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The Brookland Baptist Church is located at 1066 Sunset Boulevard, West Columbia, SC 

29169 and 1203 Summit Parkway, Columbia, SC 29229.  

 

The mission of the Brookland Baptist Church is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 

through Evangelism, Education and Economic Empowerment.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY PASTOR CHARLES B. JACKSON, SR.! 
 
 

 
Dear Pastor Jackson, 
 
On behalf of the entire staff and congregation at the Brookland Baptist Church, we want 
to wish you a very happy 72nd birthday!  It is a blessing to celebrate this special day 
with you and to honor all that you have done for our church and community. 
 
Your leadership, wisdom and dedication have been a guiding light for all of us at  
Brookland Baptist church.  Your passion for spreading the word of God and serving   
others is truly inspiring, and we are grateful for the impact you have made on the 
Church Family. 
 
We want to take this opportunity to recognize and celebrate your tireless efforts in the 
community.  Your commitment to justice, outreach programs and community initiatives 
has touched the lives of so many individuals in need.  Through your leadership,    
Brookland Baptist Church has been able to provide food, shelter and support to those 
facing adversity, embodying the values of compassion and service that are at the core 
of our faith. 
 
Your dedication to empowering and uplifting the community has not gone unnoticed, 
and we are proud to stand alongside you in your mission to make the world a better 
place.  Your work in the community is a testament to your unwavering commitment to 
serving others and living out the teachings of Christ. 
 
As you celebrate another year of life, we pray that God continues to bless you with 
good health, happiness and many more years of service to our church and community.  
May your birthday be filled with love, joy and the warmth of the Lord’s presence. 
 
We are reminded of the words from Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV): “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, 
and He will make your paths straight.”  Your faith and trust in God have been a source 
of strength and inspiration to us all. 
 
Thank you for being a beacon of hope and inspiration for all of us.  
 

                   Happy Birthday, Pastor Jackson, Sr.!  
 
May this year be filled with abundant blessings and continued success in all your       
endeavors. 
 
With warmest regards, 
 
 
The Brookland Family 















Gardenia Coleman 











 

If you need immediate help, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline. You can also chat at 988lifeline.orgExternal Link Disclaimer to speak 

https://988lifeline.org/chat
http://www.fda.gov/about-fda/website-policies/website-disclaimer




         THE BROOKLAND BROTHERHOOD MINISTRY 

  

 

The 12th Annual Brookland Brotherhood Ministry Male Oratorical Contest co-sponsored by the Brookland 
Brotherhood Ministry and the Youth and Teens Department was held May 10, 2024. 

The theme for this year’s contest was “America 20Forward for Young African American Males.”  

A total of sixteen young men delivered amazing speeches (3-5 minutes in length) that they prepared.   

The young men competed in two categories to include Elementary & Middle School and High School. 

 

The top three winners in the Elementary & Middle School Category: 

     Third Place:  Tyler Wisdom 

     Second Place: Grayson Romey 

     First Place:  Christian Cohen 

 

The top three winners in the High School Category: 

     Third Place: Divine Tailey 

     Second Place: Elijah Emetu 

     First Place:  Maurice Hines  

 

We are pleased to present the 2024  Brookland Baptist Brotherhood Male  

Oratorical Contestants.  

                 

 

 

 

 

   Campbell Brown, 15, is in the tenth grade. He is home schooled. 

 

  He plays piano and runs track, where he holds a record for the Pac Panthers 200                
meter and 400 meter dash. 

 

He is a former library volunteer.  

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys to Men  Mentoring Program 
and has participated in several community service projects.  

He is a member of the 2024 Youth & Teen Committee. 

 

His parents are Connie Benson and  Kevin Benson. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “A man who stands for nothing will fall for anything.” 

 --Malcolm X 

     



 

 
Wesley Childress, 14, completed the ninth grade at Hammond School and will 
be attending the S. C. Governor’s School for Math and Science in Hartsville in 
the fall. 

 

Wesley’s school activities include the Varsity Hammond Swim Team as well as 
Go Green Club, Book Club, Mock Trial, Design Club, Quiz Bowl and Chess Club. He earned the 
Eighth Grade Economics Award and Gold on the National Spanish Exam. He is an Honor Roll 
student and a member of the National Junior Honor Society. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Boy Scout Troop 74, Jericho Road Boys to Men 
Mentoring Program, the 2024 Youth & Teens Committee, and Junior Ushers, and has           
participated in several community service activities including a food drive and the Super Bowl  
of Caring. 

His parents are Suzette Childress and Torlando Childress. 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Help others who are less fortunate than yourself.” 

 

 

Christian Cohen, 12, is in the seventh grade at Lakeside Middle School in 
Lexington.  

 

At school, he is a Football Manager Volunteer and a member of the Lakeside 
Beta Club and the band where he plays saxophone. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he was second place winner in the 2023 Male Oratorical Contest 
in the 11-to-13 year-old age group.  

 

He is also a member of the Youth Choir, Junior Ushers, Jericho Road Boys to Men Mentoring 
Program, and Boy Scout Troop 74. He has volunteered in a number of community service   
activities including Scouting for Food, Brookland Soup Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast 
Community Gardens, and Souper Bowl of Caring. 

 

His parents are Christopher Cohen and Alicia Cohen. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Sometimes you have to lose to win.” 



 

          

Caleb Davis, 15, is in the eleventh grade at Chapin High School. 

He is a member of the varsity football and track and field teams as well as the  

Chapin Athletic Leadership Institute (CALI). He is a recipient of the Football Attitude 
and Effort Award. He also received an invitation to Carolina Coaches Combine. 

 

He has volunteered in several community service activities including the Ronald McDonald 
House, Post-Storm Community Yard Clean Up with the Chapin Football team, the Youth & 
Teens Blood Drive and the CALI Community Food Drive. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of the Junior Ushers and the 2024 Youth & 
Teens Committee.  

His parents are Danielle Davis and Edward Davis 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Be consistent in all you do.” Edward Davis 

Tony Drummond, 15, is an eleventh grade student at Columbia High School. 

 

At school, he is a member of the football, track, and wrestling teams. He is    
Region Champion in Wrestling and has qualified for the Upper State Regional in 
4 X 800 Relay in track. 

 

His community service volunteer activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank, 
Brookland Soup Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast Community Service Gardens, and the 
500 Club food distribution. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program, 
Junior Ushers and the 2024 Brookland Baptist Youth & Teens Committee. 

 

His grandmother is Goldie Wallace. 

 
His motto or favorite quotation is: “Nothing worth having comes easy.” 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elijah Emetu, 16, is a twelfth grade student at Blythewood High School. 

At school, he is an A/B Honor Roll student and a member of the National     

Society of High School Scholars. He is also a member of the Orchestra and the 
Robotics Team. 

 

His community service activities include volunteering at Ben Lippen Elementary Summer      
Program and the VA Health Care Summer Student Program. 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program, 
Youth & Teens Ushers, and the VIBE Teen committee. 

His parents are Kingsley and Lillian Emetu. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in 
rising every time we fall. —Nelson Mandela 

Isaiah Grant, 18, is a graduate of Spring Valley High School. In the fall, he will 
attend Francis Marion University. 

 

At Spring Valley, he was a member of the Varsity Swim Team (2018-2023),    
Discovery Magnet Program, Carer and Technology Education (CATE), Midlands 
Technical College Dual Enrollment Program, and South Carolina State University 
Dual Enrollment Pilot Program (Fall 2022). He was on the A-B Honor Roll and 

won numerous championship awards in swimming including Senior Group Long Course            
Championship 100-Meter Breast (2023), Palmetto State Championship and AAU Junior      
Olympics. He was also awarded Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do, and  Lifeguard CPR Certification. 

 

His volunteer community service activities include: Boy Scouts of America Eagle Scout        
Community Service Project, Scouting for Food, Brookland Food Bank and Pantry, Williams  
Community Care Center, Assistant Swim Coach for Greenview Swim Team 2023, and Harvest 
Hope Food Bank. 

 

His Brookland Baptist Church, his activities include Youth & Teens Ministry, Boy Scouts Troop 
74, Brookland Northeast Community Garden, Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program, 
Junior Usher, Oratorical Contest Participant in 2019, and Youth Liturgical Dance Ministry. 

 

Isaiah is Brookland Boy Scout Troop 74’s newest Eagle Scout, the highest scouting award. 

 

His mother is Shirley Grant. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Be Prepared” and “Anything Worth Doing is Worth Doing 
Right.” 



 

   

 

    Brandon Henderson, 13, is an eighth grade student at American                        
  Leadership Academy.  

 

At school, he attends Honors classes and is a member of the football team. 

His community service activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank and Brookland Soup Kitchen.  

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is  member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program 

 

His parents are Brandy Henderson Padgett and Cornell Padgett. 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Success is not given, it’s taken.  You have to be aggressive 
and go after what you want in life.” Andrew Tate 

Maurice B. Hines, Jr., 15, is a tenth grade student at   

At school, he is an an A/B Honor Roll student, and is OSHA 10 Careersafe 
Certified. He is also a part of AVID, JAVA and CAT.  

 

His volunteer community service activities includes MIRI, gardening at 
Brookland Northeast,cleaning at Brookland West, the Soup Kitchen, Harvest 
Hope Food Bank, and Senior Care Center.

,  Road   
 

 

His grandparents are     

His motto or favorite quotation is: “        

Justin Johnson, 11, is a sixth grade student at Muller Road Middle School. 

At school, he is an A/B Honor Roll student.  

His volunteer community service activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank, 
Scouting for Food, Brookland Soup Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast 
Community Gardens, and Souper Bowl of Caring. 

 

At church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program and Boy Scout 
Troop 74. 

 

His parents are Wendell Johnson and Yolonda Johnson. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “I have what it takes.” 



 

 

 

   Mahki Johnson, 13, is an eighth grade student at Muller Road Middle 
School. 

                      At school, he is an A/B Honor Roll Student. He also plays Club Football. 

 

His volunteer community service activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank, Scouting for Food, 
Brookland Soup Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast Community Gardens, and Souper Bowl 
of Caring. 

 

At church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program and Boy Scout 
Troop 74. 

 

His parents are Wendell Johnson and Yolonda Johnson. 

               Zywan Kirk, 14, is a ninth grade student at Dreher High School. 

 

 At school he is an A-Honor Roll Student, and participates in Football, and    
Track. He was voted “Most Joyful” at Hand Middle School. 

His community service activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank, Brookland 
Soup  Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast Community Service Gardens, 
Souper Bowl of Caring volunteer, and 500 Club food distribution. 

 

He is a member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program and the 2024 Brookland Youth 
& Teens Committee. 

 

His mother is Niketia Weeks. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Live without pretending, love without defending, listen  
without depending, speak without offending.” - Drake 



 

 

                            Grayson Romey, 11, is a sixth grade student at Muller Road Middle School. 

 

At school, he is an A-Honor Roll student and has been named Aviator of the Month. He is a 
member of the Christian Club, and Boys and Girls Club.  

 

His other activities include flag football, track, and basketball. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys II  Men Mentoring Program 
and Junior Ushers. 

 

His parents are Paul Romey and Lisa Romey. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “God Has All Power” 

 

     Divine Tailey, 15, is an eleventh grade student at White Knoll High.  

 

       He was the ninth and tenth grade class president. He is an Honor Roll   

  student and an AP Scholar, and is a member of DECA, HOSA, and the       
 Debate Team. 

   

 His community service activities include volunteering at Oakleaf Village, CM Tucker, and 
 Red Bank Elementary School. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, his activities include Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program. 

  

His parents are Leroy Duncan and Zonpudeh Tailey 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Plan A is the only plan I need.” 



    

 

 

 Jeremiah Torres, 14, is an eighth grade student at Muller Road Middle 
School. 

 

His volunteer community service activities include Harvest Hope Food Bank, 
Scouting for Food, Brookland Soup Kitchen, Brookland West and Northeast Community      
Gardens, and Souper Bowl of Caring. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Jericho Road Boys II Men Mentoring Program 
and Brookland Boys Scout Troop 74. 

 

His parents are Wendell Johnson and Yolonda Johnson. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: “Enjoy every moment you live.” 

Tyler Elijah Wisdom, 12, is a seventh grade student at Irmo Middle 
School.  

 

At school, he is on the A/B Honor Roll. He is also a member of The National 
Beta Club, and The School Time Bible Club. He has also received the       
Integrity Award.  

  

His community service activities include assisting with food preparation to feed the homeless 
and less fortunate. He has also aided in cleaning  downtown businesses. 

 

At Brookland Baptist Church, he is a member of Boy Scout Troop 74. 

 

His parents are Enoch Wisdom and Leslie Tyler. 

 

His motto or favorite quotation is: "Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss 
of enthusiasm." - Winston Churchill 








