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Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

3601 W. 15th Street, Plano, Texas  75075 
Rev. Joel A. Shaltanis, Pastor (pastorshaltanis@yahoo.com) 

Scott Peters, Director of Youth Ministry (speters@planolutheran.com) 
(972) 867-5588 

www.planolutheran.com   †   office@planolutheran.com 
Our Mission Statement 

Bring people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ by 
† reaching up to God in worship and prayer, 
† reaching in to be empowered by God’s Word as members of His family & 
† reaching out at every opportunity with the Gospel of Christ. 

 

A Prayer before Worship 
Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so 
carefully hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of 
Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given to us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, world without end. Amen. (The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941) 
 

Large Print Bulletin and Children’s Bulletin 
Copies of today’s bulletin are available in LARGE PRINT.  Children’s Activity Bulletins are also 
available.  Please ask an usher if you would like to use either of these options. 

 

Nursery/Cry Room 
The nursery is available for families with young children ages 2 and under in Room 109. It will not be 
staffed at the 8:00AM service, but will be during Bible classes and 10:45AM service.  Or, if you 
prefer, Room 100 also is available as a cry room and/or a room for nursing mothers.  Please ask an 
usher if you need assistance or directions. 

 

For Those Desiring Holy Communion, Please Read: 
“Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning 
against the body and blood of the Lord.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 
and drinks of the cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.”  1Corinthians 11:27-29 
 

Being admonished to receive Christ’s Body and Blood in a worthy manner, let us prepare our hearts 
for reception of this sacrament by privately answering the following: 

1. Do I believe that I am a sinful person without hope of eternal life except for God’s mercy in 
Christ? 

2.  Do I believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and my Savior? 
3. Do I believe that He is present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion with His Body and Blood? 
4. Do I hope by the power of the Holy Spirit to live a godly life? 

 

AS YOU COME TO THE LORD’S SUPPER you are affirming with each communicant that Jesus is 
your Savior and Lord, that you believe His Body and Blood are present, and that you desire to serve 
Him as a disciple in the fellowship of His church.  If you are not an active member of an LCMS 
congregation, please speak with the Pastor before communing. 



 

Third Sunday in Advent 
December 17, 2023 

8:00 AM and 10:45 AM  
Divine Service III – LSB 184 

 

 
 
 

Prelude   
 

Stand 
 

Opening Hymn “When All the World Was Cursed” 
 LSB 346 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt.   Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220 

 



 
 
 

Invocation, Confession, and Absolution LSB 184 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. Matthew 28:19b, [18:20] 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22] 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  Psalm 32:5 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



+++Service of the Word + + + 
Introit Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

 
Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 
for he will speak peace to his people,  
to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 
 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,* 
 and our land will yield its | increase. 

Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 
 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 
 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

Kyrie  Mark 10:47; LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  2 Timothy 4:22; LSB 189 
 

P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of 
our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 



Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
8For I the LORD love justice; 
 I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 



Choral Anthem  “Comfort, Comfort,” arr. by John Ferguson 
 

“Comfort, comfort now my people; Tell of peace!” So says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim that God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever! 

 

For the herald’s voice is crying in the desert far and near, 
Calling us to true repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him! 

 

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain! 
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign! 

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token that God’s Word is never broken. 

 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not 
despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from 
every form of evil. 
 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your 
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Stand 
 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
  

 
  



 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 
 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but 
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 
 LSB 345 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.   Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

 
 



Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10-12; LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 

 
. 

Sit 

 

(Traditionally, this is the time to collect offerings, instead there is an offering 
plate at the rear of the sanctuary. Other giving options are through the mail 
or online from our website’s “Giving” link. (This QR code points there.) 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

 
 
 

+++Service of the Sacrament+++ 

 

Preface  LSB 194 

 2 Timothy 4:22 

 



 [Colossians 3:1] 

 
 
 
 
 

 [Psalm 136] 

 
 
 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P  It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; LSB 195 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13; LSB196 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord  Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24 
  Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; LSB 197 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini  John 20:19 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29; LSB 198 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

Communicants are asked to hold open their hand to receive the bread so the elder may 
discern who is confirmed. Gluten-free wafers are available. Non-alcoholic wine is 
offered in the center circle of individual cups for those who prefer it. 

 

Distribution Hymns 
 

The Lutheran Service Book is located in the basket underneath the chair in front of you. 
 

Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333 
Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come LSB 350 
 
 

Stand 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32; LSB 199 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving  Psalm 107:1; LSB 200 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect LSB 201 

 

P Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His 
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not 
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Salutation and Benedicamus 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Recessional Hymn “Hark the Glad Sound” 
 LSB 349 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51   Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
 

 

Sit 
 
 

Announcements  
 
 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Postlude 

 
 

An offering may be placed in the offering plate as you exit. 
 

 

A Prayer after Worship 
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this 
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
 

Sunday School – Children K – 5th Grade 
Sunday school classes begin at 9:25 am in Room 116 for music.  At 10:30 am parents may pick up 
K – 5th graders from Room 113. 

 



Jr IMPACT Bible Class 
Students meet in Room 119 with Scott Peters. 

 

Sr IMPACT Bible Class 
Students meet in Room 122 with Catherine Borck for a study entitled "Face 2 Face" which discusses 
our relationship to others as Christians. 

 

Special Needs Bible Class 
Students meet at 9:30 with Sandy Ehrett in the Library. 
 

Adult Bible Class 
Pastor Shaltanis presents his Cuba trip. 
 

Adult Bible Class Small Group Alternative 
Karen Lund leads a study called, “The Cross” at 9:30 am in Room 115. 

 

Poinsettias Available for this Christmas Season 
Poinsettias are available to dedicate in “thanksgiving for” or “memory of” someone you designate, 
for $12 each.  You may then take a poinsettia home after Christmas. Please sign up in the narthex. 

 

Advent Soup Suppers 
Our last Advent soup supper for the year will be on Wednesdays, December 20 at 5:45 PM.  Sign-
up sheets are in the narthex.  This is a great time to try delicious soups, and enjoy some relaxed time 
with one another. Sign-up categories are soups, breads, desserts, set up, and clean up.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Laurie George (972-814-5653). 
 

Women’s Tuesday Bible Study 
We will start a new study on January 9th, 2024, at noon.  Be Still and Know: A Study of Rest and 
Refuge, by Deb Burma. Workbooks are about $20, available from Charis or order your own.  Bring 
your lunch and study God’s word with friends.  Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex or let  

 

A Life Thought in the Church Year 
Those who believe cannot help but speak. God’s love for every human life has filled our mouths 
with shouts of joy (Psalm 126:2). We have His permission to give voice to this Gospel in all 
circumstances and without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18). Our time has come to bear witness to 
the Light (John 1:6-7). Confess and do not deny (John 1:20) the sanctity of life! 

 

CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org 
Look ahead to the Fourth Sunday in Advent on The Coffee Hour (12/20 at 9:00 a.m. CT), dive into 
Advent hymnody on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and study 1 Corinthians 15-16 
on Sharper Iron's "Nothing but Christ Crucified" (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT). The 12 Days of 
Christmas begins December 24 with music and messages for the Christmas Season! Hear your 
favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO Radio app. 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Join us Wednesdays for Advent Worship 
1:30 pm or 7:00 pm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This Week at Lord of Life-Today, Dec. 17, 2023 
 

 8:00 am Early Worship Service 
 9:30 am Children’s Sunday School 
  (K-5th Gr, Room 113) 
  Jr IMPACT Class (Room 119) 
  Sr IMPACT Class (Room 122)  
  Adult Bible Class (Fellowship Hall) 
  Adult Bible Small Class (Room 115) 
 10:45 am Late Worship Service 
 12:00 pm IMPACT Caroling and  
  Christmas Party w/Immanuel 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
 1:30 & 7:00 pm Midweek Advent Services 
 5:45 pm Soup Supper 
 7:40 pm Adult Choir 
 

Next Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 10:00 am One Worship Service for Advent 4 
 6:00 pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Next Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day 
 10:00 am One Worship Service 
 

 
 
 
 

The flowers on the altar this 
morning are given to the Glory of 
God by Mark & Susan Knowles in 
celebration of their wedding 
anniversary; and by the elders. 

Serving Our Worship Today: 
 

Pastor: Rev. Joel Shaltanis 
Organist: Ambrose Shaltanis 
Acolyte: Margaret Duff 
Altar Guild: Clarice Lundquist, Mary Ravitz, Joanna Smith 
Elder: Tom Read, Mike Kunschke 
Greeters: Don Bunger, Mark and Kathy Plagens 
Ushers: Sebastian Shaltanis, Joel Crumrine 
Sound: Kailyn Hacker, Nick Moudy 

 
Next Sunday’s Readings 

December 24, 2023 

 

Old Testament: 2 Sam. 7:1–11, 16 
 

Epistle: Rom. 16:25–27 
 

Gospel: Luke 1:26–38 


