TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 31ST, 2025 |[8:30AM& 11:00AM
%please stand as you are able

PRELUDE Prelude in E Flat, Op. 41, No. T ALEXANDRE GUILMANT

WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
CALL TO WORSHIP PSALM 146

Blessed are those whose help is in the God of Jacob,

Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them.

The Lord executes justice for the oppressed,

Gives food to the hungry and sets the prisoners free.

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those bowed down.
Come, let us worship the God who lifts the lowly and calls us to serve!

“ HYMN All Praise to Thee, For Thou, O King UMH 166
® APOSTLES” CREED UMH 881
% GLORIA PATRI

OFFERTORY Just As | Am BARTON

* DOXOLOGY

CHILDREN’S LESSON (11)

(11:00am) Children 5 years old through 6th (grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church.
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education

Building.
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.
HYMN Jesu, Jesu UMH 432

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Lord, open our hearts and minds to your Word today. Teach us to listen with humility,
receive your wisdom, and live in ways that reflect your love and generosity. Amen.

% SCRIPTURE Luke 14:1, 7-14
SERMON Just Do It



CONFESSION AND PARDON

Lord, we confess that too often we seek the places of honor for ourselves, valuing status
over service, recognition over love. We have overlooked the needs of the lowly and the
vulnerable. We have hesitated to welcome those who cannot repay us, and we have
measured our generosity by our own gain instead of your command to love. Forgive us,
Lord, and soften our hearts to follow the example of Christ, who came to serve and not to
be served.

Hear the good news: God lifts up the humble, fills the hungry, and blesses those who give
without expecting in return. In Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH 13
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

HYMN Go, Make of All Disciples UMH 571
¥ BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Fugato, Op. 55, No. 4 ALEXANDRE GUILMANT
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY
COMMUNION SERVERS: PREACHER: Music
8:30 Rev. Michael Precht Chancel Choir
Mary Finger, Director, Tom Hood
Phyllis & Craig Helms, LITURGIST: Accompanist,
Dana Whitfield Katie Turner John Richardson
11:00
Cheri & Jerry Forte, USHERS: MEDIA:
Tom Hood, Mark Woodrow Colin Richardson
Kimberly McKeough Hackett Robertson
Greeter:
STEPHEN MINISTERS: 8:30
8:30 Mary Finger
Kurt Simons
11:00
Kathy Ellis

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of my precious and sweet mama,
Wanda Winfree, in celebration of her birthday with love from Bobbi Jo Hobbs.



THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

Office Closed-Labor Day Holiday
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
9:30am Caregiver’s Support Group
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life
First Meeting

1:30pm Weekly Bible Study
5:00pm WNS Kick-Off Cook-Off
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift
Ministry

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:30am Stephen Ministry Breakfast
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
11:00am-1pm Community Café
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
8:00am-1:00pm LifeSouth Blood
Drive

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Wednesday Supper Cook-Off | September 3, 6PM

Join us this September as we gather once again for
Wednesday Suppers at FUMC! We’re kicking things off
with a Cook-Off on September 3rd to support the Coastal
Community College Student Supper Fund. Interested in
participating? Email missions@fairhopeumc.org

Handbell Choir Returns | September 2, 6PM

Handbell Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday evenings in
the sanctuary. Whether you’re a seasoned ringer or brand
new to bells, we welcome you to join us for music,
fellowship, and joyful worship. Come be part of this
special ministry as we prepare beautiful music to share in
upcoming services. No prior experience is necessary —just
a willing heart and a love for making a joyful noise!

LifeSouth Blood Drive | September 7, BAM-1PM
LifeSouth Blood Drive will be on campus Sunday,
September 7% in the back parking lot.

Sanctuary Clean Up | September 8, 9:30AM

Join the “Pew Crew” for a special morning of service, fellowship,
and care for our sacred space! This is a wonderful opportunity
not only to lend a helping hand but also to enjoy time with
others as we care for the church we love. All ages are welcome,
and no special skills are needed—just a willing spirit!

Walk § Talk with Jesus | September 8, 9:15AM

Walk and Talk with Jesus is a prayer time on on the CLC track
each Monday. We are focusing on praying for students, parents,
teachers and administrators. Other times for your praying each
day are between 8:00am and 5:00pm Monday-Friday.

Knit § Crochet | September 8, 10AM
This meaningful ministry will resume Monday, September 8 in
the church library.Email suzanchristensen@gmail.com



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MEDICAL PERSONNEL | FIRST RESPONDERS | MILITARY PERSONNEL

HOSPITALIZED:
Bill Varner

SYMPATHY:
Lynn and Trip Pittman in the loss of his mother, and Reynolds, Lee, and Virginia in the loss of
their grandmother, Rennie Pittman.

Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year.

[f you would like more information about church membership, contact one
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on September 14™" @ 9:45AM in
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.

ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids?
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources
in one place! Stay in the loop...SCAN NOW!

@FAIRHOPE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD”
REV. MICHAEL PRECHT, SENIOR PASTOR
DR. KRISTEN CURTIS WRIGHT, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

REV. SHEILA BATES, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
BISHOP L. JONATHAN HOLSTON, ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET
FAIRHOPE, AL 36532

FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG
251-928-1148



ITHE
GATHERING

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST*
AUGUST 31ST, 2025 11:00AM AT FAIRHOPE UMC

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Preaching: Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright

Communion Servers: Logan, Sims, Tracy, & Silas Peters
Music: Shea White and Praise Band

Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie Waldhour
Stephen Minister: Kim Gibson

Greeters: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb,

"Our worship seasons allow us to re-experience the full life and ministry of Jesus every year. The
season after Pentecost is the longest season of the Christian year, lasting until All Saints’ Day on
November 1. It is known as “ordinary” time, not because it is dull or plain, but because this is the
season for remembering how the resurrection and reign of Jesus bring a new “order” to our lives
and the world.



OPENING SONG We Praise You
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PsaLM 113

SINGING OUR PRAISE
Give Me Your Eyes

Hosanna

Goodness of God

Children who are 5 years old through 6" grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building.
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.

SCRIPTURE Luke 14:1, 7-14
SERMON Turning the Tables
CONFESSION AND PARDON

Lord, we confess that too often we seek the places of honor for ourselves, valuing status over
service, recognition over love. We have overlooked the needs of the lowly and the vulnerable.
We have hesitated to welcome those who cannot repay us, and we have measured our
generosity by our own gain instead of your command to love. Forgive us, Lord, and soften our
hearts to follow the example of Christ, who came to serve and not to be served.

Hear the good news: God lifts up the humble, fills the hungry, and blesses those who give
without expecting in return. In Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

BENEDICTION



THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

Office Closed-Labor Day Holiday
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
9:30am Caregiver’s Support Group
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life
First Meeting

1:30pm Weekly Bible Study
5:00pm WNS Kick-Off Cook-Off
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift
Ministry

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
8:30am Stephen Ministry Breakfast
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
11:00am-1pm Community Café
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
8:00am-1:00pm LifeSouth Blood
Drive

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Wednesday Supper Cook-Off | September 3, 6PM

Join us this September as we gather once again for
Wednesday Suppers at FUMC! We’re kicking things off
with a Cook-Off on September 3rd to support the Coastal
Community College Student Supper Fund. Interested in
participating? Email missions@fairhopeumc.org

Handbell Choir Returns | September 2, 6PM

Handbell Choir rehearsals resume on Tuesday evenings in
the sanctuary. Whether you’re a seasoned ringer or brand
new to bells, we welcome you to join us for music,
fellowship, and joyful worship. Come be part of this
special ministry as we prepare beautiful music to share in
upcoming services. No prior experience is necessary —just
awilling heart and a love for making a joyful noise!

LifeSouth Blood Drive | September 7, BAM-1PM
LifeSouth Blood Drive will be on campus Sunday,
September 7™ in the back parking lot.

Sanctuary Clean Up | September 8, 9:30AM

Join the “Pew Crew” for a special morning of service,
fellowship, and care for our sacred space! This is a
wonderful opportunity not only to lend a helping hand but
also to enjoy time with others as we care for the church we
love. All ages are welcome, and no special skills are
needed—just a willing spirit!

Walk & Talk with Jesus | September 8, 9:15AM

Walk and Talk with Jesus is a prayer time on on the CLC
track each Monday. We are focusing on praying for
students, parents, teachers and administrators. Other
times for your praying each day are between 8:00am and
5:00pm Monday-Friday.

Knit § Crochet | September 8, 10AM

This meaningful ministry will resume Monday, September
8™ in the church library.

Email suzanchristensen@gmail.com



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MEDICAL PERSONNEL | FIRST RESPONDERS | MILITARY PERSONNEL

HOSPITALIZED:
Bill Varner

SYMPATHY:
Lynn and Trip Pittman in the loss of his mother, and Reynolds, Lee, and Virginia in the loss of
their grandmother, Rennie Pittman.

Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year.

[f you would like more information about church membership, contact one

of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on September 14th @ 9:45AM
in the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday
morning.

ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids?
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources
in one place! Stay in the loop...SCAN NOW!

@FAIRHOPE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD"”

REV. MICHAEL PRECHT, SENIOR PASTOR
DR. KRISTEN CURTIS WRIGHT, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

REV. SHEILA BATES, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
BISHOP L. JONATHAN HOLSTON, ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET
FAIRHOPE, AL 36532
FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG

251-928-1148



