AN ORDER OF CELEBRATION FOR THE GATHERED COMMUNITY
\Xoodridge United Methodist Church
Sunday, November 3rd, 2024 All Saints Day

Prelude

Lighting of the Altar Candles Jiwon

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship

Jane: In the beginning, God called the world into being, saying,

Many Voices: “Let there be light!”

Jane: In the fullness of time, Jesus came from God to us, saying,

Many Voices: "I am the Light of the world.”

Jane: In our everyday life, we see the work of the saints,

Many Voices: The ones in whom God’s light shines.

Jane: So let us give thanks for the saints this day,

Many Voices: And let us worship God.

Jane: We gather this morning to remember our call:

Many Voices: To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.

Jane: We bring with us the events of the week in the world and in our lives,

Many Voices: Trying to know how to be just and loving and humble in the midst
of it all.

Jane: We gather here, and see those who are doing justice, who are kind beyond measure,
who set the example for humility.

Many Voices: With gratitude for living saints, with thankfulness for the purpose of
faith, let us worship God.

*Opening Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” UMH #213

Opening Prayer
Jane: Eternal God, hope of all who trust in you, in Christ you weep with those who mourn
even as you cry out in triumph over the grave. Unbind us from sin, release us from
captivity, and with Lazarus, raise us from death to life, so that we may join that great
crowd of saints who forever sing praise to your holy nhame; through Christ, the
resurrection and the life.
All: Amen!

The Apostle’s Creed UMH #881
All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Blessing Our Children Karen Smith

Offering Ourselves

Blessing our Gifts with Music

*Doxology

*QOffering Prayer

All: Compassionate God, who weeps with us and offers us eternal hope, we

present our gifts with grateful hearts. Just as you called Lazarus from the tomb,
call us to new life and purpose through our giving. Use these offerings to build
your kingdom and bring comfort to the grieving and light to those in darkness.
May our contributions reflect your love and grace, transforming our community
into a place of hope and renewal. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.

Scripture Readings
Old Testament Lesson 1 Corinthians 4:1-5 (CEB)
Gospel Lesson John 11:32-44 (CEB)

Jane: The Word of God for the People of God.
Many Voices: Thanks be to God.

Litany of Remembrance
Jane: Living God, who sits on the throne and delivers us into eternal life, we give you
thanks for the saints of every time, tribe, and tongue who now rest in the shelter of your
embrace. We set aside this moment to remember those saints who are dear and precious
to us who have died and entered into glory during the last twelve months.

Jane: We bless you for the life and love of these dear saints, Genevieve, Marion, and
Carole. We rejoice for them that they have entered into the fullness of life in your
presence.

Jane: We also remember those saints who we hold in our hearts, who have not been with
us for some time, yet whose life and witness continue to form and shape us as your
disciples.

Jane: On this All Saints Sunday, we also remember that we too are living saints, members
of the family of God with all the saints of the past, the present, and the future. And so,
we remember:

Many Voices: We are God's children. What we shall be has not yet been revealed;
but we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as he is. So today and every day, may we put on Christ and live as saints
who tend the poor, comfort the mourners, learn from the meek, affirm those
who seek righteousness, offer mercy alongside the merciful, and work for
peace with the peacemakers until Christ comes in final victory and we feast as
the family of God at his heavenly banquet. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Responsive Song “In the Garden” UMH #314
Proclaiming “Stewardship Sermon 2 - Faithfulness” Pastor Dave

Joys and Concerns
Text Pastor Dave (224.600.0446) with your prayer requests or give him a note before worship service.



Prayers of the People

Holy Communion
Invitation
Pastor Dave: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of
their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

Confession & Pardon
Many Voices: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved
our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Pastor Dave: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners: that proves
God'’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ; you are forgiven!

Many Voices: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

All: Glory to God. Amen.

*Passing the Peace

The Great Thanksgiving
Pastor Dave: The Lord be with you.
Many Voices: And also with you.
Pastor Dave: Lift up your hearts.
Many Voices: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor Dave: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Many Voices: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor Dave: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, the Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, God of Abraham and Sarah, God of
Moses and Joshua, God of Ruth and David, God of Mary and Joseph, God of our mothers
and our fathers, God of our children to all generations.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

Many Voices: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor Dave: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery
to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples,
and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me."



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in
praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Many Voices: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pastor Dave: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

Renew our communion with all your saints, especially those whom we name before you,
Genevieve, Marion, and Carole, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, strengthen us to run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to
Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the
world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty God, now and for ever.

Many Voices: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Breaking the Bread

Sharing the Bread and Cup

*Closing Hymn “Marching to Zion” (verses 1 & 3) UMH #733

Benediction
Postlude



