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Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2023 

6:00 PM 
Candlelight Service 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Pre-Service Music  
 
 

Choral Prelude  “The Savior of the World is Born” 
  (Salvator Mundi Natus Est) from Four Old English Carols by Gustav Holst  

 
 

In Bethlehem that noble place As by prophecy said it was, 
Of Virgin Mary full of grace, Salvator mundi natus est.  Refrain 

 

Refrain:  Be we merry in this feast, In quo Salvator natus est.  

 

On Christmas night an angel told, To shepherds watching o’er their fold, 
“In Bethlehem with beasties wolde,” Salvator mundi natus est.  Refrain. 

 

Behold to you we bring great joy for why? Jesus is born to day 
To us of Mary that holy May, Salvator mundi natus est.  Refrain. 

 

Then compassed were the shepherds quite, Around them shone a great light 
“Dread ye naught,” said the angel bright, Salvator mundi natus est.  Refrain. 

 

 “And thus in faith find Him ye shall, Lying poorly in oxen stall.” 
The shepherds lauded God all Quia Salvator mundi natus est. Refrain.-  



 

Stand 
 

Processional Carol “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 
 LSB 377 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Responsory 
P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

P Those who dwelt in the land of the deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
C We have beheld Christ's glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C In him was life, and the life was the light of all. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

Choir only: 

(Interlude) 



Prayer 
P Let us pray. 
C O God, because you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light, grant that we who have known the mystery of that Light here on earth 
may come to the full measure of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Sit 
 

Scripture Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD 
to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to 
weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel.” 
 

Carol  “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” 
   LSB 359 

1 Es ist ein Ros entsprungen  
    au seiner Wurzel zart, 
wie uns die Alten sungen,  
    von Jesse kam die Art 
und hat ein Blumlein bracht,  
    mitten im kalten Winter 
wohl zu der halben Nacht. 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 
    From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
    As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flow’ret bright, 
    Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night.

 

 

 
 

Choir only: 



Scripture Reading Luke 1:26–38 

 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

Choral Carol “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
   LSB 356 

 

The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

“For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honor thee; 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 
Most highly favored lady, 

Gloria! 
 

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
“Most highly favored lady.” 

Gloria! 
 

Stand



Christmas Gospel Luke 2:1–7 KJV 

 
1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 

Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should 
be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

Sit 
 

Carol  “Once in Royal David’s City” 
   LSB 376 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Children only: 



Christmas Gospel Luke 2:8–14 KJV 

 

 8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

 
14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

 

Sit 

 

Carol  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Choral Carol “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” 
Text by Jaroslav Vajda, Music by Craig Courtney 

 
Where shepherds lately knelt, and kept the angel’s word, 

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; but there is room and welcome there for me, 
But there is room and welcome there for me. 

 



In that unlikely place, I find Him as they said: sweet newborn Babe how frail! 
And in a manger bed: a still small Voice to cry one day for me. 

A still small Voice to cry one day for me.  
 

How should I not have know Isaiah would be there, his prophecies fulfilled? 
With pounding heart I stare: a Child, a Son, the Prince of Peace for me, for me, 

A Child, a Son, the Prince of Peace for me. 
 

Can I, will I forget how Love was born and burned its way into my heart 
Unasked, unforced, unearned, to die, to live, and not alone for me? 

To die, to live, and not alone for me. 
Stand 
 

Christmas Gospel Luke 2:15–20 

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16And they came 
with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17And when 
they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning 
this child. 18And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them 
by the shepherds. 19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 
20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 
 

Responsory 

P In many and various ways God spoke to his people of old by the prophets... 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by his Son. 

 

Sit 
 

Carol  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 LSB 361 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Christmas Message 
 
 

Offering 
 
 

Offertory  
 

Stand 
 
 

Lighting of Individual Candles: 
Please do no tilt the candle once it is lit, but pass the light on while the receiving unlit candle 
is tilted into the flame. 

 
 

Carol  “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
  LSB 363 

 
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Choir only: 



Christmas Prayer 
 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light.  Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of His glory; through your only Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
           as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
           as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Extinguishing of Individual Candles: 
Please carefully blow out your candle, holding one hand behind the flame so as not to 
accidentally disperse hot wax.  Place your candle in the box in the narthex when you leave 
the service this evening. 
 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 



Carol  “Joy to the World” 
   LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 
 

 

Dismissal 

 

P Go in peace, for a Savior has been born unto you who brings forgiveness of sin, life, and 
salvation. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Postlude 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Serving Our Worship Tonight:  
Pastor:  Rev. Joel A. Shaltanis 
Organist:  Victoria Frinsko 
Timpani: Brian Wolf 
Trombone: Pete Ehrett 
French Horn: Daniel Ozlowski 
Trumpet: Fred Bernhardt 
Violin: Grace Padgett 
 Robert Padgett 
 Daniel Kim 
Acting Elder:  Charles Hacker 
Ushers:  Sebastian Shaltanis, David Messinger 
Greeters:  Haley Moore and Sue Parson 
Sound Tech:  Doug Hite 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 


