
 

 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 3RD,  2025  |8:30AM&  11:00AM 
please stand as you are able 

 

 PRELUDE Prince of Denmark’s March JEREMIAH CLARKE 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP  FROM PSALM 32 

God is our hiding place, our helper in trouble.  

Our Savior surrounds us in times of distress. 

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous! 

Shout for joy, all you upright in heart.  

  HYMN Now Thank We All Our God UMH  102  

BAPTISM: CAMERON SIRMON (11:00AM) 

Son of Sarah & Michael Sirmon  

  APOSTLES’  CREED (8:30AM) UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

OFFERTORY   BERRY 

  DOXOLOGY  

Children’s Church will not be held today. On the first Sunday of each month,  
children stay for the entire service so they can worship and receive  
Holy Communion with their families.  
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated UMH   399 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

God of covenant and promises, you promised to never break your covenant with us. Amid 

all the changing words of our generation, speak your eternal word that does not change. 

Enable us to respond to your gracious promises with faithful and obedient lives. Through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  SCRIPTURE Luke 12:13-21  

SERMON How Big is a Christian's 401(K)?  

 
 



CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have 

failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we 

have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 

the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Jesus Is All the World to Me UMH  469  

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary JOHN STANLEY 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY 
Communion Servers: 

8:30 
Mary Finger, Ann Pearson 

Jolene & James Schmitt 
11:00 

Melanie Hearne, Kimberly 
McKeough 

Deb & Tom Slone 
 

Stephen Minister: 
8:30 

Robyn Simons 
11:00 

Deb Slone 

Preacher: 
Rev. Michael Precht 

 
Liturgist: 

Gene Lammers 
 

Ushers: 
Mark Woodrow 

Jackie Upton (11:00) 
 

Greeter: 
Phyllis Helms (8:30) 

 
 

Music 
Chancel Choir 

Director, Tom Hood 
Accompanist, 

John Richardson 
Trumpeter, 

Dr. Mike Brown 
 

Media:  
Colin Richardson 

Hackett Robertson 
 
 

 



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm Youth & Parent Meeting 
MONDAY, AUGUST 4 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry 
Supervision 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 
9:30am Caregivers Support Group 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 
9:00am Choir Retreat 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 
8:30am Traditional Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
9:45am Young Parent Sunday 
School Mixer 
11:00am Traditional Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks   
11:00am The Gathering Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks  
6:00pm Be still & Know Prayer 
Service 
 

Youth & Parent Meeting – Sunday, August 3rd | 6:00–
7:30 PM 
Calling all Youth & Parents! Join us for our Youth & Parent 
Meeting as we kick off the new school year! We'll go over 
the upcoming Youth Ministry schedule, highlight 
important dates, and share all the exciting things planned 
for the year ahead.  We’ll enjoy a meal together—fried 
chicken will be provided, and we ask parents to bring a side 
dish to share. To top it all off, get ready for some friendly 
competition with a Youth vs. Parents Dodgeball Game! 
Don’t miss out! 
 
Choir Retreat @ Camp Beckwith| August 9, 9AM -2PM 
Lunch Provided!  
Whether you're a long-time choir member or thinking 
about joining, this day is for YOU! Come enjoy a 
refreshing time of music, fellowship, vision-casting, and 
fun as we kick off a new season together. Bring your voice, 
your joy, and your love for worship—we can’t wait to sing 
with you!  
Use the QR Code found on the back page to RSVP! 
 

“Be Still and Know Prayer Service” will be offered on 
Sunday, August 10, at 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Led by 
Rev. Michael Precht, this meaningful service offers a 
peaceful opportunity to connect with God and others. 
 
Young Parent Sunday School Mixer  
August 10, 9:45 -10:45AM | CLC Café 
Are you parenting a child aged 0–5? Looking to connect 
with others in the same season of life? Join Pastor Kristen 
and fellow parents for a Sunday School mixer on August 
10—a chance to meet, mingle, and explore opportunities 
for community this fall. Questions? 
kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org.  
 

Blessing of the Backpacks – August 10th, All Services 

Students, teachers, and school staff are invited to bring 
their backpacks to worship on Sunday, August 10th for a 
special Blessing of the Backpacks as we begin a new school 
year. Join us as we pray for a safe, joyful, and meaningful 
year ahead for all learners and educators. Back-to-school 
tags will be available for everyone participating! 
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 
Brenda Haskew 

Sympathy: 
Joe Kelley and family in the loss of his wife, Niki Kelley.  

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in June was 16% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
18% lower than anticipated, allowing us to make up our year-to-date deficit. As of the halfway 
point in 2025, we have a $14,544.53 surplus in our budget, and we are on track to meet 100% 
of our budget for the year.  
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on August 10th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 
 

R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  
DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  

 
R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  

B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  
 

155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  
FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  

 
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  



 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
E IGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
AUGUST 3RD,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright 

Liturgist: Miles Barnhardt 
Communion Servers: Jane & Don Dolan, Shelly & Rick Fitzhugh 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Jamie Waldhour, Nellie Meyers   
Stephen Minister: Ann Pearson 
Greeters: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 
 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 

OPENING SONG Graves into Gardens  

  WELCOME  

CALL TO WORSHIP   

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

 Rise Up (Lazarus)   

 Firm Foundation (He Won't)  

 Waymaker  

Children’s Church will not be held today. On the first Sunday of each month,  
children stay for the entire service so they can worship and receive Holy Communion with their families.  

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.  

SCRIPTURE Luke 8:40-56  

SERMON To Be Made Well  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to 

be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 

rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of 

the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ                    

our Lord. Amen.  

Hear the good news: 

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward us. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION   



 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship 
6:00pm Youth & Parent Meeting 
MONDAY, AUGUST 4 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Ministry 
Supervision 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5 
9:30am Caregivers Support Group 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 
9:00am Choir Retreat 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 
8:30am Traditional Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
9:45am Coffee with the Pastors 
9:45am Young Parent Sunday 
School Mixer 
11:00am Traditional Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks   
11:00am The Gathering Worship-
Blessing of the Backpacks  
6:00pm Be still & Know Prayer 
Service 

 

Youth & Parent Meeting – Sunday, August 3rd | 6:00–
7:30 PM 
Calling all Youth & Parents! Join us for our Youth & Parent 
Meeting as we kick off the new school year! We'll go over 
the upcoming Youth Ministry schedule, highlight 
important dates, and share all the exciting things planned 
for the year ahead.  We’ll enjoy a meal together—fried 
chicken will be provided, and we ask parents to bring a side 
dish to share. To top it all off, get ready for some friendly 
competition with a Youth vs. Parents Dodgeball Game! 
Don’t miss out! 
 
Choir Retreat @ Camp Beckwith| August 9, 9AM -2PM 
Lunch Provided!  
Whether you're a long-time choir member or thinking 
about joining, this day is for YOU! Come enjoy a 
refreshing time of music, fellowship, vision-casting, and 
fun as we kick off a new season together. Bring your voice, 
your joy, and your love for worship—we can’t wait to sing 
with you!  
Use the QR Code found on the back page to RSVP! 
 

“Be Still and Know Prayer Service” will be offered on 
Sunday, August 10, at 6:00pm in the sanctuary. Led by 
Rev. Michael Precht, this meaningful service offers a 
peaceful opportunity to connect with God and others. 
 
Young Parent Sunday School Mixer  
August 10, 9:45 -10:45AM | CLC Café 
Are you parenting a child aged 0–5? Looking to connect 
with others in the same season of life? Join Pastor Kristen 
and fellow parents for a Sunday School mixer on August 
10—a chance to meet, mingle, and explore opportunities 
for community this fall. Questions? 
kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org.  
 

Blessing of the Backpacks – August 10th, All Services 

Students, teachers, and school staff are invited to bring 
their backpacks to worship on Sunday, August 10th for a 
special Blessing of the Backpacks as we begin a new school 
year. Join us as we pray for a safe, joyful, and meaningful 
year ahead for all learners and educators. Back-to-school 
tags will be available for everyone participating! 

 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 
Brenda Haskew 

Sympathy: 
Joe Kelley and family in the loss of his wife, Niki Kelley.  

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in June was 16% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
18% lower than anticipated, allowing us to make up our year-to-date deficit. As of the halfway 
point in 2025, we have a $14,544.53 surplus in our budget, and we are on track to meet 100% 
of our budget for the year.  
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on August 10th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 
 

 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 
 

R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  
DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  

 
R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  

B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  
 

155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  
FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  


