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Lord of Life Lutheran Church
3601 W. 15th Street, Plano, Texas 75075
Rev. Joel A. Shaltanis, Pastor (pastorshaltanis@yahoo.com)
Scott Peters, Director of Youth Ministry (speters@planolutheran.com)
Julie Baumann, Deaconess Intern (julie@planolutheran.com)
(972) 867-5588
www.planolutheran.com t office@planolutheran.com

Our Mission Statement
Bring people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ by
t reaching up to God in worship and prayer,
T reaching in to be empowered by God’s Word as members of His family &
T reaching out at every opportunity with the Gospel of Christ.

A Prayer before Worship
I do not worship my pastor, but he tells me of a Lord whose name is Christ, and makes Him known to

me. [ will be attentive to listen to his words as long as he leads me to the Master and Teacher who is
the Son of God. Amen. (Martin Luther, 1483-1546)

Large Print Bulletin and Children’s Bulletin
Copies of today’s bulletin are available in LARGE PRINT. Children’s Activity Bulletins are also
available. Please ask an usher if you would like to use either of these options.

Nursery/Cry Room
The nursery is available for families with young children ages 2 and under in Room 109. It will not be
staffed at the 8:00AM service, but will be during Bible classes and 10:45AM service. Or, if you
prefer, Room 100 also is available as a cry room and/or a room for nursing mothers. Please ask an
usher if you need assistance or directions.

For Our Guests Concerning Holy Communion
As a Family in Christ, we care about all who commune with us. We are deeply concerned that all who
come to the Lord’s Table do so for their benefit and renewal of faith in Christ. Scripture says that we
are to “examine ourselves” so that we receive Christ’s body and blood rightly and not drink judgment
on ourselves at the Lord’s Table.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. *® Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. °° For anyone who eats and drinks without
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1st Corinthians 11:27-29)

We take our responsibility in this regard very seriously. Communing with us indicates unity with what
we believe, teach and confess. For these reasons, if you have not been instructed in the beliefs of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, we request that you talk to our pastor about attending a class of
instruction about what our church believes before communing.




Third Su

nday of Advent

December 15, 2024
8:00 AM and 10:45 AM
Divine Service Il — LSB 184

Prelude
Stand
Opening Hymn “Arise, O Christian People”
LSB 354
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and Ilow - ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh - ty
side, And help me to re - celve  You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv - en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly wval - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; riu sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.

Tune: New Catechismus Gesangblichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.



Invocation, Confession, and Absolution LSB 184
The sign of the cross ~may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
[P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Matthew 28:19b, [18:20]
[P] Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness. [Hebrews 10:22]
[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8
[P) 1said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. Psalm 32:5

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Introit

[P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. [John 20:19-23]

Amen.

+++Service of the Word+++

Psalm 146:5-8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4
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Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again [ will say, | Rejoice.

Blesséd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | Lord his God,

who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;

who executes justice for | the oppressed,*
who gives food to the | hungry.



Kyrie

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes | of the blind.*
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the | righteous.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Rejoice in the Lord | always;*

again I will say, | Rejoice.
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Mark 10:47; LSB 186

Glo-ry be tothe Fa-ther andto the Son  and to the Ho-ly Ghost;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world with-out end. A-men.
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Lord, have
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Christ, have
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on us. Lord,

have

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.

Sit

(P
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And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

mer - cy up - on

us.

2 Timothy 4:22; LSB 189

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20

4Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
>The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
1%0n that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion,;
let not your hands grow weak.
"The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
8T will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
“Behold, at that time I will deal
with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
29At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choral Anthem “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
arr. Claudio Montverdi

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings!

Then cleansed be ev'ry heart from sin, make straight the way of God within
And let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come.

All praise the Son eternally, whose advent sets his people free;
Whom with the Father we adore and Spirit blest forevermore.



Epistle Philippians 4:4-7

*Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. *Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. ’And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia LSB 190
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-1lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-35
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

8The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, “calling two of
his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?” °And when the men had come to him, they said,
“John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or
shall we look for another?’” 'In that hour he healed many people of diseases and
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 2And he
answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
up, the poor have good news preached to them. > And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me.”

2*When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by
the wind? >*What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’
courts. 2°What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. ?’This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’



?% tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who
is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” ?°(When all the people heard this,
and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the
baptism of John, *°but the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for
themselves, not having been baptized by him.)

31“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they
like? *They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another,

““‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’

33For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say,
‘He has a demon.” **The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” ¥Yet
wisdom is justified by all her children.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very
God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

LSB 191



LSB 345

Hymn of the Day “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice 18 sound - ing! “Christ 1is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”
sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies
tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Sermon
Stand
Offertory Psalm 51:10-12; LSB 192
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A -

Sit

(Traditionally, this is the time to collect offerings, instead there is an offering
plate at the rear of the sanctuary. Other giving options are through the mail
or online from our website’s “Giving” link. (This QR code points there.)

[10:45 AM New Member Welcome]

Stand

Prayer of the Church

+++Service of the Sacrament+++

Preface LSB 194
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(P The Lord be  with you. 2 Timothy 4:22
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And with thy spir - it.

o)

P’ A

©_
P Lift up  your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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(P) Let us give thanks un - to the Lord, our God. [Psalm 136]
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It is meet and right so to  do.



Proper Preface

P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9; LSB 195
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless - edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13; LSB196

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-24

Luke 22:19-20, 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; LSB 197

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini John 20:19

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Sit

Agnus Dei John 1:29; LSB 198
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O Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.



Distribution

Communicants are asked to hold open their hand to receive the bread so the elder may
discern who is confirmed. Gluten-free wafers are available. Non-alcoholic wine is
offered in the center circle of individual cups for those who prefer it.

Distribution Hymns

The Lutheran Service Book is located in the basket underneath the chair in front of you.

Once He Came in Blessing LSB 333
O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355
Stand
Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32; LSB 199
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace ac-
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1; LSB 200
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He 1is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.
Post-Communion Collect LSB 201

P Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1
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(P The Lord be with you.
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Bless we the Lord.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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P The Lord  bless you and keep you. The Lord make



Recessional Hymn
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,

3 Be - hold the Lamb of God

That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,

4 O grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
= o e e S e
E; v
ot P ¢ oo e —
Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.

The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
e
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav - ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch,

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005220

1629-1701

“When All the World Was Cursed”

LSB 346



Sit
Announcements

Dismissal

[P) Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

An offering may be placed in the offering plate as you exit.

A Prayer after Worship
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this
undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

About the Cover: One day, like the bright morning light that breaks through

the darkness of night, the Lord’s second coming will bring rejoicing. While we

do not know the day, the Lord is at hand today. God's Word shines brightly,

dispelling the darkness of anxiety and fear and replacing it with rejoicing in

what He has accomplished for us in the forgiveness of our sins. The Lord is at
Advent hand. Let us rejoice today!



