AN ORDER OF CELEBRATION FOR THE GATHERED COMMUNITY
\Xoodridge United Methodist Church
Sunday, February 2nd, 2025 4th Sunday after Epiphany

Music to Prepare Our Hearts

Lighting of the Altar Candles Jiwon

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship
Richard Rice: Let us gather to listen deeply.
Many Voices: Word of God, speak.
Richard Rice: Let us gather with childlike faith.
Many Voices: Ageless wisdom, reveal.
Richard Rice: Word of God, speak.
Many Voices: Your servants are listening.

*Opening Hymn “My Life Is in You, Lord” TFWS #2032

*The Apostle’s Creed UMH #881
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Opening Prayer
Richard Rice: God of love and life, speak to our hearts this day. Speak words of wisdom
and faith. Open our hearts and minds to perceive your message of love, even when it's
hard to hear. Strengthen our faith to answer your call, even when we don't feel
confident or capable. Be our wisdom, our strength, and our love, that we may bring your
wisdom, strength, and love to the world.
All: Amen.

Blessing Our Children Karen Smith

Offering Ourselves
Blessing our Gifts with Music
*Doxology
*QOffering Prayer
All: Compassionate God, who sees beyond our boundaries and loves without limit,
we bring these offerings with grateful hearts. Use them to proclaim your good
news, heal the broken, and extend your love to all, especially those we struggle



to accept. Transform our gifts into a beacon of hope and inclusion that reflects
the boundless love of Christ in every corner of our community. In his holy name,
we pray. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Old Testament Lesson Psalm 71:1-6 (NRSVue)
New Testament Lesson 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a (NRSVue)
Gospel Lesson Luke 4:24-30 (NRSVue)

Richard Rice: The Word of God for the People of God.
Many Voices: Thanks be to God.

Responsive Song “The Gift of Love” UMH #408
Proclaiming “Love Never Ends” Pastor Dave
Joys and Concerns

Prayers for the People

Holy Communion
Invitation
Pastor Dave: All who love Christ and seek peace with one another, all who know the power
of Christ’s forgiving love, come to this sacrifice of thanksgiving, this meal at Christ’s own
table. Come as you are. Come to be changed. Come, offering peace to one another, and
your gifts to God. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Confession & Pardon
Many Voices: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved
our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

[Silent Prayer]

Pastor Dave: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners: that proves
God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ; you are forgiven!

Many Voices: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Glory to God. Amen.

*Passing the Peace

The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor Dave: The Lord be with you.
Many Voices: And also with you.
Pastor Dave: Lift up your hearts.
Many Voices: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor Dave: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Many Voices: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor Dave: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, the Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. Before you had formed the earth,
from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God. You created light out of darkness and



brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through your prophets.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Many Voices: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor Dave: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have
revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. In his baptism and in table fellowship he took
his place with sinners. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save your
people.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and
the Spirit.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke
the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for
you." Do this in remembrance of me.

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for
you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Many Voices: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor Dave: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
juice. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the
world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and for ever.

Many Voices: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread
Sharing the Bread and Cup

*Closing Hymn “Here I Am, Lord” UMH #593

*Dismissal with Blessing



Going Forth to the World



