
Lament and Hope: A Celebration of the Presence and Contributions of Immigrants on America’s 250th Anniversary 

A National Gathering of Latino Christians — Bearing Faithful Witness to the Suffering of Immigrants, their Contributions, and their Hope in God

Washington, D.C.  •  June 28-29, 2026
Organized by the Latino Christian National Network (LCNN) and supported by partner organizations in solidarity with immigrants.
Executive Summary
On June 28-29, 2026, in Washington, D.C., the Latino Christian National Network (LCNN) will convene Bearing Faithful Witness to the Suffering of Immigrants, their Contributions, and their Hope in God — a historic gathering of the Latino immigrant church to speak a prophetic word to the nation at the threshold of its 250th Anniversary of Independence. This event will bring together worship, lament, and legislative engagement to bear faithful witness to the contributions, suffering, and enduring hope of Latino immigrant communities across the United States.

Against the backdrop of America’s semi quincentennial celebration, this gathering insists that the Latino immigrant church has not merely been a bystander to this nation’s story — it has been a builder, a servant, and a bearer of its soul. We gather to name the pain our community carries, to proclaim the truth of our contributions, and to declare our hopes for the next chapter of this nation’s life.
Event at a Glance
	Date
	June 28-29, 2026: Sunday – 5:00 PM and Monday 10 AM – 1PM, 



	Location
	National City Christian Church, Washington, D.C. and U.S. Capitol



	Convener
	Latino Christian National Network (LCNN)



	Language
	Bilingual — Spanish and English



	Program
	Worship Service of Lament & Hope + Prayer Vigil at Capitol Hill + Dialogue with Congressional Leaders – Lunch – Ecumenical – Other religious traditions invited


Context and Rationale
The year 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the founding of the United States — a milestone the nation will celebrate with pageantry, pride, and reflection. Yet for millions of Latino immigrants, this anniversary arrives in the shadow of escalating raids, family separations, rhetoric of exclusion, and the daily fear that makes ordinary life unbearable. The contrast is stark and it demands a response from Christians who will not compromise the message of the gospel.

The Latino immigrant church occupies a singular position in this moment. It is a community that has prayed for this nation even when this nation has too often not prayed for them. It has built its neighborhoods, staffed its hospitals, cultivated its fields, and raised its children — all while maintaining a living faith that is both deeply American and irreducibly rooted in the cultures and languages of Latin America.

LCNN believes that America’s 250th anniversary is not only a moment for celebration but an urgent kairos moment for truth-telling. The prophetic tradition of the church calls us to lament publicly what has been broken, to name what is true when power tells lies, and to hold open the horizon of hope when despair closes in. This gathering is an act of faithful witness — testigos fieles — to that calling.
Purpose and Objectives
1. To Lament
The event will create intentional, liturgical space to grieve the pain inflicted on the Latino immigrant community: the enforcement actions near houses of worship, the separation of families, the dehumanizing rhetoric, and the daily insecurity that marks the lives of millions. We will lament not only the cruelty of the state, but the complicity of sectors of the church that have sanctified that cruelty, offering religious cover to oppression rather than prophetic resistance to it. Lament is not despair; it is truth-telling before God and the nation. It is the church’s first prophetic act.

2. To Bear Witness to Our Contributions
The event will proclaim, with evidence and dignity, the historic and ongoing contributions of Latino immigrants to the life of the United States — economically, culturally, spiritually, and civically. As the nation pauses at its 250th year, the Latino immigrant church will insist that its story is woven into the fabric of this nation’s story, from its earliest years to its present moment.

3. To Declare Hope
The event will close with a forward-looking declaration of hope — not a naive optimism, but a theologically-grounded, historically-informed conviction that another future is possible. The Latino immigrant church will carry that hope into the halls of Congress. We will present to our legislators a vision rooted in Scripture and lived experience: that to honor immigrants is to honor the nation itself — and that our common future can be built on dignity, belonging, and justice for all.
Program Description
The event will unfold in two movements across two days:
Movement I: Service of Lament & Hope
We will celebrate a bilingual ecumenical worship service centered on the experience of the Latino immigrant church. This service is the theological and prophetic heart of the event. It will include:
1. Liturgical lament: prayers and readings naming the specific harms experienced by the community
1. Prophetic proclamation: a message rooted in Scripture that speaks truth to the present moment
1. Testimonies: voices from the community bearing witness to their own stories
1. Songs of hope: bilingual congregational worship drawing from the Latino Christian tradition
1. A closing declaration: a communal statement of identity, contribution, and hope for the nation’s future

The service will be bilingual (Spanish and English) and ecumenical in character, while centering the Latino immigrant church as primary speaker and subject. Partner denominations and organizations are invited as “compañeros en el camino” — companions on the journey — who accompany and amplify, while LCNN and the Latino immigrant church lead.

Movement II: Congressional Brunch & Engagement
A brunch briefing with members of Congress — including outreach to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus — will present a faithful immigration framework and invite legislative dialogue on immigration policy, community safety, and the role of faith communities in shaping just policy. This engagement moves the event from worship into civic witness, making clear that the Latino immigrant church speaks not only to God but to the halls of power.

Venue
The primary venue is National City Christian Church in Washington, D.C., 5 Thomas Circle NW, Washington, D.C. 20005.


“You (immigrants) are the salt of the earth… You (immigrants) are the light of the world.”
— Matthew 5:13-14

For more information, contact:
Latino Christian National Network (LCNN)
info@lcnn.org
