
Last week, Tyler Holland preached a powerful message from James 2:1–9 entitled “Partiality, the 
Royal Law, and Love That Looks Like Jesus!” His main thought was simple but challenging: To be 
effective disciples, we must reject the sin of partiality and love others the way Jesus loves them.

James addresses something we often struggle to take seriously—the tendency to minimize certain 
sins because they seem less significant than others. Partiality may not appear as serious as other sins, 
but James reminds us that every sin is an offense against a holy and righteous God. While sins may 
differ in their earthly consequences and impact, none can be dismissed as insignificant before God.

We live in a culture that constantly encourages us to compare ourselves with others. We look at our 
own lives and say, “I may not be perfect, but at least I’m not as bad as that person.” We measure 
ourselves against those around us and convince ourselves that our good outweighs our failures. We 
can easily begin to believe that obedience in ninety-nine areas somehow makes up for deliberate 
disobedience in the one area we would rather ignore.

James destroys that way of thinking. In James 2, we are confronted with the holiness of God and the 
seriousness of sin. God’s law is not something we can divide into categories and obey selectively. 
We cannot excuse partiality simply because we consider ourselves faithful in other areas. The law 
reflects the character of God, and our response to it should reveal a heart that desires to honor Him 
in every area of life.

Yet, he does not leave us in despair or hopeless. The believer in Christ does not live governed by 
external pressure from rules and regulations. The Christian is governed by an inner compulsion of 
love. Love for Christ and love for others. 

He points us toward a beautiful, life-altering truth: where human righteousness falls short, God’s 
radical mercy triumphs!
 
Key thought: 
The Christian is governed by the inner compulsion of love; love for Christ and love for others.
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The Law of Liberty!
JAMES 2:10-13
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1.  Know The Facts (verses 10-11)

•	 Unity of the law

•	 Impartiality of the law

•.	 Impossibility of keeping the law

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 (NASB95)

2.  We Need Grace! (verse 12)

“Grace has set you free from one law, but obligated you to another, the law of liberty.”

•  True freedom is found in obedience motivated by love.

•  Our speech and actions must align with our future judgment.

3.  We Must Show Mercy (verse 13)

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” Matthew 5:7 (NASB95)


