
 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
FEBRUARY 16, 2025  |8:30AM & 11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 

  PRELUDE Trio (JOHANN LUDWIG KREBS) 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP    PSALTER ~ PSALM 1 UMH 738 

  HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed UMH 203 

  THE APOSTLES’ CREED   UMH 881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY Total Praise (RANEY) 

  DOXOLOGY   

    CHILDREN’S MOMENT (11 AM)  

Children 4 years old and up can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

HYMN Ask Ye What Great Thing I Know UMH 163 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

By the power of the Holy Spirit, speak your Word though the words of scripture, that we 
may live according to your will; through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

  SCRIPTURE Luke 6:17-26  

SERMON The Stump Speech, Part 1   

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Merciful God, your call to discipleship is demanding. You call us to reorder our lives by the 
kingdom you are bringing in Jesus Christ. Yet we still pass by the ones you especially 
notice: people who are poor and hungry; people who weep. Forgive us, O God, and turn us 
back to your gospel. We pray this now, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our faith is not in vain! Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, we are forgiven and 
set free to live for God and neighbor. 

Thanks be to God. 



  PASSING OF THE PEACE  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  UMH 13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

  HYMN Jesus Shall Reign UMH 157 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Allegro                   (JC KITTEL) 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
Communion Servers:  

8:30 
Suzan & Steve Christensen 

Emily Garner 
Dana Whitfield 

 
11:00 

Bonnie Northcutt 
 

Preacher:  
Rev. Laura Parker 

 

Acolyte: 
11:00 

Waverly Watkins 
 

Liturgist:  
Emily Garner 

 

Usher: 
Mark Woodrow 

Chancel Choir 
Director, Tom Hood 

 
Organ and Piano 
John Richardson  

 
Media:  
8:30 

Colin Richardson 
11:00 

Toby Monckton 
 

 



THIS WEEK 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS     

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
8:00am Stephen Ministry Trng 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
10:00am Knit and Crochet 
10:00am Caring Min. Birthday 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Min. Supervision 
6:00pm SPRC Meeting 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
9:30am Caregivers Support Grp 
6:00pm Handbell Practice 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
6:30am Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
4:15-5:00pm Kids Choir (K-6th) 
5-6:00pm Wednesday Supper 
6-7:30pm Pier Kids (K-4th) 
6-7:30pm SWIFT (5th-6th) 
6-7:45pm SALT Student Ministry 
6:00pm Pastor’s Drop-in Study 
6:00pm Adult Choir 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
11am-1:00pm Community Café  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Stephen Ministry Trng 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 

FUMC Methodist Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
Wednesday, February 19th , 6:30am in Fellowship Hall 

Speaker:  Rev. Joe Bullington 
 Observations on Israel/Palestine 

 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ February 19 
Charleston Curry Chicken & Wild Rice 

Seasoned Green Beans 
Dinner Rolls 

Banana Pudding 

Go online or call the church office to make your 
reservation 251-928-1148. 

 

Jazz Sunday 
Join us on Sunday February 23rd  at 8:30 and 11:00 for a 
soul-stirring music service with a vibrant jazz theme! 
Experience uplifting melodies, heartfelt rhythms, and the 
joyous energy of live jazz performances woven into the 
spirit of worship. Whether you're a jazz enthusiast or 
simply looking for an inspiring way to start your week, 
this is a service you won’t want to miss. Come and let the 
music move you! 
 
TJ’s Food Ministry 
We want your ideas about how this ministry can make an 
impact in our community. Last year we partnered with the 
schools and helped students who were experiencing food 
insecurities. We are kicking off our year with a meeting 
Wednesday, February 19th , 11:00am, B-207 and would 
like to invite everyone to come and share your ideas. For 
more information, contact Dr. Ann Pearson, Caring 
Ministries, 251-928-1148 or ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org. 
 
 

 
"How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints, 

for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God." — Psalm 84:1-2 
The beauty of our sanctuary is enhanced each week by altar flowers, symbolizing the love and grace of 
God. Providing flowers is a meaningful way to honor loved ones, celebrate special occasions, or simply 
offer your gratitude to God.  Please consider signing up using the QR code in the bulletin or by contacting 
the office to reserve a Sunday for your floral contribution.  Let us together beautify the house of the Lord, 
creating a welcoming space for all who enter. 

mailto:ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org


Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
 

Hospitalized This Week:  
Watson Smith 

 
 
 
 
Monthly Finance Report: We are still reconciling expenses from January, but our giving report 
for the mouth is complete. Giving and other income in January totaled 83% of our budgeted 
expectations. This puts us $36,000 behind our budget for the year to date. 
 
 

If you would like more information about church membership, contact one of 
our pastors or attend our next Coffee with the Pastors on March 9th  @ 9:45AM  
in the Conference Room, adjacent to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under 
the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing the parking lot. Look 
for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
Scan this LINKTREE QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources in one 
place! From sign-ups, worship times to serving and online giving, this code will 
take you directly to everything you need to stay connected with our church.  
Whether you're looking to RSVP for Wednesday Night Suppers, get involved in 
church activities, or learn more about where YOU can serve, it's all just a scan 
away. 
 
 

 
Rev. Michael Precht, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Sheila Bates, Southwest District Superintendent 
Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET ~ FAIRHOPE, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG 
“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD” 

 



 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY* 
FEBRUARY 16,  2025  11:00AM AT FAIRHOPE UMC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING  IN WORSHIP  TODAY 
Preacher: Rev. Michael Precht 
Acolytes: Olivia Boward, Peyton Boward 
Media and Sound: Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour, Nellie Meyers  
Communion Servers: Sidney Carol & Miles Barnhardt, Shelly Fitzhugh, Jennifer Galloway, 
Meg Galloway, Emily & Doug Garner 
 
 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
third season of the Christian year, “Ordinary Time,” is devoted to Jesus’ preaching and healing 
ministry. It is a time to meditate on God’s will for the order of things —God’s “ordinary” is 
extraordinary to us! 



 

OPENING SONG Build Your Kingdom Here  

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 1  

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 Do Something  

 Less Like Me  

 Give Me Your Eyes  

SCRIPTURE Luke 6:17-26  

Children 4 years old and up can meet at the gym door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up immediately following the 
service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

SERMON The Stump Speech, Part 1 REV. MICHAEL PRECHT 

CONFESSION & PARDON  

Merciful God, your call to discipleship is demanding. You call us to reorder our lives by the 
kingdom you are bringing in Jesus Christ. Yet we still pass by the ones you especially 
notice: people who are poor and hungry; people who weep. Forgive us, O God, and turn us 
back to your gospel. We pray this now through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our faith is not in vain! Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, we are forgiven and set 
free to live for God and neighbor. 

Thanks be to God. 

THANKSGIVING  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP †  

BENEDICTION 

 
†You do not have to be a member of this church, or of any, to receive from Christ’s table. We welcome all who desire to 
meet Christ in this meal where he has promised to meet us.   



THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
       

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
8:00am Stephen Ministry Trng 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
10:00am Knit and Crochet 
10:00am Caring Min. Birthday 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Min. Supervision 
6:00pm SPRC Meeting 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
9:30am Caregivers Support Grp 
6:00pm Handbell Practice 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
6:30am Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
4:15-5:00pm Kids Choir (K-6th) 
5-6:00pm Wednesday Supper 
6-7:30pm Pier Kids (K-4th) 
6-7:30pm SWIFT (5th-6th) 
6-7:45pm SALT Student Ministry 
6:00pm Pastor’s Drop-in Study 
6:00pm Adult Choir 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
11am-1:00pm Community Café  
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:30am Confirmation Class 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Stephen Ministry Trng 
11:00am Traditional Worship 
11:00am The Gathering Worship 

FUMC Methodist Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
Wednesday, February 19th , 6:30am in Fellowship Hall 

Speaker:  Rev. Joe Bullington 
 Observations on Israel/Palestine 

 

Wednesday Supper Menu ~ February 19 
Charleston Curry Chicken & Wild Rice 

Seasoned Green Beans 
Dinner Rolls 

Banana Pudding 

Go online or call the church office to make your 
reservation 251-928-1148. 

 

Jazz Sunday 
Join us on Sunday February 23rd  at 8:30 and 11:00 for a 
soul-stirring music service with a vibrant jazz theme! 
Experience uplifting melodies, heartfelt rhythms, and the 
joyous energy of live jazz performances woven into the spirit 
of worship. Whether you're a jazz enthusiast or simply 
looking for an inspiring way to start your week, this is a 
service you won’t want to miss. Come and let the music 
move you! 
 
TJ’s Food Ministry 
We want your ideas about how this ministry can make an 
impact in our community. Last year we partnered with the 
schools and helped students who were experiencing food 
insecurities. We are kicking off our year with a meeting 
Wednesday, February 19th , 11:00am, B-207 and would like 
to invite everyone to come and share your ideas. For more 
information, contact Dr. Ann Pearson, Caring Ministries, 
251-928-1148 or ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org. 
 
 

 

"How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty! My soul yearns, even faints,  
for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God." — Psalm 84:1-2 

The beauty of our sanctuary is enhanced each week by altar flowers, symbolizing the love and grace 
of God. Providing flowers is a meaningful way to honor loved ones, celebrate special occasions, or 
simply offer your gratitude to God.  Please consider signing up using the QR code in the bulletin or 
by contacting the office to reserve a Sunday for your floral contribution.  Let us together beautify 
the house of the Lord, creating a welcoming space for all who enter. 

mailto:ann.pearson@fairhopeumc.org


Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

 
 

Hospitalized This Week: 
Watson Smith 

 
 

 
 
Monthly Finance Report: We are still reconciling expenses from January, but our giving report 
for the mouth is complete. Giving and other income in January totaled 83% of our budgeted 
expectations. This puts us $36,000 behind our budget for the year to date. 
 
 
 

If you would like more information about church membership, contact one of 
our pastors or attend our next Coffee with the Pastors on March 9 @ 9:45AM in 
the Conference Room, adjacent to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under 
the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing the parking lot. Look 
for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 

Scan this LINKTREE QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources in one 
place! From sign-ups, worship times to serving and online giving, this code will 
take you directly to everything you need to stay connected with our church.  
Whether you're looking to RSVP for Wednesday Night Suppers, get involved in 
church activities, or learn more about where YOU can serve, it's all just a scan 
away. 

 
 

Rev. Michael Precht, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Sheila Bates, Southwest District Superintendent 
Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET ~ FAIRHOPE, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG 
“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD” 
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