
Worship

2 4 2 N D  S E S S I O N  O F  T H E  B A L T I M O R E - W A S H I N G T O N  C O N F E R E N C E 
M A Y  2 7 - 2 9 ,  2 0 2 6



W E L C O M E

About the Art
Rooted in Christ: Love Boldly comes to life through roots and rising growth, 

symbolizing God’s enduring love as our foundation. Figures on the vertical banners 
embody bold, outward love shared with the world. Together, the artwork reflects 

connection and renewal. Discover more about the artist and inspiration on page 38.
A r t  c re a t e d  b y  w o rs h i p  t e a m  m e m b e r,  M u r ra y  A rc h i b a l d ,  P e n i n s u l a - D e l a w a re  C o n fe re n c e

“Rooted in Christ: Love Boldly” is a flexible five-week worship series designed 
for use after Annual Conference, inviting congregations across the Baltimore-
Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area to explore what it means to 
love boldly. Each week centers on a baptismal vow, calling us to repentance, 
resisting injustice, living in accountable community, nurturing belonging, 
and embodying Christ’s love in the world. This resource provides ready-to-
use tools including scripture, prayers, music suggestions, and graphics to 
simplify planning and unite churches in a shared worship experience.  
Visit pdcbwc.org/love-boldly-worship-series to learn more.

SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING & ORDINATION

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRIES

ROOTED IN CHRIST THROUGH CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Grounded in our Baptismal Vows

This five-week worship series allows congregations to explore our charge 
to “love boldly” through the lens of our baptismal vows.

The series is intended for use at any point after the 2026 annual conferences in the 
Peninsula Delaware / Baltimore Washington Episcopal Area. Because of the number of church 
traditions for the Sundays in late May and early June, there is flexibility for start dates. It is 
the design team’s hope that this simplifies summer worship planning for the local church 
while uniting our episcopal area around a theme and common experience of worship.

Each week of the series includes:
Scripture, brief commentary, hymn and music recommendations, call to 
worship, opening prayer, prayer of confession, and benediction.
Overarching resources will include graphics for slides and a remembrance of baptism.

A Worship Series

http://pdcbwc.org/love-boldly-worship-series
http://pdcbwc.org/love-boldly-worship-series
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INCLUS IVE
LANGUAGE
The United Methodist  Church aff i rms the 
importance of  the use of  “diverse b ib l ical  images 
and t i t les for  God,  including mascul ine/feminine 
metaphors;  use language for  humans that  ref lects 
both male and female;  use metaphors of  color, 
darkness,  abi l i ty,  and age in  posit ive ways.”  
(Resolut ion 5301 .  B ib l ical  Language) 

Using inclusive language in  our  Annual  Conference 
Worship l i turgy embodies th is  commitment 
from our  Book of  Resolut ions by putt ing our 
love into act ion as we celebrate the d iversity 
of  God’s  Church across our  episcopal  area.
By acknowledging the d iversity  of  God’s  chi ldren 
whi le  using expansive language for  God,  we 
f ind ways to  help a l l  people  feel  seen and 
known by the beloved community  of  God. 

I f  you would l ike resources on ways of  worshiping 
God that  lean into more inclusiv i ty  of  our  s ib l ings 
in  Chr ist  and neighbors in  our  communit ies, 
p lease v is i t :  bwcumc.org/events/annual-
conference- inclusive- language-statement
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https://www.bwcumc.org/events/annual-conference-inclusive-language-statement/
https://www.bwcumc.org/events/annual-conference-inclusive-language-statement/
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GATHERING PRAISE AND PRAYER 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATION	 Rev. Will Green 
	 Silver Spring United Methodist Church

 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN	 “How Firm A Foundation” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

*CALL TO WORSHIP1	 Paris Moore, Jr.  
Eastern United Methodist Church

O N E  V O I C E :  	 G o d ,  y o u r  p e o p l e  c r y  o u t . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  c o m e  t o  l o v e  G o d  w i t h  a l l  o u r  h e a r t s

	 G o d ,  y o u r  p e o p l e  c r y  o u t .

	 W e  c o m e  t o  l o v e  G o d  w i t h  a l l  o u r  s o u l s .

	 G o d ,  y o u r  p e o p l e  c r y  o u t .

	 W e  c o m e  t o  l o v e  G o d  w i t h  a l l  o u r  m i g h t .

	 G o d ,  y o u r  p e o p l e  c r y  o u t .

	 W e  c o m e  t o  l o v e  o u r  n e i g h b o r s  a s  o u r s e l v e s . 
W e  c o m e  t o  l o v e  b o l d l y.

HYMN	 “Worthy Of It All”
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
1  A d a p t e d  b y  R e v.  Ka t e  M a c ke re t h  F u l t o n  f ro m  “ C a l l i n g  To g e t h e r ” ,  

i n  L i t u r g i e s  Fr o m  B e l o w :  P r a y i n g  w i t h  P e o p l e  a t  t h e  E n d s  o f  t h e  Wo r l d ,  p .  3 4

OPEN ING
WORSHIP
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PRAYER OF CENTERING2 	 Yvonne Caughman 
Chair, Baltimore-Washington Conference 

Commission on Disability Concerns

H o l y  a n d  L i v i n g  G o d , 
R o o t  o f  o u r  s t re n g t h , 
S o u rc e  o f  o u r  c o u ra g e 

Yo u  h a v e  m a d e  ro a d s  t h ro u g h  b a r re n  l a n d s  
t o  l e a d  u s  h e re 
a n d  d ra w n  r i v e rs  o f  l i v i n g  w a t e r  i n  t h e  
d e s e r t  p l a c e s  t o  n u r t u re  u s . 
B e c a u s e  y o u r  l o ve  i s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  a n d  u n w a ve r i n g ,  
We  a re  ro o t e d  a n d  s e c u re . 
W h e n  w e  a re  b e t w e e n  t r i a l  a n d  t r i b u l a t i o n ,  
y o u  a s s u re  u s  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  o u r  u n d o i n g .  
N o  o n e  c a n  t a ke  u s  f ro m  y o u r  l o v i n g  h a n d .

A s  y o u  h a ve  g a t h e re d  u s  i n  g e n e ra t i o n s  p a s t , 
l e a d  a n d  g u i d e  u s  n o w  a n d  i n  t h e  d a y s  t o  c o m e 
a s  w e  s e e k  y o u r  w i s d o m  a n d  y o u r  v i s i o n  fo r  y o u r  p e o p l e . 
P l a n t  i n  u s  a  re n e w e d  a n d  h o l y  b o l d n e s s 
t o  l o v e  a s  C h r i s t  l o ve d , 
t o  m a ke  p e a c e  a n d  s e r ve  j u s t i c e 
w i t h  h u m i l i t y  a n d  g ra c e .  
Yo u  a re  o u r  G o d  y e s t e rd a y,  t o d a y  a n d  fo re ve r.  
A n d  s o  t h e  p e o p l e  p ro c l a i m  t o g e t h e r :

P E O P L E :  T h a n ks  b e  t o  G o d .  A m e n . 

2R e v.  M i c h a e l  C a r r i n g t o n  &  R e v.  Ka t e  M a c ke re t h  F u l t o n ,  a d a p t e d  i n  p a r t  f ro m  D e l a n a  Ta y l o r  
i n  Wo r s h i p  Eve r y  T i m e  o r  P l a c e :  T h e  C o m p a c t  B o o k  o f  M e t h o d i s t  L i t u r g i e s ,  P r a y e r s ,  a n d  O t h e r  A c ts  o f  B l e s s i n g ,  p .  3 8
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HEBREW BIBLE READING – ISAIAH 43:1-2, 14-19 (NRSVUE)
Rev. Dr. Steven Sunghwan Cho 

 	 Wards Chapel United Methodist Church

SUNG RESPONSE	 “We’ve Come This Far By Faith” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team 

We ’ v e  c o m e  t h i s  fa r  b y  fa i t h ,  l e a n i n g  o n  t h e  Lo rd . 
Tr u s t i n g  i n  G o d ’s  H o l y  Wo rd ,  G o d ’s  n e ve r  fa i l e d  u s  y e t . 
O ,  c a n ’ t  t u r n  a ro u n d .  We ’ ve  c o m e  t h i s  fa r  b y  fa i t h . 

NEW TESTAMENT READING – EPHESIANS 3:16-19 (NRSVUE) 	           Mrs. Rita Green 
	 Fairhaven United Methodist Church

I  p ra y  t h a t ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  G o d ’s  g l o r y,  G o d 
m a y  g ra n t  t h a t  y o u  m a y  b e  s t re n g t h e n e d  i n  y o u r  i n n e r 
b e i n g  w i t h  p o w e r  t h ro u g h  t h e  S p i r i t  a n d  t h a t  C h r i s t  m a y 
d w e l l  i n  y o u r  h e a r t s  t h ro u g h  fa i t h ,  a s  y o u  a re  b e i n g 
ro o t e d  a n d  g ro u n d e d  i n  l o ve .  I  p ra y  t h a t  y o u  m a y  h a ve 
t h e  p o w e r  t o  c o m p re h e n d ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  s a i n t s ,  w h a t  i s  t h e 
b re a d t h  a n d  l e n g t h  a n d  h e i g h t  a n d  d e p t h   a n d  t o  k n o w 
t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  t h a t  s u r p a s s e s  k n o w l e d g e ,  s o  t h a t  y o u 
m a y  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  G o d .

O N E  V O I C E : 	 T h e  w o rd  o f  G o d  fo r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d .

P E O P L E : 	 T h a n ks  b e  t o  G o d .

MUSIC OF PREPARATION 		 “I Love the Lord”   
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

SERMON	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area
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OFFERTORY INVITATION	 Pastor Lucinda Kent 
	 Property with Purpose Coordinator  
	 Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference 

Seeds of Security is a ministry of Bishop LaTrelle Easterling and 
the Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Area, which 
offers healing and a safe haven for survivors of Domestic Violence/
Intimate Partner Violence. Learn more at pdcbwc.org/sos.

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY	 “Let It Rise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

CELEBRATING AND REMEMBERING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM3

Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

Rev. Leo Yates, Jr. 
Accessibility and Inclusivity Coordinator, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

Amelia Duroska 
Conference Lay Leader,  Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

During our remembrance of baptism, vergers will move through the congregation 
to sprinkle water on those gathered. We invite you during that time to indicate to 
one of the vergers if you prefer not receive the water. 

P R E S E N T E D  FO R  H O LY  B A P T I S M : 
André-Noël M. A. Briscoe, III,  
son of Rev. Andre R. Briscoe, Jr. and Tamika L. Briscoe

*SUNG RESPONSE	 “Come, Be Baptized”
O N E  V O I C E : 	 To  a l l  w h o  g a t h e r  a ro u n d  t h e  l i v i n g  fo n t  o f  G o d ’s 

l o v e  I  a s k  y o u ,  w i l l  y o u  t u r n  a w a y  f ro m 
t h e  p o w e rs  o f  s i n  a n d  d e a t h  a n d  s a t e  y o u r 
h u n g e r  w i t h  g ra c e  a n d  w i t h  t r u t h ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  r e n o u n c e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  f o r c e s  o f 
w i c ke d n e s s ,  r e j e c t  t h e  e v i l  p o w e r s  o f 
t h i s  w o r l d ,  a n d  r e p e n t  o f  o u r  s i n .

	

3A d a p t e d  b y  R e v.  Ke n  H a w e s  a n d  R e v.  W i l l  G re e n  f ro m  m a t e r i a l s  w r i t t e n  b y  D r.  M a rc i a  M c Fe e  ( J o u r n e y  to  D i s c i p l e s h i p ) , 
R e v.  M i c h a e l  C a r r i n g t o n  a n d  B i s h o p  La Tre l l e  M i l l e r  Ea s t e r l i n g  fo r  t h e  2 0 2 5  I n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  D i s t r i c t  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e

O f fe r i n g

https://www.pdcbwc.org/sos.html
https://www.bwcumc.org/offering/
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O N E  V O I C E : 	 W i l l  y o u  l e t  t h e  S p i r i t  u s e  y o u  a s 
p ro p h e t s  t o  t h e  p o w e rs  t h a t  b e ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  a c c e p t  t h e  f r e e d o m  a n d  p o w e r  G o d  g i v e s 
u s  t o  r e s i s t  e v i l ,  i n j u s t i c e ,  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  i n 
w h a t e v e r  f o r m s  t h e y  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s .

	 W i l l  y o u  p ro c l a i m  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  a n d  l i v e 
a s  d i s c i p l e s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  h i s  b o d y ?

	 W e  c o n f e s s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  o u r  S a v i o r,  p u t 
o u r  w h o l e  t r u s t  i n  C h r i s t ’s  g r a c e ,  a n d  p r o m i s e 
t o  s e r v e  C h r i s t  a s  o u r  L o r d ,  i n  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e 
c h u r c h  w h i c h  C h r i s t  h a s  o p e n e d  t o  p e o p l e 
o f  a l l  a g e s ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s , 
n a t i o n s ,  a n d  r a c e s ,  a n d  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t i e s .

SUNG RESPONSE	 “Come, Be Baptized”

O N E  V O I C E : 	 W i l l  y o u  n u r t u re  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
fa i t h  a n d  l i fe  a n d  i n c l u d e  A n d ré  n o w  b e fo re  y o u  
i n  y o u r  c a re ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W i t h  G o d ’s  h e l p  w e  w i l l  p r o c l a i m  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  a n d 
l i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  C h r i s t .  W e  w i l l 
s u r r o u n d  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  l o v e 
a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  g r o w  i n  t h e i r  s e r v i c e 
t o  o t h e r s .  W e  w i l l  p r a y  f o r  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  a 
t r u e  d i s c i p l e  w h o  w a l k  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  l i f e .

O N E  V O I C E : 	 . . . A n d  a l l  G o d ’s  p e o p l e  s a i d : 

C O N G R E G AT I O N : 	 H a l l e l u j a h .  A m e n .

R E S P O N S I V E  H Y M N 		  “I Am Thine, Oh Lord”
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

* B E N E D I C T I O N 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

* R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 		  “You are Good”

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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Service of 
Remembrance

C e l e b r a t e d  b y  t h e 

B a l t i m o r e - W a s h i n g t o n  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e 

o f  T h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h

T h u r s d a y,  M a y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  1 : 4 5  p m

H i l t o n  B a l t i m o re  I n n e r  H a r b o r
4 0 1  W  P ra t t  S t e e t

B a l t i m o re ,  M D  2 1 2 0 1
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* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
1Wr i t t e n  b y  R e v.  Ka t e  M a c ke re t h  F u l t o n  2  I b i d

* C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P 1 	 Rev. Patricia Allen  
		  Mount Tabor United Methodist Church
O N E  V O I C E : 	 P ra i s e  t o  y o u ,  O  Tre e  o f  L i fe ,  t h r i v i n g  i n  t h i s  l i fe  

a n d  i n  t h e  l i fe  t o  c o m e ;

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 … y o u  w h o  t u r n e d  t h e  f i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  t o m b 
i n t o  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e ;

	 y o u  w h o  g o  b e fo re  u s  a c ro s s  t h e 
w i l d e r n e s s  o f  d e a t h ;

	 y o u  w h o  l o v e  u s  d e s p i t e  o u r s e l v e s ,  a n d 
i n s p i r e  u s  t o  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  l o v e .

	 H e re  a n d  n o w,  w e  t u r n  t o  y o u  a n d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r,

	 s e e k i n g  s t r e n g t h  a n d  c o m f o r t  f o r  t h e  r o a d  a h e a d .

	 M a y  y o u r  d i v i n e  l o ve  b e  m a d e 
k n o w n  t o  u s  h e re  a n d  n o w.

	 B e  n e a r  t o  u s ,  O  G o d .

* P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 	 “Come Ye Disconsolate”

* O P E N I N G  P R AY E R 2	 Rev. DV Yost  
		  Arnolia United Methodist Church

O God, our beginning and our ending,
We remember before you all those who have gone from this life to eternal 
life in Christ;
Each relative, beloved, colleague and friend scattered across the globe.
We laud you for each one whose presence has enriched our days and 
comforted us in dark nights.
We ask with Elisha - give us a double helping of the Spirit you poured out 
on them.
O God, our Dawn, our Day, our Darkness,
embrace us in our sorrow today, and enable us to love boldly in the days 
and weeks and years to come. 
Empower us to live unafraid of death, in the name of the One who 
overcame the grave.
A m e n .

T O L L I N G  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E  &  R E A D I N G  O F  T H E  N A M E S
 Rev. Nick Works , South Damascus Charge 

Rev. Michael Carrington , Eastern United Methodist Church
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Clergy

REV. HOWARD RONALD ELLIS
2/23/27 – 9/16/25

REV. GEORGE A. AIST
8/5/33 – 9/6/25

PASTOR KERMIT MOORE 
10/21/51 – 4/15/26

REV. SHERRIN D. MARSHALL
9/6/43 – 11/11/25

REV. CARROLL REESE GUNKEL
3/3/37 – 7/13/25

PASTOR MARSHALL DOUGLAS FRAIM
3/30/32 – 3/22/26

REV. THOMAS C. STARNES
6/14/32 – 3/5/26

REV. FRANCIS BLAINE RICKER
3/1/37 – 12/26/25

REV. RONALD E. FLEMMING-TRIPLETT
6/6/73 – 4/11/26

REV. EDISON MCKINLEY AMOS
12/31/28 – 8/3/25

REV. CONRAD DELANTE PARKER
2/14/48 - 6/18/25

REV. CURTIS LAMAR MITCHELL
3/15/30 – 2/17/26

REV. JAMES D. MANNING
4/8/35 – 3/19/26

PASTOR NANCY L. GREEN
7/22/51 – 3/30/26

REV. EDWIN M. WRAY 
12/10/38 – 3/2/26

REV. JOAN I. SENYK
10/14/38 – 10/2/25
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Clergy Spouses

LESTER E. BRANTNER 9/26/54 
– 2/26/26

CYNTHIA E. FLEET
6/2/60 – 9/21/24

CHRISTINE W. MILLER-BETTS
7/3/36 – 6/5/25

MILDRED S. WARFIELD
12/17/31 – 1/14/26

WILLIAM A. THOMAS
1/13/43 – 3/27/26

FRANCETTE BOLING 
11/22/36 – 12/8/25

VIRGINIA I. CROSS 
9/12/37 – 7/24/25

DENNIS M. LETTO
2/25/48 - 12/11/25

SYLVIA MATILDA SAWYER 
2/8/51 – 11/1/25

SYLVIA CREEGER BURTNER 
8/3/33 – 11/23/25

NINA MAE GOODMAN 
4/14/35 – 1/12/26

ARETTIA C. NAIR
5/5/26 – 1/2/26

EVELYN G. WHITE WARFIELD  
10/11/21 – 1/31/26

MARTHA N. BORTNER 
4/27/35 – 7/17/25

POLLY DEHART
2/4/45 – 4/26/26

SHIRLEY S. LEWIS 
11/29/35 – 7/29/25

SHIRLEY ANN SIEGLEIN 
3/22/44 – 6/23/25

JUDITH LYNNE BUTLER
5/8/43 – 11/14/25

BESSIE C. HOWARD
 8/2/29 – 7/27/25

SARAH KAESER ROBERTS
12/11/46 – 9/2/25

SHIRLEY ANN ZIMMERMAN
4/28/37 – 10/11/25
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* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
3  E n g l i s h  l i t a n y  b y  R e v.  Ka t e  M a c ke re t h  F u l t o n ;  S p a n i s h  l i t a n y  b y  S a f i y a  Fo s u a ,  t ra n s l a t e d  b y  J u l i o  Va rg a s - V i d a l ,  i n 

Wo r s h i p  &  S o n g :  Wo rs h i p  R e s o u rc e s ,  p .  7 3  4  A d a p t e d  f ro m  Kw a s i  L .  Ke n a  i n  Wo r s h i p  &  S o n g :  Wo r s h i p  R e s o u r c e s  # 1 76

L I TA N Y  O F  L I B AT I O N  A N D  T H A N KS G I V I N G 3	 Pastor Cesár Núñez 
Salem United Methodist Church

O N E  V O I C E : 	 H o l y  O n e ,  w e  h o n o r  t h e s e  l i ve s  p o u re d  o u t  a s  	
l i b a t i o n s  b e fo re  y o u ,  a s  e m i s s a r i e s  o f  C h r i s t ;  l i ve s 
t h a t  h a ve  b l e s s e d  m u l t i t u d e s .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 A s  w i t h  t h e m ,  s o  w i t h  u s ,  i n  J e s u s ’  n a m e .

O N E  V O I C E : 	 A l  f i n a l  d e  m i s  d í a s ,  c u a n d o  l a  v i d a  e n  e s t a  t i e r ra 
	 s e  a c a b e ,

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 Q u e  s e  d i g a  c o n  v e r d a d  q u e  m i  v i d a  f u e  d e r r a m a d a 
p o r  t i .

S P E C I A L  M U S I C 	 “Nothing To Fear”, The Porter’s Gate
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

E P I S T L E  L E S S O N :  E P H E S I A N S  3 : 1 6 - 1 9  ( N R S V U E ) 	 Pastor Cassandra Nuñez 
Hispanic/Latine Ministries Coordinator

O N E  V O I C E : 	 T h i s  i s  t h e  w o rd  o f  G o d  fo r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G o d .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 T h a n ks  b e  t o  G o d .

S H A R I N G  T H E  M E S S A G E 	 Rev. Narae Kim 
Severna Park United Methodist Church

R E S P O N S I V E  H Y M N S 	 “Hymn of Promise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

* S E N D I N G  F O R T H 4	 Rev. Kate Mackereth Fulton 
		  Chevy Chase United Methodist Church
O N E  V O I C E : 	 M a y  t h e  l o ve  o f  G o d  s u r ro u n d  y o u .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 M a y  t h e  l o v e  o f  C h r i s t  u p l i f t  y o u .

 	 M a y  t h e  l o ve  o f  G o d  s t a n d  w i t h  y o u  t h ro u g h  t h e 
c h a l l e n g e s  a h e a d .

	 M a y  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  G o d  c o n v i n c e  y o u ,  i n  e v e r y 
s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  l o v e .

	 G o  n o w  t o  l o ve  o t h e rs ,  e v e n  a s  C h r i s t  l o ve s  y o u .

* B E N E D I C T I O N 	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Peninsula-Delaware & Baltimore-Washington Episcopal Area

* R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 	 “God Be With You till We Meet Again”
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team
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C E L E B R AT I O N 
O F  M I N I ST R I ES 

WO R S H I P  S E R V I C E
B a l t i m o r e - W a s h i n g t o n  C o n f e r e n c e 

T h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h

T h u r s d a y,  M a y  2 8  ,  2 0 2 6  –  7  p . m .

H i l t o n  B a l t i m o re  I n n e r  H a r b o r

4 0 1  W,  P ra t t  S t e e t

B a l t i m o re ,  M D  2 1 2 0 1



* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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G AT H E R I N G  M U S I C 	 Baltimore-Washington Worship Team 

E P I S T L E  R E A D I N G  –  R O M A N S  1 2 :  4 - 1 3  ( N R S V U E ) 	 Rev. Ashley Hoover 
	 Jerusalem Mount Pleasant United Methodist Church

W O R D S  O F  W E L C O M E 		  Rev. Laura Norvell 
Faith United Methodist Church

* C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P 	 Rev. YouJung Jung 
Rockville United Methodist Church

O N E  V O I C E :	 We  a re  m a n y  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  o n e  b o d y.

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 R o o t e d  i n  C h r i s t ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  g i f t s  a m o n g  u s .

	 Fo r  e v e r y  t e a c h e r  a n d  l e a d e r,  fo r  e ve r y  g i ve r  
a n d  s e r v a n t :

	 W e  g i v e  t h a n ks  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  t h a t  b u i l d  u s  u p .

	 We  re j o i c e  i n  h o p e ,  p e rs e ve re  i n  p ra y e r,  a n d  o p e n 
o u r  h e a r t s  i n  h o s p i t a l i t y.

	 W e  c o m e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  m a n y  w a y s  G o d  b i n d s  u s 
t o g e t h e r  i n  l o v e . 

A L L : 	 L e t  u s  r e j o i c e .

* O P E N I N G  H Y M N 				    “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

L O V E  B O L D LY 		  Rev. Bill Brown 
Director of Congregational Vitality

O N E  M AT T E R S  A W A R D 				    Rev. Bill Brown 
Director of Congregational Vitality

Y O U N G  P E O P L E ’ S  M I N I S T R Y  I M PA C T  A W A R D  	 Pastor Natiya Bennett 
Young People’s Ministry Coordinator
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L O V E  B O L D LY  A W A R D 				    Rev. Stacey Cole Wilson 
Executive Minister of Beloved Community

O N E  V O I C E :	 We  a re  m a n y  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  o n e  b o d y. 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  t h a n k  G o d  f o r  y o u r  b o l d  w i t n e s s  a n d  f o r  t h e 
w a y s  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  u s  h o w  t o  l o v e  b o l d l y.

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 				    “Let It Rise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

S E R V E  J O Y F U L LY 		  Rev. Bill Brown 
Director of Congregational Vitality

L AY  M I N I S T R Y  I M PA C T  A W A R D 				    Amelia Duroska 
Conference Lay Leader

F R E S H  E X P R E S S I O N S 				    Rev. Bill Brown 
Director of Congregational Vitality

S E R V E  J O Y F U L LY  A W A R D 		  Rev. Jacqueline Davis Ford 
Director of Connectional Ministries, Peninsula Delaware Annual Conference

O N E  V O I C E :	 We  a re  m a n y  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  o n e  b o d y. 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  t h a n k  G o d  f o r  y o u r  g e n e r o u s  h e a r t s  a n d  f o r  t h e 
w a y s  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  u s  h o w  t o  s e r v e  j o y f u l l y.

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 				    “Let It Rise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

L E A D  C O U R A G E O U S LY 		  Christie Latona 
	 Chief Program Officer &  Director of Connectional Ministries

C H U R C H  C L O S U R E S 		 Rev. John Wunderlich 
District Superintendent, Canal District
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L E A D  C O U R A G E O U S LY  A W A R D 		 Christie Latona 
	 Chief Program Officer &  Director of Connectional Ministries

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 				    “Let It Rise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

C E R T I F I E D  L AY  M I N I S T E R S  	 Linda Flanagan 
	 Director, Lay Servant Ministries
	 Rev. Dr. C Anthony Hunt 
	 Epworth Chapel United Methodist Church

O R D I N AT I O N  A N N I V E R S A R I E S 	 Revs. Amanda McMurtrey & Paul Johnson 
Co-chairs, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Board of Ordained Ministry

R E T I R E E S  &  O R D I N A N D S 	 Revs. Amanda McMurtrey & Paul Johnson 
Co-chairs, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Board of Ordained Ministry

O N E  V O I C E :	 We  a re  m a n y  m e m b e rs ,  b u t  o n e  b o d y. 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  t h a n k  G o d  f o r  y o u r  b o l d  w i t n e s s  a n d  f o r  t h e 
w a y s  y o u  h a v e  s h o w n  u s  h o w  t o  l e a d  c o u r a g e o u s l y.

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 				    “Let It Rise” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G 	 Rev. Linda Motter
Calvary United Methodist Church 

Rev. Jaleesa Hall 
Raising a Village Foundation

* C L O S I N G  H Y M N 				    “Love Lifted Me” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

* B E N E D I C T I O N 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area
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S E R V I C E  N O T E S
Thank you for leading us in worship.

R E S I D E N T  B I S H O P 	 Bishop LaTrelle Easterling Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Area

G U E S T  B I S H O P 	 Bishop Gregory Palmer, Retired Bishop of The United Methodist Church

D I S T R I C T  S U P E R I N T E N D E N T S  O F  T H E  B A L T I M O R E - W A S H I N G T O N  C O N F E R E N C E 	
			   Rev. John Wunderlich		  Canal
			   Rev. Sarah Schlieckert	 Harbor
			   Rev. Jim Miller	 Lakes 
			   Rev. Eliezer Valentín-Castañón			       Resovoir
			   Rev. Ianther Mills	 Tidal Basin 
 			   Rev. Johnsie Cogman	 Two Rivers 
 					       

E X T E N D E D  C A B I N E T  M E M B E R S  F R O M  B A L T I M O R E - W A S H I N G T O N  C O N F E R E N C E  S T A F F 	  
			   Erica Robinson-Johnson	 Chief Administrative Officer
			   Bill Brown	 Director of Congregational Vitality
			   Alison Burdett 			   Director of Communications
			   Amelia Duroska 	 Conference Lay Leader
			   Paul Eichelberger	 Conference Treasurer / Chief Financial Officer
			   Christie Latona 	 Chief Program Officer / Director of Connectional Ministries 
			   David Schoeller 	 Director of Business Systems
			   Jack Shitama	 Center for Vital Leadership

B A L T I M O R E - W A S H I N G T O N  &  P E N I N S U L A - D E L A W A R E  A R E A  W O R S H I P  P L A N N I N G  T E A M 	
 			   Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling	 Resident Bishop
			   Murray Archibald		  Liturgical Artist and Visuals Coordinator
 			   Barry Black, II
 			   Michael Carrington
 			   Keisha Dukes 
			   Kate Mackereth Fulton	 Opening Worship Team Co-Lead
			   William Green		 Chair
 			   Ken Hawes
 			   Demetrio Beach Kenon
 			   Sean Lee
 			   Liz Marrero
 			   Laura Norvell
			   Chelsea Spyres		  Memorial Service Co-Lead
 			   Carissa Surber
 			   Richard Walton
			   Meredith West		  Opening Worship Co-Lead
 			   Lattisha Williams
			   Leo Yates, Jr.
			   DV Yost		  Celebrations of Ministry Team Co-Lead
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B O A R D  O F  O R D A I N E D  M I N I S T R Y
 					     R e v.  D r.  P a u l  J o h n s o n 	 C o - C h a i r
					     R e v.  A m a n d a  M c M u r t re y  	 C o - C h a i r
					     R e v.  C h r i s  O w e n s  	 P ro v i s i o n a l  M e m b e r  R e g i s t ra r
					     R e v.  A l i c i a  Va n i s ko  	 F u l l  M e m b e r  R e g i s t ra r
					     R e v.  La u r i e  T i n g l e y  	 O rd i n a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r
 

T H E  2 0 2 6  C L A S S  O F  P R O V I S I O N A L  M E M B E R S 	 					     E l d e r
	 D a v i d  S c o t t 

T H E  2 0 2 6  C L A S S  O F  F U L L  M E M B E R S 	 					     D e a c o n
	 W i l l i a m  C a r p e n t e r 	 J a l e e s a  H a l l 	 C a s s a n d ra  La w re n c e

T H E  2 0 2 6  C L A S S  O F  E L D E R S 						   
	 C h a r l e s  A n d e rs o n - G ra y 	 J a m e s  C o g m a n 	 G e ra l d  E l s t o n
	 J o s h u a  G i l l e n 	 A s h l e y  H o o v e r 	 J e n n  O s t e r fe l d 
	 Yo n g c h i  R h i e 	 Le o  Ya t e s

V I D E O G R A P H Y  			   G O O D  N E W S  T V
 					     2 5 2 5  B e e c h  Av e n u e
 					     M a c o n ,  G e o rg i a  3 1 2 0 4
 					     1 - 9 1 2 - 74 5 - 2 3 6 6
V i d e o  t a p e s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  m a y  b e  p u rc h a s e d  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  G o o d  N e w s  T V. 

T h e  B a l t i m o re -  Wa s h i n g t o n  &  P e n i n s u l a - D e l a w a re  E p i s c o p a l  A re a  Wo rs h i p  Te a m 
g i ve s  t h a n ks  fo r  t h e  s k i l l e d  s e r v a n t  l e a d e rs  a n d  a r t i s t s  f ro m  a c ro s s  o u r  A re a , 
a s  w e l l  a s  A re a  S t a f f  fo r  t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  t i m e ,  c o l l a b o ra t i o n ,  a n d  c re a t i ve 

i n ve s t m e n t s  i n  o u r  s h a re d  w o rs h i p .  We  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a n k  A l i s o n  B u rd e t t ,  M o e  B a t t l e y, 
Te r r i  C l e a r y,  C h r i s t i n e  Tro t t ,  C h e r y l  C o o k ,  Ka re n  C o n ro y,  S a n j e e v  C h r i s t o p h e r, 

C h r i s t i e  La t o n a ,  R e v.  J a c q u e l i n e  D a v i s  Fo rd ,  a n d  S o p h i e  A m e r  fo r  t h e  c o u n t l e s s 
h o u rs  t h e y ’ ve  i n ve s t e d  t o  h e l p  b r i n g  o u r  C o n fe re n c e s  a l i v e  w i t h  p ra i s e .  We  a l s o 
t h a n k  J e a n n i e  M a rs h  ( E p w o r t h  U M C ,  R e h o b o t h  B e a c h ) ,  C a ro l  H e n l e y  ( Fa i t h  U M C , 
R o c k v i l l e ) ,  a n d  P e g g  M e l fa  ( H u n t ’s  M e m o r i a l  U M C ,  To w s o n )  fo r  c re a t i n g  m a n t l e s 

a n d  s t o l e s  fo r  o u r  B i s h o p  a n d  o rd i n a n d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  C h e v y  C h a s e  a n d  S i l v e r  S p r i n g 
U M C s  fo r  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  p u rc h a s i n g  n e w  E p i s c o p a l  A re a  a l t a r  w a re . 

Fo r  m o re  i n fo r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  t e a m s  w o r k ,  o r  t o  re q u e s t  c o p i e s  o f  l i t u rg y ’s 
u s e d  d u r i n g  w o rs h i p  t h i s  y e a r,  p l e a s e  e m a i l  a c w o rs h i p @ s i l v e rs p r i n g u m c p . o rg .

T h e  C o ke s b u r y  B e l l  o r i g i n a l l y  ra n g  i n  s t u d e n t s  a t  C o ke s b u r y  C o l l e g e ,  A b i n g d o n ,  M D ,  t h e 
f i rs t  M e t h o d i s t  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  Wo r l d .  A f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  b u r n e d ,  t h e  b e l l  e v e n t u a l l y  fo u n d 
i t s  w a y  i n t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  R e v.  D r.  J o h n  G o u c h e r  w h o  u s e d  i t  fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  t o  r i n g 

i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Wo m a n ’s  C o l l e g e  o f  B a l t i m o re  ( n o w ,  G o u c h e r  C o l l e g e ) .  I t  i s  o n 
p e r m a n e n t  d i s p l a y  a t  t h e  Lo ve l y  La n e  M u s e u m  &  A rc h i v e s ,  B a l t i m o re ,  M D ,  w h o  l o a n e d  i t 

fo r  t h i s  s e r v i c e .

mailto:acworship%40silverspringumcp.org?subject=
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S E R V I C E  O F
O R D I N AT I O N  A N D
C O M M I S S I O N I N G

B a l t i m o r e - W a s h i n g t o n  C o n f e r e n c e 

T h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h

Fr i d a y,  M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  1 : 3 0  p m

H i l t o n  B a l t i m o re  I n n e r  H a r b o r

4 0 1  W,  P ra t t  S t e e t

B a l t i m o re ,  M D  2 1 2 0 1

B i s h o p  L a T r e l l e  M i l l e r  E a s t e r l i n g

R e s i d e n t  B i s h o p ,  B a l t i m o re - Wa s h i n g t o n  C o n fe re n c e

P re s i d i n g

B i s h o p  G r e g o r y  P a l m e r

R e t i re d  B i s h o p  o f  T h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u rc h
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G AT H E R I N G  M U S I C  &  I N V I TAT I O N 
We  i n v i t e  y o u  b e  i n  p ra y e r  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  b e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a n d 
o rd a i n e d ,  a s  w e  p re p a re  fo r  w o rs h i p  t o  b e g i n . 

* P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N S 	 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

L I TA N Y  O F  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  T H E  7 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  
O F  T H E  O R D I N AT I O N  O F  W O M E N  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H

Revs. Amanda McMurtrey & Paul Johnson 
Co-chairs, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Board of Ordained Ministry
O N E  V O I C E : 	 H e s a ke t v m e s e ,  C h i h o w a ,  w e  c o m e  t o  t h i s  s p a c e  t o 

h o n o r  a n d  re c o g n i z e  w h o  y o u  a re  i n  o u r  l i ve s .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 H e l p  u s  t o  s e e  a n d  f e e l  y o u r  p r e s e n c e  a s  w e  h e a r 
y o u r  c a l l  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r  d u t i e s  a s  y o u r  D i s c i p l e s .  
A s  w e  g a t h e r,  u n i t e  o u r  h e a r t s  i n  p u r p o s e  s o  
t h a t  o u r  a c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  y o u r  l o v e  i n  e v e r y  s t e p  
o f  o u r  j o u r n e y.

	 We  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  l a n d s  w e  w a l k  u p o n  a n d 
t h e  w a t e rs  t h a t  g i ve  u s  l i fe  e a c h  d a y.

	 H e l p  u s  t o  b e  g o o d  s t e w a r d s  o v e r  t h e  l a n d s ,  w a t e r s , 
a n d  t h o s e  y o u  e n t r u s t  u s  w i t h .

	 We  c a r r y  t h e  w o rd s  o f  w i s d o m  a n d 
i n s p i ra t i o n s  o f  o u r  a n c e s t o rs  w h o  s h a re d 
y o u r  m e s s a g e  o f  g ra c e ,  l o ve  a n d  h o p e .

	 L e t  u s  l e a d  w i t h  c o m p a s s i o n ,  o f f e r i n g  h o p e  t o  t h o s e 
w e  s e r v e  i n  o u r  h o m e s ,  c h u r c h e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s . 
M a y  o u r  s t o r i e s  o f  J e s u s  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s  t o  s e e k  a n d 
w o r s h i p  y o u .

	 We  t h a n k  y o u  fo r  t h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  t h e  s e a s o n s 
t o  re m i n d  u s  t h a t  i n  o u r  w a l k  o f  l i fe  t h e re 
w i l l  b e  c h a n g e s  w e  t o o  w i l l  g o  t h ro u g h  a s 
w o m e n ,  a s  d a u g h t e rs  a n d  a s  m o t h e rs .

	 S u p p o r t  u s  d u r i n g  o u r  t r i a l s ,  w h i s p e r  w o r d s  o f 
c o m f o r t  a n d  a s s u r a n c e ,  s o  w e  m a y  k n o w  t h a t  a l l 
w i l l  b e  w e l l .  L e t  u s  h o l d  t i g h t l y  t o  y o u r  e v e r l a s t i n g 
l o v e ,  d r a w i n g  s t r e n g t h  f r o m  y o u r  p r e s e n c e .

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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O N E  V O I C E : 	 A s  w e  g i v e  l i fe  a n d  b re a t h  t o  o u r  h o m e s , 
n u r t u re  o u r  re l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  g u i d e  t h e  n ex t 
g e n e ra t i o n  –  w h e t h e r  a s  m o t h e rs ,  m e n t o rs ,  o r 
c a re g i v e rs – w e  c o m m i t  o u rs e l ve s  t o  s u p p o r t i n g 
a n d  u p l i f t i n g  t h o s e  w h o  w i l l  c o m e  a f t e r 
u s .  U n i t e d  i n  p u r p o s e ,  w e  p l e d g e  t o  fo s t e r 
g ro w t h ,  w i s d o m ,  a n d  h o p e  fo r  t h e  f u t u re . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 To g e t h e r,  w e  w i l l  n u r t u r e  t h e  s e e d s  o f  t o m o r r o w,  
g u i d i n g  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .

	 We  w i l l  l i v e  f u l l y  i n  o u r  i d e n t i t y,  c u l t u re , 
a n d  t ra d i t i o n s ,  fo r  t h e s e  a re  t h e  g i f t s  t h a t 
s h a p e  w h o  w e  a re .  Yo u  h a ve  g i ve n  u s  t h e 
b re a t h  o f  l i fe ,  a n d  w e  h o n o r  t h a t  g i f t  b y 
e m b ra c i n g  a l l  t h a t  m a ke s  u s  u n i q u e .

	 Yo u  h a v e  b r e a t h e d  l i f e  i n t o  u s  a n d  t a u g h t  u s  t o  
w a l k  w i t h  p u r p o s e  –  s e r v i n g  o t h e r s  w i t h  e m p a t h y, 
k i n d n e s s ,  a n d  c o u r a g e .  H e l p  u s  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  s p i r i t  
i n t o  e v e r y  m o m e n t ,  s o  o u r  j o u r n e y  m a y  i n s p i r e 
h e a l i n g  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

	 T h e re  w i l l  b e  t h o s e  w h o  w a l k  i n  y o u r  l i g h t 
a n d  t h o s e  w h o  w a l k  i n  d a r k n e s s .  We  c a n 
c o n n e c t  t o  b o t h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w i s d o m 
a n d  g u i d a n c e  y o u  h a ve  s u p p l i e d  u s .

	 A s  M o s e s  c a r r i e d  y o u r  s t a f f  o f  s t r e n g t h  &  w i s d o m 
t o  l e a d  y o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  w e  w i l l  l e a n  u p o n  o u r 
a n c e s t o r ’s  t e a c h i n g s  f o r  y o u r  s t r e n g t h  a n d  w i s d o m 
t o  b e  a  b e a c o n  f o r  u s  a n d  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  c o m e .

	 We  w i l l  c a r r y  y o u r  w o rd s  o f  l i fe  t h ro u g h  e ve r y 
b re a t h ,  e v e r y  d e e d ,  a n d  e ve r y  t h o u g h t .

	 W e  w i l l  d i s c i p l i n e  o u r s e l v e s  s o  o u r  s t u d i e s  a n d 
p r a y e r s  a r e  a l i g n e d  w i t h  y o u ,  O u r  C r e a t o r.

A L L : 	 To g e t h e r,  w e  c a r r y  y o u r  s p i r i t —  g u i d i n g  a n d 
u p l i f t i n g  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  w a y,  s o  t h a t 
e a c h  m a y  d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  p a t h  o f  h o p e ,  f o r  t h i s  i s 
t h e  c a l l i n g  w e  e m b r a c e .
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O P E N I N G  P R AY E R  		 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

O N E  V O I C E : 	 T h e  g ra c e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  b e  w i t h  y o u  a l l . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 A n d  a l s o  w i t h  y o u . 

	 Le t  u s  p ra y.

	 E t e r n a l  G o d ,  b y  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t 
y o u  g a v e  t o  y o u r  a p o s t l e s  m a n y  e x c e l l e n t  g i f t s . 
G i v e  y o u r  g r a c e  t o  a l l  s e r v a n t s  o f  y o u r  c h u r c h ,  t h a t 
w e  m a y  w i t h  d i l i g e n c e  a n d  f a i t h f u l n e s s  f u l f i l l  o u r 
v a r i o u s  m i n i s t r i e s .  G r a n t  t h a t  w e  y o u r  p e o p l e  m a y 
f o l l o w  w h e r e  y o u  l e a d ,  p e r f e c t  o u r  m i n i s t r i e s ,  a n d 
l i v e  i n  j o y f u l  o b e d i e n c e  t o  y o u r  w i l l ,  t h r o u g h  J e s u s 
C h r i s t ,  o u r  S a v i o r.  A m e n .

R E M E M B R A N C E  O F  B A P T I S M 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

Bishop Gregory Palmer 
Retired Bishop of The United Methodist Church

O N E  V O I C E : 	 D o  y o u  b e l i e ve  i n  G o d  t h e  C re a t o r ? 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 I  b e l i e v e  i n  G o d ,  t h e  C r e a t o r  A l m i g h t y,  C r e a t o r  o f 
h e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h .

	 D o  y o u  b e l i e ve  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ?

	 I  b e l i e v e  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  G o d ’s  o n l y  S o n ,  o u r  L o r d , 
w h o  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  b y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  b o r n  o f  t h e 
V i r g i n  M a r y,  s u f f e r e d  u n d e r  P o n t i u s  P i l a t e ,  w a s 
c r u c i f i e d ,  d i e d ,  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d ;  h e  d e s c e n d e d 
t o  t h e  d e a d .  O n  t h e  t h i r d  d a y  h e  r o s e  a g a i n ;  h e 
a s c e n d e d  i n t o  h e a v e n ,  i s  s e a t e d  a t  t h e  r i g h t  h a n d 
o f  G o d ,  a n d  w i l l  c o m e  a g a i n  t o  j u d g e  t h e  l i v i n g  a n d 
t h e  d e a d .
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O N E  V O I C E : 	 D o  y o u  b e l i e ve  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 I  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  t h e  h o l y  c a t h o l i c 
c h u r c h ,  t h e  c o m m u n i o n  o f  s a i n t s ,  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  
o f  s i n s ,  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y,  a n d  t h e  
l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g . 	

	 I n  t h e  w a t e rs  o f  o u r  b a p t i s m ,  G o d  e s t a b l i s h e s 
a  d w e l l i n g  p l a c e  f ro m  w h i c h  j o y,  g ra c e , 
a n d  m e rc y  c o n t i n u o u s l y  f l o w.  R e m e m b e r 
y o u  a re  b a p t i z e d ,  a n d  b e  t h a n k f u l .

	 W e  r e a f f i r m  o u r  b a p t i s m  a n d  o u r  c o m m o n  c a l l  t o 
m i n i s t r y.  T h a n ks  b e  t o  G o d .

P R E S E N TAT I O N  O F  C A N D I D AT E S 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop of the Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Area

Revs. Amanda McMurtrey & Paul Johnson 
Co-chairs, Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference, Board of Ordained Ministry

Rev. Martina Efodzi
Aya Healing Arts

Rev. Laura Norvell
Chair of the Order of Elders

O N E  V O I C E : 	 W h i c h  l a i t y  f ro m  o u r  l o c a l  c h u rc h e s  a f f i r m  t h e s e 
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  b e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  o r  o rd a i n e d ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  h a v e  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h e m  i n  o u r  l o c a l 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  W e  p r e s e n t  t h e m  w i t h  o u r  p r a y e r s 
a n d  s u p p o r t .

T O  B E  O R D A I N E D  T O  T H E  O R D E R  O F  D E A C O N :
	 W i l l i a m  C a r p e n t e r 	 J a l e e s a  H a l l 	 C a s s a n d ra  La w re n c e 

T O  B E  O R D A I N E D  T O  T H E  O R D E R  O F  E L D E R :
	 C h a r l e s  A n d e rs o n - G ra y 	 J a m e s  C o g m a n 	 G e ra l d  E l s t o n
	 J o s h u a  G i l l e n 	 A s h l e y  H o o ve r 	 J e n n  O s t e r fe l d 
	 Yo n g c h i  R h i e 	 Le o  Ya t e s 

T O  B E  O R D A I N E D  T O  T H E  O R D E R  O F  P R O V I S I O N A L  E L D E R :
	 D a v i d  S c o t t
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O N E  V O I C E : 	 D o  y o u  t r u s t  t h a t  t h e y  a re  w o r t h y,  b y  G o d ’s  g ra c e , 
t o  b e  o rd a i n e d   o r  c o m m i s s i o n e d ?

M A N Y  V O I C E S :  	 W e  d o .  T h a n ks  b e  t o  G o d . 

	 W i l l  y o u  u p h o l d  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  m i n i s t r y ? 

	 W i t h  G o d ’s  h e l p ,  w e  w i l l . 

T H E  G E N E R A L  E X A M I N AT I O N 	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling 
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

O N E  V O I C E : 	 M a y  G o d ,  w h o  h a s  g i ve n  y o u  t h e  w i l l  t o  d o  t h e s e 
t h i n g s ,  g i v e  y o u  g ra c e  t o  p e r fo r m  t h e m ,  t h a t  t h e 
w o r k  b e g u n  i n  y o u  m a y  b e  b ro u g h t  t o  p e r fe c t i o n . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 A m e n .

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 	 “To God Be the Glory”

S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G  –  E P H E S I A N S  3 : 1 4 - 2 1  ( N R S V U E ) 	 Rev. George Winkfield 
			   Loch Raven United Methodist Church

* S U N G  R E S P O N S E 	 “Koinonia”

* G O S P E L  R E A D I N G  –  M AT T H E W  2 2 : 3 4 - 4 0  ( N R S V U E ) 	
Chaplain Elijah Ferebee 

			   Frostburg State University

O N E  V O I C E : 	 T h e  G o s p e l  o f  o u r  Lo rd .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 P r a i s e  t o  y o u ,  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

A N T H E M 			   “You Are My Strength” 
Baltimore-Washington Worship Team

S E R M O N  		  Bishop Gregory Palmer 
		  Retired Bishop of The United Methodist Church

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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O F F E R I N G  I N V I TAT I O N 					     Rev. Amanda McMurtrey
	 Co-Chair, Baltimore-Washington Board of Ordained Ministry

To n i g h t ’s  o f fe r i n g  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  B a l t i m o re - Wa s h i n g t o n 
C o n fe re n c e  B o a rd  o f  O rd a i n e d  M i n i s t r y ’s  C l e rg y  R e n e w a l 
Le a ve  F u n d .  C h e c ks  s h o u l d  b e  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  B a l t i m o re - 
Wa s h i n g t o n  A n n u a l  C o n fe re n c e .  b w c u m c . o rg / o f fe r i n g

M U S I C  AT  T H E  O F F E R T O R Y  		  Solo
“Come Ye Disconsolate”

C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  P R O V I S I O N A L  M E M B E R 	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling 
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

O N E  V O I C E : 	 … I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r,  a n d  o f  t h e  S o n ,  
a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S :  	 A m e n . 

S U N G  R E S P O N S E 	 “Lead Me, Guide Me”

E X A M I N AT I O N  O F  C A N D I D AT E S  F O R  O R D I N AT I O N 		
Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling

Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

O N E  V O I C E : 	 . . .  i n  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  o n e  G o d ,  
n o w  a n d  fo re ve r.

M A N Y  V O I C E S :  	 A m e n .  

O R D I N AT I O N  F O R  D E A C O N S  &  E L D E R S   	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

O N E  V O I C E : 	 … I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  Fa t h e r,  a n d  o f  t h e  S o n ,  
a n d  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t . 

M A N Y  V O I C E S :  	 A m e n . 

* S O N G  O F  C E L E B R AT I O N 	 	 “Praise Him” 
B a l t i m o re - Wa s h i n g t o n  Worship Team

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e

O f fe r i n g

https://www.bwcumc.org/offering/
https://pendel.brtapp.com/page/donate/confappeals26


M A Y  2 7 - 2 9 ,  2 0 2 6 	  -29-

* C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  H O LY  C O M M U N I O N 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Peninsula-Delaware & Baltimore-Washington Episcopal Area

		  Rev. Martina Efodzi
		  Chair, Order of Deacons
	                                                          Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference
		  Amelia Duroska 

Conference Lay Leader,  Baltimore-Washington Annual Conference

O N E  V O I C E : 	 A n d  t h e  p e o p l e  s a y,  “A n d  a l s o  w i t h  y o u . ”  

C O N G R E G AT I O N : 	 “A n d  a l s o  w i t h  y o u . ”  

O N E  V O I C E : 	 Tu r n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a ro u n d  y o u  a n d  t e l l  t h e m  t h i s 
n e w s : 	“ T h e   p e a c e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  a l w a y s  w i t h  y o u . ”  

P E O P L E : 	 “ T h e  p e a c e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  a l w a y s  w i t h  y o u . ” 

	 . . .  S o  w e  l i f t  u p  o u r   h e a r t s .  A n d  t h e  fa m i l y 
s a y s ,  “ We  l i f t  t h e m  u p  t o  G o d . ”  

	 “ W e  l i f t  t h e m  u p  t o  G o d . ”

	 . . .  We  j o i n  o u r  vo i c e s  t o g e t h e r  p ra i s i n g  y o u 
a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  w h o  d o ,  w h o  h a ve  e v e r  d o n e 
s o  a n d  w h o  e ve r  w i l l  d o  s o ,  re p e a t i n g : 

	 H o l y,  H o l y,  H o l y  G o d .

	 E v e r y w h e r e  w e  s e e  y o u r  G l o r y. 

	 H o s a n n a  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t .

	 . . .  a n d  t h e  w i d e s t . . .

	 . . .  a n d  t h e  d e e p e s t . . .

	 . . .  c o r e  o f  o u r  b e i n g .

	

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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O N E  V O I C E : 	 Le t  u s  re m i n d  o u rs e l ve s  b y  s a y i n g  
“ T h e  Lo rd  i s  p re s e n t  w i t h  e ve r y  o n e  o f   u s . ” 

P E O P L E : 	 “ T h e  L o r d  i s  p r e s e n t  w i t h  e v e r y  o n e  o f  u s . ”

	 C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  h o p e , 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  h o p e . 
T h i s  i s  G o d ’s  t a b l e ,  i t ’s  n o t  y o u r s  o r  m i n e . 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  h o p e .

	 C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  l o v e , 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  l o v e . 
T h i s  i s  G o d ’s  t a b l e ,  i t ’s  n o t  y o u r s  o r  m i n e . 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  l o v e .

	 “ C h r i s t  h a s  d i e d ” 

	 “ C h r i s t  i s  r i s e n ” ,  

	 “ C h r i s t  w i l l  c o m e  a g a i n . ”

	 C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  j o y, 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  j o y. 
T h i s  i s  G o d ’s  t a b l e ,  i t ’s  n o t  y o u r s  o r  m i n e . 
C o m e  t o  t h e  t a b l e  o f  j o y.

  

R E C E I V I N G  T H E  M E A L 
Yo u  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  re c e i ve  t h e  e l e m e n t s 
a t  s t a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f ro n t  a n d  b a c k  o f 
o u r  w o rs h i p  s p a c e .  A l l  e l e m e n t s  a re  g l u t e n -
f re e  a n d  c a n  b e  re c e i ve d  b y  i n t i n c t i o n  o r 
p re - p a c ka g e d  b a s e d  u p o n  y o u r  c o m fo r t 
l e ve l .  P l e a s e  l e t  a n  u s h e r  k n o w  i f  y o u 
n e e d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c o m i n g  t o  re c e i v e  o r 
i f  y o u  n e e d  e l e m e n t s  b ro u g h t  t o  y o u . 

S O N G S  F O R  C O M M U N I O N 	 “Let Us Break Bread Together” 
“The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power”

“Power in the Blood”

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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I N V I TAT I O N  T O  M I N I S T R Y 	 Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

I N V I TAT I O N A L  H Y M N 	 “Here I  Am,  Lord” 

* L I TA N Y  O F  S E N D I N G 1 	 Rev. Cassandra Lawrence 
		  Associate Chaplain, Grinnell College
	 Rev. Gerald Elston 
	                                                   Good Hope Union United Methodist Church

O N E  V O I C E : 	 B e l o v e d ,  l e t  u s  r i s e  n o w  a s  w e  a re  a b l e . 
We  h a v e  h e a rd  G o d ’s  c a l l  a n d  w e  re s p o n d .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 To g e t h e r  w e  t a ke  t h e  r i s k .

	 We  l i v e  i n t o  w h o  w e  re a l l y  a re .

	 To g e t h e r  w e  l o v e  o u r  t r u e  s e l v e s .

	 We  re f l e c t  t h e  l i g h t  G o d  h a s  g i ve n  u s .

	 To g e t h e r  w e  s u b v e r t  c o r r u p t  s y s t e m s .

	 We  d i s r u p t  t h a t  w h i c h  d e v a l u e s  G o d ’s  b e l o ve d .  
We  i n v e s t  i n  t h a t  w h i c h  u p l i f t s  t h e  c h i l d re n  o f  G o d .

	 To g e t h e r  w e  f l i p  t h e  t a b l e s .

	 We  re p l a c e  t h e  n a r ra t i ve  o f  p ro f i t  a n d  l o s s ,  g a i n 
a n d  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y,  w i t h  t h e  l o v i n g  c o m m u n i t y 
fo u n d e d  o n  t h e  a c t i ve ,  c o n n e c t i n g ,  e m p o w e r i n g , 
l i b e ra t i n g  p re s e n c e  o f  t h e  D i v i n e .

	 W e  a r e  t h e  o n e s  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d

	 t o  c h u rc h e s  a n d  h o m e s , 
t o  c a m p u s e s  a n d  h o s p i t a l s , 
t o  b e d s i d e s  a n d  b u r i a l  g ro u n d s , 
t o  s t re e t s  a n d  p u l p i t s  a n d  p u b l i c  fo r u m s .

	 W e  a r e  t h e  o n e s  G o d  h a s  c a l l e d ,  a n d  w e  g o  w i t h  j o y 
i n  J e s u s ’  n a m e .

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
1  A d a p t e d  b y  R e v.  Ka t e  M a c ke re t h  F u l t o n  f ro m  re s o u rc e s  b y  B a r n  G e e s e  Wo rs h i p ,  

w r i t t e n  fo r  Yo u n g  C l e rg y  Wo m e n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
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* B E N E D I C T I O N 		  Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Resident Bishop, Baltimore-Washington & Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

		  Rev. Cassandra Lawrence
		  Associate Chaplain, Grinnell College

O N E  V O I C E : 	 G o  i n  p e a c e  t o  l o ve  a n d  s e r ve  G o d  a n d  y o u r 
n e i g h b o r  i n  a l l  t h a t  y o u  d o .

M A N Y  V O I C E S : 	 W e  a r e  s e n t  i n  C h r i s t ’s  n a m e .

* R E C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N 	 “ G re a t  I s  T h y  Fa i t h f u l n e s s ”

* S t a n d  a s  y o u  a re  a b l e
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ROOTED IN CHRIST THROUGH 
CREATIVE EXPRESSION
L i t u rg y  m e a n s  “ t h e  wo r k  of  t h e  p e o p l e . ”  A s  U n i te d 

M e t h o d i s ts ,  we  g a t h e r  e a c h  S u n d a y  to  wo rs h i p 

G o d  –  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a l l  t h a t  we  a re  to  p ra i s e ,  p ra ye r, 

t h a n ks g i v i n g ,  c o n fe s s i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to  d i s c i p l e s h i p .

B u t  e a c h  d a y,  we  a l s o  wo rs h i p  w i t h  o u r  h a n d s ,  o u r  vo i c e s 

a n d  t h e  h u n d re d s  of  s m a l l  a c t i o n s  a n d  re s p o n s e s  we  m a ke 

i n  t h e  wo r l d .  O u r  g i f ts  a l l ow  u s  to  p ra i s e  a n d  wo rs h i p 

G o d .  S o  d o e s  o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  c re a t i ve  ex p re s s i o n . 

We  wo rs h i p  a  C re a to r  G o d ,  a  G o d  w h o  p l a n te d  a  s p a r k  of 

wo n d e r  i n  e a c h  of  o u r  h e a r ts .

I n  t h e s e  n ex t  p a g e s  a re  t h e  s to r i e s  of  U n i te d  M e t h o d i s ts 

i n  t h i s  A re a  w h o  u s e  a  va r i e t y  of  d i f fe re n t  a r ts  to  s ta y 

ro o te d  i n  C h r i s t .



“ W o r k i n g  w i t h  w o o d 
ke e p s  m e  r o o t e d 
i n  C h r i s t ,  w h o  w a s 
l i ke l y  a  c a r p e n t e r 
h i m s e l f,  a n d  m o s t 
c e r t a i n l y  k n e w  h o w 
t o  s e e  t h e  b e a u t y  i n 
c r e a t i o n  a n d  m a ke 
a l l  t h i n g s  n e w. ”
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A LTA R  C R O S S :
REV. BONNIE HAWK

The altar  cross is  inspired by the processional  cross,  a  col laborat ion with sculptor, 

Lauren Hi l l .  Both pieces integrate mult iple  mediums to  express the diversity  and unity 

within  our  Area.  The altar  cross is  made with wood from ret ired pews from churches 

throughout  the connection. 

As a  pastor  and furniture-maker,  craft  is  a  spir i tual  d iscipl ine that  roots me in  the 

physical  world  of  creation.  My grandfather  taught  me that  wood must  be respected and 

revered as i t  is  crafted into  beautiful  objects.  The woodshop teaches many of  the v irtues 

of  Christ ian discipleship –  pat ience,  gentleness,  k indness,  and above al l—humil i ty. 

Rev.  Bonnie  Hawk is  an e lder  in  the BWC and a professional  furniture maker.  
She serves Mt .  Carmel  UMC in  Freder ick and is  a  porch-swing-enthusiast .

bonniehawk.com

https://bonniehawk.com/
https://bonniehawk.com/
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U s i n g  b r a s s ,  c o p p e r,  a n d 
s t e e l  t o  e x p r e s s  m o v e m e n t 
a n d  u n i t y,  t h i s  d e s i g n  w a s 
i n s p i r e d  b y  g r o w i n g  r o o t s , 
f l o w i n g  w a t e r,  a n d  b u r n i n g 
f l a m e .  M y  h o p e  i s  t h a t  t h i s 
p r o c e s s i o n a l  c r o s s  c a r r i e s 
w i t h  i t  a  d e e p e n i n g  s e n s e 
o f  t h e  u n e n d i n g  g r a c e  w e 
a l l  r e c e i v e  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t . 
W i t h  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  c h o i c e 
o f  u s i n g  t h r e e  m e t a l s ,  I  a l s o 
o f f e r  a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  t o 
t h e  H o l y  T r i n i t y.

The creative process is  how I  feel  most  connected with the Lord and the world  around 

me,  and every moment at  the forge is  a  humbl ing,  grounding experience.  Through the 

heat  of  the f lames and str ikes of  the hammer,  i t  is  an honor  to  carry  on this  centur ies 

old  craft  as a  spir i tual  offer ing.  I  am grateful  to  have col laborated with Furniture Maker 

and BWC Elder,  Bonnie  Hawk,  who incorporates the wooden element for  this  design, 

adding another  v isual  expression of  unity  as we br ing these two materials  together.

Laur ie  is  a  commission-based Sculptor  in  Woodsboro,  MD,  and worship leader  for  Fairv iew Chapel ,  under  the 
leadership of  Pastor  Scott  C lawson,  New Market  UMC.  Having grown up in  the United Methodist  Church,  th is 
Commission is  an incredible  honor  and has been a joy to  work on.
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P R O C ES S I O N A L  C R O S S :
LAUREN HILL 
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DA N C E :
JOSIE HOOVER
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E m b o d i m e n t  c a n  b e  u n d e rs t o o d  b o t h  p ra c t i c a l l y  a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l l y.  T h e 
d i c t i o n a r y  d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  g i v i n g  t a n g i b l e  fo r m  t o  a n  a b s t ra c t  i d e a ,  w h i l e 
t h e o l o g i a n  G re g g  R .  A l l i s o n  d e f i n e s  i t  a s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  s t a t e  o f  h u m a n 
ex i s t e n c e ,  f u l l y  l i v i n g  i n  o u r  b o d i e s .  To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  p e rs p e c t i ve s  re f l e c t  h o w  I 
l i ve  o u t  m y  vo c a t i o n a l  c a l l  a s  b o t h  a  d a n c e r  a n d  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n 
a d m i n i s t ra t o r.  D a n c e ,  fo r  m e ,  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l  a n d  i n c a r n a t i o n a l .  I t  m o ve s  b e y o n d 
s i m p l e  m o t i o n  a n d  e n g a g e s  t h e  w h o l e  s e l f,  p h y s i c a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  a n d  s p i r i t u a l , 
t ra n s fo r m i n g  m o ve m e n t  i n t o  s a c re d  ex p re s s i o n .
T h ro u g h  e m b o d i e d  m o ve m e n t ,  s c r i p t u re  b e c o m e s  a l i ve  a n d  a c t i ve .  D a n c e  s h i f t s 
f ro m  p e r fo r m a n c e  t o  p ro c l a m a t i o n ,  o f fe r i n g  a  p ro p h e t i c  w i t n e s s  ra t h e r  t h a n 
m e re  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  W h e n  w e  c o n n e c t  m o re  d e e p l y  w i t h  o u rs e l ve s ,  w e  b e c o m e 
m o re  c a p a b l e  o f  a u t h e n t i c  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  a ro u n d  u s .
I n  b o t h  d a n c e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ,  e m b o d i e d  t h e o l o g y  g ro u n d s  m e  a n d  s h a r p e n s  m y 
a w a re n e s s  o f  o t h e rs ’  h u m a n i t y,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t i m e s  o f  d i s t re s s .  I t  e n c o u ra g e s 
p e o p l e  t o  s h o w  u p  f u l l y  a n d  a u t h e n t i c a l l y.
I  a m  g ra t e f u l  fo r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r p re t  E p h e s i a n s  3 : 1 6 – 1 9  t h ro u g h  d a n c e 
a t  t h e  B a l t i m o re - Wa s h i n g t o n  A n n u a l  C o n fe re n c e .  T h ro u g h  t h i s  o f fe r i n g ,  I  h o p e 
t o  e m b o d y  t h e  t h e m e ,  R o o t e d  i n  C h r i s t :  Lo ve  B o l d l y,  w h i l e  c re a t i n g  s p a c e  fo r 
re f l e c t i o n  o n  G o d ’s  p re s e n c e  a n d  c a l l  i n  e a c h  l i fe .
A s  w e  e n t e r  a  l i t u rg i c a l  s e a s o n  o f  g ro w t h  a n d  fa i t h f u l  l i v i n g ,  m a y  w e  a l l  e m b o d y 
o u r  fa i t h  b o l d l y,  w h e re ve r  w e  a re  c a l l e d .

S a c r e d  d a n c e  i s 
a  p o w e r f u l  a n d 
t r a n s fo r m a t i v e 
f o r m  o f  c r e a t i v e 
ex p r e s s i o n  t h a t 
f o s te r s  s p i r i t u a l 
r e n e w a l ,  c o n n e c t i o n , 
a n d  g r o w t h .  W h e n  s h a r e d 
w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i t  c r e a t e s 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  s p i r i t u a l 
r e n e w a l ,  c o n n e c t i v i t y,  a n d 
t r a n s fo r m a t i o n .  To  m e ,  t h i s 
i s  “e m b o d i e d  t h e o l o g y, ”  a n d 
i s  a  p h y s i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  D i v i n e ,  t o  c r e a t i o n , 
a n d  to  o n e s e l f.
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M U L T I M E D I A : 
M U R R A R Y 

A R C H I B A L D

A s  a n  a r t i s t ,  I  h a ve  l o n g  u n d e rs t o o d 
t h a t  w h e t h e r  c re a t i n g  a r t  fo r  m y  l o c a l 
c h u rc h ,  o p e n i n g  a  n e w  ex h i b i t i o n  o f 
p a i n t i n g s ,  o r  c re a t i n g  a n d  l e a d i n g  a 
c o m m u n i t y  o rg a n i z a t i o n ,  m y  v i s i o n 
a n d  m y  c re a t i v i t y  a re  d e e p l y  ro o t e d 
i n  G o d ’s  i n f i n i t e  a n d  i n s e p a ra b l e  l o ve . 
Fro m  t h a t  p l a c e  o f  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e re 
i s  n o t h i n g  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e 
s a c re d  a n d  t h e  s e c u l a r,  fo r  a l l  o f  i t 
i s  h o l y.  A l l  o f  i t  c o m e s  f ro m  t h e  s a m e 
s o u rc e .
W h e n  f i rs t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
c o n fe re n c e  t h e m e  R o o t e d  i n  C h r i s t : 
Lo ve  B o l d l y,  I  k n e w  i m m e d i a t e l y  I 
w a n t e d  ro o t  i m a g e r y  t o  d e f i n e  t h e 
a l t a r  a s  t h e  h e a r t  o f  o u r  s p a c e . 
Wo r k i n g  a s  I  w a s ,  i n  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  a 
b i t t e r l y  c o l d  w i n t e r,  I  l o ve d  t h e  j o y o u s 
re m i n d e r  t h a t  i n  s p r i n g  a n d  s u m m e r, 
n e w  l i fe  b u rs t s  f ro m  o l d  ro o t s .  I  h o p e 

R O O T E D  
I N  C H R I S T : 
L O V E  B O L D L Y

Murray Archibald is  the son of  a  long l ine of  Methodist 
ministers on both s ides of  the fami ly.  He is  an art ist 
and the co-founder  of  CAMP Rehoboth,  the LGBTQ+ 
community  center  in  Rehoboth Beach,  Delaware. 
He has created worship designs at  Epworth United 
Methodist  Church in  Rehoboth Beach for  over  30 years.

t h e  a l t a r  re m i n d s  u s  t h a t  f ro m  p r u n e d 
b ra n c h e s  d e e p  ro o t s  c re a t e  a b u n d a n t 
n e w  g ro w t h .  
W i t h  t h e  a l t a r  p ro v i d i n g  a  fo u n d a t i o n 
t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  ro o m ,  I  u s e d  t h e 
f i g u re s  o n  t h e  ve r t i c a l  b a n n e rs  t o 
i l l u s t ra t e  b o l d  l o ve — t o  c e l e b ra t e  G o d ’s 
i n f i n i t e  a n d  i n s e p a ra b l e  l o ve ,  n o t  b y 
h o l d i n g  i t  i n  o u r  h e a r t s  b u t  b y  s h a r i n g 
o u r  h e a r t s  w i t h  e ve r y o n e  a ro u n d  u s .




