
 

 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

AUGUST 17TH,  2025  |8:30AM&  11:00AM 
please stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ARR. ZIPP 

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS  

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY  

CALL TO WORSHIP  FROM PSALM 80 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

Stir up your might, and come to save us! 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 

Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see. 

  HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory UMH  577  

  APOSTLES’  CREED  UMH  881 

  GLORIA PATRI   

CELEBRATIONS OF SUMMER MISSIONS 

OFFERTORY  Great and Awesome God HAYES 

  DOXOLOGY  

(11:00am) Children 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. 
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education 
Building. 
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building. 

HYMN Faith of Our Fathers UMH  710 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

God of every generation, you have spoken through prophets, apostles, and saints. By your 

Spirit, speak to us now through your Word, so we may fix our eyes on Jesus and run the 

race set before us. Amen. 

  SCRIPTURE Hebrews 11:29-12:2  

SERMON Beyond the Walls  

 
 



CONFESSION AND PARDON 

God of all nations, we confess that we often run the race only within the walls we 

know. We forget the great cloud of witnesses who carried the gospel far beyond their own 

homes. We grow weary, lose courage, and take our eyes off Jesus. 

Forgive us, and send us out with faith and perseverance. 

Jesus endured the cross for the sake of the world. 

In him, you are forgiven, equipped, and sent beyond the walls. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH  13 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 HYMN Forward Through the Ages UMH  555 

  BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing ARR. JOHNSON 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY 
Communion Servers: 

8:30 
11:00 

 
Stephen Minister: 

8:30 
Jolene Schmitt 

11:00 
Shirley Ryals 

Preacher: 
Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright 

 
Liturgist: 
Ann Pearson 

 
Ushers: 

Mark Woodrow 
 

Greeter: 
8:30 

Emily Garner 
 
 
 

Music 
Chancel Choir 

Director, Tom Hood 
Accompanist, 

John Richardson 
 

Media:  
Colin Richardson 

Hackett Robertson 
 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in memory of  
June and Rev. Floyd Enfinger, Sr. by Linda and Floyd Enfinger, Jr., and Robin King.  



THIS  WEEK  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Kid’s Ministry Sunday 
School Open House 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering  
5:00pm Board of Stewards 
MONDAY, AUGUST 18 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Minister 
Supervision 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 
9:30am Caregivers Support Group 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
5:30pm Nominations Committee 
Meeting 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry 
6:00pm Pier Kid’s Kick-Off 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship-
3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
4:00pm Biblepalooza- 3rd Grade 
Bible Party 

Fall 2025 Adult Bible Studies – Registration Now Open! 
This fall, deepen your faith and build community through one of 
our Adult Small Group Studies. From the powerful 
transformation of the twelve disciples, to the ancient wisdom of 
Ruth, to the practice of intercessory prayer—there’s something 
for everyone, including drop-in options for those with flexible 
schedules. Find full study descriptions and schedules by visiting 
the LinkTree or QR code. Nursery available upon request.  
 
Wednesday Suppers Are Back! 
Join us this September as we gather once again for Wednesday 
Suppers at FUMC! We’re kicking things off with a Cook-Off on 
September 3rd to support the Coastal Community College 
Student Supper Fund. Interested in participating? Email 
missions@fairhopeumc.org to enter your dish. We’re also 
looking for volunteers to help make these evenings a success. 
Come lend a hand and enjoy the fellowship around the table! 
Contact katie.robertson@fairhopeumc.org. 
 
You’re Invited to the Table… 
Four Seasons Supper Clubs are a wonderful way to cultivate 
community—just as Jesus did—by sharing a meal with friends 
around the table. Over the course of a year (four seasons), you’ll 
have the opportunity to learn about one another, build 
meaningful connections, and enjoy rich fellowship. Please 
register (QR code or email kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org) by 
Labor Day so we can finalize groups and get everyone connected. 
 
3rd Grade Bible Presentation | August 24, 11AM 
Biblepalooza | August 24, 4PM 
Join us at the Gathering Service as we celebrate our 3rd graders 
by presenting them with their very own Bibles—a special 
milestone in their faith journey. The celebration continues that 
afternoon with Biblepalooza, our 3rd Grade Bible Party! 
Students will explore their new Bibles through fun games, 
activities, and fellowship.  Let’s come together to support and 
encourage these young disciples as they grow in God’s Word! 
 
Handbell Choir Returns| September 2, 6PM 
Handbell Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday evenings in the 
sanctuary. Whether you’re a seasoned ringer or brand new to 
bells, we welcome you to join us for music, fellowship, and joyful 
worship. Come be part of this special ministry as we prepare 
beautiful music to share in upcoming services. No prior 
experience is necessary—just a willing heart and a love for 
making a joyful noise! 
 
 
 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 
David Barr, Mary Settle 

Sympathy: 
Brittney and Alan Allgood in the loss of her sister, and Thomas, Leighton, Ellis Ann, and Henry 

in the loss of their aunt, Courtney Snuggs. 
 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in June was 16% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
18% lower than anticipated, allowing us to make up our year-to-date deficit. As of the halfway 
point in 2025, we have a $14,544.53 surplus in our budget, and we are on track to meet 100% 
of our budget for the year.  
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on September 14th @ 9:45AM in 
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning. 
 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 

 
 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  

 
 
 
 

R EV .  M ICHAEL  PRECHT ,  S EN IOR  PASTOR  
DR .  KR I S TEN  CURT IS  WR IGHT ,  ASSOC IATE  PASTOR  

 
R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  

B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  
 

155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  
FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  

 
FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  

251-928-1148  



 
 

THE 
GATHERING 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST* 
AUGUST 17TH,  2025  11:00AM  AT FAIRHOPE UMC  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTING  IN  WORSHIP  TODAY  
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht 

Liturgist: Jennifer Myrick 
Communion Servers:  
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 
Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour 
Stephen Minister: Kathy Ellis 

Greeters: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb 

 
*Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The 
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on 
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the 
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives 
and the world.  



 
 
 

OPENING SONG   

  WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP FROM PSALM 100 

SINGING OUR PRAISE 

   

   

   

CELEBRATION OF SUMMER MISSIONS 

Children who are 5 years old through 6th grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up 
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.  

SCRIPTURE Psalm 82  

SERMON Which god is wisest?  

CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Wise and righteous God, we confess that we often place our trust in lesser powers,  

in success, control, comfort, and approval, while your wisdom calls us to justice, mercy, and 

humility. We protect what is ours and ignore the cries of the vulnerable. We admire strength and 

overlook compassion. Forgive us for following false gods. Open our eyes to your truth, that we 

may walk in your ways and reflect your goodness in the world. 

The God who judges the powers is also the God who rescues the weak. 

In Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and called to live by a wiser way. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S  PRAYER 

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP  

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION   



 

THIS WEEK MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Kid’s Ministry Sunday 
School Open House 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering  
5:00pm Board of Stewards 
MONDAY, AUGUST 18 
3:00pm Grief Support Group 
6:00pm Stephen Minister 
Supervision 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19 
9:30am Caregivers Support Group 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study 
5:30pm Nominations Committee 
Meeting 
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice 
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry 
6:00pm Pier Kid’s Kick-Off 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21 
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 22 
11:00am-1pm Community Café 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 
8:30am Traditional Worship 
9:45am Sunday School for all ages 
11:00am Traditional Worship  
11:00am The Gathering Worship-
3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
4:00pm Biblepalooza- 3rd Grade 
Bible Party 

Fall 2025 Adult Bible Studies – Registration Now Open! 
This fall, deepen your faith and build community through one of 
our Adult Small Group Studies. From the powerful 
transformation of the twelve disciples, to the ancient wisdom of 
Ruth, to the practice of intercessory prayer—there’s something 
for everyone, including drop-in options for those with flexible 
schedules. Find full study descriptions and schedules by visiting 
the LinkTree or QR code. Nursery available upon request.  
 
Wednesday Suppers Are Back! 
Join us this September as we gather once again for Wednesday 
Suppers at FUMC! We’re kicking things off with a Cook-Off on 
September 3rd to support the Coastal Community College 
Student Supper Fund. Interested in participating? Email 
missions@fairhopeumc.org to enter your dish. We’re also 
looking for volunteers to help make these evenings a success. 
Come lend a hand and enjoy the fellowship around the table! 
Contact katie.robertson@fairhopeumc.org. 
 
You’re Invited to the Table… 
Four Seasons Supper Clubs are a wonderful way to cultivate 
community—just as Jesus did—by sharing a meal with friends 
around the table. Over the course of a year (four seasons), you’ll 
have the opportunity to learn about one another, build 
meaningful connections, and enjoy rich fellowship. Please 
register (QR code or email kristen.wright@fairhopeumc.org) by 
Labor Day so we can finalize groups and get everyone connected. 
 
3rd Grade Bible Presentation | August 24, 11AM 
Biblepalooza | August 24, 4PM 
Join us at the Gathering Service as we celebrate our 3rd graders 
by presenting them with their very own Bibles—a special 
milestone in their faith journey. The celebration continues that 
afternoon with Biblepalooza, our 3rd Grade Bible Party! 
Students will explore their new Bibles through fun games, 
activities, and fellowship.  Let’s come together to support and 
encourage these young disciples as they grow in God’s Word! 
 
Handbell Choir Returns| September 2, 6PM 
Handbell Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday evenings in the 
sanctuary. Whether you’re a seasoned ringer or brand new to 
bells, we welcome you to join us for music, fellowship, and joyful 
worship. Come be part of this special ministry as we prepare 
beautiful music to share in upcoming services. No prior 
experience is necessary—just a willing heart and a love for 
making a joyful noise! 
 
 

 



Prayers Of The People 
Medical Personnel | First Responders | Military Personnel 

Hospitalized This Week: 
David Barr, Mary Settle 

Sympathy: 
Brittney and Alan Allgood in the loss of her sister, and Thomas, Leighton, Ellis Ann, and Henry 

in the loss of their aunt, Courtney Snuggs. 
 

 
Monthly Finance Report: Giving in June was 16% higher than anticipated, while expenses were 
18% lower than anticipated, allowing us to make up our year-to-date deficit. As of the halfway 
point in 2025, we have a $14,544.53 surplus in our budget, and we are on track to meet 100% 
of our budget for the year.  
 
If you would like more information about church membership, contact one  
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on September 14th @ 9:45AM 
in the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday 
morning. 
 
ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids? 
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources 
in one place! Stay in the loop…SCAN NOW! 
 
 

 
 
 

“LOVE  BOLDLY ,  CAST ING THE  L IGHT  OF JESUS  INTO THE  WORLD”  
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R EV .  SHE I LA  BATES ,  SOUTHWEST  D IS TR ICT  SUPER INTENDENT  
B I SHOP  L .  JONATHAN  HOLSTON,  A LABAMA-WEST  F LOR IDA  CONFERENCE  

 
155  SOUTH  SECT ION  STREET  

FA IRHOPE ,  A L  36532  



FA IRHOPEUMC .ORG  
251-928-1148  




