
 

 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, 
NOVEMBER 16TH,  2025  |8:30AM &  11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 

PRELUDE Meditation on  
“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

        CRAIG PENFIELD 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  

CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 65 

By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation;  

you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.  

By your strength you established the mountains; you are girded with might.  

You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.  

Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs;  

you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy. 

  HYMN Love Divine All Loves Excelling UMH  384   

  APOSTLES’  CREED  UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

BABY RECOGNITION (11:00) 

OFFERTORY  My Jesus I Love Thee IJAMES 

 DOXOLOGY  

CHILDREN’S  
CHOIR (11:00) 

I Give Thanks  

11:00- Children 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They 
are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education 
Building. Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Hymn of Promise UMH  707  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Pour out upon us your Spirit, O God, that we might hear your word and your wisdom 

draw us closer to you. Through Christ, the Living Word, we pray. Amen. 



 

  SCRIPTURE Isaiah 65:17-25  

SERMON Creation Reimagined  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Creating God, you invite us to join you in building a world where everyone has 

enough, where peace replaces conflict, and where all creation flourishes. Yet we 

confess that we retreat into nostalgia or escape into distant dreams rather than do 

the hard work of presence. We hoard rather than share, we build walls rather than 

tables, and we turn away from those who hunger for food and dignity. Forgive us we 

pray.   

Hear the good news: God does not abandon what God has made. God transforms it. 

In Jesus Christ, you are invited into God's work of making all things new. Your past 

does not define your future. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN God Who Stretched the 
Spangled Heavens 

UMH  150 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS (8:30)  
KELLY & PATRICK BEARDEN 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE A Mighty Fortress is our God J.C.H.  RINCK 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  

Communion Servers: 
8:30 

Mary Finger, Emily Garner,  
Mary & John Hodgkins 

11:00 
Amy O’Rear 

 
Acolytes: 

8:30 Evans Brasfield,  
Juliette Jones 

 
Greeter: 

(8:30) Meri Catherine & Jason Brasfield 

Preacher: 
 Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright 

 
Liturgist 

Katie Turner 
 

Stephen Ministers: 
(8:30) Penn White 

(11:00) Shirley Ryals 

Usher: 
Head Usher, Mark Woodrow 

(8:30) Susan Varner 
Music 

Chancel Choir 
Director, Tom Hood  

Accompanist, John Richardson 
Lighthouse Children’s Choir 

 
Media:  

Colin Richardson 
Hackett Robertson 

 

 
 



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship-Baby 
Recognition 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit or Crochet for a Purpose 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
7:00am SALT Students Breakfast Club 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregiver’s Support Group 
10:00am Epic of Eden: Ruth Study 
6:00pm Anchored in Hope  
Support Group 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
6:00pm Handbell Choir Practice 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Advent Wreath Making &  
Chili Dinner  
5:00pm Youth Choir 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23-CHRIST 
THE KING SUNDAY 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ November 19th 

Advent Wreath Making & Chili Dinner 

Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
 
Anchored in Hope Support Group | November 18th 

Anchored in Hope is a group for women walking the difficult journey of 
infertility, miscarriage, and pregnancy loss. Together, we will share 
friendship, encouragement, and helpful resources along the way. Join us 
on third Tuesdays at 6:00pm in the CLC.  
 

FM³ Men’s Wake Up Call & Breakfast | November 19th 

The mission of Fairhope Methodist Men’s Ministry (fm3) is to:  equip, 
enable, and encourage men to hear God’s calling to be spiritual leaders 
in the home, at church and in our community. Members and non-
members welcome! Start the day with good Christian fellowship, a little 
food, and some motivation. 

 

Advent Wreath Making & Chili Dinner | November 19th 

Join us for a festive evening as we prepare our hearts and homes for 
Advent! Enjoy a warm chili dinner and create your own Advent wreath. 
All ages are welcome! Kits Available for $20. Contact Jennifer Myrick 
for more info (missions@fairhopeumc.org). 
 
Thanksgiving Community Lunch | November 27th 
Please join us for our Thanksgiving Day Lunch on November 27th from 
11:00am-1:00pm in the CLC. In addition to providing lunch in the 
fellowship hall, we will be delivering meals to those in need. Volunteers 
are needed! Please contact Jennifer Myrick for more 
information (missions@fairhopeumc.org). 
 
Discovery Weekend | January 23rd -25th  
Discovery Weekend is a spiritual formation retreat that is intended to 
be holy and fun at the same time. The weekend experience creates an 
environment in which middle schoolers can better listen to God and be 
aware of God’s presence. The weekend celebration of God’s love is 
designed to involve much of our church family in planning, leading, and 
providing resources. If you’re interested in being involved in Discovery 
please reach out to Miles (students@fairhopeumc.org)! No matter your 
prior experience with Discovery (or Youth in general) there’s a job for 
everyone! 
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
Sympathy: 

Lisa and Robert Adams and family in the loss of his father, Dr. Roy Adams. 
Dianna Howard-Lambert in the loss of her husband, Bill Lambert. 

Mike Stack in the loss of his wife, Becky Stack. 
 

Hospitalized: 
Bill Beard, Mary Parsons 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving through September was 2%  higher than anticipated, while 
year-to-date expenses were 1% lower than anticipated. We finished the month with a $113,208 
deficit, compared to a typical $165,704 deficit at this point of the year. We remain on track to 
meet 100% of our budget and finish the year with a small surplus. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on December 14th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 

 
 

 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  
 

 
 

R E V .  M I C H A E L  P R E C H T ,  S E N I O R  P A S T O R  
D R .  K R I S T E N  C U R T I S  W R I G H T ,  A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R  

 
R E V .  S H E I L A  B A T E S ,  S O U T H W E S T  D I S T R I C T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T  

B I S H O P  L .  J O N A T H A N  H O L S T O N ,  A L A B A M A - W E S T  F L O R I D A  C O N F E R E N C E  
 

1 5 5  S O U T H  S E C T I O N  S T R E E T  F A I R H O P E ,  A L  3 6 5 3 2  
F A I R H O P E U M C . O R G  •  251-928-1148 

 



 
 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
NOVEMBER 16TH,  2025  11:00AM AT FAIRHOPE UMC 

 

 
 
ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht 
Liturgist: Miles Barnhardt 
Communion Servers: Mary & Noah Funderburg, Jennifer Galloway, Emily Garner 
Greeter: Emily Garner 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour 
Stephen Minister: Dr. Ann Pearson 

Ushers: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1, and then continuing until the final Sunday of the Christian year: Christ the King 
Sunday. This season is called “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is 
the season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our 
lives and the world.  



 
 
 

OPENING SONG Rise Up   

  WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 65 

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 Build My Life  

 So Will I   

 Do it Again  

Children who are 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 65:17-25  

SERMON Creation Reimagined  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Creating God, you invite us to join you in building a world where everyone has enough, where 

peace replaces conflict, and where all creation flourishes. Yet we confess that we retreat into 

nostalgia or escape into distant dreams rather than do the hard work of presence. We hoard 

rather than share, we build walls rather than tables, and we turn away from those who hunger 

for food and dignity. Forgive us we pray. 

Hear the good news: God does not abandon what God has made. God transforms it. In Jesus 

Christ, you are invited into God's work of making all things new. Your past does not define 

your future. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

BENEDICTION   



THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship-Baby 
Recognition 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus 
10:00am Knit or Crochet for a Purpose 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry Supervision 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
7:00am SALT Students Breakfast Club 
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study 
9:30am Caregiver’s Support Group 
10:00am Epic of Eden: Ruth Study 
6:00pm Anchored in Hope  
Support Group 
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study 
6:00pm Handbell Choir Practice 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 
6:30am FM³ Men’s Wake-Up Call 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Dr. Ann’s Weekly Drop-In  
Bible Study 
4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir 
5:00pm Advent Wreath Making &  
Chili Dinner  
5:00pm Youth Choir 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry  
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry  
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible 
Study 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21 
9:30am Reservation Nursery 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23-CHRIST 
THE KING SUNDAY 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 

 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ November 19th 

Advent Wreath Making & Chili Dinner 

Go online or call the church office to make your reservation! 

 
 
Anchored in Hope Support Group | November 18th 

Anchored in Hope is a group for women walking the difficult journey of 
infertility, miscarriage, and pregnancy loss. Together, we will share 
friendship, encouragement, and helpful resources along the way. Join us 
on third Tuesdays at 6:00pm in the CLC.  
 

FM³ Men’s Wake Up Call & Breakfast | November 19th 

The mission of Fairhope Methodist Men’s Ministry (fm3) is to:  equip, 
enable, and encourage men to hear God’s calling to be spiritual leaders 
in the home, at church and in our community. Members and non-
members welcome! Start the day with good Christian fellowship, a little 
food, and some motivation. 

 

Advent Wreath Making & Chili Dinner | November 19th 

Join us for a festive evening as we prepare our hearts and homes for 
Advent! Enjoy a warm chili dinner and create your own Advent wreath. 
All ages are welcome! Kits Available for $20. Contact Jennifer Myrick 
for more info (missions@fairhopeumc.org). 
 
Thanksgiving Community Lunch | November 27th 
Please join us for our Thanksgiving Day Lunch on November 27th from 
11:00am-1:00pm in the CLC. In addition to providing lunch in the 
fellowship hall, we will be delivering meals to those in need. Volunteers 
are needed! Please contact Jennifer Myrick for more 
information (missions@fairhopeumc.org). 
 
Discovery Weekend | January 23rd -25th  
Discovery Weekend is a spiritual formation retreat that is intended to 
be holy and fun at the same time. The weekend experience creates an 
environment in which middle schoolers can better listen to God and be 
aware of God’s presence. The weekend celebration of God’s love is 
designed to involve much of our church family in planning, leading, and 
providing resources. If you’re interested in being involved in Discovery 
please reach out to Miles (students@fairhopeumc.org)! No matter your 
prior experience with Discovery (or Youth in general) there’s a job for 
everyone! 

 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
Sympathy: 

Lisa and Robert Adams and family in the loss of his father, Dr. Roy Adams. 
Dianna Howard-Lambert in the loss of her husband, Bill Lambert. 

Mike Stack in the loss of his wife, Becky Stack. 
 

Hospitalized: 
Bill Beard, Mary Parsons 

 
 Monthly Finance Report: Giving through September was 2%  higher than anticipated, while 
year-to-date expenses were 1% lower than anticipated. We finished the month with a $113,208 
deficit, compared to a typical $165,704 deficit at this point of the year. We remain on track to 
meet 100% of our budget and finish the year with a small surplus. 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on December 14th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 
 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  


