
James is not changing subjects in verses 9–11. He continues his discussion about trials by giving two 
real-life examples of how God’s people are tested. In verses 2–8, James teaches believers how to 
respond to trials with wisdom and faith. In verses 9–11, he shows that trials come in different forms. 
Some believers are tested by poverty, while others are tested by prosperity. Both circumstances 
reveal whether our confidence is in God or in temporary earthly conditions.

Trials are not limited to suffering, persecution, illness, or loss. A trial is any circumstance that challenges 
our trust in God. Sometimes the trial is having too little. Sometimes it is having much. God uses every 
circumstance to expose the true condition of our hearts and to mature our faith.
 
Key thought: Trials are unavoidable for every believer, and God uses them to reveal where our 
confidence rests while producing steadfast faith that looks beyond present circumstances to eternal 
realities.

  
1.  Trials test believers living in very different circumstances. (1:9-11)

James 1:9–11 presents two contrasting social and economic tests of faith: poverty (the lowly or humble 
brother) and wealth (the rich person). These verses describe how distinct situations test a believer’s 
spiritual perspective and reveal whether our confidence rests in God or in earthly circumstances.
 
“There is nothing particularly spiritual about being poor, and there is nothing particularly sinful about being 
rich. Temptations exist at both extremes.” John Philips            
 
 
The Test of Want (Verse 9)
 

•  The description: 

  Humble circumstances 

  Low social standing

  Material need
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•  The challenge: 

  Discouragement

  Envy

  Bitterness

  Feeling worthless

  Feeling abandoned by God

The Test of Plenty (Verses 10–11)

 
•  The description: 

  Material wealth/worldly abundance

  Social influence

  Earthly success

 
•  The challenge: 

  Temptation toward arrogance 

  Self-sufficiency

  Placing false security and identity in temporary things

  Superiority/pride

  Trusting possessions instead of God
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2.  Trials reveal whether your confidence rests in God or earthly circumstances. (1:9-11)

James is not primarily talking about economics, he’s talking about faith. 

The Test of Want (Verse 9)
 

•  The response: 

 

To “boast in his exaltation”—meaning the poor believer should find joy in their high spiritual position 
and true riches as a child of God. 

  My value comes from Christ.

  My inheritance is eternal.

  My hope is not determined by my bank account.

 

The Test of Plenty (Verses 10–11)
 

• The response: 

 

To “boast in his humiliation”—meaning the rich believer must realize how fragile and fleeting human 
wealth is, fading away like a wild-flower under the scorching sun. 

  My wealth is temporary.

  My security is not in possessions.

  My identity is found in Christ alone.

 



James 1:12 (NASB95)  “Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.” 

“James closes his section on testing times with a personal beatitude for the believer who faces life’s tests. 
Whether the man was rich or poor, he was blessed if he faced the trial with steadfast endurance and 
triumphant fortitude. The word “blessed” suggested someone who shared in the life of God. Such a person 
enjoyed a divine sufficiency in life, regardless of circumstances. When such a person has stood the test, 
he will receive the victor’s wreath. James employed a term that was used for those who had qualified for 
athletic games. For the Christian, that wreath will be eternal life. Beyond the cross of trial is the crown of 
life.” Joel Gregory

 

 

Application

Ask yourself:

•  Are my circumstances weakening my trust in God or strengthening it?

•  If everything changed tomorrow, would my joy remain because Christ remains?

•  Am I trusting God’s promises more than my present circumstances?

•  Am I finding my identity in Christ or in what I possess?

Response

•  Trust God’s wisdom when life is difficult.

•  Humble yourself when life is prosperous.

•  Find your identity in Christ rather than your circumstances.

•  Persevere with confidence, knowing God is using every trial for His glory and your spiritual maturity.
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