5:00pm. Trunk or Treat will be from 
5:30pm-7:30pm in the gravel parking lot. Trunks are still needed! For 
those who may wish to host a trunk, but may feel daunted by 
decorating one, our KidMin team has decorating kits available for use. 
Contact Jenna Hood, jenna.hood@fairhopeumc.org for more details or 
to check out a kit. 
 

Raising Godly Children | November 2 & 9 
Join Jan Pringle in the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school 
hour for a two-week seminar on nurturing faith at home. 
Discover practical ways to make your home the heart of your 
children’s spiritual growth: where faith is taught, shared, and 
lived each day. Questions? Contact Pastor Kristen.  



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Sympathy: 
Mary Beth Gibson in the loss of her husband, Robert Gibson.  

 

Hospitalized: 
Clarence Bishop, Dilana Norman 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving through August was 5%  higher than anticipated, while year-to-
date expenses were 2% lower than anticipated. We finished the month with a $72,000 deficit, 
compared to a typical $100,000 deficit at this point of the year). We remain on track to meet 
100% of our budget for the year. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on November 9th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 

 
R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  


