
 

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 27TH,  2025  |8:30AM&  11:00AM 

please stand as you are able 
 

 PRELUDE ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus  

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Come, let us worship the Lord our God. 

With open hearts and willing spirits, we come. 

This is the day the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

God is here, ready to speak, ready to bless. 

We are here, ready to listen, ready to praise. 

  HYMN Come Christians, Join to Sing UMH   158 

BAPTISM: AZELIE FRANCES O’NEIL  (8:30AM) 

Daughter of Carly and Jake O’Neil  

  APOSTLES’  CREED (11AM) UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY  It Is Well With My Soul BERRY 

  DOXOLOGY  

CHILDREN’S  MOMENT (11AM) 

Children 5 years old and up can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

HYMN Be Still My Soul UMH   534 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

Almighty God, in you are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Open our 

eyes that we may see the wonders of your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly 

understand and freely choose the way of your wisdom; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  SCRIPTURE Genesis 18:20-32  

SERMON When We Ask Too Little  

 
 



CONFESSION AND PARDON 

God of justice and compassion, we confess that we often ask too little. 

Too little of you, too little of ourselves, too little for others. 

You invited us to be bold in prayer, yet we hesitated. 

You called us to care for the world, yet we grew weary or indifferent. 

Forgive us for the ways we held back our hope, our faith, and our love. 

Have mercy on us, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

God listens to every cry for mercy and meets us with grace. 

Even when we fall short, God's love never fails. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free. Thanks be to God! 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Take Time To Be Holy UMH  395 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE   

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY 
Communion Servers: 

8:30 
Harbour Robertson, Katie & 

Robby Robertson, Betty 
Stejskal 
11:00 

Tom Hood, 
Ann Claunch & Steve Pearson 

 
Stephen Minister: 

8:30 
Wanda Winfree 

11:00 
Ann Claunch 

 

Preacher: 
Rev. Michael Precht (8:30) 

Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright (11) 
 

Liturgist: 
Katie Turner 

 
Ushers: 

Mark Woodrow 
 
 
 

Music 
Chancel Choir 

Director, Tom Hood 
Accompanist, 
Sherry Herron 

Soloist,  
Rev. Joe Bullington 

 
Media:  

Hackett Robertson 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of the 29th wedding anniversary of 
Jolene and James Schmitt (July 17, 1996).   



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, JULY 27 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, JULY 28 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:30pm Survivors of Suicide 
TUESDAY, JULY 29 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
6:00-7:45pm Pier Kids PJ Party  
THURSDAY, JULY 31 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
 

Choir Retreat @ Camp Beckwith| August 9, 9AM -2PM 
Lunch Provided!  
Whether you're a long-time choir member or thinking 
about joining, this day is for YOU! Come enjoy a 
refreshing time of music, fellowship, vision-casting, and 
fun as we kick off a new season together. Bring your voice, 
your joy, and your love for worship—we can’t wait to sing 
with you!  
Use the QR Code found on the back page to RSVP! 
 

“Be Still and Know Prayer Service” will be offered on 
Sunday, August 10, at 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Led by 
Rev. Michael Precht, this meaningful service offers a 
peaceful opportunity to connect with God and others. 
 
Young Parent Sunday School Mixer  
August 10, 9:45 -10:45AM | CLC Café 
Are you parenting a child aged 0–5? Looking to connect 
with others in the same season of life? Join Pastor Kristen 
and fellow parents for a Sunday School mixer on August 
10—a chance to meet, mingle, and explore opportunities 
for community this fall. Questions? 
kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org.  
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 

Sympathy: 
Chelsey and Richard Lancaster in the loss of her mother, and Jep, Alice and Jack in the loss of 

their grandmother, Teri Mattia.  
Kim and Wayne Walker and family in the loss of his father, Curtis Wayne Walker. 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving through June was $940,295.55 (roughly $40,000 more than in 
2024 and 3% ahead of budget expectations). Our facility expenses are also slightly higher than 
we anticipated, but overall, we remain on track to finish the year with a slight surplus. 
 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on August 10th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 

 
 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
REV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
 

FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  
251-928-1148  



 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
JULY 27TH,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht 
Communion Servers: Nadine & Barry Baskin, Shelly & Rick Fitzhugh, Mary & Noah 
Funderburg 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Jamie Waldhour, Nellie Meyers   
Stephen Minister: Jolene Schmitt  
Usher: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 
 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 

OPENING SONG   

  WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP   

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

   

   

   

Children 5 years old and up can meet at the gym door for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building.  

SCRIPTURE Genesis 18:20-32  

SERMON When We Ask Too Little  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

 God of justice and compassion, we confess that we often ask too little. 

Too little of you, too little of ourselves, too little for others. 

You invited us to be bold in prayer, yet we hesitated. 

You called us to care for the world, yet we grew weary or indifferent. 

Forgive us for the ways we held back our hope, our faith, and our love. 

Have mercy on us, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

God listens to every cry for mercy and meets us with grace. 

Even when we fall short, God's love never fails. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free. Thanks be to God! 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

BENEDICTION   



 

THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, JULY 27 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
MONDAY, JULY 28 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:30pm Survivors of Suicide 
TUESDAY, JULY 29 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
6:00-7:45pm Pier Kids PJ Party  
THURSDAY, JULY 31 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
 

Choir Retreat @ Camp Beckwith| August 9, 9AM -2PM 
Lunch Provided!  
Whether you're a long-time choir member or thinking 
about joining, this day is for YOU! Come enjoy a 
refreshing time of music, fellowship, vision-casting, and 
fun as we kick off a new season together. Bring your voice, 
your joy, and your love for worship—we can’t wait to sing 
with you!  
Use the QR Code found on the back page to RSVP! 

 
“Be Still and Know Prayer Service” will be offered on 
Sunday, August 10, at 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Led by 
Rev. Michael Precht, this meaningful service offers a 
peaceful opportunity to connect with God and others. 
 
Young Parent Sunday School Mixer  
August 10, 9:45 -10:45AM | CLC Café 
Are you parenting a child aged 0–5? Looking to connect 
with others in the same season of life? Join Pastor Kristen 
and fellow parents for a Sunday School mixer on August 
10—a chance to meet, mingle, and explore opportunities 
for community this fall. Questions? 
kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org.  
 
 
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 

Sympathy: 
Chelsey and Richard Lancaster in the loss of her mother, and Jep, Alice and Jack in the loss of 

their grandmother, Teri Mattia.  
Kim and Wayne Walker and family in the loss of his father, Curtis Wayne Walker. 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving through June was $940,295.55 (roughly $40,000 more than in 
2024 and 3% ahead of budget expectations).  Our facility expenses are also slightly higher than 
we anticipated, but overall, we remain on track to finish the year with a slight surplus. 
 
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on August 10th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
REV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  

DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  
 

R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  


